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Giving reverence to God, the Keeper and Sustainer of life.  Honor and respect to Presiding officer: 1st Vice-President Jones; 2nd Vice-President McConnell, 3rd Vice President Cain, and 4th Vice President Lee; Presidents of our various auxiliaries: Dr. Beverly Thomas, Bro. David A. Bozeman, Bro. James Lucas, Sis. Ruby Hunt, Kamilah Hampton, Rev. Marcus Wisham and Directors Paulette Williams-Thomas and Tracy Thread. To our dean, Dr. Marlene Smoot and the entire staff and faculty of the Baptist General State Congress; To Rev. Dr. Louis E. Malone, President of the Baptist General State Convention, and all other state officers; National Baptist Congress President, Dr. George Waddles; Host District, Central, Dr. Mark A. McConnell, Moderator, Rev. Pat Pollard, Congress President; all the Pastors represented here on tonight. Our guest Lecture, Dr. Michael P. Williams, to my Moderator, Rev. Dr. Kerry L. Newburn and the Progressive Baptist District and Rev. Charles Threadgill and Rockford and Vicinity; and to my special guest who have come to share this occasion in my honor, to the delegates of this the 96th Annual Session of the Baptist General State Congress of Christian Education of Illinois. I greet you in the magnificent and meaningful name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. As always, I first say thank you to Him. For it is by His presence and His power that I am more than a conqueror.
I am here tonight to give an account of my stewardship as well as give you the message that God has given me regarding our theme.  
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
My warmest gratitude and appreciation is extended to:

1. Dr. Michael P. Williams___ His wiliness to come and be a blessing to our Congress.  He is a life time friend to me and my family, a fellow comrade in this Gospel, and He is one of my personal mentors.  
2. Dean Smoot___ For her work in this Christian Education Auxiliary.  I pray God’s riches blessing upon your life.

3. Rev. Pat Pollard___ For the splendid job in lifting the mantle of commitment and pursuing excellence in his work and office.
4. Progressive___ We are a newly organized association with many challenges.  But we have a big God on our side.  I appreciate you allowing me to be a part of such a great and awesome district and opportunity as well.  
5. The United Faith M.B. Church—You are the greatest.  You make me look so good in my office. I can’t help but be proud to be the Pastor of such a magnificent people. 
6. My Wife___​ Jacqueline O. Tate.  If I ever thought I would be without you, I would beg God to give me the wherewithal to keep you.  You are my relentless cheerleader, always finding the exit for me so I never crash and burn.  It is your unexceptional qualities as a wife as well as your prophetic essence as a woman of God that makes me strong and impregnable.  Tonight, I really want to salute you for all you represent in a woman.  You give plenty love; you deserve the best; you are my queen on the throne.  You are my darling, darling baby.                                
MEMORIAL

1. Those who have left this walk of life to join Him who fulfills the hopes and dreams of every battle scared Christian by allowing them to live with Him eternally.  We pause to pay tribute to their memory.
a. Dr. William Fristoe
b. Dr. Isaac Singleton

c. Dr. Lundy Savage

d. Dr. John H. Rouse

e. Mrs. Annie Dandridge
RECOMMENDATIONS

1. I would like to modify the banner from Enlightenment, Enlistment, and Enlargement to Evangelism, Education, and Equipping. I feel that our logo should reflect our objective for the 21st century church.

STEWARDSHIP

I have represented you with great honor on the Local, State, and National level.  I have attended all Board Meetings and special seminars as required with my office.  
I have attempted to disperse and implement every informational piece that I viewed as vitally important to Christian Education here in Baptist General.  From a personal perspective with the aid of the Holy Spirit:
1. I was appointed Midwest Regional Coordinator for the Sunday School Publishing Board.
2. I was the lecture for the Berean District Leadership School.

3. I conducted my first Midwest Regional Meeting.
4. I attended the Address of Dr. Relda Owens Matthews, Dean of Missouri Baptist State Congress. Now, President elect.

5. I attended the address of Rev. Joseph Tracy, President of the New Salem Congress of Christian Ed.

6. I attended the address of Dr. Carlton R. Caldwell, Moderator of Berean District Association where I gave greetings.

7. I attended the Salem District Annual Session where I gave greetings on the Nurses and Ushers night.

8. I attended the address of the Rev. Claude White, President of the New Era District Congress where I served as lecturer.
God bless you is my prayer.

Humbly submitted,

Dr. L.D. Tate
MESSAGE

God has allowed us once again to gather in His name.  As I stated in the Official opening of this Session, we are here this week to give focus to our theme, “Solidarity with the Savior through His Word.”  In time past, choices were not as vast and the distractions were not as compelling.  But the issue is still the same, life is filled with distractions.  And, President Scruggs cites that, “One of the saddest truths of these modern times is that so many professing Christians neglect to study and familiarize themselves with the Bible, this invaluable and life changing gift from God.”  President Waddles cites that, “The spiritual catalyst for our commonality and the essential undergirding of our oneness and solidarity is based on the Words of our Christ.’’  He further states, “The Word of God is our foundational basis.”  For the Christian, solidarity finds its existence in the belief/activity of the whole Bible, leaving no room for compromise.  The idea of solidarity is defined as, “An agreement of feeling or action, esp. among individuals with a common interest.” In order for us to harness the benefits of our solidarity, we must pay close attention to our condition as we really are.  Solidarity has its beginning and its detachment in the garden.  Genesis 3:1-10.  
This disconnect of solidarity begins with the temptation and its process.  

1. The Word of God is questioned—verse 1.




2. The Word of God is denied—verse 4.
3. The Word of God is misrepresented—verse 5.
Man was created by a direct act of God, directly from the dust of the ground.  Man was made with a freedom of will, without which he would not have been in the likeness of God—solidarity.  Although aware of the restriction, they chose to violate their relationship with the Creator thus, changing their relationship forever.  This brings me to what I would like to preach about tonight.
Text: “Seeing Life From God’s Point of View; Phil. 4:11-13”

A presentation to God about any and every situation should not be accompanied by worrying about the condition.

Paul had detached himself from nonessentials so that he could concentrate on the eternal.  How can you find true commitment to solidarity?  The answer lies in your perspective, your priorities, and your power source. 

The power we receive in union with Christ is sufficient to do His will and to face the challenges that arise from our commitment to doing it.  From the experience which Paul had in these various conditions of life, he comes to a general conclusion, “I can do all things.”
I’ve Learned—“independent of others” and “sufficiency in one’s self.”  To learn would suggest he had acquired invaluable lessons surrounding the subject matter.  
Some conditions are created out of commitment. When seeing life from God’s point of view, Paul cites: 
I.  Unexpected Condition.  Vs. 11

a) Despite all of his discomfort, he was grateful for the little he did have.

b) He learned that God will provide irrespective of conditions/circumstances.

II.  Outward Condition.  Vs. 12

a) One’s condition should not dictate the height or depth of contentment.

b) Conditions that he could not change were regarded as the will of God; useless frustration.

III. Inconceivable Condition.  Vs. 13

a) I have learned; I know; I am instructed; I can; Theses expressions define trusting God in every particular situation.

b) The strength for everything lies in the One who continually empowered him.

I am strong for all things in the Christ who empowers me;
Through/in;  en—prep. (by implication) instrumentality and/or position;
Strong; ischyō—"strong, mighty," "to be strong in body; to be robust, in sound health.”
Strengtheneth; endynamoō— “to render strong” translated inwardly strengthened or enabled; suggesting strength in soul and purpose.  Inward strength due to inward residency—Holy Spirit.
He could bear any trial, perform any duty, subdue any evil propensity of his nature, meet all the temptations and adversities to his life.  

I can turn the worst into the best.


the least into the most.



the lowest into the highest.



the vilest into the purest. 



the meanest into the kindest.



the poorest into the richest.


 prison into paradise.



hell into heaven.


      despair into delight.
The Process of Temptation
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