
Dear Christikon Friends:
Christ is Risen, Indeed! We move 

through spring and this Easter season 
thankful for the gift of life and of the 
day. In the midst of much darkness and 
uncertainty we cling to God promise that 
light has, does, and always will shine in 
the darkness, and the darkness will never 
overcome it. Christikon plans faithful 
and creative ways to offer ministry this 
summer, we dare to look to the future with 
hope, and trust God will get us where God 
wants and needs us to be.

There is nothing normal about life right 
now; information and predictions change 
by the day, and sometimes the hour. As we 
plan for this season, here’s our status as of 
the end of April.

First, our staff’s and guest’s health and 
well-being are our highest priority. All 
policies and procedures are under review, 
particularly those related to health care and 
cleaning. Our camp physician, Dr. Ashley 
Quanbeck, has an active role in crafting 
best practices for staff, guests and program

As I write this, camp remains under two 
feet of snow. We monitor local and state 
regulations and Health Department direc-
tives, and our Governor just introduced 
a phased reentry plan. In early May we 
will further assess the situation and make 
plans regarding opening camp and the 
first weeks of staff training and summer 
programming.

The Executive and Finance Committees 
of Christikon’s Board of Directors meet 
regularly and have worked with me to 
develop multiple season scenarios and the 
implications of each. We are committed to 
fund and train summer staff, and provide 
them with the community, support and 
tools they need to do ministry this sum-
mer.

All this means Christikon’s 2020 season 
will happen, even if the exact pattern and 

shape is hard to determine now. Summer 
staff will serve in ministry, even if our site 
isn’t open to campers. We feel this invest-
ment in the present and future leadership 
of our world and the Church is vital, and 
the profound experience staff receive living 
and working in intentional Christian com-
munity too important to give up. Camp 
will look different this summer, but the 
creativity and passion staff bring to the ta-
ble will allow ministry to happen wherever 
and whenever possible.

This summer marks Christikon’s 69th 
year in ministry, one that has impacted 
countless kids, adults and families. We’ve 
endured hard and/or uncertain times be-
fore, and God lead and carried us through 
each trial and tribulation. We trust that 
promise remains this season as well, and 
look for the new opportunities this crisis 
might present. Now as much as ever the 
world needs what we have to give.

We covet your prayers as we discern and 
prepare. No one can predict the future, but 
as always we entrust it to God, and dare to 
follow where God leads. Thank you for all 
the ways you support Christikon’s mission 
and ministry.

— Mark
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A WORD FROM THE DIRECTOR

Planning continues for 69th summer season

Christikon 
staff trainng 
for backpack 
on the Lake 
Plateau.

Christikon’s annual benefit auction is canceled due to 
the COVID-19 restrictions. Stay tuned for a new date, 
which will probably be in the fall.

2020 season updates

• 2020 Work Weekend is canceled. 
• Deck Rebuild will be rescheduled to 

a later date.



The Carlson family and friends group 
gathers each August in the Boulder Canyon. 
This year will mark the 60th anniversary of 
this reunion. But the association goes back 
even further than that. 

As a new Lutheran pastor in Shepherd, 
Montana, Oliver Carlson was part of the 
Yellowstone Conference, which purchased 
Lazy Day Dude Ranch in 1951. It was renamed 
Luther Lodge.

In 1960, Oliver and Gene Carlson returned 
from Madagascar, where they had been mis-
sionaries for six years, and a reunion of family 
and college and seminary friends was planned. 
Luther Lodge, at the head of the Boulder Can-
yon, was the ideal venue. Everyone had such 
a terrific time that it became an annual event. 
Now, 60 years later, we are looking forward to 
our annual gathering at Christikon.

In the early days we brought all our own 
food and kitchen staff. This was quite an 
undertaking for a group that often numbered 
more than 60. Watching the bears at the kitch-
en dump was often the evening entertainment. 
Fishing the river and hiking the trails provided 
endless daytime activities. 

We were at Luther Lodge (Christikon) for 
10 years, and when they grew and filled their 
summer schedule with their own program-
ming, our group moved down the canyon to 

Camp on the Boulder. During our years away 
from Christikon, several of our members 
worked as backcountry staff, and many in 
our group continued to support Christikon 
financially.

Through the years traditions have devel-
oped. Every trail has been hiked dozens of 
times. There are now many avid fly fishermen 
and master knitters. Competitive Scrabble 
games take place each year, and the highlight 
of each week is multigenerational bingo.

In 2018 our group decided to come back to 
Christikon. We were so pleased to be coming 
back to our roots!

Several of our youngest members are now 
the fifth generation of attendees. It’s always a 
challenge for a “newcomer” to try to figure out 
who’s related and who are just life-long friends, 
because that’s what the group has become over 
the years: a closely knit group of people who 
share a love for each other and the wonderful 
wilderness retreat that Christikon offers.

In this time of national and international 
turmoil, we realize that our connections to 
each other and to God’s creation are more 
essential than ever.

Carlson family and friends reunion celebrates 60 years
Carlson reunion in 1967.

Fifth-generation camper Claire caught her first fish 
on a fly rod last summer.

AMY MARGA, LEFT; REV. DR. KARL JACOBSON

We look forward to welcoming our 
speakers for Mountan Weekend 2020. 

Amy Marga is an Associate Professor 
of Systematic Theology and teaches at the 
Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

The Rev. Dr. Karl Jacobson (M.Div., 

Luther Seminary; Th.D., Providence) 
serves as Senior Pastor at Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shepherd in Minne-
apolis, Minnesota. Prior to that, he was 
Assistant Professor of Religion at Augs-
burg College. 

Please visit our website, www.
christikon.org, for more details.

MOUNTAN WEEKEND



The following list is those who have 
chosen Christikon to receive Thrivent 
Choice Dollars from October 3, 2019, to 
April 14, 2020. If you are eligible, please 

consider choosing Christikon.
Thank you to all those who have 

chosen this ministry over the years. We 
are grateful!

Thank you for choosing Christikon with Thrivent Choice

Marty Ambuehl...............................................Billings, MT
Kelly Kaiser Borning ....................................Chandler, AZ
Terry Kaiser Borning ....................................Chandler, AZ
Curtis and Gayle Bummer ..................................Kila, MT
Paul Bummer ................................................. Cortaro, AZ
Philip Bummer .............................................Glendale, AZ
Jim and Lana Donald ..............................Ham Lake, MN
Ed and Kerry Ellertson ....................................Laurel, MT
John C. and Vicki Folkerts ....................... Brookings, SD
Warren and Judy Frank.................................Billings, MT
Phyllis Friesz ............................................Great Falls, MT

Debra Gardner...............................White Bear Lake, MN
Kay Grant .......................................................Billings, MT
Kari Hanson ................................................Park City, MT
Jo Ann and John Hillard .................... Overland Park, KS
Steven Josephson and Anne Saetre Josephson............  
................................................................... Eau Claire, WI
Ervin Ketterling ..............................................Billings, MT
Joy Lindberg ..................................................Billings, MT
Dennis J. Midge ......................................The Villages, FL
Patricia O’Hearn ..............................................Havre, MT
Dale and Anne Olson ................................Bozeman, MT

Robert J. Otterson .................................... Brookings, SD
Mark and Carol Ramseth ..........................Bozeman, MT
Karl Rosenau ........................................Willow River, MN
Neal and Mary Ruedisili ................................Helena, MT
Kathryn Schifferdecker and Doug Steinke ......................  
..................................................................Lake Elmo, MN
Ruth Varland and Sigurd Johnson ..................Fargo, ND
Larry and Judy Vinson .....................................Cody, WY
Dan & Cathy Wiltgen ...............................Absarokee, MT

FORMER STAFF

By Alyssa Small

I’ve spent more time than usual wonder-
ing what God’s up to these days. What’s his 
plan? What possible good could come from a 
frightening disease?

As many of my delights have been placed 
on pause during this pandemic, I’ve begun to 
rely more on the people in my life. And I’ve 
had more conversations with my Christikon 
family than ever — well, since we worked 
together a decade ago.

Relationships formed at Christikon are 
strange. They’re in a bottle — in the wilder-
ness, set apart from the world and its many 
distractions. With limited technology; no 
pool or horses to ride; and treasured camp 
pastimes like making friendship bracelets, 
pressing flowers and playing hackeysack, the 
simplicity of Christikon leaves more than 
enough room for connection and conversa-
tion.

There’s nowhere to hide in such a tight 
community. I’m an introvert, so my first 
nights at camp were always daunting, sitting 
around the big table in the main lodge, 
trying to get to know the strangers sitting 
around me. 

But at Christikon, that simple, inter-
personal environment combines with the 
exhilaration of peaking mountains, the joy 
of harmonizing in worship and the peace 
of pausing in the meadow pondering God’s 
word and listening to the Boulder River roar. 

These are the ingredients for lasting connec-
tion. 

That truth has never been more evident 
than during this pandemic. The world is on a 
rollercoaster of insecurity, danger and loneli-
ness caused by physical distancing. 

When I began to feel the anxiety, I turned 
to the community we built at camp. When 
challenges arise, when life is hard, when I 
need a friend, I know I have dozens of people 
who will show up for me — people I worked 

with or met at Christikon. And I know I 
would support them in turn. 

I’m so grateful for opportunities to stay 
connected to Christikon since I left the sum-
er staff. Volunteering on Work Weekends 
has connected me with longtime stewards of 
our beloved camp who give their time and 
talents to make Christikon safe and com-
fortable. The generosity of those volunteers 
inspires me every year.

I’ve also considered it a privilege to help 
Kerry and Mark produce this newsletter 
twice a year. It gives me joy to design a news-
letter full of photos and stories of the place I 
love. And, I’m a newspaperwoman, so there’s 
an extra perk in getting the early scoop.

Through my years, I have come to un-
derstand that while there’s nothing like the 
smell of the crisp mountan air and phlox 
in May or the familiar roar of the Boulder 
River singing me to sleep at night, those 
aren’t what make Christikon. Just as we are 
the church, people are what make Christikon 
beautiful.

As much as I’ll miss attending Work 
Weekend this year, I know I’ll always have 
Christikon at my fingertips  — by dialing 
any of my friends. Physical distancing is 
challenging, even for an introvert, but it’s not 
impossible, and it’s not for forever. 

Until it’s over, I’ll be in my backyard, sit-
ting in my crazy creek chair, enjoying some 
grape Kool-Aid and gorp, and video chatting 
with my Christikon family.

Ashley Olson, Alyssa Small and Amy Hansmeier 
snap a photo at Fishing Bridge in 2018. The three 
worked on staff together in 2009.

The heart of Christikon is relationship and service



A Network of Support
The people listed below have given one or more gifts (including memorials and directed gifts) between April 14, 2019, through April 14, 2020, placing them in the CTC 
categories listed below at this date. (A “+” sign indicates Capital Campaign included in level total). If you see an error please bring it to our attention. We are grateful for all!

EAGLES ($5,000 and above)
Marty and Brenda Ambuehl .................................Billings, MT
+Eric and Karen Beenken .................................... Sidney, MT
+Dennis and Ann Christ .................................Saint Paul, MN
Paul and Rachel Cox ............................................Billings, MT
+Jim and Lana Donald .................................. Ham Lake, MN
Mark and Julie Donald ..........................................Billings, MT
+Adam and Marie Houghton ........................Bloomington, IL
+Paul and Kathy Kelker........................................Billings, MT
Chris and Amanda Kunard ............................San Diego, CA
+Amanda and Derek Liggett ...........................Roundup, MT
+Lilah Meldahl .......................................................Billings, MT
+Eric and Sue Nord ..............................................Billings, MT
David Olson and Rachel Budelsky .............Bellingham, WA
Allen and Kristin Rapacz ......................................Billings, MT
MOUNTAINEERS ($1,000 - $4,999)
+Tadji and Matt Akhavan Smith ......................Inglewood, CA 
+John and Joann Amend ................................Bozeman, MT
John V. Hanson and Deborah Anspach .............Billings, MT
Jerald and June Berve .........................................Billings, MT
+Jim and Julie Berve ............................................Billings, MT
Kristi Bummer ........................................................Billings, MT
+Peter and Anne Christ .............................Little Canada, MN
Ted Clark ................................................................Billings, MT
+Kevin Edberg ......................................White Bear Lake, MN
+Peggy and Mark Ellingsen-Gravrock .............Tacoma, WA
Dennis and Maxine Erickson ........................Saint Peter, MN
+Cy and Danielle Fixen .......................................Denver, CO
Paul and Nancy Fixen .....................................Brookings, SD
+Frederick and Barbara Gaiser ..................Falcon Hgts, MN
Doreen and John Gates .......................................Billings, MT
+Ann Goplen .................................................... Smithfield, UT
+Paul and Kay Hanson ........................................Billings, MT
Ritt and Roxanne Hoblitt .................................Bozeman, MT
+Laurie Hornung ...................................................Billings, MT
Kyle & Heather Kepner & family .....................Brookings, SD
Tom and Ginger Leibli ................................Coon Rapids, MN
Ernest and Stella Liebenow ............................Livingston, MT
Tibby Lyngby .........................................................Billings, MT
+Cindy and Dennis McLeroy .............................Jackson, GA
+David and Cyndi Meldahl ..............................Bozeman, MT

+Tim Nelson and Margo Melting-Nelson .....Saint Paul, MN
+Dale and Anne Olson ....................................Bozeman, MT
Kris and Derek Olson .......................................Stillwater, MN
Rodney and Marcia Olson ..............................Livingston, MT
Robert J. Persoon .................................................Tucson, AZ
Seth Petersen ..................................................Saint Paul, MN
+Will and Kaia Sappington ...................................Billings, MT
+Shaun and Julie Seedhouse .............................Billings, MT
Barry and Christine Smith .............................Clyde Park, MT
+Jeff and Kate Smith ........................................Stillwater, MN
Kent and Kathy Jo Taylor ............................Watford City, ND
Darryl and Linda Thompson ...........................Bozeman, MT
+George Thompson and Anne Halligan .......Bozeman, MT
+Linda and Rick Troyer .........................................Hardin, MT
+Mark Viste ...............................................Brooklyn Park, MN
Laura and Jeff Welciek .................................. Ham Lake, MN
Marjorie and Richard Wilder .................................. Cody, WY
Dan and Cathy Wiltgen .................................Absarokee, MT
+Carla Zanfes .......................................................Phoenix, AZ
Anonymous ......................................................Brookings, SD
EXPLORERS ($500 - $999)
Tory and Torrian Atkins ....................................Bozeman, MT
+Ben and Mary Buntjer ........................................Billings, MT
Libby and Rick Cameron ................................Bozeman, MT
Jim and Karen Carlson ...............................Chisago City, MN
Elisa and Ken Carrothers .........................................Boise, ID
+Sarah and Nick Cordray ................................Syracuse, NE
Kathy Cypher .........................................................Billings, MT
Edith Evans .....................................................Absarokee, MT
+Amy Hansmeier ......................................................Boise, ID
+Paul Hanson ............................................Mounds View, MN
Kenneth and Teresa Hatfield ...............................Billings, MT
Larry and Marian Heinz ........................................Anoka, MN
Scott and Elizabeth Joing .......................................Edina, MN
Delores Kembel.....................................................Billings, MT
Kathleen and Dennis Kreatz .........................Red Lodge, MT
Scott and Deborah Lange ...............................Plymouth, MN
Mark Lingle and Marnie Sadlowsky .................Stamford, CT
+Frank and Mary Mosdal .....................................Billings, MT
Gerald and LaVonne Nielsen .........................Bozeman, MT
Joyce Olson ......................................................Bozeman, MT

Scott Osthus .................................................Minneapolis, MN
+Darren and Trudi Paulson ..................................Billings, MT
Andy Quanbeck ...............................................Shepherd, MT
Laurie Riemann .....................................................Billings, MT
+Sydney & Jonah Ruen Gilbert.......................Chatfield, MN
Joshlyn and Scott Schlichter ............................Janesville, WI
+Ed and Darlene Selby ........................................Billings, MT
+Sara Smith ........................................................Missoula, MT
Nathan and Barbara Swenson .................... Pine Island, MN
Steven Tjeltveit & Heidi Simpson ...............Minneapolis, MN
Thomas Twiton .......................................................Verona, WI
Tom and Kathy Weichel .......................................Billings, MT
PROSPECTORS ($250 - $499)
Cheri and Earl Alt .....................................................Joliet, MT
Ryan and Amanda Anderson .........................Bozeman, MT
Mark and Cheryl Astrup ...............................Cold Spring, MN
+Lindean & Grant Barnett Christenson .........Bozeman, MT
Peter Becken ...................................................Big Timber, MT
Mark and Beth Beenken ............................Eden Prairie, MN
Beth and Paul Behrens ........................................Tucson, AZ
Paul and Janna Carlson-Donohoe ................Northfield, MN
Bill and Evie Donald ....................................... Ham Lake, MN
Thurston and Betty Dotson ..................................Helena, MT
Jennifer and James Downs Taber ..................Shawmut, MT
+Ed and Kerry Ellertson ........................................Laurel, MT
John and Jana Evelsizer Olson ...........................Decorah, IA
Lois Gorseth ..........................................................Billings, MT
David & Lee Goudzwaard-Vaught ................Saint Paul, MN
David & Lisa Griffin .........................................Saint Paul, MN
Don and Darlene Hackmann ................................Laurel, MT
Kriste and John Hardt ..........................................Littleton, CO
Linka and Greg Holey ...............................Mounds View, MN
Murray and Miriam Jensen ......................New Brighton, MN
+Kenneth and Stephanie Johnson ..........Coon Rapids, MN
David Klee and Christina Ianitelli ................Traverse City, MI
Richard and Sue Knudson............................. Harlowton, MT
Travis Lemke ..............................................Chanhassen, MN
Jane Elizabeth Liggett & Derek Grimmell ..........Billings, MT
Joseph Loy ..................................................Safety Harbor, FL

Continued on next page

Past 12 months



Bennie and Mary Buntjer
Jeri Buntjer Kowo ..................................... Roseville, MN

God’s many blessings
Carla Zanfes ............................................... Phoenix, AZ

All who suffer from brain illness
Larry and Marian Heinz ................................Anoka, MN

Katie and Danny Burke
Terry and Judy May ..................................... Billings, MT

Bjorn Christ
Peter and Anne Christ .......................Little Canada, MN

Della Christ
Peter and Anne Christ .......................Little Canada, MN

Mark Donald
Judy G. Johnson .......................................... Billings, MT

Shirley and Jim Esp
Richard and Sue Knudson .....................Harlowton, MT

Kerry Ellertson
Judy G. Johnson .......................................... Billings, MT

Our kids and grandkids
John Gaddo and Nancy North ..............Lanesboro, MN

My grandchildren
Carla Zanfes ............................................... Phoenix, AZ

Emily Green and Jim Manolis .....................Minneapolis, MN
Tom and Jan Marshall .................................Minnetonka, MN
Terry and Judy May ..............................................Billings, MT
Randy and Joan Mogen..................................Livingston, MT
Kathryn Olsen .......................................................Denver, CO
Peter and Ashley Olsen .....................................Missoula, MT
June Phillips ......................................................Bozeman, MT
Van and Cheryle Pittack .......................................Billings, MT
Jay and Suzanne Rudi ...........................................Edina, MN
Noah Rudi ................................................................Edina, MN
Roger and Sharon Schatzke ...............................Billings, MT
Alyssa Small ..........................................................Billings, MT
+Nancy Thorson ...................................................Billings, MT
+Larry Tjeltveit and Joanne Yamamoto ..................APO, AE
Kari and Ryan Van Schyndel .........................Saint Paul, MN
Kathryn and Mark Vitalis Hoffman...............Middletown, MD
+Teague and Sara Westrope ..............................Billings, MT
Tracy and Pam Willett...........................................Billings, MT
TRAILBLAZERS ($100 - $249)
Paul and Emily Adam ...........................................Billings, MT
Rhonda Alberts .......................................................Austin, MN
Eleanor Andersen .................................................Billings, MT
Donald and Oddlaug Anderson ......................Bozeman, MT
Peter and Berit Andreone ..............................Sioux Falls, SD
Jane and Dan Badger Olson ...............................Duluth, MN
Barbara Bergum....................................................Billings, MT
Richard and Janet Bjelland ..................................Billings, MT
Gary and Karen Broeder ......................................Billings, MT
Caitlin and Ryan Bummer Colbert ......................Billings, MT
Jeri Buntjer Kowo ..............................................Roseville, MN
Pat Burke ...................................................................Grant, FL
Donald Carlson and Sharlene Paquette ..........Laporte, MN
Hans and Carol Carlson ....................................Jackson, MN
Leif and Jessie Carlson ..................................Saint Paul, MN
Mona Clark ............................................................Billings, MT
Don and Patty Cowles .....................................Bozeman, MT
+Emily Crooks ..................................................Brookings, SD
+Rene and Delphine Crothers .....................Centennial, CO
Christine Dale ........................................................Billings, MT
Lynnette Downs ....................................................Billings, MT
+Brian and Jessica Edwards ................................Laurel, MT
Robert and Bonnie Eichenberger ..................Bozeman, MT
Ted Eklund .............................................................Billings, MT
Kristy Foss .............................................................Billings, MT
Diane Fossen ........................................................Billings, MT

Larry and Joy Goehner ..................................Columbus, MT
Kirsten Griffin ...................................................Saint Paul, MN
Milt and Marjorie Hanson ..............................Sioux Falls, SD
+Taryn Hauglie ..............................................Snohomish, WA
Kenneth and Lena Heikes ...................................Billings, MT
Vern and Linda Heisler ....................................Fromberg, MT
Anna & Kurt Helgen Ashenbeck ...................Saint Paul, MN
+John and Patricia Hermanson...............................Boise, ID
Lawrence and Connie Hilzendeger ....................Billings, MT
Heidi and Stuart Hornung ...............................Bozeman, MT
Daniel and Angella Hould ...................Lake Forest Park, WA
Sara Hulsether and John Brugge .....................Madison, WI
Eric and Allyn Hulteng ...........................................Billings, MT
Dennis and Annette Jensen.........................Bellingham, WA
Stephen John .................................................. Uniontown, PA
Bruce and Janet Johnson ...........................Apple Valley, MN
Judy G. Johnson ...................................................Billings, MT
Marvin and Bev Johnson ................................ Fort Peck, MT
Mary Ellen Johnstad ......................................... Emigrant, MT
Steven and Anne Josephson .........................Eau Claire, WI
Margo Kelly ............................................................Billings, MT
Steve and Deb Kind .....................................Greenwood, MN
Jonathan and Jacqueline Klasna .........................Laurel, MT
Kelly and Jim Lane........................................Mantomedi, MN
Steven and Kimberlee Creaser Larsen .White Salmon, WA
Vivian Linden ..........................................................Wilsall, MT
Coralie and Gerald Linder ....................................Billings, MT
Mark and Rietta Malsom ......................................Billings, MT
Larry and Nancy Morris ........................................Billings, MT
Reid Mortensen ..........................................Coon Rapids, MN
Jeff Murray .............................................................Billings, MT
Dave Odenbach & John Stefany ...............Minneapolis, MN

William and Shirley Olinger .............................Scottsdale, AZ
Richard and Barbara Olson .................................Billings, MT
Kirsten Partenheimer ......................................Saint Paul, MN
Bob and Sylvia Peterson ......................................Billings, MT
Dawn Petty .......................................................Shepherd, MT
James and Angela Piper ....................................Houston, TX
Stephen and Nancy Plagens .........................Saint Paul, MN
Sue and Terry Pletkovich ........................................Mesa, AZ
James Polakowski & Cori Sherlock ...........Minneapolis, MN
Jack and Sue Prather ....................................Red Lodge, MT
Joanne Putzker ...................................................Stockett, MT
Rev. Larry and Kathy Quanbeck .........................Billings, MT
Bill and Deb Roberts .....................................Mahtomedi, MN
Dan and Julie Rogness ......................................Kenyon, MN
Katrin and Seth Rumage ...............................Chewelah, WA
Jeff Schwartz and Caroline Schwartz ........Watford City, ND
Donell and Leslie Small ........................................Billings, MT
Bruce and Terry Steel ...........................................Billings, MT
Margit Thorndal ......................................................Laurel, MT
Scott and Beth Ulery ..................................Davidsonville, MD
Robin and Paul Vander Voort ............................ Ashburn, VA
Judy Vogt ...............................................................Powell, WY
Rachael and John Waller .....................................Billings, MT
Marlin and Joy Waylander ...................................Billings, MT
Howard and Shelley Weiss ............................Saint Paul, MN
Mardella and Bill Whitmore .............................Livingston, MT
Michelle Wikner ....................................................Iowa City, IA
Mark and Jan Yokers ............................Normandy Park, WA
Anonymous ..................................................... Green Bay, WI
Anonymous ......................................................Burnsville, MN

Continued from previous page

Continued on next page

Campers play 
games in the 
meadow.

Christikon’s Network of Support
Gifts from individuals, congregations and auxiliaries make it possible for Christikon to carry on the work it is called to do. In addition to undesignated gifts from member 
congregations, we acknowledge with gratitude all gifts listed in this newsletter including these memorial and honorary gifts received between October 3, 2019, through April 14, 2020.

Gifts celebrating special people and events — In Honor of:



Laurie Hornung
Heidi and Stuart Hornung ........................Bozeman, MT

Laurie and Tom Hornung
Marlin and Joy Waylander ........................... Billings, MT

Ramona Kunard
Chris and Amanda Kunard .....................San Diego, CA

Amanda Liggetts’ 
artistic gift of photography

Darren and Trudi Paulson ........................... Billings, MT
86th birthday of Rev. Ernie Larsen

Steven and Kimberlee Creaser Larsen..........................  
.......................................................... White Salmon, WA

Luke Molyneaux
Dale and Sharlene Molyneaux .................... Billings, MT

Owen Molyneaux
Dale and Sharlene Molyneaux .................... Billings, MT

Sofia Molyneaux
Dale and Sharlene Molyneaux .................... Billings, MT

Eric Nord
Jessica Crist and Turner Graybill ..........Great Falls, MT

Heidi Nelson
Kathy Cypher ............................................... Billings, MT

Dale and Anne Olson
Sheila Pinter ................................................ Iowa City, IA

Pastor Darren Paulson
Judy Vogt ..................................................... Powell, WY

Bob Quam
Corrine Becken ...................................... Big Timber, MT

the Christikon Staff
Donell and Leslie Small ............................... Billings, MT

Pastor Elizabeth Sillerud
Judy G. Johnson .......................................... Billings, MT

50th Anniversary of Kurt and Sandy Smith
Jeff and Kate Smith ..................................Stillwater, MN

Pastor Steve Schmidts’  
40th anniversary in mininstry

June Phillips .............................................Bozeman, MT
the birth of Tinsley Lindell Taber

Jennifer and James Downs Taber ........... Shawmut, MT
Pastor Tim Tostengard

Judy G. Johnson .......................................... Billings, MT
Presleigh Wilson

Kathy Cypher ............................................... Billings, MT
Sheldon Wilson

Kathy Cypher ............................................... Billings, MT

Angie Anderson
Gerald and LaVonne Nielsen ..................Bozeman, MT

Gene Andersen
Eleanor Andersen ........................................ Billings, MT

James Anderson
Gerald and LaVonne Nielsen ..................Bozeman, MT

Jack Albin
Dan and Cathy Wiltgen .........................Absarokee, MT

Kent Andersen
Eleanor Andersen ........................................ Billings, MT
Delores Kembel ........................................... Billings, MT

Betty Lou Bartz
Eric and Allyn Hulteng ................................. Billings, MT

Curt Bummer
Lois Gorseth ................................................. Billings, MT

Doug Brekke
Tammy and Charles Cahill ..........................Scobey, MT

Edwin Burger
Kathleen and Dennis Kreatz .................Red Lodge, MT

Sharon Fox Biersdorf
Dan and Cathy Wiltgen .........................Absarokee, MT

Dona Cameron
Libby and Rick Cameron .........................Bozeman, MT

Harry and Joyce 
Carlson

Bill and Deb Roberts .............................Mahtomedi, MN
Jane Clark

Ted Clark ...................................................... Billings, MT
Pamela McCagerty Crist

Bernice Mason ............................................. Billings, MT
Brian Donald Nelson

Kari and Ryan Van Schyndel .................Saint Paul, MN
Bill and Evie Donald............................... Ham Lake, MN

Herbert Dawes
Kenneth and Teresa Hatfield ....................... Billings, MT

Jan Dunlop
Dewey and Doris Anderson ......................... Billings, MT

Eric Furstenberg
Gerald and Janice Hauge...................... Big Timber, MT

Margaret Eklund
Ted Eklund ................................................... Billings, MT

Mike Eastwood
Kenneth and Teresa Hatfield ....................... Billings, MT

Hayden Ferguson
June Phillips .............................................Bozeman, MT

Laura Fontaine
Laurie Riemann ........................................... Billings, MT

Lisa Carlson Griffin
David & Lisa Griffin .................................Saint Paul, MN

Dikken Hoyer
Dewey and Doris Anderson ......................... Billings, MT
Larry and Nancy Morris ............................... Billings, MT

Gary Heidner
Ronald and MaryAnn Conboy ..................... Billings, MT

Irene and Jim Hedegaard
Wayne and Linda Hoedt .........................Columbus, OH

Rev. Jim Holmlund
Gerald and Janice Hauge...................... Big Timber, MT
Roger and Carol Young ............................... Billings, MT

Mick Hogg
Marlys Hogg ................................................. Billings, MT

Marion Harrelson
Jonathan and Jacqueline Klasna ..................Laurel, MT

Peg Hulteng
Dan and Cathy Wiltgen .........................Absarokee, MT

Beverly Mae Jensen
Dennis and Annette Jensen .................Bellingham, WA

Ron Johnstad
Dan and Cathy Wiltgen .........................Absarokee, MT

Art Knudson
Dewey and Doris Anderson ......................... Billings, MT

Eliana Klee
David Klee and Christina Ianitelli.........Traverse City, MI

In Memory of My Father
Carla Zanfes ............................................... Phoenix, AZ

Honorariums continued from previous page

“For all the saints who from their labors rest....your name, O Jesus, be forever blessed.” 
We join with others in remembering and giving thanks for those listed here:Memorial Gifts

Campers gather for worship at the cross in the meadow.

Continued on next page



Molly May
Pat Burke .........................................................Grant, FL
Terry and Judy May ..................................... Billings, MT

Stan Morris
Gerald and Janice Hauge...................... Big Timber, MT

Agnes Olsen
Donna and Roger Olsen........................... Missoula, MT

Lisa Olbro
Linda and Rick Troyer ...................................Hardin, MT

Amanda and Robert Peterson
Kathy Cypher ............................................... Billings, MT

Marc Priest
Arlene Priest ................................................ Billings, MT

Robert Putzker
Joanne Putzker .......................................... Stockett, MT

Thomas Peace
Terry and Judy May ..................................... Billings, MT

Curt Riemann
Laurie Riemann ........................................... Billings, MT

Joyce Rudi
Gloria Schaller ........................................Woodbury, MN

Candi Fox Sroczynski
Dan and Cathy Wiltgen .........................Absarokee, MT

Donna Mae Snodgrass
Dale and Anne Olson...............................Bozeman, MT

Ellen Sondeno
Evelyn Damschen ...............................................Vail, AZ

Jane Stene
Donald and Oddlaug Anderson ...............Bozeman, MT

Joyce Syverson
Larry and Nancy Morris ............................... Billings, MT

Marjorie C. Stephens
Delores Kembel ........................................... Billings, MT
Joy Lindberg ................................................ Billings, MT
Patricia Myser .........................................Saint Paul, MN
Sharyn Olson ........................................... Roseville, MN

Marvin Schock
Fern Schock ................................................. Billings, MT

Oren Scott
Carla Zanfes ............................................... Phoenix, AZ

Peggy Hinnaland Smith
Sara Smith ................................................ Missoula, MT

Tim Schock

Fern Schock ................................................. Billings, MT

Dan and Cathy Wiltgen .........................Absarokee, MT

Robert and Joyce Thompson

Darryl and Linda Thompson ....................Bozeman, MT

Stan West

Rev. Larry and Kathy Quanbeck ................. Billings, MT

Camp Equipment and Improvements
Donald and Oddlaug Anderson ......................Bozeman, MT
Caitlin and Ryan Bummer Colbert ......................Billings, MT
Dale and Sharlene Molyneaux ............................Billings, MT
Thomas Twiton .......................................................Verona, WI
Ian Van Schyndel ............................................Saint Paul, MN
Will Van Schyndel ...........................................Saint Paul, MN

Camp Scholarships
Ritt and Roxanne Hoblitt .................................Bozeman, MT
Eric and Allyn Hulteng ...........................................Billings, MT
Delores Kembel.....................................................Billings, MT
Joy Lindberg ..........................................................Billings, MT
Patricia Myser ..................................................Saint Paul, MN
Sharyn Olson .....................................................Roseville, MN

George Thompson and Anne Halligan ..........Bozeman, MT
Thomas Twiton .......................................................Verona, WI
Kari and Ryan Van Schyndel .........................Saint Paul, MN
Anonymous ..................................................Minneapolis, MN

Brekke Bummer Staff Endowment Fund
Dewey and Doris Anderson .................................Billings, MT
Michael and Joan Brown .....................................Billings, MT
Kristi Bummer ........................................................Billings, MT
Tammy and Charles Cahill ..................................Scobey, MT
Lois Gorseth ..........................................................Billings, MT
Jack and Kathleen Gregg ....................................Billings, MT
Bonnie Hovik Clausen ..........................................Billings, MT
Lana and Richard Johnson..................................Billings, MT
Steven Tjeltveit & Heidi Simpson ...............Minneapolis, MN

2020 Benefit Auction
Doreen and John Gates .......................................Billings, MT
June Phillips ......................................................Bozeman, MT
Tracy and Pam Willett...........................................Billings, MT

Sojourner Scholarships
Paul and Emily Adam ...........................................Billings, MT
Libby and Rick Cameron ................................Bozeman, MT
Christine Dale ........................................................Billings, MT
Larry and Marian Heinz ........................................Anoka, MN
Mark and Rietta Malsom ......................................Billings, MT
Larry and Nancy Morris ........................................Billings, MT
George Thompson and Anne Halligan ..........Bozeman, MT
Thomas Twiton .......................................................Verona, WI
Anonymous ..................................................Minneapolis, MN

Directed gifts:

Other Gifts to be used where needed:
G. Todd and Linda R. Baugh ...............................Billings, MT
Loren and Carolyn Beling ..............................Big Timber, MT
Mark and Julie Cutler .........................................Palmetto, GA
Julie Dickinson ......................................................Roscoe, MT
Bonnie and Jim Evanson ................................Livingston, MT
Harold and Dorothy Everson ...............................Billings, MT
Bob and Dona Haines .........................................Willmar, MN
Carl E. and Janice Jahr ........................................Billings, MT

Ron and Phyllis Jarrett ....................................Big Timber, MT
Mark and Shirley Jennings ..................................Billings, MT
Corky and Lois Johnson .................................Bozeman, MT
James and Joan Johnson...............................Bozeman, MT
Steve and Joycelyn Matheson ...........................Mound, MN
Charlie & Linden Olinger ......................................Billings, MT
John and Marilyn Olson ....................................... Sidney, MT
Marilyn J. Olson ................................................Livingston, MT

Neal and Mary Ruedisili .......................................Helena, MT
Dave Schmitt ..................................................... Mankato, MN
Robert and Glennine Schoen ...............................Hardin, MT
Alan and Maria Tjeltveit ....................................Allentown, PA
Duane and Diane Tronrud .............................Big Timber, MT
Anonymous ..................................................Minneapolis, MN

Memorials continued from previous page

Campers gather in the main lodge for breakfast.
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DONOR SPOTLIGHT

By Noah Rudi

As a kid, I’d heard stories about Chris-
tikon from family and friends while growing 
up in Minnesota. 

A camp in the wilderness? A camp 
without pools and beaches? 
Without canoes and mowed 
lawns? Where music encom-
passes hymns and liturgy but 
also the sounds of the Boul-
der River and majestic pine 
trees? And where campers 
actually folk dance? 

Only once I had the opportunity to 
experience camp for myself was I absolutely 
hooked. Seeing the community joke around 
together and participate in group discus-
sions about everything from board games to 
Scripture was exciting. 

I enjoyed watching counselors perform 
silly skits and chomping snacks at canteen 
time. The songs and family-style meals in 
the lodge felt welcoming. The exhilarating 
feeling of peaking a mountain for the first 

time, and the ability to do that as a middle 
schooler with some of my best friends in the 
world, was awesome! I had never had oppor-
tunities like those coming from a humble 
Minnesotan camping background. 

These experiences kept me wanting to 
go back year after year and are the reasons 
I chose to donate to Christikon while I was 
still a camper. I wanted Christikon to con-
tinue offering these transformative weeks in 

the mountains to as many young people as 
possible. 

Having the ability to contribute even 
a little to keeping this thing I love alive is 
something I do without reservation and with 
pride. God calls us to be the church wherev-
er we are. I want Christikon to keep being 
church in the Montana mountains.

Noah Rudi is a new member of Christikon’s 2020 staff.

Giving to help our church in the mountains continue

NOAH RUDI
Campers and staf gather at the central campfire for worship at the end of the day.

 
   

To send a gift to Christikon, include this form 
with your check and mail it to:
 Christikon
 1108 24th St. W.
 Billings, MT 59102
Or make a gift online at christikon.org

Congregation

Email

City, State, ZIP

Address

Name(s)

To support the special ministry of Christikon, enclosed in a gift of: 
o$600 o$480  o$300 o$250 o$100 o

This gift is:
o for membership in the Christikon Trailblazers Club
o to be used wherever it is needed o for camping scholarships for at-risk youth
o for camp improvements/equipment o for other need-based scholarships

This gift is given:
o in memory of
o in honor of

o Please send acknowledgement to 

*Your name(s) will not be listed in published “thank you” listings.
o Please keep this gift anonymous.*

To give online, visit 
christikon.org/give

oo for Capital Campaign


