4
Discipleship
Unit Topic: Dying

Pastor Darron M. Johnson


Dying

The death of self:  Mathew 8:18-22
Dying means: To willingly surrender your life to fulfill the will of God.  Therefore, WE MUST:
1. let go of our perceived rights, agendas, and opinions that are not lined up to His will. We reveal ourselves honestly to God and come under His authority.  (Psalms 139: 23-24)
2. release anxiety by actively trusting God, with full dependence and humility, to direct our lives. (1 Peter 5:6-7) 
3. accept His will for our lives and strive for holiness to become a blessing in the lives of others.  (Colossians 4:2-6)
4. practice dying daily until it is part of our consciousness.  (John 3:30)
What Dying is not 

1. Bondage, oppression, manipulation or abuse: (Mathew 11:29-30)
2. Mindless:(2 Timothy 1:7 )
3. Driven by fear: (2 Timothy 1:7)

What happens when we do not Die to our selves? 
1. We will remain in bondage to sin and never mature in our relationship with Christ.  (James 4:7)
2. We will not receive the fruit of the spirit.  (Galatians 5:22-25)
3. We will be consumed with pride.  (Galatians 5:26) 
4. Our perspective of God will be skewed. (Romans 12:3)
Dying to the self is a battle

1. The Spirit vs. The Flesh
a. Galatians 2:20-21

b. Galatians 5:24

2. God’s Righteousness vs. The World
a. 1 Peter 5: 5-11
Dying: Part 2
3. Christ’s Example vs. The Enemy

a. The only way to be a real, authentic follower of our Lord Jesus Christ is to deny what we want and pursue what He wants (Phil 1:21).
b. Jesus does not force us to submit and surrender; He models it for us to follow. (Psalm 15)

c. Mathew 4:10

d. Luke 9:23

We can only go as far in our faith and Christian walk as we are willing to go. 
1. You are our own barrier (Math 16:24-25). 
2. Complacency will cause you to miss the richness of what God has for you.(Phil 3:14)
3. The world’s reward is temporary but God’s rewards are eternal.(Math 6-19-21)
4. You are practicing the law of sewing and reaping.(Gal 6:7)

We do not die alone, but hand in hand with Christ.

1. Our responsibility is to,
a. model Christ-like character to the world, encouraging others to surrender themselves to Jesus Christ (Gal. 2:20-21).. 
b. submit to Christ as Lord in every aspect of our lives. (James 4:6-7)
c. resist being discontented.  Proverbs 16:9, 19:21; Romans 9:19-21; Philippians. 4: 10-13; 1 Timothy 6:6-9; Hebrews 13: 5). 
Dying to your flesh will bless you!  
1. Jesus never asked anyone to do anything without enabling them with the power to do it.  John 13:3, 2 cor 4:7, 2 cor 13:4
2. Dying is a form of meekness where your strength and agendas are given over to the Lord.  1 chron 29:11-12, 1 cor 2:4-5
3. You will see God’s provision and plan that is especially for you. 1Chron 11:9, acts 1:8
4. You will activate the fruit of the spirit in your daily life. (Gal 5:22-24)
5. You will be free from sin, fear and your past. (John 8:36)
