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PASTOR’S  
PROJECTS                   

 

9:00 AM                    
SUNDAY  ADULT 

  CLASSES 
           

 6:00 PM  
8th GRADE 

CONFIRMATION     
FALL CLASSES  

 
9:30 AM 

TUESDAY EARLY 
CHILDHOOD CHAPEL 

SERVICES 
 

TROJCAK/BEAG:LE 
WEDDING                   

SATURDAY, OCT. 21st  
 

ONGOING FLOODING 
ASSISTANCE FOR 

 MEMBERS & FRIENDS 
OF HOLY CROSS 

 

EARLY PREPARATION  
FOR ADVENT AND    

CHRISTMAS SERVICES  

 
   

 

 

 
 

2017 

THE MONTH OF  
OCTOBER   PASTOR’S ARTICLE 

Pastor Francis L. Schroeder 
Holy Cross Lutheran—Nederland 

  

“REFORMATION 500” 

On October 31st, we celebrate the 500th Festival of the    
Reformation. The Reformation was not a revolutionary act 
or the beginning of a movement. The Reformation was not      

anti-Catholic, it was pro-Jesus. Martin Luther simply desired 
to proclaim the Gospel everlasting that had been             

proclaimed but which over time had been obscured and    
diluted. Luther had no desire to start his own church but 

was calling upon the church to reform.  
The Reformation was about the centrality of Jesus Christ in 

worship. Worship is not about what we do for God but 
about receiving God's good gifts through faith. In the Divine 
Liturgy  the Lamb on the Altar is central. Jesus Christ gives 

us His very body and blood. We receive.  
The Reformation was about the centrality of Jesus Christ in 
preaching. The central message of all the Scriptures is Jesus 
and what He did for us. The Bible is not about us. The Bible 
is all about Jesus. The Bible is not a collection of sayings or 
an instruction manual. It's about how you failed to follow 

the instructions and are a sinner. It is about the Gospel      
everlasting. The Gospel everlasting is Jesus. 

The centrality of Christ is worth fighting for. We must never 
think that we have arrived. When we start thanking God 
that we are not like those sinners over there, we miss the 

point of the Reformation. We need Jesus and Jesus gives you             
everything. Your very life depends on receiving Jesus!       

There is no such thing as too much Jesus! 
 

Blessed October to you! 
Pastor Francis L. Schroeder 
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 SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 

AT HOLY CROSS 
 

 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER  1st  
   THE 17th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST   10:30 AM 
   LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE SUNDAY 
    Service with Holy Communion 
     
     
SUNDAY, OCTOBER  8th    
   THE 18th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  10:30 AM 
    Creative Worship Service  
     With the Band  
 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER  15th    
   THE 19th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  10:30 AM 
    Service with Holy Communion & Adult Choir 
 
 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER  22nd    
   THE 20th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  10:30 AM 
    Creative Worship Service 
 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER  29th 
   THE CELEBRATION OF THE REFORMATION 10:30 AM 
    Creative Worship Service 
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IN OUR SUNDAY MORNING PRAYERS WE LIFT UP…... 

 
October 1st  
Genesis Lutheran Church – Buchanan Dam, Texas 
Pastor Jan "Trey" Rienstra  (Son of Holy Cross) 
 
October 8th   
Hope Lutheran Church - Winnie, Texas 
Pastor Richard LeBlanc 
 
October 15th 
St. Paul Lutheran Church - Sheboygan, Wisconsin 
Pastor Alan Kretschmar (Son of Holy Cross) 
 
October 22nd  
Grace Lutheran Church - Orange, Texas 
Pastor Joe Howlett 
 
October 29th  
St. Paul Lutheran Church - Groves, Texas 
Pastor Richard Turner  
 
November 5th   
St. Paul Lutheran Church - Jasper, Texas 
Faith Lutheran Church - Woodville, Texas 
Pastor Mark Follett  
 
November 12th   
Redeemer Lutheran Church - Beaumont, Texas 
Pastor Fred Kelm 
 
November 19th   
Trinity Lutheran Church - Port Arthur, Texas 
Pastor Tim Dinger & Pastor Mario Casillas  
 
November 26th      
St. John Lutheran Church - Beaumont, Texas 
Pastor Doug Rathgeber & Pastor Jim Menke (Interim) 

DID YOU KNOW THIS FOR OCTOBER & NOVEMBER? 

http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/group-prayer-clipart
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DID YOU KNOW THIS TOO ? 

 
HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN NOW ON YOUR SMARTPHONE!  All you need 
to do is type holycrosstexas and you will pull up the information for worship 
services, events for the week, registration forms, our newsletter, and a   30 
minute video from Lutheran Media Ministries.   For those on laptops you 
may go to www.holycrosstexas.org  for our complete website    
 
OUR DAILY BREAD (September, October, & November) are available in 
the narthex. PORTALS OF PRAYERS (July, August, & September) are 
available in the narthex of the church.   
 
CIRCUIT PROFESSIONALS CONFERENCE  will gather at 8:30 AM for cof-
fee and refreshments, 9:00 AM for Opening Devotion, 9:15 AM for Bible 
Study, 10:30  AM for Topical Study, 11:15 AM for Circuit Business and Casuistry.  
The next Circuit Professionals Meeting will be held at  Grace      Lutheran 
Church in Orange on Tuesday, September 12th. 
 
HOLY CROSS HOMEBOUND MEMBERS receive on a weekly basis an CD of 
Holy Cross’ Sunday morning services and on a monthly basis a DVD from    
Lutheran Ministries Media. 
 
PASTOR JAMES MENKE accepted the Call to be the Interim Pastor of         
St. John Lutheran Church in Beaumont. He was installed on Sunday, August 
20th. 
 
BULLETINS RECEIVED FROM OTHER CONGREGATIONS 
  Camp Lone Star in La Grange, Texas 
  Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Maplewood, Minnesota  
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OUR STEWARDSHIP AT HOLY CROSS 

SEPTEMBER 2017 
 

 ATTENDANCE ENVELOPES      DESIGNATED      SPECIAL 
09/03  114  $9,334.73  $ 85.00  $0.00 
09/10  135  $6,176.00  $ 150.00     $3,691.00 
09/17   185  $9,344.00  $3,108.00  $ 0.00 
09/24   190  $7,079.00  $10,839.52  $ 0.00
     

2017 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  STATISTICS 
 

TOTAL SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE:                   6,075 
NUMBER OF WEEKS CELEBRATED IN 2017:     39 
 
TOTAL MID-WEEK ATTENDANCE IN 2017:           864 
AVERAGE MID-WEEK ATTENDANCE:               86 
NUMBER OF MID-WEEK WORSHIP DAYS:      10 
 
AVERAGE SUNDAY ATTENDANCE FOR 39 WEEKS IN 2017:               156  
 
 

2017 FINANCIAL HEALTH OF HOLY CROSS 
 
WEEKLY BUDGETED EXPENSES:              $ 14,089.22 
 
HOLY CROSS YEAR TO DATE BUDGET             $549,497.58 
HOLY CROSS YEAR TO GATE GIVING             $ 297,777.03 

     $-251,720.55 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 



 6 

 

SUNDAY MORNING CLASS BEGINNING 

 ON SEPTEMBER 10th 
 

We will cover the following themes from the movie 

 “THE SHACK” 

‘WHERE IS GOD WHEN I NEED HIM?” 

“HOW DOES GOD SEE ME?” 

“WHY ARE YOU DOING THIS TO ME?” 

“HOW CAN I KNOW THE HEART OF THE FATHER?” 

“SO YOU JUST LET HIM GET AWAY WITH IT?” 

 

JOIN US IN CONFERENCE ROOMS A& B  

ON SUNDAYS AT 9:00 AM! 
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1—Lauri Ford 
     Norman Hempel 
     Loretta Williams 
 
2—Neely Byrd 
     Blake Krukiel 
      
4—Ashley Lindsay 
     Alan Trojcak 
 
5—Tyler Dunlap 
      Christie Escobar 
      Kelly Meriwether 
      Makenzie Philen 
  
6—Shele Eason 
     Kristal Spinks 
     Sharon Wright 
      
7—William Barron 
      Avery Kotz 
      Lucille Wabs 
       
8—Farrell Herring 
 
10—Autumn Dahl 
       Ronnie Vize 
   
11—Kim Barron  
       Dennis Becker  
 
12—LuAnn Hansen 
       Lola Rice 
    
14—Jim Lavespere 
       Kathy Pinnt 
       Donna Reue 
       Cain Shaw 
 
15—Donna Thornton 
 
16—Dolores Hussey 
       Mickey Kieschnick 
       Kathleen Tate 
 
17—Ken Ludwig 
       Ryan Schulze 
       Dan Wingate 
 
18—Becky Neeb 
       Daniel Nguyen 
       Pam Williams 

 
19—Slade Hicks 
       Kyler Terrell 
       Trina West 
 
20—Josie Gunter 
       Helen Harbour 
       Renee’ O’Connor 
       Kyler Spinks 
       Candra Tate 
       Aiden Trevino         
       Pam Wolfe 
 
21—Susan Cassill 
       Amanda Longlet 
 
22— Chelsey Gallagher 
        Adam Richard 
        Kelsea VanBrocklin 
 
23—Jenny Brown 
       Ann Huebel 
             
24—Stefanie Boudreaux 
       Colin Londenberg 
       Hannah Torres 
 
25—Lindsay Caswell 
       Jeff Louvier 
 
26—Tom Fritsche 
       Tatum Miller 
        Jo Ann Vize 
 
27—Daryl Williams 
      
29—Steve Vincent 
 
30—Laynie DeSerrano 
       Saige Kieschnick 
 
31—Jody Chesson 
       Will James  

octoBER 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

3—Risa & Ed Zizmont 
 
9-Melanie & Kris Halbert 
   Rachel & Carl Hottendorf 
 
10--Donna & Ronnie Gunn  
      Jeannie & Rick Heider 
 
12-Tricia & David Trevino 
 
14--Pam & O.W. Withrow 
         
16—Marla & Wade   
          Kieschnick 
 
20—Melody & Eddie Gack 
 
22—Lauri & Troy Ford 
 
29—Jessica & Jamie  
             Lavespere  
 
31-Sheryl & Randy Vincent 

I can’t tell you how  
surprised we were when  
bags of goodies, cleaning 

supplies and necessities were 
dropped off at our house!  
 I was brought to tears by 
how much love you sent to 

our humble home during this time. 
 

Yours in Christ,  
Jon, Erin, Michael & Kaylie Sowarby  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Wednesdays at 5:15pm  

If you are interested  
In joining the choir,  
    You may contact 

Lauren Milner-Sanchez  
       at 679-6062 

Hand bell Practice 
Wednesdays at 7:15pm 
 If you are interested in 
playing the handbells, 

please contact  
Anita Ashby 
 at  201-5047 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Check Out” our new 

books available 
 on the red cart in the  

Narthex.  We have some 
new adult & children 

books on Martin Luther & 
the Reformation.  Please 
feel free to take 1 or 2—
just leave check out card 
in the bucket provided on 

the cart.  You can also 
visit our Church Library 

in the Education Bldg.  
 If  you take a book,  
just sign your name 
 on the card & leave 

 it on the desk. 
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LUTHER FEST 

 

Saturday, October 28 

 

11:00 – 3:00 (ish) 

 
Everyone is invited to come for an afternoon of fun for this Holy Cross version of  

Oktoberfest.  We will celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation and  

the 60th anniversary of Holy Cross. 

 

Many of the activities are being sponsored as a fund-raiser by different groups at Holy 

Cross.  We will begin selling tickets in early October, and they can also be purchased 

the date of the event. 

 

Plans for the day include food, music, games, and crafts.  Visiting with friends is a 

must!  Below is as tentative schedule. 

 

 Food and drinks    11:00 – 2:00  

 

 Baking contest winners announced    11:00 

 

 Quilted items for sale    11:00 until all sold out! 

 

 Washers    12:00  

 

 Races for kids     12:30 

 

 Crafts     1:00 

 

 LUTHR (our spin on Bingo)    1:30 

 

 Music   11:00 – 3:00 

 

 Dancing     - whenever you feel like it!! 

 

 

GERMAN FOR A DAY!! 



 9 

 

Lutheran Women who are:  
In the Word, of the Word, walking 
with their Lord!   We have many  

opportunities for the congregation to 
help us with our mission projects.  

  News from our: 
 Lutheran Women’s   
Missionary League 

QUILTING CIRCLE: 
EVERY THURSDAY  
  at 9:30am in the  

Conference Rooms. 
Everyone is welcome to come sew with us. 
We’re still taking donations of material, blue 
jeans, or cash for supplies. We appreciate 
each  of you for supporting our efforts for 

this worthy mission project.  If you’re  
unable to quilt with the group you can work 

from home.  Call Rosie at #201-5710 & 
she’ll get you set up.   

Sewing Machines are available. 

LWML 
 

Tuesday, October 10 at 6pm 
 

Hostesses:  
Jan Laurents, Sarah McCall  

 

Program: 
“Bound Up” 

    
Activities:  

Election of Officers 
Decide on where Mission Tree  

funds will go 
All ladies are invited to join us!    

 

 
 

Deadline  
for  

November   
Newsletter  
isMonday,  

October 23rd!  

                   Early Childhood Education News 
God has blessed us!   

Our school opened with just 2 days delay and we are very glad to see  
new and returning students…..  

We continue to keep all those affected by recent hurricanes in our prayers.  
Thank you to the many helping hands at school.   

 
Dates for October:  

 October 11 & 12—Pizza Fundraiser Days—Notes will be sent home,   
 October 17—ECE Openhouse—6-6:30pm Kindermusik show off 
                                                           6:30-7:30pm Meet and /Greet  
 October 19—Vision and hearing screening : Mrs. Maxwell & Mrs. Smiley 
 October 25 & 26—NO Carnival for the 4’s 
 October 30 & 31—Fall Celebrations/Pumpkin Parties 

 

There are limited classroom openings remaining— 
contact school office for more information #722-2177.   

 

LWML & ECE  

invites the congregation to help with our  

Thanksgiving Baskets  
by donating nonperishable food items to fill our baskets.  

 Please place items in the baskets located in the Education Building & the church narthex.  

We will be collecting items until, Sunday, November 19th.    

Monetary donations, used to purchase perishable items,  

may be given to Judy Sturgis or 

 Ruth Anne Perryman.  

 If you know of any families that have a need,  

please let them know.    
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Sunday Morning   
Classes resume  
at 9am Sunday,  

September 10 @9am 
 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  has a place for  everyone in your family! 
Contact DCE Kristy Witek at 722-1609 or email at dcekristy@sbcglobal.net   

for more information!  Bring a friend! 
 

 Pastor Francis Schroeder’s Adult Bible Class  
Conference Room A & B (New Office Building) 

  
Youth (5th-12th)Bible Class 

TBA 
All Children (3 years old through 4th Grade) 

Education Building Big Room 
 

Children will experience WHOLE story of  the Bible through fun and engaging sto-
ries with an interactive flannel graph, crafts, Bible readings and worship songs. By 
joining us on Sunday mornings children are not only beginning a journey through 

the Bible, but the lifelong journey in a relationship with Jesus.  
 

***************************************************************************** 
 

Wednesday Midweek & Confirmation Classes  
5:30pm— Free Meal in the Family Life Center 

FREE MEAL: Holy Cross is planning to serve a light supper for anyone who attends the 
Wednesday evening classes:  kids in Weekday School & Confirmation Classes, young adults 
in the high school/college class, adults in the Life Light classes, & all teachers.  The  meal 

will be served on Wednesdays from 5:30 - 6:00pm, in the Family Life Center.  Even if parents 
are running late, the kids can take their plates to the classroom at 6:00pm.  
6:00pm—Classes for Kindergarten through College Age 

 

Midweek Program for K-4th Grade 
SPARK: Activate Faith 

Classes Wednesdays @ 6pm 
 

Students will gather first for large group time which will include the opportunity to 
sing & get the jiggles out,  followed by class time & Memory Work time.  

Our Wednesday lessons correspond to the lessons  
Pastor will use each Sunday (from our Lectionary) 
 helping kids get more out of  both worship and  
mid-week classes! What we learn on Wednesday 
 will be the highlight of  our services on Sunday!  

We hope you will join us!  
Friends are always welcome! 

 

Schedule for K-4th Grade: 5:30pm-Meal; 6pm-6:15pm – Opening in Sanctuary;  
6:20pm-7pm – Lesson in Classrooms; 7pm-7:15pm – Memory Work Time 
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Holy Cross’ Beautiful, New “Baptism tree”! 
 

Many of you may have noticed one of the walls in our narthex being transformed into a tree.  
Each leaf represents a baptized member of our Holy Cross Lutheran  

Church Family from our church’s inception.  
This is a project that our own members, Beth and Russ DeVillier  

have taken on to beautify our church.  Other members that have been 
 instrumental in this project are Siegfried Stahl who did the wall,  

Wade Kieschnick who did the metal tree trunk and  
Mary Helen Terrell who supplied all the names  

of the baptized members for the tree.  
 Please check out this beautiful addition.  

  

Thank you to Beth, Russ, Siegfried, Wade & Mary Helen  
           for your dedication to this project and your church home.   

Tailgate  

Trick-or-Treat  

POSTPONED 

this year. 
 

Due to our LutherFest on        
Saturday, October 28, we will not 

be having our  annual Tailgate Trick
-or-Treat Festival. The 500th Anni-
versary of the Reformation doesn’t 

happen every day, so while we love 
the Tailgate Trick-or-Treat, we are 
putting all our time and effort into 
LutherFest. Please alert family and 

friends that are regular attendees of 
our Tailgate Trick-or-Treat so they 

are not disappointed come Hallow-
een Night. Please make plans to join 
us at LutherFest. It is going to be so 

much fun!  
I mean, POLKA, German Food? 
You gotta join us for LutherFest! 
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Please Note:  This Contest is being sponsored by 
Trinity Lutheran Church  and prizes will be awarded 
at Trinity’s Reformation Service mentioned below!   
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SHOEBOX CHRISTMAS BOXES 
Community-Wide Mission Project 

Together with dozens of churches in our area, we will be collecting items for shoeboxes 

that will be given to children for Christmas! The mission of Operation Christmas Child is 

to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to needy children around the world, and to-

gether with the local church worldwide, to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

 

Aug 13-Aug 26—School Supplies & Coloring Items 

Pencils, colors, notebooks, notepads, scissors, erasers, coloring books, pens, solar calcula-

tors 

August 27-Sept 9 

Bars of soap and wash clothes—place soap in zip-top baggie 

Sept 10-Sept 23— Girls & Boys Socks 

Sept 24-Oct 7—Combs/Brushes 

Oct 8-Oct 21 

Children’s toothbrushes  - NO TOOTHPASTE ALLOWED  

 Oct 22-Nov 4 

Children’s Toys—(balls, jacks, jump rope, stuffed animals, 

cards,  

small puzzles,  yo-yo's; hair things for girls) 

Nov 5– Nov 14 

Assorted kids size t-shirts, caps, watches, jewelry, tiny flashlights with extra batteries 

Monetary Donations 
*If you would like to give a monetary donation you can do so to Holy Cross Lutheran 

Church. It costs $9 to send each box.  

 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child  

Packing Party 

Wednesday, November 15 @6pm 
All Children Kindergarten through 12th Grade 

and adults are encourage to join us!  

 
You and yours are invited to a Packing Party to  demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way  

to needy children around the world through  Operation Christmas Child.   

Please join us for fun, fellowship, and filling shoebox gifts!   

Our goal is to collect enough items to send 400 boxes! 

All mid-week classes (K-Adults) are encouraged to join us! 

NO-NO’s—NO toothpaste, 

no candy, no used or  

damaged items, guns,  

military figures, chocolate 

or food, no powder or liquid 

drink mix, no liquids or lo-

tions, medications or  

vitamins, breakables,  

aerosol cans, etc. 
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5th-7th Grade Confirmation 
Homemade Veggie Soup 

SERVICE PROJECT 

 
On Wednesday, October  25 at 6pm, our Middle 

School students will be making Vegetable Soup for 

our Bethlehem House of Bread Ministry. We will 

teach students to make soup and then we are going to 

make it. Students  will help cut the vegetables (yes, 

they will be using knives, under the supervision of 

adults) and we will put together the soup which will 

be cooked and then distributed to members in our con-

gregation who are going through difficult times.  

 

Supplies Needed 
Small cutting knives, cutting boards, potato peelers, 

adult helpers, beef roasts, diced tomatoes, rotel, beef 

broth, onion soup mix, and veggies (ie: green 

beans, potatoes, carrots, celery, cabbage, frozen 

corn, etc.).  Anyone willing to donate items, please 

contact DCE Kristy Witek. Thank you! 
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Christmas Program 2017 
Sunday, December 17, 2017 

10:30am   -   Sanctuary 
 

If you or your child or student wishes to partici-

pate in our Christmas program this year, please 

contact or director, Ms. Sophie Stahl,  

409-344-0648. Rehearsals will begin soon! 

 
The Holy Cross Quilter’s have made a beautiful  

“Reformation  Quilt”. 
 

For the donation of  a dollar (or 6 for $5) 
you can be the owner of  this beautiful quilt. 

   
Tickets will be sold starting on:  

Sunday, October 8th 
 & be sold through  

Sunday October 29th. 
 

The winner will be drawn at 4pm 
 just after Trinity’s Reformation Service. 

 

Proceeds will go toward future  
supplies for our Quilting Circle.  
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