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In his classic workThe Seven Laws of the Harvekihn Lawrence responds to why the lives of
many Christians are so ineffective. His thesisng$e and straightforward: Most Christians do not
understand God’s spiritual laws, which depict thalities of sowing and reaping (Gal. 6:7-8).

Throughout his book, Lawrence builds a strong ¢as&od’s discipline now in time. This is an
element of reaping that many scholars and pastorguickly pass over. Not Lawrence. He cites sdvera
cases of divine discipline in time throughout thegi@ures (e.g. Lot, Jacob, Israel, and David) all4®
includes numerous amusing--and not so amusing—atexdnd illustrations, which powerfully drive
home his point.

The seven chapters are devoted to defining angiapphese seven laws:)(Considering: We
reap much that we did not soWhe first law focuses on the goodness of God. iratfollows, it is
important to recognize that the Lord has blesseditisHis Son and His Word. (2)entifying: We reap
the same in kind as we soWhis chapter speaks to the effect of our sin upanchildren. Since
everything reproduces after its kind, God will nelse mocked. Confession and forgiveness in no way
stop the harvest (p. 39). (BJaiting: We reap in a different season than whersewe.Lawrence clearly
states, “The harvest never comes immediately” &p, et it will come. Whether saved or unsaved, we
will all reap what we sow. This chapter closes Wiblying Statements of the Unsaved” (pp. 54-57) and
“Dying Statements of the Saved” (pp. 57-59).R&membering: We reap more than we sthe lives of
Jacob and David serve to remind us that thererareegonsequences for our sinful actions (pp. §2-71
Two Old Testament verses are bolstered to valithégeprinciple: Proverbs 22:8 and Hosea 8:7. (5)
Doing: We reap in proportion as we soWhis chapter is a sermon on spiritual stewardghlijpough the
thrust of the chapter is financial stewardshipretere principles for every other area of our lié3
Persevering: We reap the full harvest of the goolg d we persevere; the evil comes to harvest®n i
own.Lawrence writes, “The problem of the average beli¢oday is not a lack of knowledge, but the

application of truths he already knows” (p. 85prits from the lives of Paul and David are usedrgz



us to persevere by waiting on the Lord, dealind weh trials and discouragement, reading the Word,
and living one day at a time. (Fprgetting: We cannot do anything about last ye&@svest, but we can
about this year’sln this final chapter, Lawrence utilizes severalaeds passages (John 15:5; 1 Cor.
3:11-15; 9:24-27; Heb. 6:1-8) to motivate his reade make up for lost time and press on to maturit
His key for growth and maturity is a simple equatitDiscipline produces character which produces
fruitfulness” (p. 117).

From cover to cover, this is an excellent books ttoncise, practical, and witty. Many Christians
will appreciate much of Lawrence’s theology evideshin statements like these: “So the Father gives
salvation to all who do nothing more than to bedi@v His Son. . .We either believe the witness Gasl
given concerning His Son that salvation is onlptlyh Him or we are still trying to be saved by and
through our own deeds of righteousness” (pp. 20R24pecially noteworthy, is the concluding chapter
where Lawrence unveils his understanding of Hebi&d/&-6:8 (pp. 104-120). In this section, he irssist
that the recipients of Hebrews are Jewish Christiameed of “going on to maturity” (p. 106). Lawoe
understands the consequences of not pressingroattoity to be the loss of rewards at the judgnseat
of Christ (p. 111).

This book will continue to stand the test of tirvtare importantly, John Lawrence'’s life will stand
the test of time and eternity. Having had the [@ge of calling Professor Lawrence a friend duthmglast
six years of his life, | can honestly say that thask is a reflection of his life and theology. iled a life of
grace and finished well. He is now with the Lord aiready reaping the blessings of a life devated t

teaching and practicing the Word of God.



