


Creative Ways You Can Give to Atonement Lutheran Church

Atonement Lutheran Church is in the middle of an exciting program entitled Catch the Vision -
Share the Hope.  Through this program we will raise funds to help re-root our Christian ministry
in the Sierra Heights neighborhood. How our ministry thrives in 2012 and beyond depends on
your response and God’s blessing.  

Many members are asking, “How can I give more for this important work?”  The simple answer
is that most Atonement members will give to Catch the Vision - Share the Hope out of regular
income.  Many will also give out of accumulated assets.  Those who give from both will make
much larger gifts – heartwarming gifts - that will allow us to reach and even surpass our goal of
$650,000. 

Some possibilities you might consider are:

1. Gifts of Life Insurance
You may have a paid-up or partially paid-up policy that is no longer needed to protect
your family.  Giving this policy to the church may provide you with significant tax
advantages.

2. Gifts of Stocks and Bonds
Stocks and bonds, purchased or inherited, can be given.  If the stock is now worth more
than when acquired, you can avoid capital gains taxes on the increased value, and, if you
itemize deductions, you can deduct the value of the gift up to 30% of your adjusted gross
income with a five-year carry-over for any excess..  It is vital that you give the stocks or
bonds to the church, rather than selling them first and giving the proceeds to the church. 
If the stock is now worth less than when acquired, you should sell the stock and give the
proceeds to the church. U. S. Savings Bonds cannot be given during the lifetime of the
owner.

3.   Gifts from Savings or IRAs
Many people will consider this moment in the congregation’s life to be of such
importance that they will make a gift from savings at this time.  Those who are over 70 ½
might want to consider making a gift of all or part of the Required Minimum Distribution
from their IRAs.

4.   Gifts of Real Estate
Real estate, including mineral rights, can be given to the church.  Consider a “split sale”
deeding an undivided percentage interest to the church prior to the sale, thus avoiding
capital gains taxes on that portion.  You may also receive a charitable deduction for up to
30% of adjusted gross income with a five-year carry-over for any excess.  

5.   Gifts of Personal Property
Antiques, paintings, jewelry, livestock, automobiles are just a few examples.  Various tax
benefits apply.  

Persons considering giving either real estate or personal property should consult with the
congregation to verify that the congregation desires the gift.  Congregations can receive helpful
advice from the ELCA Foundation on this matter.  It is very important that you consult with your
attorney or financial advisor before making gifts from accumulated assets.


