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Note from our District Executive:

As this pandemic continues, the gravity of the situation is beginning to take hold. I am not one to press a panic
button and am generally an optimist, but this pandemic is quite serious and is impacting us all. The infection
rate is increasing as is the death toll. The virus is not a respecter of persons as celebrities, governmental lead-
ers, neighbors, children, young adults, middle age and elderly are all either impacted or even worse infected. I
am strongly and emphatically recommending that our congregations do not meet in person, adhering to the
Ohio Governor's office issued stay at home order and the federal guidelines. As difficult as it is for us a people
of faith and relationship, refraining from gatherings is a witness to the love we have for one another by not
putting each other and our neighbors in danger of spreading the COVID-19 virus.

As we approach Holy Week and Easter, it is especially hard for us to not be together. Our way of doing
church, of being church, is dramatically changing to meet the demands of this crisis. Phone calls, video-
conferencing and other means of contact are increasingly more important. We have the assurance that God is
with us in the midst of crisis.

As we have struggled to adapt and creatively seek out ways to stay connected during this time when we must
stay apart, we've added the following elements to our district website. All are easily found on our website,
www.sodcob@brethren.org.

e A list of congregations who are offering some sort of electronic worship.
e A place to write any words of encouragement, share ideas, offer prayer, etc.

e A list of resources which we hope will help our congregations minister to each other and to the communi-
ties we serve.

e Check the website often for news and updates as we face new developments and move together through
this historical time in our lives.

Livestream Love Feast Invitation

Knowing that congregations across the denomination are impacted by the pandemic, Living Stream Church of
the Brethren is making plans to livestream a Love Feast Service, in which all are welcome to participate. We
hope that this can be an offering to assist others during this time, and pull us together as a denomination. We
hope to include denominational leaders and pastors from across the denomination for scripture readings, etc.

Joining will be simple . . . just click here then follow the green link on their home page. No special downloads,
special settings or account required although if you wish to chat, you will have to set up and account. The
Love Feast will be on April 9 at 8:00 pm Eastern time; 7 PM Central; 6 PM Mountain; 5 PM Pacific time.



2020 Annual Conference Announcements

Calling orchestra musicians! Annual Conference, July 1-5, 2020 in Grand Rapids plans to have an orchestra!
Any interested musician is asked to fill out a survey which can be found on the denominational website
(brethren.org) to indicate your interest and skill level. If you have any questions, you may contact the Orches-
tra Coordinator, Nonie Detrick at VBD50@comcost.net.

Annual Conference Moderator's Forum
April 18, 2020

Church of the Brethren Annual Conference Moderator Paul Mundey has announced that the Moderator’s Fo-
rum scheduled for April 18, 2020 at Elizabethtown College, Elizabethtown, PA will be postponed until the fall
0f2020.

A revised date will be announced in the weeks ahead.

The decision was made after prayerful discernment, taking into account the evolving nature of the COVID-19
reality, the State of Pennsylvania’s current stay at home policy, and the closure of the Elizabethtown College
campus for the remainder of the spring semester.

Commenting on the forum’s postponement, Moderator Paul Mundey noted: "This was a difficult decision, but
the evolving COVID-19 reality creates a vulnerability for both our planning and participants. Be assured, we
are committed to holding the forum. We are still eager to provide much-needed wisdom from history for issues
in today’s church.”

As previously announced, the Moderator’s Forum’s focus is “Historical Themes Impacting Today’s Church.”
It will feature leading Brethren historians who will address a variety of historical themes impacting present-day
congregations, districts, and national structures. Particular attention will be given to Brethren history and
themes relevant to the current reality of Brethren communions, with special emphasis on the Church of the
Brethren.

Southern Ohio/Kentucky Disaster Ministries Updates

Sew Masks for BRC — Medical masks are in short supply at the Brethren Retirement Community, as they are
everywhere. Sewers are invited to help meet this need. BRC has provided a pattern. Contact Barb Brower for
the pattern and additional information. Email: barbbrower51@yahoo.com

BDM Site Coming to Dayton — The BDM site in Tampa, FL has closed. The plan was to move in early April
to Dayton for tornado recovery. This move has been delayed. The project opening will be after May 2. When-
ever this project moves forward, BDM’s work will start in Harrison Township and Old North Dayton. Volun-
teer housing will be at Memorial Presbyterian Church, 1541 S. Smithville Rd., Dayton. We anticipate many
opportunities for our district to serve.

2020 Rebuilding Trips — In the midst of the uncertainty of when rebuilding will resume for BDM, we do need
to look ahead and be prepared. S. Ohio/KY BDM is scheduled for June 7-13 and July 12-18 at the Dayton site.
There are volunteer openings for both weeks. Arrangements can be made for volunteers to sleep at home and
be with the crew breakfast through supper. BDM trips are open to adults and youth (fifteen and older, fourteen
if accompanied by a parent or legal guardian). Expenses are covered by BDM. Sign up by contacting Burt
Wolf at 937-287-5902 or SouthernOhioBDM @gmail.com.




Youth Trip to the Brethren Service Center — New this summer is the June 14-18 youth trip to the Brethren
Service Center in New Windsor, MD. This includes two travel days and three days for processing school kits
and hygiene kits for Church World Service. Youth must be at least 14 years old to participate. Lodging will be
at Best Western in Westminster, MD. Transportation will be provided. Participants will cover their expenses
for lodging and most food. Click here for the brochure which includes more information and a registration
form. For additional information or questions contact the trip leader, Tony Price, pastor of Cedar Grove COB
(937-997-3675, pastortonyprice(@gmail.com

Southern Ohio/Kentucky Camping and Retreat Ministry Updates

What are your plans for summer? Have you decided on a vacation spot, made reservations, called family and
friends to join you? My guess is that nothing like this has happened. The coronavirus has completely interrupt-
ed our lives and altered so many plans.

This interruption has affected the Camping and Retreat Ministries, too. We have cancelled two spring events -
the Ambassadors’ Meeting and the Simple Living Weekend. Summer Camps are on hold. Our committee has
been unable to meet. We communicate through phone calls and emails, thus keeping everyone safe.

Now the question before us is, will we be having summer camps? At this time, all Boy Scouts of America
camps are closed, which includes Cricket Holler, our camping site. We don’t know when or if they will open
in time for our camps in June. Since we are all on restricted mobility, summer camping is not an essential ac-
tivity. Will the “Stay in Place” order still be in effect through May and June? We don’t know. We will just be
waiting to see. All this is new territory for everyone.

As we wait for this pandemic to be over, doing all that we can to protect the safety of others and ourselves, let
us remember God and His love and mercy are constant. Lamentations 3:25 says, “The Lord is good to those
who wait for Him, to the soul who seeks Him.” God is Good!

Summer Camp Idea for Home

Make a S’more: Sandwich one marshmallow, two small pieces of chocolate between two graham crackers.
Place on a napkin or plate and microwave for 10 seconds. It is almost as good as over the fire.

Prayer Needs

A very important way we can be supportive of each other is to lift each other in prayer.

- As the situation with the coronavirus affects persons, families, and travel, may we remember those affected
by this outbreak. There are many changing directives, regulations and recommendations affecting our country
and way of life, may we remember all those adjusting to this changing world.

- May we especially lift the Brethren Retirement Community in prayer as the regulations around nursing
homes are rapidly changing and are creating stress on the staff and residents as they adapt.

- May we remember David and Nan Erbaugh and family as David continues living in the VA facility. David's
health as reached the point that keeping at home was not possible. With the pandemic, visitors are not allowed
making it more difficult for David to adjust. There have been some issues in the transition so prayers are most
welcome.

- May we remember Jonathan Brumbaugh Scarr, husband of Trotwood pastor Jennifer, as he recovers from
successful heart surgery. Jonathan is improving and hopes to be back to work at the end of this month.



- May we lift Kirt Chronister, sone of Jim and Karen Chronister, who suffered a stroke and is in a process of
recovery and rehabilitation.

- The Constance congregation continues to discern space needs, althoug temporarily on hold during the pan-
demic. Our prayers for these sisters and brothers during this time of transition are appreciated.

- May we continue to lift Mary Sue Rosenberger, as she continues to deal with various health issues. Mary Sue
Rosenberger has been receiving care from Hospice since April 2019 because of Pulmonary Fibrosis which had
been first diagnosed in the fall of2017. I spoke with Mary Sue and Bruce recently and they expressed their
appreciation for the love and support. The Zoom conference 80th birthday party was a wonderful time of con-
necting with Mary Sue and Bruce along with family and friends.

- Rob Raker, former pastor, continues to deal with the heart condition that has plagued him for some time now.
He is hoping for a new procedure which may alleviate some of the issues he has been facing. Doctors continue
to work with Rob as these heart struggles continue. Rob appreciates our prayers.

- May we remember those congregations in pastoral transition - Good Shepherd has called Mark Lancaster to
serve as interim; Fred Bernhard is serving as interim pastor at Brookville during this time of transition; their
profile is now posted. White Cottage has entered an agreement with a neighboring congregation to supply pas-
toral services during a time of transition and discernment. Tara Hornbacker is serving as interim at New Car-
lisle, their search team has completed their profile. Mel Smith, pastor at Charleston, has retired. May we offer
our prayers of love and support for the members of the Bear Creek congregation as they seek new church
homes.

- May we remember the possibility of a new church starts in various locations in our district as well as the ur-
ban ministry team for revitalizing some of our urban churches.

- There are many issues and situations continuing to face us as we minister in our respective locations, includ-
ing those who are serving in interim situations and others who are in discernment regarding placement or are
considering a move. There are others facing health issues, please keep these situations in prayer.

Please contact Dave if you know of prayer situations of which he should be aware. May we lift each other in
prayer as we work to continue the work of Jesus, peacefully, simply, together.



