Bill and Nancy Valley              Uruapan, Michoacán  México            January 18, 2011
Dear Pastor Jim Murphy and Friends at Hillcrest Chapel,
Our trip down home to Michoacán was quite interesting. Not all that we had planned to do was accomplished because of the circumstances. We flew into our home town early in the morning to discover that the Federal Police Station at the airport had been attacked three hours earlier by the gang that runs our state. The whole place was full of Federal Police and the gates to the airport were closed. The main part of the state was blockaded by the gang stopping semi-trucks and buses and burning them on the highways at all entrances of the big towns to block the roads so the government soldiers could not move from where they were to help those areas under attack. 

The next day we were suppose to be in a wedding 150 miles away. The grooms family is from Mexico City and his father could not get there either. By phone I told the pastor, "all you need to get married, is the girl, the fellow, a preacher, and God; so you have to do with what you have."

We did special meetings in the new church building the following Sunday with the place pretty well filled up. As usual we prayed with new people. God keeps better numbers than we do so it's best to count the converts a year later. The number who respond to an invitation to make a commitment to Christ as Lord and Savior and those who follow through are usually a different number!

Nancy is now in her third month of chemo treatments with some real positive results. When they started the treatments she had some pretty bad numbers on the tests, now things are nearly back where they should be. God is good and we are thankful that also she is doing well in spite of the medication. Pray with us that we will soon be free to go back home where there are many things to be done. 

Pray for Mexico and God's people there. Most of the congregations are seeing new people seeking God in part because of all the violence and insecurity. The Bible says,"That the Word of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorified." Also, "that God would open to us a door for the Word, to speak the mystery of Christ." All those who preach the Word need prayer, "that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, that I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak."
Thanks again for praying for us and also for your faithful giving. A retired American pastor asked me, "When are you going to retire?" All I know is, the One who told me to go to work in His vinyard has not told me to quit and has kept me healthy and strong to do His work!  

In Christ,  Bill and Nancy

