Vinland Lutheran Church Bulletin

Sunday, March 22, 2020
Fourth Sunday of Lent

Introduction

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man
born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens
our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of
Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of
Christ in our daily lives.



GATHERING

Opening Hymn: ELW #673

God, Whose Almighty Word
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Text: John Marriott, 1 780-1825, alt.
Music: ITALTIAN HYMN, Felice de
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Confession and Forgiveness

Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
who is present, who gives life,
who calls into existence the things that do not exist.

All: Amen.

Leader: If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand?
Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess.

-Silence May Be Kept Here for Reflection

Leader: Gracious God,

(All join) have mercy on us.

We confess that we have turned away from you,
knowingly and unknowingly.

We have wandered from your resurrection life.
We have strayed from your love for all people.
Turn us back to you, O God.

Give us new hearts and right spirits,

that we may find what is pleasing to you

and dwell in your house forever. Amen.

Leader: Receive good news: God turns to you in love.
“I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God.
All your sin is forgiven in the name of Jesus Christ,

who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you.
All: Amen.

Kyrie

(next page)
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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Re - new us

come to hear your liv-ing word;

out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
new hearts!
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saves us from de - spair.
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Canticle of Praise
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of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a- bove;
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in faith we name you, God most high, yet

L —

all

cre - a - tion, Fa - ther

of

?
I

ncar

sur - pass - ing worth:

to all:

—
)
thanks and praise.

now youreign at God’s right hand.
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Prayer of the Day

All: Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life
and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your
Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Children’s Message

WORD

First Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14

¥Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—“for the fruit of the light
is found in all that is good and right and true. '“Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. ''Take no part in the
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. '“For it is shameful even to mention what such people do
secretly; "“but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, “for everything that becomes visible is light.
Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

-Leader: Word of God, Word of Life
-All: Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation
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-Leader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord according to John
-All: Glory to You, O Lord

Gospel Reading: John 9:1-41

'As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. “His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” *Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. *We must work the works of him who sent me while it
is day; night is coming when no one can work. >As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the

world.” °When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the
man’s eyes, ‘saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed
and came back able to see. “The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this
not the man who used to sit and beg?” °Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone
like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” '’But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes

opened?” '"He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam
and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.” “They said to him, “Where is he?”” He said, “I do
not know.”

“They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. “Now it was a sabbath day when
Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. "Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his
sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” '°Some of the Pharisees said,
“This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a
sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. '"So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say
about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

'“The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of
the man who had received his sight Yand asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then
does he now see?” ’His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; *'but we
do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will
speak for himself.” >’His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed
that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. **Therefore his parents
said, “He is of age; ask him.”

**So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God!
We know that this man is a sinner.” ’He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know,
that though I was blind, now I see.” **They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your
eyes?” ?’He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” *Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but
we are disciples of Moses. 2?We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know
where he comes from.” **The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes
from, and yet he opened my eyes. *'We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who
worships him and obeys his will. **Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes
of a person born blind. *If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” *They answered him, “You were
born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

#Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of
Man?” *°*He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” */Jesus said to him, “You
have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” **He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped
him. **Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do
see may become blind.” **Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind,
are we?” “Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,” your
sin remains.”



-Leader: The Gospel of the Lord

-All: Praise to

you O Christ

Sermon

Hymn of the Day: ELW #779

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1—4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmonyv, 1835; arr. Edwin O. Excell, 1851-1921, alt.
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Apostle’s Creed

All: T believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Sharing a Sign of Peace

-Leader: The peace of Christ be with you always
-All: And also with you



The Lord’s Prayer

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Hymn of Contemplation: ELW #581

(next page)



You Are Mine
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Come  and rest in me. To refrain
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Text: David Haas, b. 1957

Music: YOU ARE MINE, David Haas

Text and music © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



SENDING

Announcements
Blessing

Sending Song: Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)

1. Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost but now I'm found
Was blind but now I see

2. 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed

Chorus: My chains are gone I've been set free
My God my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy rains
Unending love amazing grace

3. The Lord has promised good to me
His word my hope secures
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures (REPEAT CHORUS)

4. The earth shall soon dissolve like snow
The sun forbear to shine
But God who called me here below
Will be forever mine
Will be forever mine
You are forever mine

Dismissal

-Leader: Go in Peace. Share the Good News
-All: Thanks be to God
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