“Guess Who's Coming to Dinner?” (Luke 7:36-50)

Last month, | had the opportunity to meet Matt Bnowho pastors Sandals Church in Riverside,
California. Attending Matt’s church is a woman tieba former Vegas stripper and porn actress.
Fortunately, this 31-year-old woman has exchangedin for the forgiveness that Jesus Christ affers
Now armed with a heart of gratitude, Heather hsat for young girls who are stuck in her formeyw
of life and hopes to introduce them to Jesus. Massled her to launch a ministry call&d's Girls.
Heather, a stay-at-home mom, and a first-graddezaww evangelize at porn conventions and hand out
Bibles wrapped in T-shirts that say “Holy Hotti@.hey also visit strip clubs, paying girls for priga
dances and using the opportunity to share the gostbethem in the hope that they get saved ang sto
stripping. This year Sandals Church is contribu$s@,000 to this worthy ministrn their websiteour
Christian sisters state that Jesus hung out withedess than acceptable folks because He loved ahem
knew they needed Him, and the essence of whatahmt® be a Christian is to follow Jesus’ example.

What do you think of what these young women areg®Mhat is your initital reaction? Are you
immediately uncomfortable? Are you repulsed? Mampdrtantly, how do you think Jesus feels about
what these young women are doing? Is He pleasdd@ thsappointed? | would suggest th@ts Girls
have been called by God to reach young women whd desus to forgive their sins and cleanse them
from the sins that have been committed against.them

In today’s passage, we will meet one of the fifsi@'s Girls. The scene is laid in Galilee. Jesus has just
healed a centurion’s servant who had been clodedth (Luke 7:1-10). A day later, He intercepted a
funeral procession at Nain’s city gate and restarddad son to his widowed mother (7:11-17). The
rumors flying across the countryside about thisrishing young rabbi from Nazareth seemed to become
more unbelievable every day (7:18-35). As a resautharisee named Simon knew it was time to arrange
a meeting with this Jesus. If he gave a dinnery@artl included Jesus in the guest list, Simon cautid
having to mingle with townsfolk in the marketplattewould also give him an up-close opportunity to
study the potentially dangerous new teacher. Tétdilae Jesus preached in their synagogue and
marketplace, some of the worst people in town adva up. The town gossip was that some of those
people got “converted.” In fact, the word was thabwn prostitute had gotten the idea from theitabb
preaching that even she could be forgiven by Galdcanld be given a new beginning. Simon was sure
that righteousness couldn’t be secured with metie.¥an Luke 7:36-50, we will see how this episode
unfolds.As we look into this passage, we will learn thregortant truths about Jesus.

1. Jesus fellowships with sinner§7:36-38).0ur account begins in 7:36 with these wortow one of

the Pharisee4Simon, cf. 7:40was requesting Him[Jesuslto dine with him, and He entered the
Pharisee’s house and reclined at the tableWhen you think about it, a dinner invitation candiven

for one of two reasons: The host wants to enjoy yompany or the host wants you to enjoy his
company. He is honored to have you in his homeedhimks you should be honored to be in his home. |
this context, | believe we will see that Simon #sidesus should be honored to be in his hbme.
Nevertheless, Jesus was happy to oblige him ané shaeal together. Jesus showed no hesitation in
accepting this Pharisee’s dinner invitatfohfter all, He came to be the Savior of all—taxleotors,
sinners (7:34), and religious leadérs.

Likewise, we should adopt Jesus’ practice and seskare meals with lost people, even those who are
skeptical or critical of our faith. This is an exale of finding common ground. After all, believensd
unbelievers both have to eat, right? Why not usesttmmer months to have a barbeque with some of
your unbelieving neighbors? Why not invite your eliving classmate, coworker, or neighbor out for a
meal? Take the initiative, follow in Jesus’ foofsteand strive to seek and save the lost (see 1%9:10



Upon entering Simon’s house, Jesus “reclined atahle.” In the first century, the people of theddllie
East didn't sit on chairs with their feet under thkle. The dinner table was low to the ground thed
guests would lay on mats, with their head neatdhke and their feet away from the table. They woul
prop themselves up with their left elbow, and eith wheir right hand like your kids do when they ga
front of the TV. (Next time you tell them to quaténg on the floor, they may well say, “I'm jusyitng
‘to preserve a biblical tradition.”) This is hovll meals were eateh.

Not only was the eating posture unique, but sotiwasrchitecture of the homes. In the ancient world
homes were more open to the street and it would baen common for others who were not a part of the
dinner party to drop by and sit away from the tabid listen to the conversation. Social custom also
allowed needy people to partake of some of thevefs. Large crowds would gather especially when a
noted rabbi was in attendan@éhis helps explain the rest of Luke’s account.

In 7:37a, Luke informs us that an unexpected visittashes the partyWhile Jesus is lying at the table,
eating and talking with the other guests, a wonmamfthe crowd of onlookers approaches Him. Luke
describes her as“ainful” woman. In Jesus’ day, there was only one way aavooould get a reputation
for being sinful—she had lived a promiscuous lifiel avas likely a prostitute. We don’'t know how this
woman came to be a prostitute. Perhaps she wea filith lust. But more likely she was sexually adulis
as a child or has grown up an illegitimate childhwio prospects for marriage. Or perhaps she islawv
struggling to survive. We just can't say, and sddaiow better than to judge her harshly.

There is something else we can deduce about thisawoShe has been battered down. Her self-image is
tattered and ragged. She is the continual objectithing criticism and insults by the wives of her
customers. She has been spat upon. She is the lexarapy mothers in town use to warn their daughters
She is the target of nasty jokes. She is shunnehleblest people and used and abused by the worst.
Inwardly, she is broken and bleeding. Her spirit@ginded. For her to come to the banquet at Sitmen t
Pharisee’s house takes shocking courage. Shewsdias a sinner, one who conveys uncleanness by her
very touch, almost as if she has an infectiousadiseShe knows that she will have to endure stares,
whispers, and muffled laughter as the men nudgenother. She knows that Simon will not be happy to
see her in his houséBut she wanted openly to express her love fors]esu she was willing to endure
public humiliation to do it. This woman longed te im the presence of Jesus.

In 7:37b-38, Luke tells us that this womdmought an alabaster vial of perfume, and_standimg
behind Him at His feet, weepingshe began to wet His feet with her tears, and kewiping them
with the hair of her head, and kissingHis feet and_anointingthem with the perfume.” Let's consider
this woman’s worship of Jestss.

» She stands...to honor Jesus’ greatn®¥ben we sing, we often stand to honor our Landatt,
we sing the song, “I Stand in Awe of You.” Are yisuawe of the Lord Jesus? Do you revel in
His greatness?

» She weeps...overwhelmed with sorrow over her agside of this passage, the New Testament
records only five other uses of the verb “to wéf'he word is used either of rain or of fire and
brimstone that God sends from heaven. The voluntei®fvoman’s tears was like the rain from
heaven. Not only were Jesus’ feet getting wettteifloor was also getting w&tPsalm 56:8
says that God puts our tears in a bottle. How nteass have you shed over your sin? Are you
broken over your behavior, words, thoughts, atégjc&nd motives?

» She wipes Jesus’ feet with her hair...a sign of depility. Our woman unfastens her hair and
lets it fall free. She kneels down and begins fpenlesus’ feet with her hair. To go about in
public with her hair down was considered a shamntéfaly to do; yet she is not deterré&he
humbles herself before Jesus and those who arenpries the meal. Do you humble yourself
before Jesus on a regular basis? Is your desitdiforto increase in your life?



» She kisses Jesus’ feet...a gesture of affectionespdct By constantly kissingkétephilej the
imperfect tense) Jesus’ feet the woman was expigebgir affection, respect, and submission (cf.
1 Sam 10:1). Clearly, she loved Him. How do yourezp your emotions and affection for Jesus?

e She anoints Jesus' feet...in gratitude for what Hedwne for herNormally, people anointed the
heads of others, not their feet. But this woman matsable to get to Jesus’ head, so she came up
behind Him and anointed His feet. She is overwhdlmigh gratitude. Are you grateful for the
person and work of Jesus? Do you express youtuptativith praise and thanksgiving?

This woman does not care about what people thin&.iSnot self-conscious; she is God-conscious. A
couple of weeks ago, | was telling my wife, Lohiat | am grateful that Stephen Rennie and his famil
have moved back into our area, returned to ourathand that Stephen is on youth staff. One of the
things | appreciate about Stephen is that he iselftconscious when he worships. Whether he is
worshipping God at church on Sunday morning, Wediagsight at youth group, or with a small group,
he is an expressive worshipper. | am excited b&causyoung men can see how a man worships.

The worship of this woman could not have been swdisaster for the proud host than had a loode bul
tromped through, overturning tables and delicadies$, Jesus graciously received our woman'’s worship
which left Simon and his party aghast. You seecarelove Jesus too little, but we can never lova Hi
too much. Jesus longs for us to worship Him.

2. Jesus reqards love as the proper expression aatitude (7:39-47).In 7:39, Luke picks up the story

by giving us an inside scoofNow when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw tlsi, he said to

himself, ‘If this man were a prophet He would knowwho and what sort of personthis woman is

who is touching Him, that she is a sinnet’ Simonsaw this encounter as proof that Jesus was naile an
anything but a prophét.The Pharisees would not associate with such sfnh&s a Pharisee, Simon

was outwardly an upright and religious man. Heraptied to keep the Law of Moses. He tithed his
income. He fasted regularly. He prayed at leastethimes every day. He never missed in his atteredan

at the synagogue. He was a decent man who wasctedss a religious leader in the community. Yet,
Simon is self-righteous. He does not see himsedf sianer in need of a Savior.

Can you relate to Simon? Do you see yourself aasonably good person? When you compare yourself
to others, do you stack up pretty well as a spquesent, church member, and overall moral persam? D
you find that you look down on other more notorigiumers? If so, you need to recognize that God
doesn’t grade on the curve. You don’t score pdigtbeing better than the worst people. You need His
forgiveness as much as anyone. Like this sinful amon$imon had much to be forgiven—but he was too
smug to acknowledge it.

Jim Henson, the creator of the Muppets died ungrgdéca few years ago. He was sick, but he didn't
know it. He thought he had a cold. He thought is\@aouch of the flu. He thought he would soon be
better, so he did nothing about it. He had no tta&it was life-threatening. He could have savisblvn
life with a trip to the doctor, but he didn’t kndvaw sick he was. In the very same way, there all®ons
of people on this planet who think that becaus#)éir own opinion, they are basically good—thait tis
good enough. They will never be able to receive'S&fmtgiveness because they will never bring
themselves to acknowledge their own sinfulnessteéidll,” they will say, “I've never killed anybody
do my job, pay my bills, try to help my fellow maand I'm a productive member of society. At least |
not a drug addict or prostitute.” They say thig, they don’t see how their lives are filled withtbrness,
or envy, or gossip, or resentment, or self-righte@ss, or pride, or hate, or jealousy—they dor@tremv
sin has corrupted them and driven a wedge betwesnselves and a holy God. As a result they go
through life thinking, I'm not that bad; in factm better than most It is these types of individuals that
Jesus is directing this parable to.



| just love 7:40a! Luke writesJesus answerechim, ‘Simon, | have something to say to you."First,
please notice that Jesus answered Simon, but Siamnot said anything! Jesus read Simon’s mind
because he knew his heart (cf. 5:22). Luke usesdfl irony by showing that Jesus could read Sision’
secret thoughts, even though Simon doubted thatasea prophetf

What is Simon to say at this point? So he repffgay it, Teacher” (7:40b). In other words, “Let’s get
this over with, Jesus. Go ahead and say what yed teesay.” What mockery, what sarcasm! By these
seemingly polite words, Simon mocks Jesus. In esska is saying: “Instruct me, O thou great teather
you who are not a prophet, you who are not evemises as | am for |, even |, know that the woman who
is touching you is a woman of the street, a pnatjta whore so, please, kindly instruct me, O tinogt
wise and most learned teacher...You sham, You fraud.”

With this backdrop, Jesus commands Simon’s attentith a brief parabolic missile. If the party nedd

an “afternoon dinner story” to pep it up, this amas wired for explosiorfA moneylender had two
debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the o#r fifty” (7:41).A moneylender’s business was to
lend money to others at a fixed rate of interebe @enarius was worth about a day’s wage for a¢abo
Thus, the debts were significant: They represemtednonths’ pay and one-and-three-quarter years pay
(20 months), based on a six-day work week. One demtimes more. Despite the divergence of the
amounts, Jesus says that both debtors were umatdpay their debt so the moneylender graciously
forgave them both (7:42a).

Jesus then asks SimdBo which of them will love him more?” Simon answeed and said, ‘| suppose
the one whom he forgave more.” And He said to himyou have judged correctly” (7:42b-43). The
answer to Jesus’ question may have been obvidasrton though he seems to have known very little
about forgiveness and love. However, he appar&ntiy that Jesus sometimes used questions to lgre Hi
critics into a trap. So he replied with uneasyctduce allowing the possibility that the answermhigpot

be as obvious as it appeared to be.

“Turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, ‘Do ya see this woman?'(7:44) Simon’s great
mistake was that he could not see this woman asggavén woman. He could only see her as the sinful
woman she had been. So Jesus set her in contidist bost: “Simon, let me help you to see HérJesus
proceeds to sayl entered your house; you gave Me no water for Myfeet, but she has wet My feet
with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You gae Me no kiss?® but she, since the time | came
in, has not ceased to kiss My feet. You did not amd My head with oil, but she anointed My feet
with perfume” (7:45-46)** Jesus hadn’t complained about Simon’s cold welc@uéHe had noticed
it.”® Now He linked it to a lack of gratitude for God&sgiveness. “Simon, didn’t you just tell Me thaget
person who has been forgiven a huge debt willdesdt love for the one who forgave? This womanaad
great debt. But it was forgiven. Now look at heatgude! Look at her love! What does your treatnafnt
Me say about your gratitude?”

Simon assumed that this woman was the 500 defraniisand that he was the 50 denarii sinner. Yiet, t
truth is, Simon was guilty of countless sins justinlg this evening alone. He despised this woman wh
was made in the image of God. He treated her witatttude of superiority. He failed to show

hospitality to this woman who quite obviously wagyreat need. He excluded her from his banquet and
from his life (see 14:13-14). He showed preferefiagetitism to his friends’ well being more thanttas
woman’s needs. Furthermore, Simon treated the GttedJniverse with disrespect. He assumed that he
knew better than Jesus did. He acted in disbdllgt is all in one evening party. Can you imagimdrtg

into account the multitude of sins that Simon cottediyesterday or the day before? In reality, Sigon

a 500,000 dearii sinner because God knows notalhbf his deeds but his thoughts (see Jer 17:9°10)



In 7:47, Jesus state;or this reason | say to you, her sins, which arenany, have been forgiven, for
she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, lowelittle.” The word “for” (hoti) is not causal (i.e., the
woman’s sins were not forgiven, “because she hasllgreatly”). Instead, it is logical (i.e., the mvan’s
sins were forgiven, “as evidenced by the fact that has loved greatly”). In other words, the “fgives
the evidence of forgiveness, not the groiéor example, we may say, “It is raining, for thedow is
wet.” The wet window is not the cause of the raun, the evidence of it. Jesus’ point is that thespe
who realizes how great a gift forgiveness is (beeahey have a deep sense of sin) has a gredblove
the one who forgives. The woman'’s acts of reveréndesus honored Him as the one who brought
God’'s message of grace.

We must realize our great debt and our utter iitgtid repay our debt. To love Jesus much, we must
come to the realization that we are in debt to Bechuse of our sin nature and because of the many
deeds of sin that we have committed. We must a&iglize that there is nothing we can do to repay the
debt. All the good deeds in the world added tosiosg is like putting frosting over a moldy cake. Ve
got to come to the place where we recognize thaeotire cake is moldy and we can’t do anythingjxo
it. If we have no sense of debt to Christ, we i@ille little. Thus, we must acknowledge that we have
sinned and are guilty before the holy God.

3. Jesus provides those who love Him assuran€&48-50).In 7:48, Jesus turns to the woman and says,
“Your sins have been forgiven.”"We could translate it, “Your sins have been forgiead stand

forgiven.” The perfect tense of the verb “forgiveiapheontal makes it clear that her forgiveness was not
the result of her lov& It was the other way around. She had already firgiven before she entered
Simon’s house. Jesus was not now imparting forgigsrio her for the first time, but was commenting o
her forgiven conditiori’ Here, in front of Simon and others crowding thairdy room, Jesus publicly
declares her to be a forgiven woman. Whatever ahdben in the past—her sin is forgiven, forgotten,
forever. Forgiveness was the springboard for tlisman’s lavish love. It is the same for us todayeW
love God because He first loved us” (1 John 4:G@d starts the process by loving us unconditionally
and forgiving us because of Christ’s sacrificedar sins. The more we come to understand forgivenes
the more we will love. Forgiveness is the causeelis the effect. Forgiveness is the reason arglilov

the result. Forgiveness is the root and love idrilie®

How did our woman know that her sins were forgivée8us told her. How do we know today that we
have been forgiven? God tells us so in His Wrissurance comes from depending upon the promises
of Scripture. This is very important. There are gndays that you may nételsaved, but the issue is:
Have you trusted in Christ alone as your sin-b&alfeso, cling to His promise. Don't trust your wkeror
lack thereof, trust the promises of Christ.

In 7:49, Luke informs us‘Those who were reclining at the table with Him bgan to say to
themselves, ‘Who is this man who even forgives s The dinner guests also raise the question of
Jesus’ identity (cf. 7:39; 5:2%§ These ancient scholars recognize something thay eentemporary
scholars fail to acknowledge: You can only rightygive sins if they were committed against youkéu
wants us to consider that “this man” is not onjyraphet; He is the one who'’s Law this sinful wonteaal
broken. As God in human flesh, He could rightlygiee sins.

Jesus’ last word to the woman ‘f¥pur faith has saved you; go in peace(7:50)3® Jesus now confirms
to the woman what had already taken place. Thisanasrd of assurancélt was not her love that saved
her. It was her faitf> Because God accepted her, she could go in peiaeen&nd his crowd would
probably never accept her. Others in the town nightinue to look down on her. But they knew noghin
of the grace of God. She could go in peace bedaerskiture was secure. She belonged to God.



The question is this: What is it that the womaridweld by faith? If the woman'’s faith saved her, wwha
was the substance of her faith? | believe thatekestrongly implies the answer: The woman believe
that if she came to Jesus as a repentant siniseis Y@uld not send her away. This echoes Jesusggom
“...the one who comes to Me | will certainly not cast” (John 6:37b¥°

Simple faith in the person and work of Christ résirt an eternal relationship with God. The besedite
listed in 7:48-50:

* “Your sins are forgiven.” This takes care of thetp@:48).

» “Your faith has saved you.” This takes care ofphesent (7:49).

« “Goin peace.” This takes care of the future (7.80)

In Luke’s account, our nameless woman was alsolessdYet her actions spoke volumes. How do you
express your love and gratitude to God for His ifergess? Suppose that God works in proportion to ou
love and gratitude. Suppose that it is the basiowef He determines to work in a church. Suppose He
goes from one church to another, asking, “How nuakhey love me? How grateful are they?” Suppose
He comes to our church, looks over our congregatimhasks, “How much do they love Me?” What
would the answer be? Suppose He looks at eachduodiv Suppose He looks at you. He wants to know
how much you love Him. If that was the prerequidite condition for His getting involved in youfd]
what would be the resuff?

This passage ultimately teaches one truth: Thoseas forgiven most love most. So if you want teelo
Jesus the way He desires, review His love for yaurenew your love for God, review God'’s love for
you.
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Scripture Reading

Luke 7:36-50

Matthew 26:6-13

Mark 14:3-9

John 12:1-8

John 6:37; 8:11
Romans 5:1

Ephesians 2:8-10; 5:1-2

Study Questions

1.

Jesus was criticized for spending time with sinrfetke 5:8, 30, 32; 7:34; 13:2; 15:1-2, 7, 10; B3:19:7;
24:7). Have Christians ever expressed concernmitspending time with sinners? How have | respomaed
these concerns? Are there certain activities teablld not participate in when attempting to iefiage others
for Christ? Are there specific places | should fneuent in my attempts to share Christ? If so, o | draw
the line? How can | make sure | do not violate mggctions? How can | keep a Christian brotheristes
from stumbling, yet maintain my Christian libertyrfthe sake of the gospel? Read 1 Corinthians 2315-

The sinful woman that approached Jesus lavishetbiierupon Him (7:37-38). To what extent should lowe
for Jesus be emotional? Are feelings important? tdowhey relate to faith? When | am not feelingltime”
with Jesus, how does He want me to respond? Whaif not an emotional person, how can | expressong/
and worship to Jesus? Does Jesus expect any outegponse? If so, what and when?

Agree/disagree: The more we grow in Christ the magewill see our own sinfulness. Support with Senip.
How can we balance the reality that we are “sdifit®w creations,” “righteous,” “beloved,” yet cantie to
sin? How can we appropriate our new identity ini€hyet compare ourselves with Christ’s perfeahdiard
and be humbled by our sinfulness? Why is this irguf

”

Jesus seems to be far more concerned about thégbtdousness of Simon the Pharisee than He isittfig!
woman'’s sexual immorality (7:40-47). How does tiigke me feel? As one who may be relatively sexually
pure, does this bother me? Since all Christianggte with self-righteousness, what does this sstfgké Jesus
is so repulsed by self-righteousness, how canwgnamy humility so that | do not look down on other
judge them? Read 1 Corinthians 4:1-5.

Jesus implies that an awareness of sin and anierperof forgiveness are important elements imig\Him
(7:47). Must a person be deeply convicted of siariter to get saved? Why or why not? How can wp hel
people to see their great need before God as ewkeed and as believers? Do | sense a deep awardmags
own sinfulness and inability to please God apantifthe work of Christ and the Holy Spirit? How dan
cultivate this sensitivity in my own life?
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words “of greeting” have been supplied to qualifyatkind of kiss is meant. See NET Study Notes.

%4 This event is not equivalent to the anointingesus that takes place in the last week of higNfatt 26:6-13;
Mark 14:3-9; John 12:1-8). That woman was not aainand Jesus was eating in the home of Simoleples, who,
as a leper, could never be a Pharisee.

% The host required none of these actions, butabiethat the woman has engaged in them showsttbatas taken
extra steps to greet hitnHoward MarshallThe Gospel of LUke&CGT (Exeter: Paternoster; Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1978), 311-312.




% Davis, “Love Lost / Love Found.”
%" The connection between this statement and thegireg probably involves an ellipsis, to the effitt thehoti
clause. For similar examples of an “evidentiangti see Luke 1:22; 6:21; 13:2. See discussion in Darr&ock,
Luke 1:1-9:50 BECNT (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1994), 703-5. See BlsEarl Ellis,The Gospel of LUKEENCBC
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996), 122. The folloviinglish versions render the verse in question ately:
* NET: “Therefore | tell you, her sins, which were myaare forgiven, thushe loved much; but the one who
is forgiven little loves little.”
» HCSB: “Therefore I tell you, her many sins haverb&given; that's whyshe loved much. But the one
who is forgiven little, loves little.”
* NRSV: “Therefore, | tell you, her sins, which wenany, have been forgiven; herslee has shown great
love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, lovéte.”
e NLT: “I tell you, her sins—and they are many—hawe=b forgiven, sghe has shown me much love. But a
person who is forgiven little shows only little kv
% The Greek perfect tense indicates a past actatrctmtinued in the present tense. Thus, the wdmadrbeen
earlier forgiven of her sin, the result of whicmtiaued up to that very moment (cf. 7:47 for themeaverb). See
also Patel uke 177.
2 Jesus had earlier forgiven the sins of the pdcatyan in Capernaum (5:20). Here he did not forgiesins of
the sinful woman but announced authoritatively thaty stood forgiven. See Dr. Thomas L. Constait#es on
Luke http://www.soniclight.com/constable/notes.ht2005.
30 Matthews A Woman Jesus Can TeadHO0,
31E.g., Isa 1:18; 43:25-26; 55:6-7; Acts 13:38-38nR4:7-8; Eph 4:32; and Heb 8:12.
321t's not the first time in Luke that this questibas been asked. Jesus demonstrated His auttwfiggive sins by
raising the paralytic from his stretcher (5:21,.24)
3 Constable is correct when he writes, “Jesus cateduhe incident by giving the woman a further wofd
encouragement and clarification. It was her faitht, her love that had resulted in her salvatiorwloich her
forgiveness was a part. Consequently she couldrdappeace about her condition even though otiméght
continue to regard her as a ‘sinner’ (cf. 8:48197:18:42). Here salvation has the larger meanirgpioitual
deliverance. This is clear because of Jesus’ pusviomments about forgiveness and the lack ofereéerto
physical deliverance (i.e., healing). Likewise doenmon Jewish farewell, ‘May God'’s peace be yo(irstg. 18:6;
1 Sam. 1:17; 2 Sam. 15:9; 1 Kings 22:17; Acts 16J36nes 2:16), assumes a larger meaning when dedneith
spiritual salvation. This woman was able to go atasting condition of peace because of her {aittRom. 5:1).”
ConstableNotes on Luke
34 Again, Jesus uses the perfect tense of the wantett osokencf. Luke 7:48 “forgiven” apheontd)).
% This woman was already saved. That is the poith@®8&tory. She was forgiven already because ofditar(not
because of her love). Because she knew that shéovgiagen much, she was expressing her love tosJéhe word
of reassurance that Jesus gives her is an addedhass. She already knows she is forgiven, butsleinesses
with her spirit that she is a child of God. Thesesiuch a thing as an intensified gift of assuraricalvation; an
enlarging of the assurance that one has alreathight be given to use when we forget what othieirkt Michael
Eaton,Preaching Through the Bible: Luke 1-(Kent, England: Sovereign World, 1999), 106.
%6 Bob Deffinbaugh, “The Wordless Worship of an Uneanwoman” (Luke 7:36-50):
http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page id=1049
3" This has been revised from Pritchdidow to Be a Great Lover.”
% R.T. Kendall,The Complete Guide to the Parables of Jé&rand Rapids: Chosen, 2004), 121.




