“A Saved Soul, A Wasted Life” (Judges 13:1-16:31)

Hello. My name is Samsdrivly name means “little suri.1 can tell from the looks on some of your faces
that you recognize my name. I'm not surprised. Adilé when | lived here on earth | was anything bu
“little.” | was a larger than life legend. | wastra“little sun,” | was an enormous sun. | had igtirand
glorious future. | was the most famous man in tieeldv Everyone knew the name of Samson. And they
spoke it with respect. They had to. | was the gfeshman who ever lived. If | was on earth today’'¢

not only admit me into your Olympics, but you'd leaw set up a special category for me. Because I'm
the strongest man of all time—bar none. What? YanktI'm exaggerating? Overstating my case a little
bit? Well, let me tell you the facts and you decidesther my claim is true or not.

As a young man, | fell in love with the wrong kinflwoman? She was not of my peoplé@he woman

was a Philistine who lived in Timnah. She was abeliever. Yet, the moment | laid eyes on her, llifel
love...or should | say | fell ihust. | knew | had to have her. | told my parents, “Get for me, she looks
good to me.® Naturally, my parents were concerned with my deniso marry an unbeliever, but | was a
strong-willed child so | eventually broke them dolun order to make arrangements for the wedding |
had to travel to Timnah. The journey to Timnah wasgerous; rocks and bushes were scattered across
the hilly terrain. There were countless perfectrigdspaces for bandits. But | was a bit distrattechuse

| was thinking of my wedding night and honeymoowei though | kept scanning the horizon looking for
danger, | was not prepared for what happened. &theaorner of my eye | caught sight of something
worse than a bandit—I saw a golden blur flying oot behind some boulders toward me. It was a ion!
But this lion was not the kind of lion that youfamiliar with. You know, the caged excuse for airaat
that sits around all day and eats at 10 a.m. gmthdwhen someone throws him dead meat. Not that ki
of a lion. | mean a real lion...a young lion. One vghlearned to think on his feet and to live byifiss.

A lion whose body has been honed by constant aatidnconstant killing. One with jaws so strong that
can snap the bones of an animal just like thap($éingers).

Anyway, this lion suddenly lets loose a roar andhizhes itself through the air toward me. What would
you have done at that instant? Freeze? Cry for ymiher? Make a mess? Do you know what | did?
Without a moment’s hesitation, as the lion leaptatad me ready for the Kkill, | bent down and grabhed
from underneath. And as it passed over me | grahb&tof each end and began pulling. You could hear
the cracking of bones and the ripping of sinew tueth, suddenly, there was the lion at the sidb®f t
road...in two parts. | stood in awe of my own handkv@nd when the carcass stopped twitching, |
knew that | was really the strongest man who dvedl|

Still doubt my claim? Still not sure | was the stgest man who ever lived? Let me give you another
example, and you can make up your own mind. WHieed here on earth, the Philistines were Israel’s
number one enemy. They brutalized and oppressepemyle. They had large armies, state of the art
weapons, and a thirst for blood. They knew thaa$wnly one the only one who stood between them and
their quest for total domination of Israel. So olag the Philistine commanders came to the eldeas of
Israelite town and said to them: “Give us Samsowewill kill you all!” So a delegation of 3,000
Israelite men came to me and said, “Samson, we @a@mit to turn you over to the Philistines—we know
that they intend to kill you, but what choice do agve? It's either you or us. | said to them, “Guys
worries. I'll take care of myself. The Philistirfesve no idea who their messing with. What | want @

do is to tie me up with two new ropes.” Not thediof ropes that you are thinking of! Not bindernei

Not that skimpy yellow stuff you use around the $®@u'm talking about rope, real hemp rope. The rop
as thick as your arm that is used in seaportetofithe oceangoing vessels. | told my countryrfigie:

me up with two new ropes and hand me over to thiestes.” My Israelite brothers expressed great
concern for me, but | told them to trust me anband me over to the Philistines. They did so.



My countrymen placed me at the end of a field agdoaip of thousands of Philistine warriors were
waiting for me at the other end of the field. Ass@s my countrymen took off, the Philistine arnegén
running toward me. Every soldier wanted to be tlaa o kill the great Samson. As they came, | just
stood there standing bound and helpless before. tAsran army of men ran toward me the ground
beneath my feet shook like an earthquake. Theydaping faster and faster, their war cry filling thir.
When they were about two-thirds of the way downfidle, | took my stance. As | began to press again
the ropes, | could feel the God’s Spirit come upwn And those new hemp ropes? They became like
charred flax. | snapped them as if they were bilmetad. When the Philistines leading the charge saw
what | had done to those ropes, they were not @sieager to claim their glory. They began to esgee
new willingness to share their anticipated glonyfdct, they became consummate gentleman andhet ot
men go first. The problem was, however, that theiscs further back had not seen the ropes snap, an
they weren’t stopping. The ones at the back wdlleigtining as fast as they could. Before | knew it
soldiers were bouncing off of each other and fgltimthe ground. There was a melee of confusion.

| took full advantage of this situation and begaaiking towards the dazed men. Of course, |
immediately realized that | didn't have a weapoowHiypical! Why is it that the Philistines alwayave

all the good weapons? | began to frantically loaduad for anything that | could use. Lo and behbld
found a dead donkey. As | kicked at the donkeyaswdn frustration, | realized that it was reldtjve

fresh. The teeth were still in the jawbone! Sockpd it up and began to use the donkey's jawboie as
sword. As the soldiers enveloped me | went wildnBipg one way and then another Going low one
moment and swinging high the next. As | danced egdtly dance, Philistines began to scream...and die!
When the dust finally settled that afternoon, aufamd Philistines lay dead, and the others wenma@mgn

for their lives. | overcame any human odds!

Still not sure | was the strongest man that ewexd? Still need more evidence? I'll give you onaeno
story. One day | decided to go to Gaza, a Phikstity on the seacoast (Judges 16:1-3). | wasrgdkir
a woman so | disguised myself well and began tayhaiwith the people who filled the busy streetslAs
began to relax in my supposedly anonymity, | salwog-dead lady of the night. | liked what | sawm so
paid money and slept with htm the middle of the night, when | was finishegrépared to leave. But
then | recognized that the men of Gaza had idedtifie. They were going to wait for reinforcememts a
try to prevent me from leaving their city. It wadatively easy for them to do this. Gaza, likeRdiilistine
cities, was surrounded by large walls. Walls highan you could throw a stone over and wide endagh
ride a chariot on. These were huge stone wall$ Witt the strength they needed to keep enemies out
The gate was considered the strength of the citg this one was strong all right. It went from the
ground up to the top of those walls. It was madsatifl hardwood, six feet thick, and was mountetth wi
solid bronze hinges to huge post driven ten tedififeet in the ground. As if that were not enotig,
entire structure was reinforced with bronze bamaials immense! No one could leave the city once the
gate was shut. The Philistines knew | would bepeah

| began to suspect something was up in the middieeonight as | began to make my way back home. As
| walked through the streets | saw people lookingtbeir windows and whispering: “We have him! At
long last Samson is ours!” As | turned the cormet saw those massive gates shut and locked, thepla
the city fathers became obvious. They had me tchfibe a lion in the cage (or to they thought) ohc

know what you might have done in that situatiory, fbrhide, maybe? Try to pick the lock? Scale the
wall? That wasn’'t my style. That's not Samson.drdi quiver in fear. | walked straight and boldight
through town until | came to the main gate. | stoothe courtyard for a moment and then turned raou

to make sure everyone knew who | was. Then | walletb those gates. | spat on my hands, bent down,
and grabbed hold of the reinforcing bar. Boy, | gkl they put it there! It made a great handleermh
began to pull...harder and harder. As | pulled, laretp feel the inner warmth of God's Spirit as He
began to course through my body. As | pulled hasther harder the supernatural heat spiked with
intensity. | began to hear creeks, and then grgamind finally the snapping of timbers as the gatee



wrenching right out of the ground. A lesser manhmhigave just dropped it on the ground and walked
away. But | decided that would not be humiliatimpegh. So | lifted the gate up on my shoulder and
carried it to the top of that hill twenty—eight eslaway and dropped it there. They could go geam tof
forces and pull it back if they wanted to, but @sm't good enough for me just to escape from tver.t|
wanted to embarrass them. That was the strengdtteinfcity and | stole it. | am the strongest miaat t
ever lived. No question. No argument.

What bothers me, however, is that when peopleyiikeremember me, they think of me only as a strong
man not a great man. And | could have been grsaibuld have been great. Even my birth was spdtial.
was announced by the angel of the Lord. By God Hifnswas His gift to a barren couple and to a
nation in distress. The angel told my parents: “éoei going to have a son—a son with a missiorfen li
The purpose of his life is to set Israel free frim Philistines.” My mission was clear; my patHifef had
been laid out in front of me. Then the angel ofltbed went on: “The only thing you need to knowe th
only thing that he must remember, is that he masiised as and live like a Nazirite.” What makes a
Nazirite so special? Three simple rul&sly mom told them to me over and over again wheas

growing up. Parents are like that sometimes.

« Don't forget, you can't touch any unclean thingnfsan. Don't go near there. You can’t touch
any carcasses.” “I know, Mom. | know. You've tolétra million times.”

» “Samson, don't go over there. That's where all thiéxtk is served. All that fermented stuff. No
fermented drink is to touch your lips. You are aiXte. Don’t go close.”

» My dad said to me, “Samson, remember, never cut lyain.” Not many fathers have said that to
their sons through the centuries. “I know, Dataaf&hthe visible sign that I'm a Nazirite and
everyone will recognize who | am because it's agsual.” Parents can be such a pain sometimes!

My problem was not a lack of knowledge. It wascklaf obedience. Remember how | told you about my
visit to Timnah for my upcoming wedding? Well, Ichio make another trip back to set things in order.
But this was no easy task. Timnah was quite amlistand the terrain was difficult. As | made the, tr

felt like my stomach was eating away at itself.dynibe the world’s strongest man, but | am stillanm

and | have a ravenous appetite. Finally, | cambedapot in the road where | ripped the lion amdlé |
decided to take a look at the damage | did. Bedsitade hives right there in the carcass. There was
honey! All | could see was food! | didn’t even tkjnd just plunged my hand into the heart of theshiwnd
pulled out some honeycomb. | can tell you that imgtihad ever tasted sweeter!

There | was eating at home with honey dripping dowynarms and all over my beard into my mouth and
| felt good. You know how when you finally get fadtbw wonderful that sugar rushes? You can feel the
strength just coursing through your body again! Nduvew that | could make the rest of my journey.
And then | remembered... | remembered what my mdthdrsaid and what the angel of the Lord had
said...that | wasn’t to touch any unclean thing. Amealize that by doing this | had touched a cascas
and broken my vow. | waited and looked at the sklightning to come or God to swallow me with an
earthquake or...but nothing happened. Hmmm...maybeargns were wrong. Nothing happened.
Maybe sin isn’t that serious.

| went on and arrived at Timnah and we threw thddi® greatest wedding and bachelor’s party. Of
course, all the Philistine guys are checking me 6at know what that's like. They want to see ifila
real man, and I'm trying to prove that I'm one bétguys. And you know, I'm a man’s man, and
everyone else is pounding it back. What's one &tk beer? So | knocked one back and suddenly |
realized that | had broken the second Nazirite vow.

I looked around, wondering if God would hit me wathiireball. What would be the consequences of my
sin? | didn’t pause for quite as long this timeadsn’t quite as afraid, but still | wondered whatds



would do. And you know what He did? Nothing! Nofhiat all! | began to think that maybe all this sin
talk was overblown. After all, the first two vowsre broken and nothing happened. Life just went on.
Not with that woman, by the way. Things didn't workt. There’s another story there. A lot of dead
Philistines at the end of that story too. But lifent on. Without a serious girlfriend.

Then one day | thought | had met the answer to raygrs. | met the woman of my dreams. She had
black hair, olive skin, and eyes that could justtrpeu. Boy, could she fill a dress! This was a vesrh

Her name was... Delilah. She was the perfect wonfamhad everything a man could ever want. You
couldn’t imagine anything else. Except for onddithing... she was perfect except... she was a nag. Sh
was easy on the eyes, but she was a nag! Wheroskergething under her skin, she just kept goirdy an
going and going until she got it. And she wanteHlrtow the secret of my strength. She would say,
“Samson, if you love me, we’ll have an honest, s@arent relationship. Tell me the secret of your
strength.** She fluttered her eyes. She tossed her hair. Andke.

[ told her, “If | am bound with seven fresh aninehdon&’ that have not been dried, then | will become
weak and be like any other mahThen the lords of the Philistines brought up todeven fresh cords
that had not been dried, and she bound him witmtA&ow she had men lying in wait in an inner room.
And she said to him, “The Philistines are upon y@&amson!” But he snapped the cords as a stringyof t
snaps when it touches fire. So his strength waslisobvered.

1 Then Delilah said to Samson, "Behold, you have deived me and told me lies; now please tell me
how you may be bound."! He said to her, "If they bind me tightly with new ropes which have not
been used, then | will become weak and be like amgher man." ** So Delilah took new ropes and
bound him with them and said to him, "The Philistines are upon you, Samson!" For the men were
lying in wait in the inner room. But he snapped theaopes from his arms like a thread.

3 Then Delilah said to Samson, "Up to now you haveeteived me and told me lies; tell me how you
may be bound." And he said to her, "If you weave tk seven locks of my hair with the web and
fasten it with a pin, then | will become weak and b like any other man."** So while he slept,

Delilah took the seven locks of his hair and wovédném into the web. And she fastened it with the pin
and said to him, "The Philistines are upon you, Sason!" But he awoke from his sleep and pulled
out the pin of the loom and the web.

Finally, Delilah said to m¢How can you say, ‘I love you,” when your heart isnot with me? You

have deceived me these three times and have nottohe where your great strength is(16:15).
Finally, | told Delilah about the one Nazirite vdsaad not broken. | told her about how | was newearut
my hair. As | looked into her eyes, | was suredlddrust her. That night, | fell asleep with myelden

her lap. | trusted her with my life, but | was lagted. As | slept, she had someone come and cutimy h
and time yet. Then she called, “Samson, the Piilistare here! Samson, the Philistines are heiggt |
up as | had so many times before. | thought, “Thigetting old, you know what | mean. We've donis th
SO0 many times. Don’t you guys ever learn?”

It came about when she pressed him daily with her @rds and urged him, that his soul was annoyed
to death.'” So he told her all that was in his heart and saitb her, "A razor has never come on my
head, for | have been a Nazirite to God from my mdter's womb. If | am shaved, then my strength
will leave me and | will become weak and be like another man." *® When Delilah saw that he had
told her all that was in his heart, she sent and diad the lords of the Philistines, saying, "Come up
once more, for he has told me all that is in his faet." Then the lords of the Philistines came up to
her and brought the money in their hands® She made him sleep on her knees, and called for a
man and had him shave off the seven locks of hisiharhen she began to afflict him, and his
strength left him. ?° She said, "The Philistines are upon you, Samson®nd he awoke from his sleep



and said, "l will go out as at other times and shai& myself free.” But he did not know that the
LORD had departed from him. # Then the Philistines seized him and gouged out héyes; and they
brought him down to Gaza and bound him with bronzechains, and he was a grinder in the prison.
2 However, the hair of his head began to grow agaiafter it was shaved off** Now the lords of the
Philistines assembled to offer a great sacrifice tbagon their god, and to rejoice, for they said,
"Our god has given Samson our enemy into our hands?* When the people saw him, they praised
their god, for they said, "Our god has given our eemy into our hands, Even the destroyer of our
country, Who has slain many of us.”®® It so happened when they were in high spirits, thahey
said, "Call for Samson, that he may amuse us." Sdey called for Samson from the prison, and he
entertained them. And they made him stand betweere pillars. 2 Then Samson said to the boy
who was holding his hand, "Let me feel the pillar®on which the house rests, that | may lean against
them.” 2 Now the house was full of men and women, and alie lords of the Philistines were there.
And about 3,000 men and women were on the roof loislg on while Samson was amusing ther’®
Then Samson called to the LORD and said, "O Lord G@, please remember me and please
strengthen me just this time, O God, that | may abnce be avenged of the Philistines for my two
eyes."? Samson grasped the two middle pillars on which thkouse rested, and braced himself
against them, the one with his right hand and thetber with his left. ** And Samson said, "Let me
die with the Philistines!" And he bent with all his might so that the house fell on the lords and all
the people who were in it. So the dead whom he lélll at his death were more than those whom he
killed in his life. 3! Then his brothers and all his father's householdame down, took him, brought
him up and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol irthe tomb of Manoah his father. Thus he had
judged Israel twenty years.

Eventually the harvest moon begins a tidal pulhgnlibido. Before | know it, I'm at my wife’s door
with a goat (the equivalent to flowers in your cudf)*®
The Lord blessed me (13:24). When | was twentys/elt the Holy Spirit came upon me (13:25).

| was the Philistines Public Enemy No. 1. Yet, whiesy attempted to kill me, | killed another 3,680
them. | was a man of superhuman strength!

Proverbs 29:22: “An angry man stirs up strife, Anbot-tempered man abounds in transgression.”

While other judges were said to be clothed with &&pirit (3:10; 6:34; 11:29), only of Samson isdtd
“the Lord blessed him” (13:24; see Luke 1:80 ar&P®:The hand of God was on him in a special way.

Sensuality may be dormant but it is never deacke Eimbers smoldering beneath the surface of a tirough
to-be extinguished campfire, lust, when fannedhndpen air, can fuel a forest fire. And inevitably
someone always gets burnéd.

When | was with this harlot, | thought to myself, I‘can just satisfy myself this one last timesttwill

be it.” But as you know one sin leads right intotrer. | was planting seed that would bear fruiglinto
the future. As you know, there is always a spatinoé between planting and harvestiig.

| began to succumb to Delilah’s caress. | didn't ftom temptation; | stayed in the vicinity of it.

It may seem harsh, but it would have been bettemfto have become physically blind earlier in my
life. It could have prevented my sexual ¥in.

Delilah means “the weak one” or “the longing one.”



| was the strongest of all men, but | was weakemetidefeated no be soldiers or armies but by one
woman! |, the strong one could not entangle myfseth “the weak one.”

It was only after my eyes were taken away from na k prayed for the first time.

The Philistines had kept me caged up like an animal

Just for the record, | did not commit suicide. Rath wanted God to be vindicated.

The crowds chanted, “We want Samson!” “We want SantisThey wanted to mock me for
entertainment. This was the most humiliating monoémhy life.

My fall can be traced back to two things: (1) Imlicknow my weaknesses, and (2) | didn’t know my
strength’ Mistakenly, | didn’t see God as the real sourcengfstrength. Instead, | saw only myself (see
15:14-17). Consequently, God allowed my strengtiettaken from me so that in painful circumstances
| will learn that without the powerful God, | amerless'®

I am living proof that God gives His people a setohance. When we fall, we can either fall backward
or forward—that is, we can learn from what we hdoen and lay hold of the goodness of God. No one
who falls is ever beyond the possibility of God¥diveness. However, forgiveness and restorati@s do
not necessarily mean that we have the same redaifmshand ministries. Often there are permanent
consequences for our actions. Nevertheless, thefaerthat you are alive is proof that God stdkh

some purpose for you on this earth. He’'s waitingyfmu to repent, learn your lessons, and be queifetrd
Him that you might be brought back to a positiomséfulness?

The Lord had given Samson a godly heritage, arftbdebeen raised to honor the Lord; but when Samson
fell in love, he wouldn't listen to his parents whihey warned him. Samson had wandered four miles
into enemy territory where he was captivated byidifine woman and decided to marry her. This, of
course, was contrary to God’s Law (Exod 34:12-1éty:1-3; 2 Cor 6:14-18). Samson was living by
sight and not by faith. He was controlled by “thstlof the eyes” (1 John 2:16) rather than by thwe bf

the Lord. The important thing to Samson was nagileg the Lord, or even pleasing his parents, but
pleasing himself (Judges 14:3, 7; see 2 Cor 5:14-15

When God isn't permitted to rule in our lives, Heearules and works out His will in spite of our
decisions. Of course, we're the losers for rebgliagainst Him; but God will accomplish His purposes
either with us or in spite of ugsét. 4:10-1% Samson should have been going to a war instietadao
wedding, but God used this event to give Samsoasiaa to attack the enemy. Because of this event,
Samson killed thirty menJ(dges 14:19 burned up the enemy crod$(1-5, slaughtered a great number
of Philistines yv. 7-8), and slew 1,000 mer.(15. Samson hadn't planned these things, but Godeabrk
them out just the same.

It's worth noting that there is no evidence giverthie text that Israel cried out to God for delareze at
any time during the forty years of Philistine doation. The Philistines disarmed the Jews (1 Sarhot3:
23) and therefore had little fear of a rebelliaimdges 15:9-13 indicates that the Jews were apparent
content with their lot and didn’t want Samson tock the boat.” It's frightening how quickly we cgat
accustomed to bondage and learn to acceptdhes quo. Had the Philistines been more severe on the
Jews, perhaps the Jews would have prayed to Jelfmvhélp.

In his case the paradigm of the judge cycle frodgég 2:11-18 appears for the last time in the book,
but only two of the elements are giv@riNow the sons of Israel again did evil in the sighthe

Lord, so that the Lord gave them into the handsefPhilistines forty years” (13:1). Though this is
the longest period of time in which Israel was uraleother nation, there is no record of the Istali
crying out to the Lord for deliverance as they Hade in the past. Instead they seem to have been



content to exist under foreign domination. Judafictvhad begun the fight against the Canaanites
(1:1-2), had dropped the goal of conquering thd larfavor of a peaceful survival under the
Philistines.

My name means “sunny,” yet | ended up in the das&nbklinded by the very enemy he was supposed
to conquer. God gave Samson every advantage, athddwe it away in favor of doing what was right
in his own eyes to his own undoing. The narratdrrdit explicitly say that Samson broke his Nazirite
vows, but the implication is there for the readesée. Samson went off by himself into a vineyard o
his way to Timnah (14:5); he later took honey fribra carcass of a dead lion and ate it (v. 9); he
made a drinking feast for the men at the weddimtyfa. 10)?° he used the fresh jawbone of a
donkey to kill a thousand Philistines (15:15); blel tDelilah that fresh sinews could bind him
(16:7)?° and he willingly told Delilah the secret of hish&nowing that she had performed all the
other tests on him (v. 17). Through the four test®elilah, Samson became more open to her,
sharing the secret of his life, only to have hex hign for her own gratification in getting rich. As

Samson slept on her knees, the picture of whatdraapbrings the reader back to Sisera, who slept at

the feet of Jael (5:24-27). Now, however, Samsontiva enemy who was about to be killed and
Delilah was the herd.This is a picture of Israel in her harlotry (2:17hrough intermarriage with
the Canaanites Israel forfeited the opportunitpuidd and strengthen their own families and nation
and allowed their strength to become their weakngss failure to capitalize on their strength of
separated lives, focused in the homes of the natimught about their downfet,

2525. Block,Judges, Ruth, 431.

2626. Block indicates that sinews here refer to wedlitendons taken from a freshly slaughtered
animal (ibid., 457).

2727. According to Carol Smith, Delilah fascinatessdfeminist writers and must be viewed in
a positive light for her “positive achievement” @hlah: A Suitable Case for [Feminist]
Treatment?” injudges: A Feminist Companion to the Bible, ed. Athalya Brenner [Sheffield:
Sheffield Academic, 1999], 115-16). For other libletween these stories see Chisholm, “The
Role of Women in the Rhetorical Strategy of the BobJudges,” 43; Webl@he Book of

Judges: An Integrated Reading, 164; and KleinThe Triumph of Irony in Judges, 137.



He lost control of his tongue yv. 10-18.
Since Samson hadn’t brought any men with him teesas “friends of the bridegroomiMétt.
9:15 NKJV), the Philistines rounded up thirty men to dojtitefor him. These men may also have served
as guards for the Philistines; for Samson'’s reprditad preceded him, and they were never sure kéhat
would do next. Since the atmosphere must have teese at the beginning of the feast, Samson sought
to liven things up by posing a riddle. Sad to $eyconstructed the riddle out of the experiendei®éin!
He didn’t take seriously the fact that he had \tedahis Nazirite vows. It's bad enough to disobeydG
but when you make a joke out of it, you've sunkéwv depths of spiritual insensitivity.
It would have been an expensive thing for theyhgests to supply Samson with sixty garmentsheg t
were desperate to learn the answer to the riddileir Dnly recourse was to enlist the help of Sarsson
wife. Thus they threatened to kill her and burn ddwer father’s house if she didn’t supply the arswe
before the week was up. Samson resolutely refustalither; but on the seventh day, he relentetteSi
the marriage was to be consummated on the sevagtipdrhaps that had something to do with it. First
the Philistine woman enticed hidudges 14} then she controlled hinv.(17), and then she betrayed
him (v. 17), which is the way the world always treats the poamising believer. Samson could kill lions
and break ropes, but he couldn’t overcome the pafvarwoman'’s tears.

We wonder how his wife felt being compared to dé1@i The proverb simply means, “You couldn’t have
done what you did if you hadn't broken the ruldsetause heifers weren't used for plowing. Since the
guests had played foul, technically Samson cowe hefused to pay the prize; but he generouslyeayre
to keep his promise. Perhaps he found out thatifiess life had been threatened and he didn’t want

put her and her family into jeopardy again. Thos® wan't control their tongue can’t control theadies
(James 3P and in Samson’s case, the consequences ohathkf discipline were disastrous.

Samson lost his temperyv. 19-20.

He went twenty miles away to Ashkelon so the nefab® slaughter wouldn’t get back to Timnah too
soon. His joke about the lion and the honey cetisbé a joke, for it led to the death of thirty menose
garments Samson confiscated. Samson was so amgtygtldidn’'t even consummate the marriage but
went back to Zorah and stayed with his par&htthile he was away from Timnah, his wife was giten
his best man. The Lord used this turn of eventadtivate Samson to decide to fight the Philistines
instead of entertaining them.

If Samson had won his way and married a Philistioenan, that relationship would have crippled the
work God had called him to do. Believers today wehter into unholy alliances are sinning and hirdgri
the work of the Lord too Cor. 6:14-18 If Samson had sought God'’s leading, the Lordld/tave
directed him. Instead, Samson went his own way th@d.ord had to overrule his selfish decisions.

“I will instruct you and teach you in the way yaduwosild go; | will guide you with My eye. Do not bike
the horse or like the mule, which have no undeditay which must be harnessed with bit and bridle,
else they will not come near youPg. 32:8-9NkJV). If we're looking by faith into the face of theotd,

He can guide us with His eye, the way parents gieie children. But if we turn our backs on Hing h
has to treat us like animals and harness us. Sawas®rither impetuously rushing ahead like thedors
stubbornly holding back like the mule, and God teadeal with him.



He avenges his ruined marriageMv. 1-5.

Although he had never consummated the marriages@athought he was legally married to the woman
of Timnah. Therefore, he took a gift and went wituier in her father’'s house. How shocked he was t
learn that not only was he not married, but algsovtbman he loved was now married to his best-Han!
Samson had paid the legal “bride price” for hisewdind now he had neither the money nor the wife.
Samson was angry, and even the offer of a youngkpeettier bride didn’t appease him. If anybody
should have been punished, it was his father-in-tdevwas the real culprit. After all, he took themay
and gave the bride away—to the wrong man! But Sardsgided to take out his anger on the Philistines
by burning up the grain in their fields.

The word translated “foxes” also means “jackalad ¢hat's probably the animal that Samson used.
Foxes are solitary creatures, but jackals provadige packs. Because of this, it would have beechmu
easier for Samson to capture 300 jackals; and obtde enlisted the help of others. Had he tied the
firebrands to individual animals, they each woudgrdnimmediately run to their dens. But by puttiwg t
animals together and turning them loose, Samsold ¢@ufairly sure that their fear of the fire aheit
inability to maneuver easily would make them paiitwus they would run around frantically in the diel
and ignite the grain. The fire then would spredd the vineyards and olive groves. It was a costly
devastation.

Why he chose to destroy the Philistine’s cropaiicthsa strange manner isn't clear to us. If othersew
helping him, Samson could attack several fieldh@tsame time; and the Philistines, unable tolsee t
animals on the ground, would be alarmed and codfusendering what was causing the fires. The
jackals would undoubtedly make a racket, espediadigught in the rushing flame or overwhelmed by
the smoke. His riddle and his rhynib(16 indicate that Samson had a boyish sense of huandr,
perhaps this approach to agricultural arson wasajusther fun time for him. However, we must keep i
mind that God was using Samson’s exploits to hates®hilistines and prepare them for the sureadefe
that was coming in a few years.

He avenges his wife's deathvy. 6-8).

Violence breeds violence, and the Philistines weedrout to stand around doing nothing while their
food and fortune went up in flames. They figuretitbat Samson was behind the burning of their grops
and they knew they had to retaliate. Since theydeduhope to overcome Samson, they did the next
thing and vented their wrath on his wife and fatinelaw. In the long run, her betrayal of Samsaandi
save her life after alll4:15.

Samson’s response? “Since you've acted like thigr’t stop until | get my revenge on you”

(15:7, NIv). We don't know how many Philistines he killedwlnat weapons he used, but it was “a great
slaughter.” Following the attack, he retreated taae in the “rock of Etam.” This is not the Etam
mentioned either id Chronicles 4:32too far away) oR Chronicles 11:§hadn’t been built yet). It was
some elevated place in Judah, near Lehi, from w8arnson could safely and conveniently watch the
enemy.

2. SAMSON DEFENDS HIMSELAJUDGES15:9-20

If Samson could attack the Philistines, then théidBihes could retaliate and attack Israel; aétrisrael
had neither weapons nor an army. The invasionddiddidn’t help Samson’s popularity with his own
people, who sadly were content to submit to theigimbors and make the best of a bad situationedust
of seeing Samson as their deliverer, the men aildadnsidered him a troublemaker.

It's difficult to be a leader if you have no follens, but part of the fault lay with Samson. He didn
challenge the people, organize them, and trustt@gdse them victory. He preferred to work alone,
fighting the battles of the Lord as though theyeueis own private feuds. | realize that Samsonllinca
was tobegin to deliver the nationl3:5), but it seems to me that he could have made a fooceful
beginning. When God'’s people get comfortable with status quo, and their leaders fail to arousa the
to action, they are in pretty bad shape.

When the men of Judah learned that the Philistiveeged only to capture and bind Samson, they affere
to help. A nation is in a sad state indeed whertitimens cooperate with the enemy and hand owr th
own God-appointed leader! This is the only timemyiSamson’s judgeship that the Jews mustered an




army,and it was for the purpose of capturing one of their own men! But Samson realized that, if he didn'’t
give himself up to the enemy, the Philistine arnould bring untold suffering to the land; so he indly
surrendered. If he defended himself, he would Hneakto fight his own people. If he escaped, whieh h
could easily have done, he would have left 3,008 ofeludah easy prey for the Philistine army. There
was something heroic about Samson’s decision Heutrien of Judah missed it.

By the power of the Holy Spirit, Samson easily kerdfke bonds the men of Judah had put on his arms,
picked up a new jawbone of a donkey (an old oneldvbave been too brittle), and slaughtered a
thousand Philistines. We wonder what the men oliubdought as they watched their prisoner, theit ow
brother, kill the invaders single-handed. Did ahthem feel the urge to pick up the weapons ofsiam
Philistines and join in the battle? Would they hamewn how to use them?

Samson had a way with words. At his wedding fdestlevised a clever riddl&4:14); and after this
great victory, he wrote a poem. It's based on tihmilarity between the sounds of the Hebrew
wordshamor (“donkey”) andhomer (“heap”). James Moffatt renders it: “With the jaovie of an ass |
have piled them in a mass. With the jawbone ofsanl dave assailed assailarits>

But his victory celebration didn’t last very lorfgr God reminded him that he was only a man andtdad
have water to stay alive. So often in Scriptursting follows triumph. No sooner had the Israelites
crossed the Red Sea than they became thEstyl6:22-2F and hungryEx. 16. Elijah’s victory on
Mount Carmel was followed by his humiliating fligttt Mount Horeb I Kings 18-1%. If triumphs aren't
balanced with trials, there’s a danger that wesitdme proud and self-confident.

If Samson had only heeded this warning and asketr®bonly for water but for guidance! “Lead us not
into temptation” would have been the perfect prdgethat hour. How quick we are to cry out forhel
for the body when perhaps our greatest needs e imner person. It's when we’re weak that we're
strong 2 Cor. 12:10;, and when we're totally dependent on the Lordyevthe safest.

Samson’s prayer indicates that he considered hif@gel’'s servant and that he didn’'t want to endlifés
falling into the hands of the godless Philistingsfortunately, that's just what happened. But Gadw
merciful and performed a miracle by opening upringpof water in a hollow place. Samson quenched
his thirst and then gave the place the name “Cslf&pring.” The place where Samson slaughtered the
Philistines received the name “Jawbone Hill.” Sdraaslations give the impression that the waterecam
from the jawbone because the name of the placebrév is Lehi, which means “jawbone.” In
theNKJv, Judges 15:1%eads, “So God split the hollow place that is @hl’; and theNASB andNIv are
substantially the same.

3. SAMSON TEMPTS HIMSELHJUDGES16:1-3

Gaza was an important seaport town located abaytriles from Samson’s hometown of Zorah. We
aren't told why Samson went there, but it's noglikhe was looking for sensual pleasure. There were
plenty of prostitutes available in Israel even tjlothe Law condemned this practitey. 19:29 Deut.
22:27). It was after he arrived in Gaza that Samsonaavostitute and decided to visit her. Once again
the lust of the eyes and the lust of the flesh doatbto grip Samson and make him a slave to his
passions.

It seems incredible to us that a servant of Godiges 15:13 who did great works in the power of the
Spirit, would visit a prostitute, but the recorchisre for all to read. The Lord certainly didn’papve of
such behavior, especially on the part of a Naziadtel the experience was for Samson one more step
down into darkness and destruction. In recent yelagse have been enough ministerial scandalsein th
United States alone to put all of us on guard. f&fare let him who thinks he stands take heedhest
fall” (1 Cor. 10:12NKJV).

We can't help it when Satan and his demons tempiutsvhen we tempt ourselves, we become our own
enemy. God doesn’t tempt uklafmes 1:12-15When we pray, “Lead us not into temptatiokfatt. 6:13,
we're asking that we not tempt ourseleegput oursevesinto such a position that we tempt God. We

tempt Him either by forcing Him to intervene andaee us or by daring Him to stop us. It's possibte
people’s character to deteriorate so much thatdoest have to be tempted in order to sin. All teed

is the opportunity to sin, and they’'ll tempt thetss. lllicit sexual experience may begin as sveset




honey, but it ends up as bitter as wormwadaby. 5:1-14. Samson the man had become Samson the
animal as the prostitute led him to the slaugh®eoy. 7:6-23.

Word that their enemy Samson was in town spreddetpeople of Gaza, and they posted a guard at the
city gate to capture him and kill him in the momiBut Samson decided to leave town at midnight,
while the guards were asleep. The fact that tlyegeites were barred didn’t alarm him. He pickedhe
doors, posts, and bars and carried them off! Whétbearried them all the way to Hebron, a distasfce
about forty miles, or only to a hill that faced Hei, depends on how you transldtelges 16:38oth
interpretations are possible.

The city gate was not only a protection for thg,diut also the place where the officials met emsact
business@eut. 25:7 Ruth 4:1-3. To “possess the gate of his enemies” was a rhetapeaning “to

defeat your enemiesGen. 22:1724:60. When Jesus spoke about the gates of hell (hades)

prevailing against the churcMatt. 16:18, He was picturing the victory of the church otres forces of
Satan and evil. Through His death and resurrecliesiis Christ has “stormed the gates of hell” and
carried them off in victory!

4. SAMSON BETRAYS HIMSELF(JUDGES16:4-229

The Valley of Sorek lay between Zorah and Timnathanborder of Judah and Philistia. The city of
Beth-shemesh was located there. Whenever Samsdrini@enemy territory, he “went down” both
geographically and spirituallyl4:1, 5, 7, 10). This time he found a woman in the valley, nat tar from
home; and he fell in love with her. It's a dangexthing to linger at the enemy’s border; you migeét
caught.

Along with David and Bathsheba, Samson and Delilale captured the imagination of scores of writers,
artists, composers, and dramatists. Handel incligithh in his oratorio “Samson,” and Saint-Saens
wrote an opera on “Samson and Delilah.” (The “Bacette” from that work is still a popular concert
piece.) When Samson consorted with Delilah in thdey of Sorek, he never dreamed that what they did
together would be made into a Hollywood movie arajgeted in color on huge screens.

Scholars disagree on the meaning of Delilah’s n&oee think it means “devotee,” suggesting that she
may have been a temple prostitute. But Delilahtisalled a prostitute as is the woman in Gazapatth
that's probably what she was. For that matter,|Bielisn’t even identified as a Philistine. Howevieom

her dealings with the Philistine leaders, she agmabe one. Other students believe that the fasher
name is the Hebrew wonthlal, which means “to weaken, to impoverish.” Whethenatr this is the

correct derivation, she certainly weakened and iragshed Samson!

Each of the Philistine leaders offered to pay @&l considerable sum of money if she would entice
Samson and learn the source of his great stréfiFhey didn’t want to kill Samson. They wanted to
neutralize his power, capture him, torture him, treh use him for their own purposes. Being able to
exhibit and control the great champion of Israeuldaive the Philistines both security and stature
among the nations and would certainly satisfy tegims as they humiliated the Jews.

When Delilah began to probe for the secret of tiengith, Samson should have been aware of his dange
and, like Joseph3en. 39:122 Tim. 2:23, fled as fast as possible. But passion had gdify®, sin had
anesthetized him, and he was unable to act ratjoalybody could have told him that Delilah was
making a fool out of him, but Samson would havedweld no one.

It's unlikely that the Philistines who hid in hemamber revealed themselves each time Samson escaped
his bonds, because then he would have known tHaaDbad set a trap for him. Her cry “The Philiss
are upon you!” was the signal for the spies tolbg;gbut when they saw that Samson was free, they
remained in hiding. Each of Samson'’s lies involiadilah using some kind of bonds on him, but the
Philistines should have known that he could ndbdnend Judges 15:13

Delilah had to keep working on Samson or she whalk lost the money and perhaps her life. After all
look at what the Philistines did to Samson’s fivsfe! If Samson had stopped visiting Delilah, heuleb
have kept his hair and his pow&?,but he kept going back, and each time she implbimdo reveal his
secret. Samson didn’t know his own heart. He thbbhgtpossessed enough moral strength to say no to
the temptress, but he was wrong.




Being wise in the ways of sifke 16:8 Prov. 7:2), during the fourth visit, Delilah knew that hedha
finally told her the truth. Since the Philistingt‘equad” had quit coming after the third fiascelilzah
summoned them quickly, and they once again higichamber.

When Delilah’s shout awakened Samson, he thougbastanother one of her tricks and that he could
handle the situation as before. But he was wrongeMhe lost his long hair, the Lord left him; amd h
was as weak as other men. His power was from the, oot from his hair; but the hair was the sign of
his Nazirite vow. The Spirit who had come upon hiith such power had now departed from him.
Numbers 6:teads literally “because the consecratiagrdr) of his God is upon his head.” The basic
meaning of the wordezer is “separation” or “consecration”; but it is algsed of a royal crowr2(Sam.
1:1Q Zech. 9:16Ps. 89:3% Samson'’s long hair was his “royal crown” anddst it because of his sin.
“Behold, | come quickly! Hold fast what you havkeat no one may take your crowrRgv. 3:11 NKJV).
Since Samson didn't discipline his body, he loghifas crown and his prizd (Cor. 9:24-2).2%°

The Philistines easily overpowered Samson andljitald their way with him. They put out his ey&3,
bound him, and took him to Gaza where he toiletegrinding mill, doing work usually assigned to
slaves, women, or donkeys. Someone has saiduldges 16:2teminds us of thblinding, binding,
andgrinding results of sin. In his epic poeBamson Agonistes, John Milton has the champion say:

O loss of sight, of thee | most complain!

Blind among enemies, O worse than chains,

Dungeon, or beggary, or decrepit age!

Samson is one of three men in Scripture who arecgslfy identified with the darkness. The other two
are King Saul, who went out in the darkness tdagtminute help from a witcii (Sam. 28 and Judas,
who “went immediately out: and it was nighgahn 13:3] Saul lived for the world, Samson yielded to
the flesh, and Judas gave himself to the ddwihih 13:227); and all three ended up taking their own
lives.

But there was one ray of light in the darkness: Saris hair began to grow again. His power was mot i
his hair but in what his hair symbolized—his detmato God. If Samson renewed that dedication, God
might restore his power. | believe Samson talkethéd_ord as he turned the millstone, confessisg hi
sins and asking God for one last opportunity t@defhe enemy and glorify His narfé.

5. SAMSON DESTROYS HIMSELRJUDGES16:23-31)

It was tragic that a servant of the Lord, raised godly home, was now the humiliated slave of the
enemy. But even worse, the Philistines gave glotheéir god Dagon for helping them capture thedagr
enemy. Instead of bringing glory to the God of ér&amson gave the enemy opportunity to honor thei
false gods. Dagon was the god of grain, and cédyttie Philistines remembered what Samson had done
to their fields {5:1-5.

The people at the religious festival called for Samto be brought to entertain them. They werdgh h
spirits because their enemy was now in their cbaimd Dagon had triumphed over Jehovah. They
thought that Samson’s blindness rendered him haemlkhey didn’t know that God had deigned to
forgive him and restore his strength.

In thekJv, two different words are translated “make spantl6:25(“entertain” and “perform” in

theNIv). The first means to celebrate, frolic, joke, amdertain; and the second means to perform, make
sport, and laugh*® We aren't told exactljpow Samson entertained the huge crowd in Dagon’s &mpl
but one thing is sure: He gave them every reasbelieve he was harmless and under their cont®l. H
was even in the hands of a boy who was leadinglthd man from place to place. We've seen previous
indications that Samson was a clever fellow wigease of humor. Thus no doubt he gave the audience
just what it wanted.

In previous visits to Gaza, Samson had undoubtssty this temple and noted its construction. Adtier

it housed over 3,000 people, and it would be diffifor him not to notice it. During a break in tbay's
entertainment, Samson asked his attendant to leadver to the pillars; and there he uttered tss la
prayer'®® The fact that God answered suggests that all igaslretween him and his Lor&$. 66:18-
19




It's likely that his parents were dead by now, bistrelatives on his father’'s side came and recal/tre
body and buried it. The word “brethren”Jadges 16:3in the Hebrew carries a broad meaning of
“relatives.” As far as we know, Samson was an ehijd. The phrase “between Zorah and Eshtaol”

in verse 3Ireminds us 013:25 Samson is back where he started, only now held.dehe light has
failed.

How do you assess the life and ministry of a miee 8amson? | think Alexander Maclaren says it well:
“Instead of trying to make a lofty hero out of hiinis far better to recognize frankly the limitais of his
character and the imperfections of his religionlf.the merely human passion of vengeance throbbed
fiercely in Samson’s prayer, he had never heargélyour enemies’; and, for his epoch, the deswacti
of the enemies of God and of Israel was ddty”

His decline began when he disagreed with his pa@mnbut marrying a Philistine girl. Then he disddin
his Nazirite vow and defiled himself. He disregardee warnings of God, disobeyed the Word of God,
and was defeated by the enemies of God. He proliiatlght that he had the privilege of indulgingin
since he wore the badge of a Nazirite and won soymitories for the Lord, but he was wrong.
“Whoever has no rule over his own spirit is likeity broken down, without walls"Rrov. 25:28NKJV).
“He who is slow to anger is better than the mighatyd he who rules his spirit than he who take$yé ci
(Prov. 16:32NKJV).



Through the four tests by Delilah, Samson becanre mjpen to her, sharing the secret of his lifey ¢ol
have her use him for her own gratification in gegjtiich. As Samson slept on her knees, the pictiure
what happened brings the reader back to Siseraslgpbat the feet of Jael (5:24-27). Now, however,
Samson was the enemy who was about to be killedafithh was the herd. This is a picture of Israel
in her harlotry (2:17). Through intermarriage witle Canaanites Israel forfeited the opportunitiuid
and strengthen their own families and nation atohvald their strength to become their weakness. The
failure to capitalize on their strength of sepaddiees, focused in the homes of the nation, broaglout
their downfall.

Hartman notes a change of roles in Samson andab&liBamson is no longer the protagonist in the
story; Delilah takes that position and Samson bexsotine foil. Once Delilah achieves her purposels wit
Samson, he reverts to his old position. The legsotsrael is obvious: when they go outside Isiarel
make covenants with the enemy, they are no lomgeomtrol of the situation. The enemy takes ovel an
they are dominated. Samson, the strong man, wlmger in control. When he was captured, that
position was made very clear to him. The Philigigeuged out his eyes and made him a grinder in the
prison (16:21). Block notes that the Philistinesev®llowing an ancient Near Eastern custom. Pes®n
were blinded and then forced to do menial taskdasfes and womefl.So Samson, ironically, ended up
doing a woman'’s job. The man, who had incrediblersith over other men was defeated in his greatest
weakness, that of foreign women, to end up

Bsac 162:648 (October 2005) p. 435
emasculated and doing the task of a woman. Thes&hvef responsibilities, already seen in the Dabher
Barak story, reaches its peak in the final judgedeilf. Samson in his strength is an attractiverégu
Samson at his end is a pathetic ruin.

Summary

Samson’s life is filled with the theme of the fadwof the family. The story began with a familyttha
was admirable for its pursuit of the message frioenangel of the Lord. Samson had perhaps the best o
beginnings for a judge recorded in the Book of &sddrrom Samson’s answers to Delilah, especiadly hi
open heart at the end (16:17-18), it appears thatamted an intimate relationship with a woman.
However, he never established a marriage and favhitys own. Even though his parents discouraged
intermarriage, it must have been so commonpladbibyime that Samson determined to pursue what
looked good to him. That pursuit, in the wrong diif@n, brought his life to an end.

Though separation as a Nazirite was a central issBamson'’s life, one that he knew (16:17),
precept and practice were separate issues. Theofdgrael was so compromised that marriage to a
Philistine was viewed as a cultural issue rathan thn issue of religious separation. Syncretismthas
rule of life as everyone did what was right in bisher own eyes. As a result of his choices Sarasded
his life with no wife, no children, and even hismhaod endangered. His brothers and family had to
retrieve his body for burial in the family tomb @1). Jephthah destroyed what little family he Had,
Samson never made the beginning steps of buildsiglde Israelite home.

2727. According to Carol Smith, Delilah fascinatessdfeminist writers and must be viewed in
a positive light for her “positive achievement” @hlah: A Suitable Case for [Feminist]
Treatment?” injudges: A Feminist Companion to the Bible, ed. Athalya Brenner [Sheffield:
Sheffield Academic, 1999], 115-16). For other liblketween these stories see Chisholm, “The
Role of Women in the Rhetorical Strategy of the BobJudges,” 43; Webl@he Book of

Judges: An Integrated Reading, 164; and KleinThe Triumph of Irony in Judges, 137.

2828. Hartman, “The Feminine Gender as a Literaryi€in the Narrative of Judges,” 222-27.
2929. Block,Judges, Ruth, 462. See also Chisholm, “The Role of Women inRhetorical
Strategy of the Book of Judges,” 43—44. Niditchekhis even further and says that the cutting
of Samson’s hair symbolized his being castrateditth, “Samson as Culture Hero, Trickster,
and Bandit,” 614).



The message of the Samson story, as a paralle¢ tOthniel story, is that the process of building
godly homes begins with a dedicated marriage. @theré of the family must be counteracted at this
initial level. The story of Othniel gives the opegigood example: a man who pursued a good woman for
a good reason, in keeping with God’s goal for thttam. Samson provided the closing bad example of
the judges: a man who had great potential but whisygd the wrong women for the wrong reasons, with
no apparent concern for God’s goal for the nation.

The problem began with the spiritual ineptnessash§on’s own father, a situation that indicated a
role reversal in even the best of Israelite farsilla Deborah, near the beginning of the periothef
judges, there was already a need for a woman &odpéritual spokesperson for the Lord. Men were
reluctant leaders. In Jael and the unnamed womarb8fthere was a need for women
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to step into military roles. By the end of the pedrof the judges women were needed to shore up
individual families spiritually as seen in Manoahisnamed wife who reflected the need of the nagion’
families. Even that influence could be lost, howeifeheir children, pictured in Samson, did nbbose
to pursue godly Israelite women or if the paremdsnabt arrange for such marriages. Instead of baing
powerful deliverer in Israel, Samson was captunethb enemy, who then praised their god for this
victory. The great irony of his story is that tteal contribution in the life of this powerful mavas to
perform the daily task of women, for the sake ef¢émemy.

While Othniel and Samson provide contrasts in ragej Gideon and Jephthah demonstrate the
impact of parents on their children. Compromiséabtiles and foolish commitments resulted in cleitdr
with twisted aspirations and pagan attachmentley énded the family altogether. The final twoist®r
in the epilogues (chaps. 17-18 and 19-21) demaadtrat spiritual failure in the home will ultiméte
affect the whole nation.

Joshua closed the period of the Conquest leadiogitime of settlement in the land in the periéd o
the judges with his declaration that he and hisilfawould serve the Lord (Josh. 24:14-15). The Bobk
Judges records the failure of the nation to foltbat example by not passing on the faith through th
family to the next generation, in disobediencentodommands in the Pentateuch and especially in
Deuteronomy. Samson illustrates failure at the beginning stage of establishing a godly home with
godly wife. After following after what looked goad his own eyes, his final act was to destroy hifse
Except for God’'s mercy and grace, Israel, in theopleof the judges, would have done the same.

With the final judge, Samson (chaps. 13-16), Godhsestage before he was born by personally
appearing to his parents and preparing them fdpihis. While his parents demonstrated some role
reversal, particularly in the spiritual leadersbffihe family, God had already indicated that Hauldo
use women to accomplish His purposes. Manoah's seiéeaned a good choice for the job of raising a
Nazirite son.

Samson, however, turned out to be a rebelliouswsba,operated on the basis of what looked good in
his own eyes. If Jephthah failed in providing fduture generation, Samson failed by not even
establishing the basis for a family and had nodeéil to carry on his work. Refusing even to consioe
Israelite wife, Samson lusted after Philistine waroaly. This final judge was constantly pursuing th
very sin the narrator identified in the first inditection, namely, intermarriage with the Canaariitebe
land. In spite of a seeming desire for intimacy Samviewed women as objects to use, as illustiated
his visit to a prostitute in a place of great dartgehimself. In the end a foreign woman, Delilabted
the part of Jael in bringing down the man who wag@emy to her people. Ironically in this event
Samson paralleled the Canaanite commander, Saatalied a shameful dedth.
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Study Questions

1.

In what ways do | rely upon my own strength? How tids hindered me in my marriage, family, job, and
ministry? What can | do to ensure that | am depsmndipon the Lord instead of my own resources? Read
Jeremiah 9:23-24 and John 15:1-11.

How has sexual immorality damaged my life? Whatnsalicould | give to a young person so that hénercan
avoid my sin and its consequences? How can | &pplyheology and instruction of 1 Corinthians 6 2Q@2

Why does the Bible emphasize the importance of ordyrying a believer? What consequences have rnodde
in my own life for failing to obey this command? lkm presently dating an unbeliever, will | be digat to
God and break off his relationship?

How have | forfeited ministry opportunities and piosis because of my sin? Am | conscious of thieepibal
to fail in my life and ministry? What safeguards hputting in place to ensure that | do not disgfyahyself?
Read 1 Corinthians 9:24-27.

Despite our sin, God is faithful even when we aiithfess (2 Timothy 2:13). Have | taken the tim@taise
God for how He has protected me in the past? Withly diligently that He will protect me in my pesg and
future life and ministry? Read 2 Timothy 4:8 andokéavs 12:1-3.



Notes

! | have relied heavily upon the work of my doctatector and dissertation reader, J. Kent Edwanti®, wrote a
sermon entitled, “Samson: The Strong Weak Man” ¢@sdlL3—16) in his bodkffective First-Person Biblical
Preaching (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2005), 147-55. | amIgeegebted to Dr. Edwards for helping me to
improve my skills in narrative preaching.

2 Baylis writes, “While Jephthah delivers Israeltazfshe Jordan, Samson becomes a judge in the(akeps. 13-
16). The writer gives more space to Samson thamyoother judge. He was chosen to be judge befdie bo his
beginnings rival those of Samuel, Jeremiah, and foh Baptist. Certainly much should be expectethfthis man.
But he is woefully disappointing. He regularly digards the law, intermarries with the Philistirees] uses his
delivering power to carry out acts of incidentallence. Why spend so much time on Samson'’s failBexzause he
climaxes the message of Judges. His life matclaofithe nation itself. Samson, like Israel, hagpacial calling
but deserted it to pursue his own desires. His patlveugh great and bestowed by Yahweh, did novelebecause
his life was marked by unfaithfulness to Yahweh amdrmarriage with the nations of the land.” AlbEr Baylis,
From Creation to the Cross: Understanding the First Half of the Bible (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996), 175.

% Samson is derived from the Hebrew word for “sisfienesh) and probably refers to “that which is distinguggh
the pinnacle, one who is strong.”

* Commenting on Samson’s qualification as judgecBiemarks, “Like most of the other judges, Samsas an
unlikely candidate for leadership in Israel. Theratr seems to stress that what accomplishmerrs aghieved
were all to YHWH's credit, produced in spite ofthrar than because of, the man.” 51.

® Samson is also a picture of the nation. Israelfaalsed for living among and intermarrying wittet@anaanite
enemy. After Samson’s birth narrative (Judg. 18)rikst of his life story centers on his pursuiPbflistine women.
Samson is an example of Israel’s “playing the hafter other gods” (2:17; 8:27, 32). Smith 431.

® Lit. “She is right in my eyes” (Judg 14:3, 7). Tharrator here illustrated and foreshadowed hisiéhom the
epilogues, where “every man did what was righti;ndwn eyes” (17:6; 21:25). It is likely that thieraction was
both physical and cultural. Crenshaw explains sofitbe differences and advances in Philistine calthat would
have made their women attractive to Israelite nS&® James L. Crensha8amson: A Secret Betrayed, a Vow
Ignored (Atlanta: John Knox, 1978), 81.

" The failure of Manoah and his wife will be discedsn the final sermon on the book of Judges.

8 Did God send the lion as a warning to Samsontteatas walking on the wrong path?

° Smith writes, “The Philistine woman and her father unnamed (14:1) as is also the harlot from Gkg4).
Once again the fact of their being unnamed mighhbenarrator's way of saying that they represérirany
Philistines.” Michael J. Smith, “The Failure of tRamily in Judges, Part 2: SamsoBgac 162:648 (October 2005):
431.

19 Like John the Baptist, Samson would be a Nazriien his mother’s womb (Luke 1:13-15). The wiidzrite
comes from a Hebrew worddzr) that means “to separate, to consecrate.” Nazivitere persons who, for a stated
period of time, consecrated themselves to the roedspecial way. They abstained from drinking wémel strong
drink; they avoided touching dead bodies; and msik of their consecration, they allowed their tiaigrow. The
laws governing the Nazirite vow are given in Nurh-@.

1 Waltke notes, “The Philistines offer Delilah a fastic sum of money [1100 pieces of silver (Judgp)l6-more
than a lifetime of earnings for the average wotrk&tl.

2 The wordyether refers to a bowstring, probably made from animatians (See Ps 11:2; Job 30:11). See the NET
Study Notes. Blockjudges, Ruth, 457.

13 Charles R. Swindoll, “Samson: A He-Man with a Sileakness,” irDld Testament Characters (Fullerton, CA:
Insight for Living, 1986), 4.

4 Swindoll, “Samson,” 6.

15 Erwin W. Lutzer, “The Hidden Cost of Sensualitgn$son” inWhen a Good Man Falls (Wheaton, IL: Victor,
1985), 56.

16 Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘YSMALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY’; but | say to you that
everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her dlesady committed adultery with her in his heliryour right
eye makes you stumble, tear it out and throw infseu; for it is better for you to lose one of {erts of your
body, than for your whole body to be thrown intd'h@att 5:27-29).

" The American poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow s&f@reat is the art of beginning, but greater isaheof
ending.”

18 Swindoll, “Samson,” 11.



9 Lutzer, “The Hidden Cost of Sensuality,” 60-61.

20 Block notes that there are six formulaic elemémtie paradigm of the judge cycles: (1) The sdrisrael did
evil in the sight of the Lord; (2) the Lord gavesth into the hands of an oppressing nation; (3)dteelites cried
out to the Lord; (4) the Lord raised up a delive(6) the Lord gave the oppressors into the hafitlseodeliverer;
(6) the land had rest for some years. See DanBbtk, Judges, Ruth, New American Commentary (Nashville:
Broadman & Holman, 1999), 146-47.

21 433-34.

2 Michael J. Smith, “The Failure of the Family ird@ies, Part 1: JephthatBibliotheca Sacra 162:647 (July 2005):
283.



