Bill and Nancy Valley                     April, 2012
 

Pastor Jim Murphy and Friends at Hillcrest Chapel,

On the first of March this year, 2012, we have been working in the state
of Michoacán for 50 years. The area of "Tierra Caliente" or Hot Country was
pretty much unreached by the gospel then. Starting in the largest city in
the area we were there for the first years getting a church going. We moved
to the next county seat to the town of Tepalcatepec, at the far end of the
valley. We were able to start churches in different towns in that area also.
It was like "National Geographic" living hours from the nearest pavement,
evangelizing in unreached towns among fanatically religious people, it was
the true "old west" with every man armed and shoot outs happening every
week!

The gospel works! Desperately lost people were soundly converted and
churches planted, that go on to this day. Business men, teachers, doctors,
madams and prostitutes and people who were just plain common sinners were
among the converts.

It was not accomplished without some difficulties. Persecutions, insults
and curses, being shot at, and one time dynamited, snake bit, punched out in
the street, mobbed and run out of town, bucked off unbroken horses, were
some of the things that happened. After a while this seemed like normal
life, while preaching and evangelizing in that area for over 20 years. Just
think, some poor believers in America have to spend all their lives working
at a dull factory job!

Nancy is a real trooper, raising five children, home schooling them all,
living in primitive conditions, temperatures of over 100 every day, many
times with a scarcity of running water, and never complaining. Do you want
to be a pioneer in a new area? Make sure that you have a call!

I'm back in the northwest again after spending some of January through the
first half of March down home. Nancy, because of the cancer, has fractured a
vertebrae and needs some help. She is also taking chemo again, but is
healing and doing much better now.

An interesting insight from the Word came from a friend, Norm Smith, "as
you are going make disciples". Here are some instances  that happened
recently.

After an evening service in Emanuel Church in Michoacan, it really started
pouring so some fellows waited to leave. An engineer, Uvaldo, a medical
doctor, Urtis, Saúl, the pastor, and some other men sat and we talked about
good things that happened in the work. Finally it was getting late, and I
really wanted to go rain or no rain. I gave the doctor a ride to the
hospital where he wanted to check on patients. He wanted me to go and pray
for one of his patients which I did. That took a while, talking to the
fellow about the gospel and praying with and for him. Later when he came
back for a checkup, he is now attending church and preparing to be baptized.

As I was going in toward the center of town on the city bus the driver was
not real attentive and crashed into a car, which resulted in a no small
discussion.  Us passengers got our $6 pesos back, were set on foot, and had
to figure out how to get where we were going on our own. I had a ways to go,
but not being in a hurry, I took off walking. It is interesting to walk in
Mexico. In America if you walk you are alone but here you are one of many
walking. A voice called out behind me,"Pastor, Pastor."  Well who is this, I
ask myself? I stopped and here came a fellow about 40 years old and said,
"Do you speak at pastor Saúl Pérez's church?" Well, sometimes, (last Sunday
night was the last time.) Everyone thinks that you know them, they see you
up in front and assume that you saw them also! I ask him what his name is
and how I could help him?  As we talked, he suddenly asked, "Have you ever
really felt God and know he exists?" Here he was, a new fellow who does not
even know the reality of God's existence! That led to a patient long talk
about what we need to do to know and have the reality of God in our lives.
He called me "Padre" once, then corrected himself, "Pastor." Poor fellow, he
thanked me and shook hands to go, but I said, "Hey, wait a minute, we aren't
done yet." So with the people streaming by on both sides, I put my hand on
his shoulder and closed my eyes and prayed. Well, he thanked me twice.

In Nueva Italia an older woman along with her daughter and granddaughter
got up to give thanks for their salvation. The  grandmother is 105 and was
baptized two months ago, the mother is in her early 80s, the younger one is
the granddaughter! Ismael held meetings in a home right there in town and
evangelized them along with some other people. For some a pulpit just gets
in the way! ("as you are going make disciples")

At our last bimonthly  pastor meeting there were more than 50 present   We
had special prayer for three men, Luis Alberto, who will be pastoring full
time in El Aguaje; Candido, who will be pastoring in Los Pozos; and Ismael,
who will be pastoring in El Nuevo Centro in Nueva Italia. So the work goes
on.

Thank you for praying for us and the works in Mexico,  Bill and Nancy
We enjoyed being in the Sunday service at Hillcrest.  Thank you all for

your faithful support!!!

