
Issues of Faith 2011 2012
September 2011
18 The Gospel According to Harry Potter” with Linda Lorah
25 “Living in the Middle East” with Julie Lewis 
October
2 “What is Judaism?” with Dr. Joel Waldman, Temple Anshe Hesed 
9 “Who Owns the Dead Sea Scrolls?” with Dr. Elena Corbett, Penn State Behrend 
16  “WWJD Case One: The Vioxx and the Pharmaceutical Industry” with Jim Dunn
23 “WWJD Case Two: Drilling for Natural Gas in Marcellus Shale Layer” with Jim Dunn 
30  Fall Convocation: 
“Jesus and Judaism: Piety, Practice, and Prayer” with Dr. Amy-Jill Levine 
November 
6      __________________  with Nancy Dimmock 
13 “Making Prayer Your Own: Part I” with Linda Lorah   
20 “Making Prayer Your Own: Part II” with Linda Lorah   
27 Advent Inter-generational 
December 
4   “Unplugging the Christmas Tree” 
11 
18 
25 Christmas Day; One service at 11:00; No Sunday School 
January 2012
1 New Years Day: 11:00 Worship Service or services; no Sunday School 
8 “Faith Expressed in Literature and Poetry” with Dr. Paul DeSante   
15   
22 “Ethical Perspectives on Human Enhancement” with Dr. Dan McFee
29  “Holy Warrior Presidents” with Dr. Charles Brock 
February
5  “Surprised by Hope: Reflections on Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the Church by NT Wright” with Rev. Dr. Hal Kelley 
12  “Surprised by Hope: Reflections on Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the Church by NT Wright” with Rev. Dr. Hal Kelley
19 “Psychologists in Schools” with Dr. Ed Snyder
 26 “LGBT Rights” with Rev. Dr. Rich McCarty
March 
4 
11  
18  
25    
April 
1 Palm Sunday Pageant and intergenerational 
8  Easter – No Sunday School/ Children Sing  
15
22 
29 “Recognizing Depression in Children” with Jenny and Nolan Martin 
May
6                      with Kimberly Morrow   
13 “Cancer: A Chronic Disease and New Modes of Treatment” with Dr. Jay Jenkins 
20  “Organ Transplant Stories” with Paul and Joy Jewell and Bill Weborg 
27 Memorial Day Weekend;  
June 
3 Trinity Sunday; Trivia Day; Celebration of CE  

Hi Keith,
It seems that I had given several possible to David for a Big Event meeting and hadn't heard back. Well, of course, it is tomorrow at 3 in Union City. Since there are only 4 of us and had said I could go then, I feel that's needs to be my first priority. I have given some thought to convocation speakers and have a short time. In line with Tom's suggestion for something lighter, I thought of Eileen Lindner. I thought she was very funny at APCE a couple years ago. Also Kathleen Norris, Presbyterian, author and Catholic oblate; J. Philip Newell (Celtic Spirituality); Sandy Sasso (rabbi and children's book author); Phyllis Tickle (writer knowledgeable about the Emergent church). With more time I could probably come up with a couple more. As for Issues of Faith class, there is a committee working on "greening" the church -, perhaps issues related to that. That young prof. from Mercyhurst who spoke on Mark was fabulous. I also think there might be value is "living simply so others can simply live" with maybe some ideas for alternative Christmas giving. Sorry I can't be there. Elaine

SUGGESTIONS FOR ISSUES OF FAITH CLASS

1. The religious roots of early America (vs. current scene??)
2.  “Hot” issues in theology today
3.  Evolution of the Bible  (oral tradition to modern scholarship)
4.  What do Presbyterians believe today?
5.  Ethical dilemmas facing modern medicine
6.  The affect of the digital revolution on contemporary society
7.  Religion and Politics
8.  Who was Dietrich Bonhoeffer?   Would he be relevant today?
9.  Scientific Issues that are a challenge to Christianity
10. Have we solved the civil rights issue with a Black president
11. Does living together and having children before marriage violate Christian understanding of marriage.   The Christian family today.
12. How can we become more effective in demonstrating our faith in today’s multicultural world.
13.  What is essential for a Christian to know and believe?
14.  Is the Book of Revelation relevant?

Paul, thank you for opening the class today: 

Welcome folks
Offer a prayer
Holy Spirit, teacher and friend, be among us this year in our listening, and be in the words of our speakers, so that as they share we might hear your inspirational ideas for us and our congregation. Guide our class into new understanding of being a disciple of Jesus Christ and our role in being one small part of his body. In his name we pray, Amen. 

Announce next week’s speaker
Introduce this week’s speaker and her subject.


