Short Term Missions Guidelines
We are so excited that you have decided to go on a short-term missions trip. We at Grace believe in the value of such trips,  giving you the opportunity to see what God is doing globally and how He can use YOU to bring His Love to a lost and hurting world. It would be our privilege to partner with you and if your trip is approved, we would like to help you in the following ways:


The use of the church mailboxes for a support letter: Please see the example of a support letter which includes necessary information about finances.


The use of the annex rent-free for any fundraisers you may have, such as garage sales, bake sales, etc.  Check with the church secretary for available dates for using the building.


A 3-5 minute opportunity to present your trip to the church body, explaining where you are going, what the purpose of the trip is and what help you need from the church body. This is crucial if you are hoping for any kind of a response to your letter! Also, it gives you good experience at speaking in front of an audience, something you may be expected to do on your trip. We would be glad to help you if you are uncertain what to say before the church.  Please contact the church secretary a few weeks in advance of the date you would like to present in order to give her time to make the necessary arrangements.


In return, we ask that once you are back from your trip, you plan to give a 3-5 minute presentation to the church sharing how God was able to use you on this trip. Not only does this assure people that their funds are being used in a God-honoring way, hopefully, it also encourages others to consider going on a mission trip in the future. We would also like to have the opportunity as a Missions Board to talk with you about your trip; to hear in more details about your success and struggles.


Of course, if Grace Bible Church is partnering with you, we need to be certain that the purpose of your trip and the statement of faith of the organization you will be going with are in keeping with the missions policies of GBC.


As a church, we have decided to support missionaries that are “Front Line”—meaning their primary focus is evangelism or those who supporting Front Line workers. Thus, we would expect that your trip would fall into either of those categories. An example would be a short-term missions trip that is focusing on Bible Clubs for children (“Front Line”) or building a house for a pastor (supporting the Front Line worker).

The statement of faith is also an important element to our partnership. While there are many organizations out there doing wonderful things, we have narrowed down our short-term mission trip support to those groups who share the basics of the Christian faith as outlined in our membership policy. We don’t have to agree on every article, but the statement of faith of your sending organization should be in agreement with Grace’s “Essential Doctrines of our Faith.” Thus, we would not be partnering with someone going out with the Red Cross for example; or the LDS church, but would consider an organization that may differ with Grace concerning the charismatic gifts or the timing of the Lord’s second coming. (To see our statement of faith go to gbclaurel.com look pull down the menu that says about us and click on what we believe.) The mission agency need only agree with the first seven articles of our doctrinal statement.

Don’t let those last two paragraphs intimidate you!! Get a copy of the statement of faith from your organization and a detailed description of what your trip will entail. Bring these to the Church and give them to the church secretary. She will get this information to the appropriate people (that’s us). We will happily meet with you and are almost certain that we will be able to stand with you in this exciting opportunity to be a representative of Christ to a lost and wounded world!

Example of a Support Letter

Hi:

My name is Mary Smith. I have been attending Grace for the past 18 years and am excited to tell you about an opportunity that God has opened up for me this summer. (1)
I will be going with a group of women from various churches around Montana to Mali, West Africa, June 4-17. We are going with an organization entitled CAMA Ministries, an organization that focuses on sharing the Gospel of Jesus by meeting physical needs.  Bamako, Mali has over 4000 prostitutes, women who for various reasons have been caught in this horrible trap in order for them and their children to survive. The Rehab Center there helps give these women a way out by providing job skills, training, shelter and most importantly the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We will be at the Center for 10 days, assisting with some of the training (through an interpreter), teaching English, helping with the babies and assisting the staff according to their needs. (2)

I covet your prayers as we are gone. Please pray for me in these specific ways:

Please pray that I will be in good health and have the energy to serve in spite of the African heat.

Please pray that all of my financing will come in.

Please pray that there will be unity on the team. Some of the team members know each other, others are strangers, so it might be hard to really gel as a team. Pray for our ability to love each other despite personality differences.

Please pray that we will be an encouragement to the missionaries. (3)

The trip is costing $4,200. If you feel led to help financially, please make your check out to Mary Smith or CAMA Ministries, and put it in my church mailbox or mail it to me by May 28th. PLEASE DO NOT MAKE THE CHECK OUT TO GRACE BIBLE CHURCH. If you want a receipt that will be handled through CAMA Ministries, I will send in the checks and they will send you a receipt. (4)

Thanks SO MUCH for partnering with me. I am so excited to get to see what God is doing in Mali and look forward to coming back and sharing with you what God allowed me to experience on this trip.

Mary Smith
203 E. 8th
Laurel, Montana 59044

A few helpful guidelines to remember:

1-Give your name and maybe a little about yourself: “I am a senior at Laurel High School and in the youth group here at Grace….”

2-Give an overview of what the purpose is of your trip. Include the dates and the organization you are going with.
3-Give specific prayer requests. If you get sick on plane rides, tell us to pray for that. If you are afraid of snakes and going to snake country, we would be glad to pray about that for you. The more specific you are the better!

4-YOU MUST INCLUDE THIS LINE: PLEASE DO NOT MAKE THE CHECK OUT TO GBC!

There are legal reasons for this that we don’t need to spell out to everyone, but you must tell people to give the money directly to you or your mission organization. The organization may have a specific way of handling the funds, so be sure you know what they require before you write out you letter.
Also, be sure to indicate the timetable of when you need the funds.  We recommend asking that the money be sent at least a week or two before you take off.  Set a specific date, this will help people know your time line and help them in the decision making process.
If you still have questions about writing a support letter after reading this, let us know and we will be glad to help you. You should get your letter out 4-6 weeks in advance of your trip to give people time to think about supporting you, but not too much time to forget.

We are excited to partner with you regarding this GREAT opportunity you have!! May it be life-changing for you!!
