effort: no more excuses—God desires our best

Sermon Notes: Luke 9:57-62  exposition

Taking notes of the sermon greatly increases the effectiveness of God's word for living.

Effort takes ______________________________________

Effort takes______________________________________

Effort takes ______________________________________

Memory Verses

Luke 9:62 

“,Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” 
Questions for group study:

Ice Breaker Questions: What's your favorite excuse for not doing something?

1) Read Luke 9:57-62 five (5) times. Did you read  it five (5) times  and pray for deeper understanding?

Yes      No

STOP! Do not go forward until you have read it five times and prayed for deeper understanding!

2) How does Jesus respond to the excuses offered by the three would be followers?

3) In your own words, what do each of Jesus sayings mean?

1. What would you say is Jesus main point to these three men?

4)  In what way were foxes and birds of the air more secure than Jesus?

5) Why is Jesus so hard on the man who needed to bury his father before following? (9:59-60) How did Jesus respond to family obligations

6) Who is not fit for the kingdom?  What does that mean?

7) With which of these three men do you most identify? Explain.

8) What are there costs in following Jesus?

9) What characteristic is absolutely essential for plowmen? What trait is absolutely necessary for disciples? (9:62)

10) Sharing question: If someone were to look at the way you spend your time and your money, what priorities would they assign to your life? Why?

11) Is Jesus speaking in hyperbole (using exaggerated speech and examples) here? Why do you think so? If so, what is the value of hyperbole for a teacher? If Jesus is using hyperbole, does that mean we don't have to take his words seriously?

12) Read Luke 9:51. Compare the attitudes of these three men to Jesus’ attitude.

13) What would help you be more loyal to Jesus this week? 

2. 15)
Confess the ways that you are like these three men. Recommit to follow Jesus and all that means, setting 
out resolutely as He did to what awaited Him.
