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CELEBRITIES SELECTED AS SPOKESPERSONS FOR THE 12th ANNUAL NATIONAL BLACK HIV/AIDS AWARENESS DAY

Celebrities and community leaders such as Civil Rights Activist Reverend Al Sharpton; Actress and AIDS Activist Sheryl Lee Ralph; Television and Radio Personality Big Tigger,  Congresswoman Barbara Lee; AIDS Activist Rae Lewis Thornton; Internationally Acclaimed Author and Pastor Terry Angel Mason; Pastor and Community Leader Reverend Edwin Sanders, Author and Political Strategist Ms. Sophia Nelson, Miss Black USA Ocelia Gibson, Author and AIDS Activist Marvelyn Brown, AIDS Activist William Brawner, and HIV/AIDS Youth Advocate Christopher Barnhill have joined together to serve as the 2012 National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day Spokespersons to empower thousands of Black communities across the country to mobilize and join a national movement to stop the HIV/AIDS epidemic. 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), African Americans are the ethnic group most affected by HIV. CDC’s latest reports show that African Americans comprise 14 percent of the U.S. population but account for 44 percent of all new HIV infections.
 “African American men, women, and young people are all affected by this epidemic,” said Nycal Anthony-Townsend, National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day, Strategic Leadership Council Chairperson. “..so we selected spokespersons that can reach, influence, and empower all individuals to get educated, get tested, and get treated for HIV/AIDS. Our theme this year is I am my Brother/Sister’s Keeper: Fight HIV/AIDS, and we have to challenge that mindset in our homes, communities, workplace, churches, mosques, and temples, because we all need to take a stand against HIV/AIDS.”  
The mission of the National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day aligns with the goals of President Obama’s National HIV/AIDS Strategy to:
1. reduce the number of people who become infected with HIV;
2. increase access to care and optimizing health outcomes for people living with HIV; and
3. reduce HIV-related health disparities.
“We are all sick because of AIDS – and we are all tested by this crisis” said President Barack Obama. “Neither philanthropist nor scientist, neither government nor church, can solve this problem on their own – AIDS must be an all-hands-on-deck effort.”

National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day Spokespersons will lend their voice, time, resources and talent to help mobilize Blacks around HIV/AIDS in cities where Black communities are disproportionately impacted and HIV infection rates remain high. Some of these cities include Atlanta, Baltimore, Chicago, Cleveland, Dallas, Detroit, Houston, Los Angeles, Miami, New Orleans, Newark, New York, Oakland, Philadelphia, Raleigh-Durham, San Francisco, Trenton and Washington, D.C. 

As the first HIV/AIDS awareness day formed by any affinity group, the National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day is a national HIV/AIDS community mobilization effort designed to encourage Blacks across the U.S. and Territorial Areas to get educated, get tested, get treated, and get involved in the fight against HIV/AIDS, as it continues to devastate Black communities. Currently, the National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day is directed, planned and organized by a group known as the Strategic Leadership Council who partners with 12 national organizations to mobilize communities and address specific issues in regards to local epidemics. They include:

· 
· 100 Black Men of America, Inc.
· Advocates for Youth, Inc.
· Alliances for Quality Education, Inc.
· Balm in Gilead, Inc.
· Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
· Huston-Tillotson University
· Institute of the Black World
· My Brother's Keeper, Inc.
· Multi-Cultural Addictions Network, Inc.
· National Black Leadership Commission on AIDS
· Rae Lewis Thornton Foundation, Inc.

For more information on National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day, national spokespersons, or events that will be held across the U.S., visit www.NationalBlackAIDSDav.org.
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