
December 2011 

Stevensville United Methodist Church 
5506 Ridge Rd, Stevensville, MI 49127 

Telephone: 269-429-5911  
 E-Mail: office@stevensvillumc.org 
Website: www.stevensvilleumc.org 

Worship Schedule  

8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m. 

Sunday Learning 9:45 a.m. 

 Office Hours 9 A.M. to Noon Mon - Fri 

Next Deadline:   December  16th 

Pastor: 

Rev. Gordie Barry 
pastorgordie@stevensvilleumc.org 

Office Administrators:  

Ann Kauffman, Sandy Andert 
office@stevensvilleumc.org 

Daycare:                        429-1069 

Director :  Abigail Hosinski 
sumcc@stevensvilleumc.org 

Youth Director:              

Nick Lesch 
youth@stevensvilleumc.org 

Music Ministry:              

Nancy Farrington, Kellie Meyer 
Lynnetta Hamstra 
music@stevensvilleumc.org 

Education Director /Membership Care                    

Sarah McCall 
membercare@stevensvilleumc.org 

Financial Administrator:     

Darci Borlin 
finance@stevensvilleumc.org 

Counseling:      926-6199 

Rev. Glenn Chapman 
(Samaritan Counseling Center)  

From the Pastor… 
 

 Walker Chapel United Methodist is located at the north end of 
Glebe Road in Arlington, Virginia, and just a mile from the Chain 
Bridge crossing the Potomac River into Washington D.C. The church 
looks like most of the architecture in the area with it’s colonial flavor.  
 I became acquainted with the church in 1974/75 when I 
started attending while in the Honor Guard. I found a place working 
with the youth which soon turned into ―home‖ away from Michigan. 
 Working with the youth led to deeper ties with some of the 
families and it wasn’t long before you would of thought I had grown 
up there! One thing led to another and God kept working on me. 
When I finally heard the call to ordained ministry and seminary, I went 
back to work at Walker Chapel as a seminarian.  
 I was thinking about this as I was looking at my file of Christ-
mas bulletins that I have kept since 1980. You look at the quality of 
paper, print and graphics from back then and wonder how did we ever 
survive? I am very fortunate that every one of those Christmases has 
wonderful and special memories: special music, wonderful  
decorations, and sacred memories of people and relationships in each 
congregation. They have all been silent nights and holy nights. 
 One of the most sacred times for me has been to return to 
those sanctuaries after the services are over, the people have left, and 
before I lock up, I sit alone in the darkness  with a candle burning. I 
prayerfully think of what has just happened to all of the lives that have 
been there to worship, sing carols and light the candles as they sang 
―Silent Night‖. 
 The story that became real so long ago, has become real once 
again in the sanctuaries of churches thousands of miles from Bethle-
hem, centuries later in time. I so look forward to this coming Advent 
and Christmas season for God’s love story will become real once again 
and you and I will be there!  
Have a blessed Christmas. Receive God’s gift.   Gordie 

December Worship Services 
December 4 2nd Sunday of Advent  ―Christmas is All About Giving‖ John 3:11-17 
 

December 11  3rd Sunday of Advent  ―Christmas is All About Receiving‖ Colossians 2:1-7 
      Praise band will be leading worship at 11:00 
 

December 18 4th Sunday of Advent  ―Will We Know Him?‖   Choral Cantata 
 

December 24 Christmas Eve Services ―The Greatest Gift Given:  Luke 2:1-20 
   6:00 - Family Service with lots of carols, Holy Communion and candlelight 
   8:30 - Traditional with readings and carols, Holy Communion and candlelight 
   11:00 - Reflective with readings, carols, Holy Communion and candlelight 
 

December 25 Christmas Day (10am only) ―Celebrate the Day God has Made‖ John 1:1-14 

http://www.stevensvilleumc.org/


Prayer Requests 
Concerns:  
 Please continue to pray for Bob Bender, Daisy Brannick,  Greg Brannick,  Bill Brandes, 

Kelvin Bross,  Genny Corwin,  Frank Cupp,  Patricia Day, Tom Denton, Caleb Dormah, 

Don Eppley, Juanita Flanagan, Merlin Feigley, Vanda Fisher, Valery Fulton,  Barb Geary,             

Ruth Grimm, John Keeler, Joyce Kilgore, Ben Koebel, John Meacham,  Mike Melcher, Mike Moore, 

Dale Morse,  Avery Nagelkirk, Grace Park, Mark Patterson, Bonnie Payne,  Norma Ray,                

Debbie Rosenthal, Tendai Rukunda,  Bob Sommer, Dottie Strohl, Judy VanderAue,                         

Sue VanderMolen, Lucille Vyzral,  Pete Vergot, Ray Viele, Josh Ward, Nancy Wilson and              

Jackie Witt. 

 Prayers of guidance for all of the families affected by layoffs. 

 Prayers of healing for Betty Zoschke recovering from carpel tunnel surgery. 

 Prayers of healing for Barb Geary who fell and fractured her pelvis. 

 Prayers of healing for Myra Thompson's cousin, Ed Nurnberg, undergoing tests for nerve problems. 
 Prayers of healing for Sara Collins recovering from knee surgery in Corpus Christi, TX. 

 Prayers of healing for a friend of Darl Williams who was diagnosed with leukemia and will undergo 

treatment in Ann Arbor. 

 Prayers for Ruthe Bomberger moving to Maryland to live near her son. 

 Continued prayers of healing for Shirley Ehman with health issues. 

 Prayers of healing for Pete Vergot. 

 Prayers of healing for Deb Curts, awaiting test results. 

 Prayers of healing and comfort for Vivian & Roy Oberheu. 

 Prayers for guidance for an 18 year old girl who is planning to have an abortion. 

 Prayers of healing for Gene Wolff recovering from knee surgery. 

 Prayers of healing for Grace Park's cousin, Lavon Lamaster who is having cancer surgery.  

 Prayers for strength and healing for a friend of Ron Putt, Jim McDowell, who is having major surgery. 

 Prayers of healing for Mike Moore, his wife Kellie and all of his family.  The cancer has returned and 

chemotherapy has been started. 

 Prayers of healing for Sydney Schaub having her wisdom teeth removed on November 23rd. 

 Prayers of healing for Sandy Andert who broke her big toe and may need surgery. 

Joys:  
 Prayers of thanks that John Crawford will be back to work after being laid off for 5 months. 

 Prayers of thanks that Joyce Kilgore is healing. 

 Prayers of thanks for all of the volunteers working on Peace Temple. 

 Prayers of joy upon Sandy and Chip Krieg's 7th wedding anniversary on November 13th. 

 Prayers of joy for Sydney Schaub who received an acceptance letter from Albion College. 

 Prayers of joy that Ben Koebel could return to worship at SUMC. 

Comfort:  
 Prayers of comfort for Tammy Green and her family upon the death of her great aunt, Ruth Palmer, 

who died on November 1st. 

 Prayers of comfort for the family and friends of  Dorothy Murphy who died on November 1st. 

 Prayers of comfort for Rhonda Rennhack and her family upon the death of her aunt, Evelyn, on No-

vember 5th. 

 Prayers of comfort for the families of the accident victims on I-94. 

 Prayers of comfort for the family of an AEP co-worker who died while out of town on storm relief.  

He died in his sleep and leaves behind a wife and 2 small children. 

 Prayers of comfort for Myra Thompson and her family upon the death of her nephew, Royman Car-

lock, who died on November 18th of a heart attack. 
 

Please remember to pray for those in service for our country:  
 Ed Silverthorn  Scott McClellen  Brian Holloway 

 Jesse Houston  Damon Ewen  Jake Sefton  Alex Ottusch 

 Kyle Van Der Aue   Paul Nelson  Josef Ottusch  Kohl Zehr 

 Monique Yoder—teaching in the Middle East Andy McDougall Josh Gardner 



“Ring in the Season” With a Christmas Tea 
 

The Sisters in Faith cordially invite 
All women of the Church 

 

~Monday, December 12th 
                              ~6:00 pm 
                              ~Faith Hall 

Featuring the Harmony Ringers and Carol Sing-along 
 

Please sign up in the concourse to hostess a table or to attend the tea. 
 

We will be collecting new books (i.e. picture books, chapter books, color-
ing books, mazes, etc.) to be given to our Christmas Families. 
 

We will have a “Tea~riffic” Time!!! 
Any questions please contact Rhonda Rennhack, Sharon Foxworthy or 

Susan Barry 

PARSONAGE OPEN HOUSE 
 

You are invited to the annual Christmas Open House at the parsonage. 
Come and enjoy lots of good food shared around the Christmas tree  

or by the fire. 
 

Sunday, December 11th from 2:00-5:00 pm. 
5846 Ponderosa Dr. 

SENIOR CHOIR Christmas Cantata!!   
 

Will We Know Him? 
A collection of songs and readings  

to prepare us for Christ’s birth 

 
December 18  
8:30 and 11:00  

 

Walk Updates 
 

C.R.O.P. Walk—May 15, 2011 
Thanks to everyone who walked, sponsored, 
or helped in other ways.  SUMC raised 
$4,433.00 to benefit CWS/CROP! 
 
Relay for Life—June 25-26, 2011 
Thanks to everyone who walked, sponsored, 
or helped in different ways this year.  SUMC 
raised $4,853.85! 



Financial Update 
 
Four months into the new fiscal year which began on July 1st, things are going well. 
 
General Operations – Income is right at the budgeted level of $106,000. Expenses are well 
below the budgeted level at $93,000. The various ministry teams are doing an excellent job of 
providing all planned programs while being financially prudent. 
 
Missions – A total of $5,000 was raised specifically for missions. These designated funds plus 
the $17,000 budgeted as part of our general fund budget for this 4-month period are used to 
support a variety of local and world-wide mission efforts. 
 
Sanctuary Renovation – A little over $12,000 in sanctuary renovation pledges were re-
ceived during this 4-month period. We remain on track for paying off the loans on time. 
 
Children’s Center – Income ran at 127% of expenses for this 4-month period. The staff and 
board of the Children’s Center continue to provide this high quality ministry in an efficient 
manner. 
 
          the Finance Team 

Things We Collect at SUMC 
 

Spartan UPC labels for Forgotten Man Ministries 
 

“Labels for Education” and “Boxtops 4 Education” for 
 Red Bird Mission 
 

Cancelled Stamps 
  
Eyeglasses for Lion’s Club 
 

Pop Tabs for Ronald McDonald House  
 

Old Print Cartridges—Youth Group/Church Office Supplies 

A collection station is found in the church hallway by the opportunities counter 

Recognition for Rev. Wade Panse 
  
On Sunday, December 11th, Pastor Wade Panse will be honored for his many years of service 
to the St. Joseph First United Methodist Church.    
 
A program will be held in the Sanctuary at 1 P.M.  There will be testimonials as well as video 
and musical tributes.  The Rev. Neil Davis, our District Superintendent, will be one of the 
speakers during the program. In addition, an Open House from 12:00-1:00 and from 2:00-
3:00 will be held in the Fellowship Hall.  Light hors d'oeuvres will be served during the Open 
House.  Please join with us in this tribute, which will be a fun and meaningful time. 



 Mission News 
The Stevensville United Methodist Church      
Missions Team organizes numerous special funds 
for mission work to continue.  The following  
collections will occur during the Sunday services: 
 

NOV. 27...UNITED METHODIST STUDENT 
       SUNDAY All donations to this fund is 
used to supply scholarships and loans to students 
studying at United Methodists colleges and helps 
those attending seminary schools. 
 

HEIFER DONATIONS WILL BE COLLECTED 
DURING THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 
 

DECEMBER 4…HEIFER PROJECT KICK-OFF 
You may buy an animal or a share in an animal.  
All donations buy animals which are given to 
needy people around the world.  The animals 
supply the families with milk, meat, cheese which 
can be sold or used.  The Heifer Project is quite 
often referred to ―as the project that keeps giv-
ing‖ as all animals producing offspring pass on 
the babies to other families.  
 

DECEMBER 11…OUR BISHOP’S  
DONATIONS TO CHILDREN & POVERTY 
 

In many countries including our own, children 
are without food, clothing, school supplies and in 
some cases, schools to attend. This fund helps 
those children in need. 
 

DECEMBER 18…METHODIST CHILDREN’S 
HOME 
This mission has an 81 year history providing 
quality care to children who live at the center 
until they are reunited with their families or 
adopted by a loving couple.  During their stay at 
the center, children learn from professionals 
about issues regarding neglect, physical & sexual 
abuse, drugs, etc. 
 

 

United Methodist Women 
 

UMW Committee of the Month 
United Methodist Women would like to thank  
Jan Koebel, Nancy Cole, Joan Shadle, and Mary 
Shaffer for volunteering to serve on the December 
Committee of the Month.  Your help is greatly  
appreciated. 
 

Book Circle  
We will be meeting on Monday, December 19th, 
at 2:00 pm at the Whitcomb. 
Book:   Not Just a One Night Stand: Ministry with 
the Homeless by John Flowers and Karen Vannoy 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
UMW December Events: 
Knitting circle every Thursday @ 2:00 pm in the 
church lounge. 
 
Dec. 11 3-5 pm     Parsonage Open House—food 
        12 6:00 pm   Sisters in Faith Tea 
        15 6:00 pm   Lydia Circle @ Navajo  
        19 2:00 pm   Reading Circle @ Whitcomb        

Christmas Offering Envelope 
All monies collected from the special 
offering envelope for Christmas  will  

go 50% to Camp Scholarship Fund 
and 50% to Missions 

Christmas Families  
 

Once again Stevensville UMC will be 
adopting four families for Christmas. 
The ―Wish Lists‖ will be posted in the 

church hallway.  You will see ―Post-it‖ notes on 
the poster. Please remove the post-it  and write 
your name on the poster’s square, purchase your 
gift, wrap it and address the gift with the post-it 

taped to it.  All gifts need to be  

returned to the church by December  16th.   
 

We will also be collecting food items for the  
families. There are Christmas Stockings available 

to fill for each family member as well! 



Christmas Gifts for the “Person Who Has Everything” 
 

Blankets+ 
You can provide warmth and protection to victims of a disaster, seeds and tools to struggling 
farmers, and water and health to impoverished communities by making a  Blankets+ offering 

in honor of your ―person who has everything‖. Blankets are $5 each. 
 

Heifer Project—buy an animal 
Choose a meaningful gift to give a loved one and help children 
and families around the world receive training and animal gifts 
that help them become self-reliant. There are many animals or 
shares of animals from which to choose with prices starting as 
low as $20. See the Missions table for a list of animals and the 
amount per animal.  You will receive a gift card to give to the 

―person who has everything‖.  
 

 Caleb’s Kids - Ganta United Methodist School 
  

 Public education in America is a right of every child. Sadly, not all children have the 
 opportunity to attend school.  In Liberia, education is available to those children that can pay 
for it.  The Ganta United Methodist School in Liberia provides an opportunity for boys and girls.  
Can you imagine not being able to go to school because you couldn’t pay for it?  Pastor Caleb 
Dormah began Caleb’s Kids to help more Liberian children be able to go to school. Yearly tui-
tion for a child to attend elementary school is $75.   A high school student can attend school 
for one year for only $100. Help give a child the life- long gift of learning.   
 

Grocery Grams—$15 Bag of Groceries 
Help feed the hungry in Southwest Michigan! 

 

$15 supplies a bag of groceries to a needy family. Just complete the form and return it to the 
church office along with your check (or cash) for $15 for each Grocery Gram.  Your loved one 
will receive a personalized card telling them that a donation to the Fairplain Food Bank has 

been made in their name.  
 

Order Form—To be Turned into the Church Office 
 

Name of donor: _______________________________________________ 
 

Name of Recipient: ____________________________________________ 
If you wish to give the card yourself, please let the office know and we will  print the card for you, otherwise they 
will be mailed directly to the recipient. 
 

Recipient’s Address:____________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip: _______________________________________________ 
Please enter amount: 
 
Blanket $____ Heifer Project $_____     Animal: ___________________ 
 

Caleb’s Kids $__________        Grocery Gram:$________________ 



NURSERY 

We are Looking For volunteers in the 

 Nursery Age 14 and Up! 

We are asking you to sign up for One  

Worship service Only so you can attend the 

other service. 

 

Please note:  there will be no staff in the 

 Nursery Sunday  December 25 Christmas 

Day or Sunday January 1st New Years Day  

Wednesday Evening 

 Christmas is Not Your Birthday 

  Study by Mike Slaughter 

  A study that places Jesus at 

  the Center of Christmas! 

 

Middle School Sunday Learning  

 The Journey: Walking the Road to 

  Bethlehem. 

  Study by Adam Hamilton 

 

Adult Sunday Learning Class  

 A Savior is Born: Experience the 

 Wonder of the First Christmas 

  Study with Pete Briscoe 

Education Director & Membership Care Coordinator 
   A Message from Sarah McCall 

  As I look back over the past year I see how I have grown. I see how comfortable I am 
caring for my church family. I love being able to help people around me and when I know they 
are family I love it even more. Now I am stepping out of my comfort zone; as many of you 
know I have taken on the role of Education Director as well as the Membership Care  
Coordinator.  
 I am working hard to maintain and grow our education department at the church. I am 
able to do this only because I feel God’s call and have a wonderful array of people willing to 
help me. I love my church family and the support that you have all given me taking on this 
new role. I know with God and my church family I can do this.  
 May God bless you and keep you, may His light shine upon you and may the wind al-
ways be at your back! I don’t know where that blessing comes from but it is one of my  
favorites.  
Sarah McCall 
Membership Care Coordinator & Education Director 

Christian Education 

Jesus! Birthday Party for Jesus 

December 11th  

Pre-K—5th grade 

During Sunday School 



Scripture Verse for December 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.   

Romans 15:13 

Thanks… 
- To all the chaperones that made the Middle School Halloween Dance a success. 

- To the youth that helped out with the Fall Harvest Festival. 

- To Nanette Black, Linda Tolen, Aaron Rennhack for helping to lead the Middle School After School 
program. 

- To those who have donated snacks for the After School program. 

Date Day Time Activity Location Cost 

Dec. 4 Sun. 4:00-7:00 pm Service Event – Adult Mission Trip Dinner SUMC Free 

Dec. 10 Sat. 2:00-5:00 pm Service Event – Free Present Wrapping SUMC Free 

Dec. 11 Sun. 6:30-8:30 pm Movie Night and Homemade Pizza SUMC Free 

Dec. 17 Sat. 5:30-6:30 pm Christmas Caroling SUMC Free 

Dec. 18 Sun. 6:30-8:30 pm Christmas Party SUMC Free 

Date Day Time Activity Location Cost 

Dec. 7 Wed. 6:00-8:00 pm Service Event – Caring Meal preparation 

and Bible Study 

SUMC Free 

Dec. 10 Sat. 2:00-5:00 pm Service Event – Free Present Wrapping SUMC Free 

Dec. 14 Wed. 6:00-8:00 pm Service Event – Delivering Caring Meals SUMC Free 

Dec. 17 Sat. 5:30-6:30 pm Christmas Caroling SUMC Free 

Dec. 17 Sat. 7:00-9:00 pm Christmas Party Nick’s Free 

Dec. 21 Wed. 6:00-8:00 pm DND – Dinner and Devotions Nick’s Free 

Middle School f.u.e.l. 

High School f.u.e.l. 

* All fees are entrance per person 

and if snacks or drinks are desired, 
please bring extra money! 



December Birthdays 
 

A Quick Reminder From Your Membership Care Team: 
 

If you or someone you know is ill, in the hospital or nursing home and would like a visit, 
please call the church office.  We can also bring you communion.  

From Your Membership Care Team!! 

December 1 
Michael Moore 
Brandon Polaskey 
 
December 4 
Andrew Klinke 
 
December 5 
Holly Hetfield 
 
December 6 
Shirley Cole 
Jessica Paustian 
Natalie Rush 
 
December 7 
Marshall Rescoe 
 
December 8 
Dottie Klett 
 
 

December 10 
Tammy Green 
 
December 11 
Bette Mallen 
Ryan Weber 
 
December 14 
Katy McCall 
Stacey Mead 
Craig Rigler 
Steve Slavicek 
 
December 15 
Colton Jackson 
Robert Schuyler 
Gordon Wilson 
 
December 18 
Laverne Howard 
 
 

December 19 
Alec Topp 
 
December 20 
Andy Harris 
David Sundblad 
 
December 21 
John Calvetti III 
 
December 22 
Jeanne Koebel 
Carolyn Yoder 
 
December 24 
Shirley Hetfield 
 
December 27 
Doris Stright 
 
 
 

December 28 
Kyle Sankey 
 
December 30 
Sonya Yoder 
 
December 31 
Nicholas Menke 
Dan Sonnenberg 
 
 

Thank You from the Trustees 
 
       The trustees would like to thank all the 
wonderful volunteers who have helped during 
the summer and on work days to keep the 
planters and flower beds looking so beautiful.   
A big thanks to John and Lisa McDowell, Janet 
Kemp, Dorothy Johnson, Sherry Kniola, Karen 
and Rachel Reynolds, Heidi Balfe, Heather 
Boyle, Sharon Foxworthy, Susan Barry, Rhonda 
Rennhack, the Kapp family, and the Boy Scouts.  
Another thank you to the anonymous couple 
who paid for the trimmed bushes, ivy removal, 
and beautiful mums.  The grounds have never 
looked better because of you! 

Bette Mallen, Trustee 

 
 
 
 
 
Our liturgical dance program is looking for 
new members.   We are looking for youth of 
all ages to participate and no dance experi-
ence is necessary. 
 

Our next scheduled dance is on December 
11 at both services.  The first practice date 
is Monday, November 14th @ 6PM in the 
Sanctuary. 
 

Please contact Renee Putt @ 422-2512 or 
renee_putt@msn.com, if you are interested. 

mailto:renee_putt@msn.com
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

 

If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary with 
bright red poinsettias (6 ½‖ pot) for the holiday  
season, complete the form below and return it to the 

church office along with your check (or cash) for $7.00 for each 
plant ordered. 
  

 Please make checks payable to ―SUMC‖.  
 Payment must accompany order. 

 You may take your plant(s) home after the 11:00 service on 
 Christmas Eve. 

  Deadline for ordering is December 11th. 
 

(Please Print) 
 
Number of plants ___________ x $7.00= $______________ 

 
 

Given by             

 
Phone       

  
 

In memory of:            
 
            
 
 
In honor of:              
 
            



   Non-Profit Organization 

  U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Stevensville, Michigan 

Permit 7              

Stevensville United Methodist Church 

5506 Ridge Road 

Stevensville, MI    49127 

 

Dated Material:   Mailed  NOV 22,  2011 

If you would like to receive this newsletter 
via e-mail, please contact the church office at  

sumcoffice@sbcglobal.net. 
 

If you wish to no longer receive this newsletter, 
please contact the church office via e-mail or call 

(269) 429-5911.  Thank You! 

ATTENDANCE ON OCT. 30TH 
 

Worship Total .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  255 
 8:30 Service     .  .  .  .  .    99  
 11:00 Service   .  .  .  .  .    156  
  

ATTENDANCE ON NOV. 6TH 

Worship Total .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  248 
 8:30  Service   .  .  .  . .      114 
 11:00 Service    .  .  .  .      134 
 

ATTENDANCE ON NOV. 13TH 
 

Worship Total .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  198 
 8:30  Service   .  .  .  .  .      95    
 11:00 Service  .  .  .  .  .     103 
 

ATTENDANCE ON NOV. 20TH 
 

Worship Total .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  275 
 8:30  Service   .  .  .  .  .     110  
 11:00 Service  .  .  .  .  .     165  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Submit website information at any time. 
Newsletter articles containing information for 
the following month should be submitted by 

Noon on the 3rd Friday of each month. 
Leave all articles on the secretary’s desk or 

submit via e-mail to:  
sumcoffice@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:sumcoffice@sbcglobal.net?subject=Newsletter%20article

