“God’s Power; Man’s Weakness” (Judges 3:7-31)

Have you ever wondered, “How could God use somékeene?” Perhaps you are consumed with guilt
over sin and failure. You may suffer with the saafrgour family history or personal background.
Perhaps you have physical problems and limitatibtas/ibe you have difficulty accepting yourself and
bear the burden of a poor self-imdgdaybe you feel inadequate due to a lack of edooasikills, or
spiritual gifts. 1 don’t know about you but whethink of myself I'm not impressed. There are many
physical features | dislike about myself. Thereraemy personality quirks, | wish | could change.ai'th
think of myself from the world’s perspective, ungbelmed comes to mind. Yet, over the course of my
life, the Lord has taught me that He loves to usakwand foolish people like rfe.

We are in the second sermon in a series througBdbk of Judges (“Avoid Generation Degeneration”).
The introduction to Judges (1:1-3:6) revealed wleabstating consequences occur when God'’s people
rebel against Him. Now the author is going to foonghree judges whom God uses in a powerful way.
In Judges 3:7-31 we will see)tir responsibility is response to God’s abilifjin these twenty—five
verses, the term “Lord™ahwel occurs thirteen times. That's every other veEegn though God
dominates this passage, these three stories ramititht He uses people like you and me to accomplis
His purposes in the world.

Our first story in 3:7—11 begins on an ominous ntitke sons of Israel did what was evil in the sight
of the LORD, and forgot [abandoned]the LORD their God and served the Baals and the Agroth
[female Canaanite deities...Baal’s girlfrient$B:7). The opening phrase “the sons of Israeldidt
was evil in the sight of the LORD” is repeated tighout Judges (3:7, 12; 4:1; 6:1; 10:6; 13:1). Each
time the phrase is used, it marks a period of cggioe by Israel's enemies. In spite of the amagiage
that God showed His people in Judges 1-2, Israledaway from God. These people weren't just
having a bad spiritual day. They didn’t skip thaéwotions or forget to pray, they actively rebelled
against the one true God whom they were in coveniht

In 3:8, God gets ticked!Then the anger of the LORD was kindled against Isael, so that He sold
them into the hands of Cushan-rishathain“Doubly-Wicked"] king of Mesopotamia; and the sons of
Israel served Cushan-rishathaim eight years.The phrase “the anger of the Lord was kindleattly
reads “the Lord’s nose became hot.” This is a fitjue way of describing God’s wrathWe tend to get
angry to benefit ourselves; God gets angry becHisholiness elicits a responsi His anger, the Lord
sells His people to the enerfiisrael acts like slaves, so God sells them likged® God will not allow
His people to sin successfully. God will use whatderm of discipline is hecessary to restore His
children to fellowship.

Although God is angry, 3:9-11 demonstrates Hisgrahen the sons of Israel cried to the LORD'®
the LORD raised up a deliverer[a saviorf* for the sons of Israel to deliver them, Othniel tk son of
Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother. The Spirit of the IORD came upon him, and he judged Israel.
When he went out to war, the LORD gave Cushan-ristthaim king of Mesopotamia into his hand"?
so that he prevailed over Cushan-rishathaim. Thentte land had rest[no war]" forty years. And
Othniel the son of Kenaz died."Despite Israel’s rebellion, God listens to theiesrand delivers them.
What's interesting is the word translated “criedd‘'ég does not refer to repentance. Rather, the word
denotes crying for help out of distréég his is an important conclusion, for it shows tvaien the Lord
raises up a judge for Israel He is not reactingny repentance on Israel’s part. If anything, He is
responding to their misery rather than to their@er to their pain rather than their penitence. \itiem
can ever plumb the depths of the Lord’s compadsioRlis people, even His sinful people who are more
moved by their distress than by their depravity@yrGod delivers out of sheer graédoday, will you
express your great love and appreciation to Gotlfetremendous mercy and grace?



In our story, the judge God raises up is Othniele-tran who captured Kiriath Sepher and married
Caleb’s daughter, Achsah (1:12—-13pthniel, the first judge, is exemplary in everyyw&amson, the
twelfth and final judge, is deplorable in almosegvpossible way. The progression downward, even in
Israel’s leaders, is cle&rYet, God uses each of His judges in unique andepiodwvays. Please note in
3:10 that God’s Spirit empowers Othni&[This is true of all the judges, though the wrilees not

always mention it. No one can accomplish anythiggicant spiritually without the Holy Spirit's
enablement (cf. John 15:5). However, with God'sséasce His people can be the agents of superhatura
change and can carry out His will. Never underestiinthe good that one person can do who is fillgld w
the Spirit of God and obedient to the will of Gdtds so easy to accomplish ministry in the flesh—
through our own abilities, knowledge, or persogalitou can pull this off and even fool a lot of jpéa

But if you want your work for the Lord to stand ttesst of time (1 Cor 3:10-15), you need to relyrupo
Him. Our responsibility is response to God’s abiliod wants you and me to know that we can't do
anything apart from Him.

After reading this first story, you should be sliny the colorless nature of Othniel. There islast and
dash about Othniel. In fact, this entire story pesteals the bare essentials, which consist of tieat

Lord has doné’ It is likely that this first story about a judgestripped down so that we will see clearly
what is most essential—the activity of the Lord d@ovictories are, to a greater degree, storiesiaBod
than stories about human heroes. In other wordd,v@mts us to learn about Himself more than about
Othniel?® Sometimes interesting people can obscure thatwarehd up watching these fascinating folks
but never see what our God is dofi@thniel is a man of anonymity. People didn’t knewch about
him.22 But what is clear is that Othniel was a Kenizzitefereigner. This serves as an example that
background should not limit your service to ChifdRegardless of your family of origin, ethnicity, or
nationality, God wants to use you powerfuMour responsibility is response to God’s ability

Our second story is found in 3:12-30, and it bepiaslike the first accountNow the sons of Israel
again did evil in the sight of the LORD. So the LORD stengthened Eglon the king of Moab against
Israel, because they had done evil in the sight tfe LORD. And he gathered to himself the sons of
Ammon and Amalek;** and he went and defeated Israel, and they possesske city of the palm
trees. The sons of Israel served Eglon the king Moab eighteen years’(3:12—14).This story begins,
once again, with God firmly on the side of the pagéB:12). Obviously, God is very unhappy with His
people, so He decides to use idolaters (the Magltitediscipline idolaters (the Israelites). Ego.
possess the “city of the palm trees” (3:13). Nowrymind may immediately think of Hawaii or some
other tropical paradise. But the “city of the pahees” was Jericho (Deut 34:3), which was the fstn
that Israel captured in Joshua 6. This is a telfiieture of how far Israel has fallen. She did canitinue
to possess the land; instead, her enemies todaritdeback by force. Additionally, Israel suffersden
Eglon for eighteen years. Under Cushan the Doulibk®d, she only suffered for eight years. When
God'’s people fail to learn from His discipline, Hay turn the heat up. The goal, then, must be to
respond to God'’s chastening and learn whateveoriesse can so that we don’t have to retake the test

In 3:15, we come across a very important veiBat when the sons of Israel cried to the LORD, tle
LORD raised up a deliverer for them, Ehud the son bGera, the Benjamite, a left-handed man.
And the sons of Israel sent tribute by him to Eglorthe king of Moab.” The Lord raises up Ehud to
take on King Eglon and deliver Israel. The narratates that Ehud is left-handed. This may seeerdik
small detail, but it is a key point. The whole st built around Ehud being left-handed, whichhe
writer is a limitation. In Hebrew, being left-hamtlss described as “restricted in his right hanchisTcan
be understood in one of three ways: (1) Ehud wsabiid™ (2) Ehud was ambidextrod%(3) Ehud was
left-handed, nothing more, nothing less. Althoulilothese views have merit and may shed some ligh
on this account, the best interpretation seems tihd third option. Ehud is a left-handed man fthm
tribe of Benjamin, a name that means “son of migtrigand.” Perhaps you're still not convinced of the
significance of this narrative insertion. Let melkexn.



Historically, left-handedness has been seen aslditypalmost a disability. People were encouraged
correct their left-handed children. Being left-haddvas even seen by some as being a sign of evill
Language seems to bear out this meaning. A marissdnokward is callegauche a French word
meaning left-handed. Something that is wicked drve® call sinister, the Latin word for the left-hand. |
am married to a lefty so | have to be careful alvcht | say here. | recently asked my wife aboat th
challenges of being a lefty and she rattled ofesalv When we go out to dinner, we often forget tha
she sits at my right hand (the seat of power atigbaity) we have a hard time eating because owvesh
are constantly colliding with one another. Lori ¢arse scissors with her left hand because mossscs
are manufactured for right-handed people. So Las with her right hand. Lori likes to journal, tsaite
has a difficult time writing on the top pages. $y@cally smears the ink as she writes. She evénrte
that people make fun of her and say that she wujisitle down because of the way she positionseffter |
hand as she writes. Being left-handed certainlyitsadisadvantages. You might say that left-handed
people were discriminated against. At the verytldasing left-handed was considered unnatural and
peculiar in antiquity! Perhaps the left-handers of the world should farftefty lib.”

Ehud could have been devastated by this problerhy“s¥n | left-handed in a world of right-handers?
Why am | different?” Many of us are defeated bygs in our lives which may be no more significant
than left-handedness. But if we do not acceptimitdtions, they can keep us from being usable. Whe
we accept ourselves with our weaknesses and limmigtGod can use us. That is exactly what Ehud
did.?®® Ehud uses his own physical limitations to carrytbe work of God. In Ehud, the author is able to
show that God'’s leaders are those who use theti$aden circumstances that God has given them to do
His work, even when that entails some limitatiéhs.

In 3:16, we discover that Ehud is like an anci@mds Bond:Ehud made himself a sword which had
two edges, a cubif18”, the distance between the elbow and the tithe middle finger] in length,

and he bound it on his right thigh under his cloak: This is the start of the ancient James Bond movie.
Ehud makes himself a sword and binds it to histrilgigh under his cloak. King Eglon’s security
apparently assumed that Ehud was a right-handed Thay must have frisked him before allowing him
to enter into Eglon’s chamber. If they did notKrlem, this suggests that Ehud was extremely
unimpressive and unthreatening because the bodygiaad security allowed him entrance with
seemingly no hesitation.

In 3:17a, Ehud enters the king’s chambers and ptesetribute (a form of taxation, probably largely
agricultural produc®) to Eglon. The paying of tribute added to the lsngealth and acknowledged the
king’s authority over Israel. This verse concludéth some very unusual word$low Eglon was a

very fat man” (3:17b).Why does the narrator include this statement?gdeays rather cruel. At the very
least it is not politically or socially correct.it important to understand that when the Biblenefo a
person as “fat,” it points to an individual whaoaidazy, selfish, hoarder. In this case, Eglondiiging in
the tributes. While it is real he is most likelyriguy, Eglon is devouring everything in sight. Ircatly,
Eglon’s name means “fat ox.” Here he is portrayed &attened calf going to the slaugtiter.

In 3:18-20, our story picks up spe#iti.came about when he had finished presenting th&ibute, that
he sent away the people who had carried the tributdBut he himself turned back from the idols
which were at Gilgal, and said, ‘| have a secret ngsage for you, O king." And he said, ‘Keep
silence.” And all who attended him left him. Ehud ame to him while he was sitting alone in his cool
roof chamber.[The man was chilling out without a care in the lddrAnd Ehud said, ‘I have a
message from God for you.” And he arose from his ae” The Hebrew word translated “message”
(dbr) means “word” or “thing.” This serves as a doulatiéendre for the verbal message and for Ehud’s
dagger Ehud is not being deceptive when he declareshinaias a “message” for Eglon. God’s
messages are not always positive messages of eiatl-br of hope; they are, at times, messages of
judgment and death.



In 3:21-23, our story moves into slow motitEhud stretched out his left hand, took the sword fom
his right thigh and thrust it into his belly. The handle also went in after the blade, and the fat cked
over the blade, for he did not draw the sword out bhis belly; and the refuse came out! Then Ehud
went out into the vestibule and shut the doors ohie roof chamber behind him, and lockedhem.”
This episode would have been on Israel's newsdasgiarts highlights at 11:00. When Eglon stands,
Ehud reaches for his dagger and plunges it intdathiing’s body. It must have been a powerful #ru
because the point of the dagger came out the kiragk; and Eglon died instantly.

We now come to an amusing verse that is filled wathroom humor. (Sorry ladies, but | have to be as
biblical as possible.) In 3:24, the author of Judgeites,"When he [Ehud] had gone out, his servants
came and looked, and behold, the doors of the roohamber were locked; and they said, ‘He is only
relieving himself in the cool room."” If you have a center or single-column referencdeBiyou will see
that the Hebrew phrase “relieving himself” liteyatheans “covering his feet.” This is a wonderfulrdio
picture. This afternoon if you want to be reallpliwal you can tell your spouse or children that yeed

to go “cover your feet.” Apparently, Elgon’s memtight that their king left his throne to go sit doan

his other throne. I'm sure even in Eglon’s day rteek magazines and books into the throne room. No
doubt these ancient men took twenty, thirty, omesigty minutes like many contemporary men do today
This is what makes 3:25a so amusifithey waited until they became anxious; but beholdhe did not
open the doors of the roof chamber.This must be one of the greatest understatemeitite &ible. As
indicated above, these men must have waited quitala. But the length of time and the stench of
Eglon’s bowels made them anxious, literally “ashdrh€an’t you just envision this episode? You know
how men are. These guys were no doubt coarseiirjgbtng. They must have been laughing their bead
off, then crying over the stench at the same tim&:25b, the men said enough is enoudimerefore

they took the key and opened them, and behold, thranaster had fallen to the floor dead.®* The

three “behold” statements in 3:24-25 indicate thied surprises that the men experience: the doers a
locked, the king doesn’t respond to their knocks ealls, and the king is dead. All of this took ¢imnd
gives Ehud opportunity to escape, much like JanuewiB

Our story concludes in 3:26—3MNow Ehud escaped while they were delaying, and heassed by the
idols and escaped to Seirah. It came about when had arrived, that he blew the trumpet in the hill
country of Ephraim; and the sons of Israel went dow with him from the hill country, and he wasin
front of them. He said to them, ‘Pursuethem, for the LORD has giveﬁ6 your enemies the Moabites
into your hands.’ So they went down after him andaized the fords of the Jordan opposite Moab,

and did not allow anyone to cross. They struck dowat that time about ten thousand’ Moabites, all
robust and valiant men; and no one escapeti.So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of
Israel. And the land was undisturbed for eighty yees.”** Ehud leads his people to annihilate 10,000 of
God's enemies. Consequently, God grants Israelgpea®ighty years! Some scholars assume that Ehud
is guilty of treachery and murder. However, thesfjiaa is: Did God call His people to exterminate th
Canaanites? If so, it is a holy war, and all is faiove and waf® The author of Judges portrays Ehud as
a hero. Indeed, Ehud the courageous lefty dogedgitoud! The name “Ehud” may be derived from the
Hebrew word “one,” playing off the fact that ourachpion stands alone. Alternatively, the name may be
derived from a word meaning “majesty,” in which ed@sserves to applaud hithwhen no one else in
Israel was willing to fight God’'s enemies, Ehudogted up in a big way.

What gave Ehud this type of boldness and courage@iie is found in 3:19 and 26. Ehud may have
been worshiping idols like the rest of Israel, boé day he said, “I'm turning my back on idolatnda

I'm going to destroy God'’s enemies. If the Jews been asked to vote on a leader, Ehud probablydvoul
have lost on the first ballot. But he was God'sichpand God used him to set the nation free. Mases
slow of speech and Paul was not imposing in higammce, but Moses and Paul, like Ehud, were men of
faith who led others to victory. Ehud turned a Hikty into a possibility because he depended @n th

Lord.



Our third and final story is a “one-verse wondersare sound bit& Check out this amazing and
unorthodox story in 3:31After him [Ehud] came Shamgaf’ the son of Anath, who struck down six
hundred** Philistines with an oxgoad® and he also saved Israel.l' love this name Shamgar. You can
tell that this man is one bad dude! Just say thatena few times out loud: Shamgar...Shamgar! That's a
stud! And notice as well he’s “the son of Anathtii§ is obviously a manly man! Interestingly, Shamga
is not an Israelite name. Furthermore, “Anath’his hame of a Canaanite goddess of war. Perhaps “son
of Anath” was a nickname that meant “son of battifiat is, a mighty warrior. So here we have a non-
Israelite delivering Israel. The point: God can asgone to deliver His people.

Shamgar seems to be a professional soldier whoitsmpulsive. In this episode, Shamgar's weapbn o
choice is an “oxgoad,” which is a stick about eifggt long with a sharpened iron point (1 Sam 3:21)
used to train and drive oxen when plowing (cf. Bkzll11). He uses the oxgoad like a javelin or spear
Shamgar is a man with inadequate weapons. Nevesthdie is a man who obeys God and defeats the
enemy even though his resources are limited. ldstEaomplaining about not possessing a sword or
spear, Shamgar gives what he has to the Lord teniddrd uses it. God makes His power obvious in
human weaknes$.So give your education, experience, and talenittiro Give whatever tools you have
to the Lord, stand your ground courageously, amst f60d to use what'’s in your hand to accomplish
great things for His glory.”

A woman walked to work past a pet store. One dpareot called out to her as she passed and sa#y;, “H
lady, you're ugly.” She was upset but blew it &ame thing happened the next day. She got a little
angrier but went on. The third day the same thizggpened. She went into the store and told the owner
who had a talk with the parrot. The next day sheses by, “Hey lady.” She looks at him and says,
“Yes?” The parrot said, “You know.”

In this life, there will be people who call you ygDthers will say you don’t have what it takes.u¥aill
feel inadequate, incapable, and inferior. But ifi ywing all that you are to the Lord, He can daagre
things in and through you. Stop letting the eneyowr flesh, and others keep you from achievingteit
God has for you. Yield yourself to the Lord andHin fill you. Your responsibility is response to God's
ability.
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Scripture References
Judges 3:7-31

Ephesians 6:10-19

1 John 2:15-17

Acts 4:24, 28

2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; 11:3
1 Peter 5:8

Deuteronomy 7:7-11

Study Questions

1.

Why am | often prone to do “evil in the sight oEthORD,” when He is so gracious and patient (3Ga# |
accurately articulate the biblical balance betw&ed’s patience and His anger (3:8)? How does Gpdess
His anger in my life today? Read Psalm 18:25-26@alatians 6:7—8. Have | recently experienced God's
discipline in my life? How did | respond? What diikarn?

Why is it so important to be filled with the Holyp&it (3:10)? Read John 15:5. When have | recdmign filled
with the Spirit for the purpose of accomplishinghisiry? How can | have confidence that | am trilled with
God's Spirit? Read Ephesians 5:18-21.

How has God used my disabilities and weaknessemsriistry (3:15)? What has He taught me throughehes
experiences? Who has challenged and inspired e inse of their gifts despite their limitations@vddid the
great apostle Paul deal with his “thorn in theH®sRead 2 Corinthians 12:1-10.

Do the following characteristics describe me: pgwtiategy, and courage? Why or why not? Read »ffiyn
1:7. How can | become a man or woman of valor? Witegh and blood” example can | imitate in my puits
to be more like Christ? Read 1 Corinthians 4:16.

What faulty perspectives keep me from achieving’&waabrk in and through me? Read Colossians 3:1-e8v H
can | ensure that | am fruitful for Him? What stdmbedience will | take this week as a resulttatiging
Judges 3?
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American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holm&899), 151.

® Psalm 90:11: “Who understands the power of Yogeamand Your fury, according to the fear that is diou?”

® This is called an anthropomorphism—a figure ofesfiewhere human traits or emotions are ascrib&bth
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106:32—-40; Amos 5:11-15; Ezek 22:23-31). Anger digpileases God is the expression of rage eitla¢isteks the
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8 Four times in the Book of Judges we're told thatiGsold” His people to the enemy (3:8; 2:14; 4:@;7).

° If Israel had been faithful to the Lord, He wotlave sold their enemies into their hands (Deut®2:3

191 Samuel 7:3 provides an example of how to crytotihe Lord: “Then Samuel spoke to all the houssrael,
saying, ‘If you return to the LORD with all your du, remove the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth fabmong you
and direct your hearts to the LORD and serve Honejl and He will deliver you from the hand of thelBtines.™
™ The leaders in Judges are not called “servartiseoford,” like Moses and Joshua. They are “detiver

12\Why does the Lord give Cushan-rishathaim intodksezhands? Davis explains, “When Yahweh's own peape
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becomes too big for his international britches, mttee instrument deludes himself into thinkimgis Lord rather
than the feeble vassal of the Great King. Then Yathmust bring down his instrument-that-refuseseeah-
instrument.” Dale Ralph Davidudges: Such a Great Salvatidfocus on the Bible (Ross-Shire, Great Britain:
Christian Focus, 2000), 52.

13 Eaton notes, “The outcome of victorious work fard3vas ‘rest’ (3:11). This is what ‘entering in&st’ is - it is
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enjoyment of the blessings of God, the reward ligelit faith.” Michael EatonJudges and RuthPreaching through
the Bible (England: Sovereign World, 2000), 22.

14 See DavisJudges49-51. See also Blochudges, Ruthl53. Younger adds, “That the element of repergtasc
lacking can be graphically seen in 10:14, wheremnthe Israelites cry outfq] to Yahweh, he retorts sarcastically,
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K. Lawson Younger Jrjudges, RutiNIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zonderyv2d02), 102.

15 Davis, Judges 50.

16 Bible scholars don’t agree as to the exact bletationship Othniel had to Caleb. Was Othniel Calelephew—
that is, the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brotharwas he simply Caleb’s younger brother? As fahagext is
concerned, either interpretation is possible.

7 Block, Judges, Ruth149-50.

18 In ancient Israel, the Spirit of the Lord came migcf. Jdg 6:34; 11:29; 14:6, 19; 15:4; 1 Sam 101106; 19:20,
23; 1 Chron 12:18; 2 Chron 20:14) or filled (cf.deix31:3; 35:31; Deut 34:9; Micah 3:8) specific iduals to
perform specific tasks (e.g., designing the Temmlephesying, leading people to victory in batt¥at, Block
argues condignly that the filling of the Spirit wast selective and impermanent in the OT. Blakldges, Ruth
154-55.

19 Wright astutely notes, “The story of Othniel difiérom the other judges in its universal scopdikerthe other
judges, Othniel, did not face one of Israel’'s imm&glneighbors but rather the “king of Mesopotatraageneric
title pointing to the mighty empires of the easiathwould so trouble Israel during the latter dafshe monarchy.
Furthermore, while the activity of the other judgess limited to one or at most several of the gjBehniel
appears to have delivered all Israel. The paradifjam effective judge was thus set: total deliveeafiom the most
powerful of enemies. No other judgment this stadddaul Wright ed.Joshua, JudgesShepherd’'s Notes
(Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1998), 65.

20 Eaton,Judges and Rut22.



21 Davis,Judges 55. Sailhamer writes, “It is clear that the autisoprimarily interested in the pattern and thestn
about God's grace and forgiveness that it teadtegives little else for the reader to think ons ldurpose is to
establish this pattern as straightforwardly as ipbsst the beginning. In the subsequent storfesauthor will
include many more historical details in each ofgt@ies. By leaving out such details here at #giriming and
concentrating only on the pattern of God’s dealinigs author assures us that this pattern wilbedbst to the
reader amid increasing details of each story.” J8hithamerNIV Compact Bible Commentaf§rand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1994), 207.

22 Jewish rabbis were so impressed with Othnielttey ranked him first among the judges and apybedm the
words of the Song of Solomon 4:7: “You are altogetfair, my love; there is no flaw in you.” Inrigleart of Iron,
Feet of Clay48.

2 younger,Judges, Ruthl09.

4 The armies of Mesopotamia came a long distanievaale Israel; but the Moabites, Ammonites, and Kekites
were not only neighbors but alsslativesof the Jews. Lot, the nephew of Abraham, was tfeestor of Moab and
Ammon (Gen 19:30-38); and Esau, the brother ofhlagas the ancestor of Amalek (Gen 36:12, 16; Réut7,
19).

% See Eatonjudges and Ruft23. This view is attractive because it preachel and explains why the security
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troops with their right hand restricted who codidg a stone at a hair and not miss.

% The Benjamites were known for their ambidextefilydges 20:16 and 1 Chron 12:2). Furthermore, ¥ L
(Greek OT) translates the Hebrew phrase in quebtfanword meaning ambidextrowmfphoterodexigs Yet, the
Hebrew phrase seems like an odd way of describirgnabidextrous person.

27 younger,Judges, Ruthl14.

2 |nrig, Heart of Iron, Feet of Clay51.

29 SailhamerNIV Compact Bible Commentarg07.

%0 Although the Hebrew worgomed(“cubit”) only occurs here in the OT, Blochudges, Ruthl63, argues that it
was understood as a cubit. See also Victor H. MatthJudges and RutliNew Cambridge Bible Commentary
(Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Pres842060. Others maintain thgbmedrefers to a short cubit
(approx. 12"). See Thomas Constable, Judges 2@A: 25.

%1 Davis,Judges 60; Younger 116.

32 Block, Judges, Ruth158.

3 Bruce K. WaltkeAn Old Testament Theolo¢@rand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007), 598.

3 The LXX (Greek OT) translation leaves this lastgste entirely!

35 Why did God destroy Eglon, whom He originally coimsioned to bring judgment against His own peol&d—
13, 20-21)? First, Eglon did not acknowledge Gadls in empowering him to defeat and rule overgheple of
Israel, as was evidenced by the presence of iddissipalace; hence, Eglon still worshiped idadsher than the
living God (3:26). Second, Eglon apparently ruledshly, rather than compassionately, as the caaf's people
for deliverance suggests (3:15).

% The author of Judges uses the Hebrew perfect Menima here (“has given”) to describe a future antas if it
were a completed, past event. He was confidefiterotitcome because of God’s faithful word.

3" Davis writes, “How accurate were biblical numbers;., the 10,000 Moabites killed by the Israelitiy 3:29),
the 80 years of peace, (Jdg 3:30), or the 600d8hiis killed by Shamgar (Jdg 3:31)? Numbers faarcripture
functioned in several different ways. Some wererided to be precise, and were recorded as sudbzfc?). Other
figures that may appear to be precise were, in fiatended to be understood as approximationsyeand often
designated as such by the use of the adverb ‘afmgat, the number of Israelites killed at the leatf Ai is
recorded in Jos 7:5 as being ‘about 36’). Stillestfigures were intended to be understood as appsations, but
were recorded without the use of the designatinvgidd'about’ (e.g., the 600 Philistines killed blyeBngar, here in
3:31, since it is unlikely that someone countechgaarson that Shamgar killed).”

3 verse 29 is difficult to interpret for two reasoférst, the word translated “thousand” can alsamtenilitary
unit” (cf. 20:10). Second, it is not clear whetltee Israelites killed these Moabites as they trtedross the Jordan
on this occasion. Perhaps this was the total Medbite that the Israelites killed in their wartwiloab. In either
case this was a great victory for Israel.

39 Some biblical scholars fault Ehud for his treagh8ut half-truths, lies, deception, and treachawsy all part of
holy war. Furthermore, Israel’'s oppressors areudlsygas the Nazis who were sentenced to deatlhéyar-crimes
court at Nuremberg. Waltkédn Old Testament Theology98.



01t is a mistake to see what happens here as desirape of murder. This is not murder any more thardeath of
a soldier in battle is murder. Israel is at warefkhis a truce in effect, but it is an imposeddrusrael is an
oppressed people. They are, in effect, slavesgivimder an army of occupation. Ehud assumes teefa
freedom fighter here, and kills the enemy, the neimdme enemy, of his people.

“1 carolyn Presslefoshua, Judges, RutiWestminster Bible Companion (Louisville: WestntarsJohn Knox,
2002), 147.

*2 McCann notes, “Like Shamgar, Samson also foughPthilistines. The writer devoted four chapterSamson,
but Samson did not accomplish in four chapters V@emgar did in one verse. Samson did not delsrael. This
comparison further demonstrates the pattern ofrpssive deterioration that characterizes the Bdakidges.” J.
Clinton McCannJudges Interpretation: A Biblical Commentary for Teachiand Preaching (Louisville: John
Knox, 2002), 48.

*3“The nameShamgais non-Israelite and may have been of Hittite orri4m origin. This does not automatically
infer that he was a Canaanite, although this isiptes it may witness to the intermingling of tledelites with the
native population. In any case his actions ber:fieael.”

4 Shamgar may have killed all 600 Philistines at time in one place (see 2 Sam 8:8-12), but it's pisssible that
600 is a cumulative total.

S Younger writes, “Interestingly, the term ‘oxgoddialmad is focused on the causative stemrofl (“learn”)—
literally, ‘an instrument of instruction or learigin Thus there may be a play on words involvechim ¢hoice of the
oxgoad. Sham teaches the Philistines at thing or Tlwey, like, Eglon got the point of the lessoluYiger, Judges,
Ruth 129.

“ presslerJoshua, Judges, Ryth51.
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