“Persistent Prayer Pays” (Luke 18:1-8)

Perhaps you've noticed that the world around umeigyetting better. Mankind is not evolving intorso
“new and improved” creature. When we watch the axgenews, we are bombarded with stories of men
and women who kill strangers, co-workers, studerghbors, and even their own children. As a tesul
we no longer feel as safe as we once did to ldavedors of our home unlocked. Some of us have a
weapon that we keep in our home to protect ourlfaifhen we go jogging, we consider what route is
the safest. We don’t want to risk being muggededapr assaulted. Furthermore, it seems when we
watch television, listen to the radio, or read gyazne we are made aware of the conflicts and thats
are going on in our world. War and rumors of wanwaid. There is never a sense of peace or rest.
Tragically, when we examine the church, we disctiwat church attendance is on the decline. Even
Christian writers and preachers are saying thathiuech is no longer relevant. With this type of
encouragement, many Christians are abandoninghtirelt. Some are even falling away from Christ. In
other parts of the world, Christians are being gaurted. On account of their faith in Christ, bediesvare
being killed, tortured, raped, and imprison€ke world that we live in is a dangerous and depressing

place. To make matters worse, the Bible tells us thagthare not going to remain as bad as they
currently are...they are only going to get warse.

In light of the dark and tragic days that lie ahdamlv should we deal with injustices that will abd@
Should we fight, desist and play dead, compromige thre world? What action should believers take as
the world deteriorates? How are we to preparelferend? Jesus will answer this question for uthdn
passage that we will look at Jesus has been daggtibHis disciples the conditions that will préat

His second comingIn that day, mankind will be going through the alstabits of life as they did in the
times of Noah and Lot. As in those days, indiffeeto God and immorality will prevailSuddenly,

Christ will return in power, glory, and judgmentdawill shatter this indifference. Having instructidds
disciples on the nature of these end times, Jesgegds to give practical lessons to His followers.

In Luke 18:1-8, Jesus tells His disciples (cf. 2J:@8ne of His most memorable parables. Today, ltwan
us to see that Jesus is telling us, “If we do maypvewill give up.” In order to be encouraged in our
praying and to persevere in our faith, Jesus eghmto (1) pray with persistence and (2) pray waith
accurate view of God.

1. Pray with Persistencg18:1-5).Luke introduces Jesus’ parable in 18:1 with theseda:“Now He
[Jesus)was telling them[His disciples]a parable to show that at all times they ought tpray and not
to lose heart.” Luke provides us with a one-verse commentaryitighides the interpretation prior to
the parable. This is very unusual. It would be Eimo providing an answer key on page one and the
problems to be solved on page two. If all the pasatvere this easy to interpret, Bible studentsldiou
have it made.

Luke informs us that Jesus told the following p#&db show His disciples and us that at all times w
should not “lose heart” or “grow wearyWhen we read the phrase “at all times,” it is easink,

“That's impossible! I've got to go to work for atdst eight hours every day. I've got to pay bitisgat

my meals, to talk with my spouse and others, te tate of my house and lawn and car, and a hundred
other things to do each week. How can | possibdy @t all times? What am | supposed to do, join a
monastery or something?”

No, that is not the point! Jesus modeled for uskthd of life that we are to live in dependencetios
Father. As we look at His life, He did not livethe desert as a hermit so that He could pray arthend
clock. Rather, prayer was something that Jesusidirgty engaged in, even though in one sense, of all
people who ever lived on this earth, Jesus hatetis need to pray! He did not have to wrestle with
inner lusts of the flesh as we do, since He was hdgthout sin. And yet He often prayed.



| know your hearts. You are people who believeraypr. | do too. Yet, for all of us it is easy tegtect
prayer. We don't want to, we just get busy. I'méha tell you, there's hope. Even if your prayés Is
currently non-existent, you can grow to have a potigie prayer life. Here are some action steps that
have helped me in my prayer life:

» Setasidearegular time each day. Your time can be in the morning, afternoon, omang. Pick a
time that works best for the way that God has wiredl | would recommend making an appt. in
your day-timer or palm pilot. This may seem strarmg you will be more likely to pray if you
look at your calendar and see an appt. that s&@].” You won’'t want to cancel that appt.

» Makeadaily prayer list. One of the greatest challenges to praying is alesmng mind. Perhaps
you're like me and your mind is always workingytfu have trouble focusing when you pray,
write down your prayer requests on a piece of papese 3x5 cards. | find it helpful to pray out
loud and be active (e.g., walk, ride a stationake,brock in the rocking chair). This does
wonders to free you from distraction and keep ymu$ed.

» Pray for requests on the spot. When someone asks for prayer, offer to prayHergerson on the
spot. This is a wonderful habit to get into becaths® prayer becomes a part of your life.
Furthermore, praying with people is one of the ggavays to build community. Many of us
may receive email prayer requests. If so, beforergply to the email or delete it into
cyberspace, why not take a moment and pray foretpeest. This will further strengthen your
prayer muscles.

By adopting even one of these action steps, yougvwilv as a man or woman of prayer. And you will
come to the realization that it is possible, evethe frantic pace of contemporary American lientake
prayer a priority.

Before we leave 18:1, I'd like you to notice thatke says disciples “ought” to pray at all timeseTh
word “ought” (de, “it is necessary”) has the idea of necessityy@ra not an optional activity for the
more committed. It is a necessity faery believer because it acknowledges our total deperaen
God. We can't say, “Prayer is not my gift” or “I'mot comfortable praying.” Not to pray is arrogant,
because we're really saying, “Thanks, God, butnl lkandle this by myself.” But the truth is: We dan’
handle anything by ourselves, apart from God’'s gjeawd power!

Jesus says that we “ought to pray and not to leaeth The use of the term “lose heart” in the afghe
New Testament is often closely linked with advgrSkVvhen we go through adversity, it is so easy te los
heart and give up. If you're going through a trthls passage is for you. The theme of this paratitee
vindication of God’s misunderstood and sufferinggde. Does this describe you today? Are you
suffering? Do you feel misunderstood? Do you weesith God’s timetable and the need to wait on
Him? Do you agonize over the problem of evil andiGgovereign control? Difficulties like these may
cause us to want to give up on prayer, but we shoumtinue in prayer until the end. Instead ofrigsi
heart and giving in, Jesus wants us to hope in &tichpersevere in prayer. To do otherwise, guarantee
that we will lose heart and give up. Prayer is amseof perseverance.

Now in 18:2-3, Jesus introduces the characterddrstdry. an unjust judge and a poor widow. Jesus
begins His parable by setting the std@yea certain city there was a judge who did not far God and
did not respect man”(18:2). This judge did not have the two charactiesshat God esteems the most:
love for God and love for man (Matt 22:37-39). Thidge cared only about himsélHe didn’t

determine the cases before him on the basis afi@sy or law. Hurt or suffering people didn’t bothe
him at all. He was a man without a conscience, awithout religious faith. Think of him as tough,
selfish, unfair, and powerf8iGiven the attention focused on this judge botihetbeginning of the
parable and at the end (cf. 18:6) | take it thatidevants us to view him as the central character.



But the secondary character in this parable isiatportant. Jesus brings her to the forefront irB1Ble
tells us that in the same city, a widow was seekielg from the judgdJesus put it like thi$There was

a widow in that city, and she kept coming to him,&ying, ‘Give me legal protection from my
opponent!®” As we study this parable, try to see it in itstEassetting. The “courtroom” was not a fine
building but a tent that was moved from place &xplas the judge covered his circuit. The judgeth®so
law, set the agenda; and he sat regally in the $entounded by his assistants. Anybody could wteh
proceedings from the outside, but only those whevegproved and accepted could have their caseks tri
This usually meant bribing one of the assistantsesavould call the judge’s attention to the case.

The widow in Jesus’ story had three obstacles &amme. First, being a woman she had little standin
before the law. In the Palestinian Society of Jedag, women did not go to court. They were nothhyg
esteemed. Second, since she was a widow she Hadgshand to stand with her in court. Though we
probably think of this widow as an older womantha ancient world a widow could be as young as her
thirties™" In biblical times, girls were married at the agd.® or 14 and so a widow could be quite young,
without grown children to care for hErFinally, she was poor and could not pay a britendf/she

wanted to. Widows were especially vulnerable, at there were not many vocational opportunities for
women. Life insurance was nonexistent. She wasrakgpe on whatever her husband had left her. Ibis n
wonder poor widows did not always get the protectiee law was supposed to afford th&m!

The fact that the main petitioner in the story isidow means that the judge does have a cultuhl an
moral obligation to be sensitive to her. She ianrexposed and vulnerable position. God expected th
poor to be defended. The widow makes her appeal again and again. $&eds to get the justice she is
entitled to receive from her adversanBo Luke records that this widow “kept coming” be judge™®

She wanted justice and would not take “no” for asveer. The judge thought that by initially rejegtin

her she would go away. Wrong! He no sooner leaw@& ' go home for lunch than this woman dogs his
steps all the way to his house. When he comesayd back to work, there she is. When he goes taime
night, she’s there again. Every morning she isimgiftor him to show up. Every day he tells her & g
lost, but she keeps coming back. He can't getfriteo! She’s beginning to dominate his life. He ineg

to hate going to work, because he’s going to bdronted by this nagging woman! Jesus also says that
this widow cries out, “Give me justice!” The verbad here suggests immediate action. The widow
declares, “Give me justice and | mean NOW!” Shendlithke “no” for an answer. She was a squeaky
wheel demanding oil.

After introducing the two characters and laying that setting for us, Jesus shares the responke of t
unjust judge. Initially, he was unwilling to helpet widow, but over the course of time her perststen
requests broke him down. In 18:4-5 Jesus s&y®,a while he [the unjust judgejvas unwilling; but
afterward he said to himself, ‘Even though | do nofear God nor respect man, yet because this
widow bothers me, | will give her legal protectionptherwise by continually coming she will wear
me out.” | like this! This widow gets the job don®argaret Thatcher is quoted as saying, “In politits
you want anything said, ask a man; if you want limg done, ask a woman.” Men, perhaps there is a
lesson here for us. Most of the women | know apeeiglly hard workers and are faithful and persitste
in the duties that they take on. Ladies, you hayeeapect. You know how to get the job done!

This judge did not share my sentiments for womdrubh defending widows and the defenseless was
the judge’s primary job (Ps 82:2-4), he heartlesbiyigged her off. He was independent, or thought he
was. He wasn't overly concerned about public opintde was concerned with himself—his own
opinions, his own comfort, his own income. And tlidge was the widow's last resort. Remember, Luke
makes a special point of emphasizing in 18:2 and tttat this judge didn't fear either God or maheT
word “yet” is emphasized in the Greek text. Ithie tritical point in the story. It is the widow'sdntinual
coming,” not a change of heart on the judge’s et persuades him. This widow persisted, pressstl,
persevered. In her pleading for justice, she btbkeman down.



Incidentally, the word translated “wear me out"l®5 is a word that literally means “to hit somedme
the eye, to give that person a black eYerhis is a tough widow—the judge was afraid she lddeat

him black and blue! Actually, the judge was not sexd about a physical assault; he was just tiretthef
bother. Used figuratively, it means to wear sometm&n emotionally or to beat down someone’s
reputation. Since this judge is not concerned aigls of reputation (18:2, 4), the term here referthe
woman wearing him down emotionalff{/She is a nuisance. She is sucking the life otiirof The judge
foresees that the woman’s constant requests vahtenally break him down, and so he purposes to take
up her cause. He wants to avoid the hassle ofdming on a regular basis. He knows if he contirtaes
refuse, she will continue to come. This judge mienmatch. Finally, he relented and gave the widdwatw
she wanted just to shut her up.

In 18:6-8, Jesus brings His story to a close amliegpthe parable to the lives of His disciples.ddeures
His disciples that God is not like the unjust judge will not put them off. Rather, He will respotudthe
persistent requests of His children. The quessokMill God’s children remain faithful until He reins?

2. Pray with an accurate view of God18:6-8).In 18:6-8a Jesus saysjear what the unrighteous
judge said; now, will not God bring about justicé® for His elect* who cry to Him day and night,
and will He delay long over them# | tell you that He will bring about justice for them quickly.”
The Lord asks us to “hear what the unrighteousgushys,” that is, to reflect on his reaction to the
persistent requests of the woman, which in turtupés the prayers of the disciples. Listening adigfo
the judge’s words is important, because only ttmndthe disciples see that Jesus was teaching by
contrast. Jesus’ argument is from the lesser tgitbater: If an unjust, selfish judge will see thstice is
done in response to persistent requests, how moch will the just God bring justice to His own
beloved people who pray constantly for relief.

Jesus’ argument here is classic! If a base, pigiteahrthly judge will finally succumb to the urgiof a
defenseless widow, for whom he couldn’t care lasgy much more will the righteous Judge speedily
come to the defense of His own children who pestsf cry to Him for justicé? First, we are not like
the widow. In fact, we are totally opposite front.ie¢he was poor and powerless; we are rich and
powerful. She was abandoned; we are adopted. Shéovgotten; we are chosen. This widow had no
relationship with the judge. She was just one nitera on his to-do list. But we are God’s sons and
daughters, Jesus’ brothers and sisters. We havechesen as disciples. We are in God’s family aad w
matter to Him.

Second, in sharp contrast, our loving heavenlyéfathnothing like the judge in Jesus’ story. Thuat
judge is unrighteous and impartial; the just Judd®ly and true. The unjust judge is selfish; jthe
Judge is selfless. The unjust judge is uncarirgjubkt Judge is caring. We don't need to pesterf@od
every need until He reluctantly responds. We dbatte to pester God to get His attention. We daavieh
to grovel. We don't have to flail ourselves. We Wdmave to bite our lips and groan and moan andfall
these kinds of things people do to show God thalyrenean business.

If one of my children ran up to me and said, “Dadualgase, please, please, | beg of you, | petitan

I’'m pleading with you to listen to my need.” | waliay, “Time out. | don't like the underlying
assumption here. You don't have to go throughhaisé gymnastics. What can | do for you? You mean
everything to me.” | want to meet my children’s dee-there is no greater pleastite.

For you and me to have an effective prayer lifemusst be convinced that our God is a loving Fathar t
wants to give good gifts to His children. How ca@ tlink that our heavenly Father loves us less thean
earthly fathers? God cares about us. He wants svhast for us. And He longs to answers our prayers.



You may say, “This just doesn't ring true. My owxperience is just the opposite. | lost a promotion
because | refused my boss’s sexual advanceswtdit was right and he did what was wrong. | tried
everything to be the perfect employee and nothusy @orked. Now, I'm right where | was four years
ago. He's become vice-president of the compang. #sked God thousands of times to make this right
and it stays wrong. | have the impression that €ititer doesn’t care or is powerless to act. He's
anything but speedy. | want to believe what thddgays, but | have to tell you that | think God ikt
more like the unjust judge than Jesus says!”

These are hard statements to answer. Yet, | belibat Jesus say&od will bring about justice for His
elect who persistently cry out to Him and He wil €b speedily. The tension lies in the fact thatd Go
doesn't see things as we see them. He sees time/asle. We see time in bits and pieces. Compdce it
seeing a man with a knife cut open another persdrést and slice out that person’s heart. If thez all
you saw you would feel pity for the victim and angmvard the assailant. But if you were to see mere
the time before and after—you would realize thatitctim is really a patient and the assailant is a
surgeon. Without cutting there could be no transplg. Without present pain there could be no fitur
years of life. Furthermore, the conversations afiersurgery amaze you with contradictory percegtio
For the patient and family the procedure was ektliaarily long, while the surgical team delightshow
quickly and well everything went.

So it is with God. He sees the whole picture. Tigneot to Him as it is to us. What we think is toany
years He knows to be speedy indeed. What we reakaeedless and disastrous, God sees as necessary
and purposefuf® “Quickly” is determined by God'’s timetable, notrawn. “Quickly” doesn’t mean we

can snap our fingers and God will speed up thegasidt means that God will answer our prayers on
time. He’s not late. He's never in a hurry, but $leéver late.

Therefore, when we suffer injustice, our primaryaerse is persistent prayer. God does not always
answer prayer immediately. If God answered prayeffitst day we asked Him, we wouldn’t have to
encourage people to pray. It would be like buyinigket to the lottery and winning every time. Blg
God of the Bible is sovereign, and He wants uste Him. One reason He doesn’t answer our prayers
immediately is because He wants us to keep spetidiegwith Him?®

Jesus closes our parable in 18:8 with these cluitigrwords:"However, when the Son of Man comes,
will He find faith on the earth?”?’ Jesus’ question here is whether upon His returiessis will still be
looking for Him. Persecution can cause the faitbdubse their enthusiasm. In asking this questiesus
is exhorting believers not to lose heart (cf. 18ThHe question ties in with what Jesus taught i22-87:
“Shall He find [that kind of] faith on the earthPhe end times will not be days of great faith. Eigh
people were saved in Noah’s day, and only fourod®odom (and one of them perished on the way).
Passages like 1 Tim 4 and 2 Tim 3 paint a darkupgodf the last days.

Perseverance is hard for us. We belong to a cudtudea generation where patience is unusual. Wé wan
everything immediately. Impatience causes us te gjwon marriages that might be reconciled, become
hopelessly discouraged with problem children beod is finished with them, and quit jobs when
something goes wrong rather than persevere anthsemod God plans to dbYet, interestingly, God’s
delays often mean that He is planning somethintgbttan the deliverance requestéd.

For us the pressing question isn't whether God lv@lir our prayers and make everything right. The
question is this: Will we keep praying? Until Gad/s “no” in a clear and unmistakable way, will we
continue to pray? Remember, God won't quit on uswll we quit on God? Jesus is wondering if
anyone will still be praying and believing when k¢urns to earth to answer our prayers and make all
things right.



There is only one way you will buy into all of thiéou've got to have faith. You must believe thesils
knew what He was talking about. You have to belitnag God is all He claims to be. You must accept
God's promises even when they contradict your egpees. What do you think? What do you say? How
do you answer Jesus’ question, “When the Son of dtames, will He find faith on the earth?” Say,

“Yes! | believe. | won't quit. Jesus will find f&itin me. I'll keep on praying®

Persistent prayer is the demonstration of faitthécharacter of God’s attributes and the chronotifg
His actions. Persistent praying is similar to olacfmg an order with a catalogue merchandising éous
and our daily looking for its arrival (CBD). Theradition of persistent praying is for OUR benefit.
Persistent praying expresses our confidence thdtv@banswer; it prepares our hearts for the amswe
and it gives God time to work with other peoplétimg about the answer.

The persistent widow would have loved the shogpetch Winston Churchill ever gave. Churchill was
asked back to his old school. Churchill, in faetdbeen quite a failure at that very school, yefohed
within himself a passion for excellence, a talemttéirning failure into success through perseveraAs
you know, he became the Prime Minister of Englamdl & heroic WWII figure. As the schoolmaster
introduced this man, one of the greatest oratoed| dime, to the auditorium full of schoolboys, $&id,
“Young men, be sure you take copious note, becthisevill probably be one of the greatest speeches
you'll ever hear. Short, stout Winston Churchitdatl behind the podium and said, “Never give up'dAn
then he paused for almost a minute. Catching leiathr he continued even more boldly: “NEVER give
up!” Another lengthy pause followed, and then pangdis fist on the podium, he shouted at the top o
his lungs: “Never, Never, Never, Never give up!"ddien he turned and quietly sat down. That was the
sum total of his speech that day—perhaps one ahthst unforgettable speeches of all time. Jeslss tel
us thatPersistent Prayer Pays, therefore, let us never give up.
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Scripture Reading
Luke 18:1-8

Luke 17:22-37
Luke 11:1-13
Deuteronomy 32:4
Psalm 89:14
Isaiah 30:18

Acts 17:31

Study Questions

1. What persecution have | experienced that has aglyeaffected my prayer life? Why is it so easy teegup
praying? What kinds of things can happen that ceuséo lose hope, and lose any heart to pray densiand
believing prayers? How can | change my perspeciResd Romans 5:3-5; 2 Corinthians 4:16-18; and Same
1:2-4. Can | identify a personal struggle that ke from persistent prayer? Who will | share #isggle
with? Will | ask that person to pray for me?

2. lIsitright to pray once in faith and drop the reatknowing that God will answer? Do | need to kbdpging
my prayers to God? Why or why not? Samuel Chadwiate said, “Hurry is the death of prayer.” Do legyr
with this statement? Why or why not? Read the fuithg biblical case studies: Abraham (Genesis 1835-
Jacob (Genesis 32:24-32); Moses (Exodus 34:27B%h (1 Kings 17:1; 18:1, 45-46); a Canaanite veom
(Matthew 15:21-28); and Anna (Luke 2:36-38). Whadhthese accounts is most meaningful or challengpng
me? Why? What items have dropped off my prayethist | need to put back on?

3. In what ways have | had an inaccurate view of Gdd@e | ever thought of Him more like the unjustge@
Today, what is my view of my Heavenly Father? iginot what it should be, how can | see God asHe
portrayed in the Bible? Read Exodus 34:6; Deuteron®2:4; Psalm 89:14; 45:6; Isaiah 30:18; Lameoiesti
3:22-23; and Acts 17:31.

4. On ascale of 1-10, am | a person of faithfulnex$ @erseverance? How would those who know me bést r
me? Am | a person of stability and consistencylfwhat personal examples come to mind that deinratas
this?Corrie ten Boon once asked, “Is prayer your stgertheel or your spare tire?” How would | answes thi
qguestion? How will | make an attempt this weekitovgin my prayer life? Who will | share my commitrmie
with?



Notes

! See Matt 24:9-12; 1 Tim 4:1-5; and 2 Tim 3:1-9.

% Luke 17:22-37.

% See Gen 6:1-14 and 19:1-29.
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taking bribes to fatten his purse or had an “areament” with a wealthy citizen who stood to loséhi# widow won
her case. The judge was arrogant, self-absorbeddj@jost, a powerful man facing down one of the kesa
members of society—a widow.

8 Leith AndersonPraying to the God You Can Trust (Minneapolis, Bethany House, 1996), 172.

° Throughout the books of Luke and Acts, Luke oftkes special note of the plight of widows. So étkes sense
that Luke’s gospel would be the one place wherephrable is recorded (see Luke 2:37-38; 4:25-28;-17;
20:45-47; 21:1-4; cf. Exod 22:22-24; Deut 14:28-28;9-15; Ps 146:9; Isa 1:17, 23; Jer 7:6; Acts 6:Tim 5:3-
10; Jas 1:27).
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children was illegally sold into slavery to pay fogr debts. Apparently, she was poor, powerleskdasperate. If
the judge didn't help her no one else would or doRlersistence was the only tactic she had leftlefson Praying
to the God You Can Trust, 173

14 See Exod 22:21-24; Deut 24:17-18; Pss 65:8; 82148:9.

> Bock, Luke, 454.

8 The phrase “kept coming” is the common Greek \&echomai (“come”). Here it is in the imperfect tense,
indicating repeated or continued action in the .f@ké hadn’'t come just once, but many times. Theligused
elsewhere to describe the persistent way in whietctowds followed Jesus around the Galilean cgsiote. The
result of the crowd'’s persistence was Jesus raleard “taught” them.

" Stanley A. EllisenParablesin the Eye of the Sorm (Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2001), 207.

18 Gk. hupopiaze me, cf. 1 Cor 9:27.

19 Bock, Luke 9:51-24:53, 1449-1450.

20 The phrase “bring about justice” is the noun foektjkesis (found here and in 18:8), of the vesftrlikeo used in
18:3 and 5 above. It means “giving of justice, eit that justice is done.” BDAG, Electronic Edois just—that
is why prayer will be answered (e.g., Deut 32:4884.4; 45:6; Isa 30:18; Acts 17:31).

2 The “elect” or “chosen” ones is a term taken fribra OT for the people of God and applied to Chaistiin the
NT. Notice that these chosen ones are those wlyaddrdim day and night.” C. Marvin Pateyke: Moody Gospel
Commentary{Chicago: Moody, 1995), 337.

% The remark is stated emphatically with a doublgatiee pu me): God will definitely vindicate His people. If an
unjust judge responds to such pleas, God will gdytaespond to such cries from His own chosen ones
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% This idea came from Bill Hybels, God’s Attitudeward Prayer,” Preaching Today, Tape No. 97.
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27 Jesus’ final question suggests that there wiflidbeon the earth who believe in Him when He rety(fis22-
18:1). Remember that the Second Coming is in viewthe Rapture. The phrase “Son of Man” links thugstion
with Jesus’ former teaching about His return (1722 26, 30). This is all the more reason dissipleed to keep
praying. Prayer not only secures God'’s help dup@gecution, but it also demonstrates faith in God.

28 AndersonPraying to the God You Can Trust, 178.
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