
 

ɯɯɯɯɯPaul understood the power of God. He had re-
ceived miraculous help to rescue him in dangerous 
situations; he saw people rescued from the powers of 
darkness; he did miraculous works by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. People were healed, delivered, saved 
and empowered to minister to others. Paul was well-
acquainted with the power of God. 
 
     He was also well-acquainted with the love of God. 
It was Paul who penned First Corinthians chapter 
13...the ñLove Chapterò, as we sometimes call it.   
 
 ñIf I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do 
not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a 
clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy and 
can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have a faith that can move mountains, but do not 
have love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the 
poor and give over my body to hardship that I may 
boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.ò 
 
     Then Paul describes LOVE. The kind of love God 
gives and the kind of love God is. This type of love is 
what our heavenly Father wants us to grow up into. It 
is real love; love with ñskinò on it. It is also the type 
of love that does not consider self, because it is not 
about us. It is love that is for the good of others. That 
kind of love draws people to Jesus. 
 
ñLove suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; 
love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not 
behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, 
thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoic-
es in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. Love never 
fails.ò 

 
     Paul goes on to say,  ñWhen I was a child, I talked 
like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 
child. When I became a man, I put the ways of child-
hood behind me.ò What ñways of childhoodò was 
Paul talking about that needed to be ñput behindò?     
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Without Love, What Do I Gain? 

I have three children who are now grown with fami-
lies of their own, but I remember what they were like 
as little children. 
 
     Small children are self-focused; they have not yet 
learned to see beyond themselves. Children need to be 
taught how to consider the needs of others.  As adults, 
hopefully we have put self-centeredness behind us 
and try to consider the needs of others.   
 
     Our Lord asks even more than that from us as a 
ñnext stepò in our ability to love. He tells us to not 
only love others as ourselves, but to, ñDo nothing out 
of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility 
value others above yourselves, not looking to your 
own interests but each of you to the interests of the 
others.ò  
 
      This is the kind of love God has toward us. Love 
demonstrated as Jesus came into this broken world to 
live as one of us.  It was for our good; Selfless Love, 
who went to the cross in our place, not thinking of 
himself.          
                                                                                                                                                                                      
     Love holds incredible Power. It was Godôs love 
that sent Jesus to the cross so we could be forgiven. 
ñFor the message of the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God.ò 
 
     If we serve without love, what do we gain?  And 
what am I without love? According to Scripture, we 
gain nothing and we are nothing!  (1Cor. 13:2, 3)  
So it is appropriate for us to ask ourselves, ñHave I 
put childish ways behind me?  Do I love with the kind 
of love described by Paul; Godôs kind of love?    
 

Father, open our eyes to the places in us that 
are still focused upon self and turn  our eyes to 
Jesus and to those for whom he died. 
 
     ~ Tracy 



What are Motivational Gifts of the 
Holy Spirit? 

     At this seminar, we will be using material 
written by Revs. Larry and Audrey Eddings to 
teach about the motivational gifts of the Spirit. 
Larry will be explaining  the difference between 
the gifts of the  Spirit and the fruit of the Spirit; 
and the different categories of spiritual gifts. 
Broadly, there are three categories of spiritual 
gifts.  
     The first category can be called Ministry 
gifts. It includes those gifts that are often con-
sidered offices recognized within the local 
church. ñHe gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the minis-
tryéò (Ephesians 4:11-13). 
     The second category is Manifestation gifts. 
These gifts are demonstrations of the Holy 
Spiritôs power and presence. They include: 
word of wisdom; word of knowledge; faith; 
gifts of healing; working of miracles; prophecy; 
discerning of spirits; tongues; and interpretation 
of tongues. (I Corinthians 12:7ï11)  
     The Motivational gifts are exhibited accord-
ing to how we see others and the circumstances 
around us. It is the perspective that shapes how 
we respond to others and how we are motivated 
to meet needs. These gifts include: 
 
 Prophecy  Serving 
 Teaching  Exhorting 
 Giving   Leading 
 Mercy   (1 Cor. 12:4-11) 
 
     These are the gifts we will be discovering at 
the Motivational Gifts Seminar, October 25-27, 
at Silverdale United Methodist Church, Sil-
verdale, Washington. 
     It is important to know our gifting and how 
it functions within the Body of Christ. One of 
the most valuable things about this seminar is 
the way it helps us to recognize, honor and re-
spect the gifts of others and how all of the gifts 
work together to accomplish Godôs will through 
the Body of Christ.  
 

Join Us! 
For more information or to register: 

 
 Call:     (360) 692-9813 ext 14 
 Email:  wosmnw@yahoo.com 
 

WEB-PAGE  
Wind of the Spirit Web Page address is  

www.wosm-nw.org 
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