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METROPOLITAN

INTERDENOMINATIONAL CHURCH

READY FOR REVIVAL
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 2012
PREPARATION
The Pastor’s entrance and the beginning of the musical prelude 

are the calls to silent, personal preparation for the worship of God.

THE GATHERING

We are standing on Holy ground, And I know that there are angels all around. 
Let us praise Jesus now, We are standing in God’s presence on Holy ground.
LITANY



   





   

Leader:
The Lord is our shepherd, but not ours alone, for the Lord has other sheep not of this fold.

People:
So there shall be one flock and one shepherd.

Leader:
The other folds include Baptists, Catholics, and Mennonites, but the Lord is their shepherd, too.

People:
So there shall be one flock and one shepherd.

Leader:
The other folds include Muslims, Hindus, and Jews, but the Lord is their shepherd, too.

People:
So there shall be one flock and one shepherd.

Leader:
The other folds include rightists, leftists, and centrists, but the Lord is their shepherd, too.

People:
So there shall be one flock and one shepherd.

Leader:
The other folds include the learned, the ignorant, and the innocent, but the Lord is their shepherd, too.

People:
So there shall be one flock and one shepherd.

Leader:
The other folds include peoples of every race under the sun, but the Lord is their shepherd, too.

People:
So there shall be one flock and one shepherd.

Leader:
The other folds include people from every nation on earth, but the Lord is their shepherd, too.

People:
So there shall be one flock and one shepherd.

ALL:

Help us, O Lord, to put the commands of our Shepherd before the claims of our fold.
OPENING HYMN



  
                                    “Jesus Calls Us”

Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult Of our life’s wild, restless sea, 

Day by day his sweet voice soundeth, Saying, “Christian, follow me.”
Jesus calls us from the worship Of the vain world’s golden store, 

From each idol that would keep us, Saying, “Christian, love me more.”

In our joys and in our sorrows, Days of toil and hours of ease, 

Still He calls, in cares and pleasures, “Christian, love me more than these.”

Jesus calls us; by Thy mercies, Savior, may we hear Thy call, 

Give our hearts to Thy obedience, Serve and love Thee best of all.

WELCOME – Visitors standing



   
       
Metropolitan Interdenominational Church is a community of believers inclusive of all and alienating to none, leading the way to spiritual growth by sharing God’s love with the world.

CONCERNS OF CHURCH AND CITY

     
                  D. Billye Sanders
Your tithes and gifts help us:

· Pay the mortgage, utilities (heat, air, water, and telephone), maintenance, and security for the Metropolitan Meeting House;

· Provide free pastoral counseling (spiritual, marital, grief, etc.) services to members of our congregation;

· Fund the First Response Center, where we serve more than 700 people living with HIV/AIDS, and other at-risk persons;

· Pay for the personnel and operating costs of our ministries;

· Provide educational materials and resources to assist in the spiritual growth and development of our community;

· Maintain meeting space for our ministries, including Girl Scouts, various recovery/support groups, and community events;

· Fund our annual Anniversary and Homecoming celebrations;

· Give emergency assistance to members of the congregation and the community through our benevolence fund.  
Every gift of your time, talent, and treasure makes a vital difference in the life

and ministries of Metropolitan Interdenominational Church. Thank you.
CHILDREN’S TIME
SONGS OF PRAISE

              The Voices of Metropolitan, Reginald Green, Director
OFFERTORY 
“For all things come from You, and of Your own we have given You.” 1 Chronicles 29:14
DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly host: Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PROCLAMATION  

THE WORD      



John 10:11-18 
CHORAL RESPONSE


              
                     Harry Emerson Fosdick
Grant us wisdom, Grant us courage, For the living of these days, For the living of these days.
PREPARATORY PERIOD

THE MESSAGE  
     

     


          THE SENIOR SERVANT
VOICES
11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 






     



       John 10:11-18
SERMON NOTES
RESPONSE

Please do not leave the sanctuary or in any other manner create a distraction during the invitational period.  This is a moment of unparalleled importance.

MOMENTS OF REFLECTION                   
                          Voices of Metropolitan
INVITATION TO LIFE IN CHRIST

This church will welcome into its membership any persons who love and accept 
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, and who promise to live according to His Laws of Love, recognizing all people as brothers and sisters for whom He gave His life.
THE LORD’S SUPPER  
       

              
                     Communion Prayer
We do not presume to come to this, Thy table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in Thy manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs from under Thy table.  But Thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy.  Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to partake of this sacrament of Thy Son, Jesus Christ, that we may walk in newness of life and grow to reflect Thy Spirit in all things forevermore.  Amen.       
(We will eat and drink together after all have been served.)
FELLOWSHIP CIRCLE

We’ve come too far to turn back now; 
By the grace of God we’re gonna make it somehow. 
Nobody knows the trouble we’ve seen; 
We’ve come too far to turn back now.

The fear that segregation inspires among the weak in turn breeds fear among the strong and the dominant. This fear insulates the conscience against a sense of wrongdoing in carrying out a policy of segregation. For it councils that if there were no segregation, there would be no protection against invasion of the home, the church, the school. This fear perpetuates the Jewish ghettos in Western civilization, the restrictive covenants in California and other states, the Chinatowns, the Little Tokyos, and the Street of the Untouchables in the Hindu lands. 
(From “Concerning Disciplines of the Spirit,” in For the Inward Journey, p. 92)   HOWARD THURMAN

METROPOLITAN INTERDENOMINATIONAL CHURCH

2128 11th Avenue North – Nashville, Tennessee 37208 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 280779 – Nashville, TN 37228

Phone: (615) 72METRO (726-3876)     Fax: (615) 259-9210      website: www.micwhosoever.org

Rev. Edwin C. Sanders, II, The Senior Servant 

Pastoral Staff: John Cross, Christopher Davis, Darria Janéy Hudson, 
Marcella Lockhart, Regina McCrary, Mary Jo Smiley, 
Clifford Smith, Terry Terrell, Stephanie Thompson, Neely Williams
 UPCOMING EVENTS 
MIDWEEK FELLOWSHIP: Wednesday, May 2, 2012 at 6 pm  
Dinner by Circle 6; Bible Study 7 – 8 pm, Classes for Adults and Children
Next VBS Meetings, Saturdays 10am – noon on May 12th & May 26th 

contact Shirley Early to see how you can help with Vacation Bible School, numerous roles available
Our Girl Scouts are collecting household goods to help residents of Madison Towers furnish their apartments. Any dishes, cooking utensils, pots, pans, linens, lamps, furniture in good condition are needed by May 19th. 
Small items may be left in the box by the church office. Also, any Girl Scout Leader will accept donations. Questions? Contact: Gail Clemmons 243-2026
Extended Dates for Vacation Bible School, June 11th – 16th 

Monday – Friday, VBS classes, 5:30 – 8pm; Saturday, Cook-out & Finale Presentation, 4– 7pm

Metro Scholars Banquet, Friday evening, June 29th
The Girl Scouts are hosting a trip to Chicago July 19-22 for children ages 5 and up accompanied by an adult; estimated cost $225 includes motor coach, hotel, breakfast, and group activities. Contact: Pat Eutsey 504-8768
Midday Meditation Period, Thursdays, 12:10 – 12:50 pm  //  Friday evening Dancercise, 7 pm

Voices of Metropolitan Rehearsal, Saturday, 12 – 2 pm  //  Saturday Evening Worship, 6 – 7 pm
~ Giving Summary ~  
	Date
	Offering - Budgeted
	Offering - Actual 
	Offering – (Un)Realized
	Summary (Un)Realized

	January, 2012
	$ 32,500.00
	$ 33,462.38
	$ 962.38 
	

	February 2012
	$ 26,000.00
	$ 25,217.59
	($ 782.41)
	

	March, 2012
	$ 26,000.00  
	$  21,289.22
	($ 4,710.78)  
	

	Apr. 01, 2012
	$ 6,500.00  
	$  6,761.89
	 $   261.89
	 

	Apr. 08, 2012
	$ 6,500.00  
	$  6,853.80
	 $   353.80
	

	Apr. 15, 2012
	$ 6,500.00  
	$  4,411.95
	 ($ 2,088.05)
	

	Apr. 15, 2012
	$ 6,500.00  
	$  4,632.85
	 ($ 1,867.15)
	

	April, 2012
	$ 26,000.00
	$  22,660.49
	($ 3,339.51)
	

	Year to Date
	$110,500.00
	$ 102,629.68
	
	($ 7,870.32)

	
	
	
	
	


MIDWEEK FELLOWSHIP MEAL SCHEDULE

	May 9
	Circle 7
	May 23
	Circle 2

	May 16
	Circle 1
	May 30
	Circle 3

	
	
	
	


BIBLE  READINGS    

Read…   Pray…   Sacrifice…       Fifth Sunday of Easter         April 30 – May 6, 2012 

Acts 8:26-40                   Psalm 22:25-31               1 John 4:7-21               John 15:1-8
SICK, SHUT IN, and RECOVERING MEMBERS 
         

Leona Johnson

   c/o 3939 Hillsboro Circle; Nashville, TN 37215-2708     463-1976
Anna Nickerson

   2414 Albion Street; Nashville, TN 37208

       327-0503

Mary Grace Williams 
   293 Becklea Drive; Madison, TN 37115     
    
       868-6810

Ruby Jean Williams

   108 Summit Run Place; Hermitage, TN  37076     
       884-9811

Emmilye Wilson-Walton
   P.O. Box 78795; Nashville, TN 37207              
       262-9375
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