
“The Keeper” (John 17:6–19) 
 
Have you ever heard a spouse say, “She’s a keeper” or “He’s a keeper?” Of course you have. This is a 
common expression. Parents will say the same thing about a child, “He’s a keeper” or “She’s a keeper.” 
The idea behind this expression is: I really enjoy my spouse or child. I think I’ll keep him or her around.  
Often this idiom is used by a person who has trouble communicating his or her feelings. So by stating, 
“She’s a keeper” or “He’s a keeper,” such a person is able to communicate love without having to 
articulate the phrase, “I love you.”   
 
One of the ways that Jesus communicates His love to you is by keeping you. Jesus says, “You’re a 
keeper, not because of anything you’ve done but simply because I love you.” Jesus keeps you and me 
through His life, death, resurrection, and intercession. The old adage, “Finders keepers” is really true 
when it comes to Jesus. He finds us and He keeps us. This is why we can say that Jesus is “The Keeper.” 
In John 17:6–19, Jesus prays to the Father that He will keep the disciples safe in a hostile world and guard 
them from Satan.1 It is worth noting that Jesus prays for His disciples before He chose them (Luke 6:12), 
during His ministry (John 6:15), at the end of His ministry (Luke 22:32), and later in heaven (Rom 8:34; 
Heb 7:25).2 Prayer was and is incredibly important to Jesus and should be to us as well. In these verses, 
Jesus makes three requests for His followers. First, He prays for security (17:11). Second, He prays for 
protection (17:15). Finally, He prays for sanctification (17:17).3 
 
John records Jesus’ opening words in 17:6: “I have manifested Your name to the men whom You gave 
Me out of the world; they were Yours and You gave them to Me, and they have kept4 Your word.”  
Jesus manifested God’s name to His disciples. The word “manifest” (phaneroo) means “to make visible 
or clear.” In this particular context, the word means “to make known by word of mouth.”5 During Jesus’ 
earthly ministry, He manifested God’s name (i.e., His character) with His lips. The manifesting of the 
“name” of God is an Old Testament theme (Ps 113:3; Isa 59:19; 66:19). Malachi prophesied with the 
words of God Himself when He stated “My name shall be great among the Gentiles” (Mal 1:11). Have 
you sought to make God’s name great with your lips? While it’s important to manifest God with your life, 
it’s equally necessary to manifest God with your lips. Are you following in Jesus’ sandals? Do people in 
your neighborhood, work, and school know that you’re a Christian? Have you clearly communicated this 
so that there’s no doubt in anyone’s mind? Jesus made sure that His disciples understood how to have a 
relationship with God. He also emphasized how they could come to understand God’s character. Are you 
all about manifesting and revealing the Lord?   
 
Jesus viewed the disciples as those whom God had given to Him out of the world (cf. 6:37; 15:19), not as 
those who had chosen to follow Him. Five times in His prayer (17:2, 6 [twice], 9, 24), Jesus refers to 
believers as those whom the Father has given Him.6 This viewpoint accounts for Jesus’ confidence as He 
anticipates their future. They belong to God, and therefore, God will protect them.7 Similarly, God will 
protect you if you belong to Him. It’s all made possible through God’s gracious gift. This is confirmed in 
the final phrase of 17:6: “they have kept Your word.” In John’s gospel, when Jesus refers to His “words” 
(plural), He is talking about His commands, but when He refers to His “word” (singular) He is talking 
about His gospel.8  Thus, Jesus is indicating that the disciples have responded to the gospel.9 While the 
disciples were often marked with selfishness and short-sightedness, they believed in Jesus Christ as their 
Savior from sin. While Jesus is certainly concerned about your obedience in response to the gospel, He is 
first and foremost interested in whether or not you have trusted in Him as your Savior. Today, have you 
believed in Jesus Christ as your Savior from sin? If you were to die today, do you know beyond the 
shadow of a doubt that you would spend eternity with Christ? If there is any doubt in your mind, place 
your faith in Jesus Christ alone today. Remember Jesus’ words, “Finders keepers.” If you are found in 
Him, you will be kept for all of eternity.   



Jesus continues His prayer in 17:7–8: “Now they [the disciples] have come to know that everything 
You [the Father] have given Me is from You;10 for the words which You gave Me I have given to 
them; and they received them and truly understood that I came forth from You, and they believed 
that You sent Me.” There was much that the eleven disciples didn’t yet understand, but they did believe 
that Jesus had come from God and that His words were God’s words. Commendably, they accepted 
Jesus’ teachings even though they didn’t understand them fully, and what they understood they believed. 
Like the disciples, do you and I “receive” and “believe” God’s Word?     
 
In 17:9–10, Jesus now explicitly begins His prayer for the disciples: “I ask on their behalf; I do not ask 
on behalf of the world, but of those whom You have given Me; for they are Yours; and all things 
that are Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine; and I have been glorified in them.” Jesus makes it 
clear that He is praying for His disciples, not for the world in general. On the last night of Jesus’ earthly 
life, He focuses on praying for those who are believers. Too often we pray for unbelievers until they 
accept Christ and then drop them from our prayer list. The point at which Christ and the disciples 
intensively begin prayer, we tend to stop.11 Have you stopped praying for a believer you used to pray for? 
Is the Lord prompting you to pray for this person once again? If so, please respond to His prompting. 
There’s likely a reason that the Lord is bringing this person to your mind. He may choose to use your 
prayers to take this person to the next level of spiritual maturity.  
 
Jesus also indicates in 17:10 that He has been “glorified” by His disciples. He is referring specifically to 
the disciples’ initial faith in Him (cf. 2:11) and additional baby steps they have taken. Do you consciously 
consider Jesus’ desire to be glorified by your life? How can you seek to glorify Him more in your life? As 
a church, how can we prioritize the glory of Jesus Christ above all else?   
 
In 17:11 Jesus declares, “I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I 
come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they 
may be one even as We are.”  In light of Jesus’ imminent departure, He prays for His disciples. The title 
“Holy Father” appears only here in the Bible and is a reminder that God is both pure and paternal.12 Jesus 
prays that His disciples will be kept in God’s name. In ancient times a “name” represented one’s character 
or reputation. This has some carry-over into modern culture. Perhaps your father or mother used to 
admonish you to do nothing that would bring dishonor to the family name. Your parent’s concern was 
that your activities not detract from the family reputation. Likewise, God has entrusted His reputation to 
Christ, who revealed it to the disciples. Now Jesus prays that the disciples may be kept true to that 
revelation. The purpose of this prayer is that the disciples might share a unity of spirit modeled after the 
unity shared by the Father and the Son in the Trinity.13 How is God’s reputation and character doing at 
your school or work? Are you an answer to Jesus’ prayer? Do you represent God well or does your life 
send mixed messages?  
 
Regardless, Jesus is committed to you. In 17:12 He prays, “While I was with them [ the disciples], I was 
keeping them in Your name which You have given Me; and I guarded them and not one of them 
perished but the son of perdition, so that the Scripture would be fulfilled.” Jesus makes it clear that 
He kept and guarded His disciples’ salvation while He was on earth. The only exception was Judas, “the 
son of perdition,”14 who was an unbeliever. In 6:64 Jesus said, “‘But there are some of you who do not 
believe.’ For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who it was that 
would betray Him.” This is made clear in 6:70 where Jesus declares, “Did I Myself not choose you, the 
twelve, and yet one of you is a devil?” Later in 13:10, Christ said that Judas was not among those who 
were clean. Again, in 18:9 He reiterates, “Of those whom You have given Me I lost not one.” Although 
Judas was certainly one of Jesus’ disciples, he never believed in Him as his Savior. Therefore, to read into 
this account a loss of salvation is fallacious. It also contradicts Jesus’ own words that He did not lose any 
whom the Father had given Him.  



Salvation for those who believe is secure because it’s a free gift. The Lord didn’t make the down payment 
for salvation and then expect you to keep up with the installments. If you cannot be saved as a result of 
your good works, you cannot lose your salvation as a result of your bad works. Salvation is of God. He 
desires to save those whom He has given to Christ as a gift. It is inconceivable that any one of them will 
be lost. Today, if you have wrestled with the assurance of your salvation, put your fears to rest once and 
for all. Trust in the promises of God’s Word. Jesus declares, “Finders keepers.”   
 
In 17:13, Jesus gives the reason that He prays these great truths: “But now I come to You [Father]; and 
these things15 I speak in the world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves.” Jesus 
wants His disciples to experience full joy once He leaves. Just knowing that Jesus had kept them and will 
continue to keep them ought to facilitate joy. Does the promise of eternal life cause joy to well up within 
you? Despite the challenges in your life, are you filled with Jesus’ joy? 
 
Jennifer Rennie and Tasneem Torres are two ladies in our church who are filled with joy. Both of these 
ladies trusted in Christ as adults. Their lives were radically changed. Consequently, they have joy that is 
infectious. I suspect that those people who become Christians as adults (like the original disciples) have 
an easier time being on fire for Christ. Perhaps they are more aware of their sin since they lived without 
Christ throughout their teen and young adult years. Maybe they are more grateful for Christ’s saving work 
because it is new and fresh to them. Whatever the reason, those of us with childhood conversions should 
let their joy rub off on us. We must seek to surround ourselves with baby Christians. Their joy will prove 
to be infectious and will spread to the rest of the church family.              
 
Jesus continues His prayer in 17:14–16 where He says, “I have given them [the disciples] Your word; 
and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. I do 
not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. They are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world.” Jesus gives the disciples God’s Word, and the world hates them. 
The world hates Christians because we do not support their agenda. Instead, we follow Christ and His 
kingdom agenda. This quickly creates enemies! Yet, it is interesting to note that Jesus doesn’t pray that 
disciples be exempted from evil. That prayer will not be answered until we receive glorified bodies and 
are in heaven. It’s significant that Moses, Elijah, and Jonah all prayed to be taken out of the world, but in 
no case was the request granted.16 The goal is not isolation, but insulation. Jesus prays that His disciples 
may be kept from the influence of the evil one.17  
 
In 17:17, Jesus utters a classic verse on the authority of the Scriptures: “Sanctify18 them in the truth; 
Your word is truth.” In this context, “to sanctify” (hagiazo) means: “to set apart for God’s service.”   
The Word is the sphere by and in which believers are sanctified. With the mind we learn God’s truth 
through the Word. With the heart, we love God’s truth, His Son (14:6). With the will we yield to the 
Spirit (of truth, cf. 14:17; 16:13) and live God’s truth day by day. It takes all three for a balanced 
experience of sanctification.19 The Bible is the truth—the whole truth and nothing but the truth! You 
cannot grow without a regular diet of Scripture. If the only biblical “meal,” you get is on Sunday, you’re 
not growing. Newborn babies don’t take six-day breaks between meals. In fact most newborns don’t even 
take three-hour breaks between meals. There are a lot of Christians who start off with a real growth spurt 
because they are so hungry for the Word. They can’t get enough of it fast enough. But then as time goes 
on, their biblical “feeding schedule” gets off because the Word becomes a convenient extra in their lives. 
They begin to get spiritually weak because they aren’t getting enough nourishment for their souls. So 
what do you do if you’ve lost your appetite for the Scripture? If you’ve lost your taste for the Word you 
need to force-feed yourself for a while. That’s what the hospital does when, for whatever reason, you 
can’t eat on your own. The doctors put a tube into you directly. In a sense, they force you to eat, because 
they know you won’t get better without nutrition. God knows you won’t grow or get better without the 
Word. Spiritually, many of us are losing weight that we can’t afford to lose. We are spiritually emaciated, 
because we have not been feeding on the Word regularly.  



We must never underestimate the value of simply reading our Bibles. Charles Spurgeon said, “I can find 
ten men who will die for the Bible for every one who will read it!”20 Because the Bible is spiritual 
nutrition, we can be fed just by reading it, whether we think we’re getting anything or not. The Word is 
like taking vitamins. You may not feel an immediate benefit when you take a handful of vitamins; yet, 
when you take them consistently, the invisible work they do inside your body is staggering.21  
 
Unfortunately, it’s all too easy to fill up on physical and spiritual “junk food.” I’m a cold cereal 
aficionado. I like cold cereal because it is quick, easy, and tasty. I will sometimes eat cold cereal three 
times a day! I typically crave sugar sweetened cereals (e.g., Cocoa Pebbles, Lucky Charms), but one bowl 
never satisfies me. I go after a second bowl, and sometimes even a third bowl. The reason is simple: 
There’s little or no lasting nutrition in the cereals I eat. Spiritually speaking, it’s all too easy to fill up on 
sports, television, music, social networking, hobbies, work, or maybe even pornography. Yet, God will 
not allow you to be satisfied with any of these substitutes. He has designed you to only be satisfied with 
His Word.  
 
Today, will you become a student of the Word? I encourage you to read the Bible daily. Begin at the 
beginning of a book and read it all the way through. Start with the gospel of John or the book of Romans. 
Pray that the Lord reveals Himself to you in a powerful way. Read with a pencil and underline the things 
God will teach you. Then after you have underlined, be sure to obey. It’s really that simple. Don’t put off 
this discipline another day. Ask the Lord to change your life from the inside out today.   
 
The mission aspect of Jesus’ words is clearly seen in 17:18–19: “As You sent Me into the world, I also 
have sent them into the world. For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be 
sanctified in truth.” The key phrase in these verses is: “into the world.” Sanctification in John’s gospel is 
always for a mission.22 Sanctification’s mission is to bring truth, light, and salvation to the world. In 3:17, 
the Father sent Jesus into the world, so Jesus now sends the disciples into the world to continue His 
mission after His departure. They are, in a sense, being commissioned. When Jesus speaks of sanctifying 
Himself on behalf of the disciples (17:19) the meaning is closer to the consecration of a sacrificial animal 
(Deut 15:19). Jesus is “setting Himself apart” (see NET) to do the Father’s will, that is, to go to the cross 
on the disciples’ behalf.23 Jesus is the perfect example of a sanctified person. He devoted Himself 
completely and consistently to God’s will for Him. Throughout His entire life, in every attitude, 
culminating in His death, Jesus lived for God. Similarly, the disciples should see their purposes for living 
as not their own, but shaped by God’s mission for them.24 
 
The great evangelist D.L. Moody stopped a stranger one day on the street and asked him, “Are you a 
Christian?” The man was put off by the question, so he said, “Mind your own business!” Moody said, 
“This is my business!” The man looked to him and said, “Then you must be Moody.” Wouldn’t it be great 
to be known as “the person whose business is witnessing?” This is your business.25 
 
Are you accomplishing God’s mission for your life? Are you looking forward or looking back in your 
life? Are you focusing on your potential or your past failure? Perhaps you’re drowning in your past 
failures. Your divorce continues to haunt you. The lack of time you spent with your kids when they were 
growing up grieves you. Maybe you deeply regret your rebellious years away from the Lord. I encourage 
you to put a sign on your mirror that says: “God looks at where He wants to take you, not where you have 
already been.” Let go of the past and look ahead! Jesus says, “Finders keepers.” He has found you and 
will keep you.    
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Study Questions 
1. When did I first believe in Christ (17:6)? Since that time would Jesus characterize me as one who has kept His 

Word? If so, how have I specifically obeyed Him? When and where have I failed? What can I do about this? 
Who can help me grow spiritually?         

 
2. How can I live in the world but not adopt the world’s standards (17:11a, 13–16)? What does this specifically 

look like in my life? In what areas will this be particularly difficult? What can I do to ensure that I live for 
Christ at work, school, and in my neighborhood?       

 
3. To what degree do I experience joy (17:13)? How would those who know me best characterize my life? Would 

they say I have full joy? Why or why not? This week, what can I do to exude Jesus’ joy? Who do I know that 
serves as a wonderful example of joy? What can I learn from this person?  

 
4. Am I sanctified in God’s truth (17:17)? What evidence leads to this conclusion? How have I grown in God’s 

Word in the last year? What can I do to grow further in this next year? Have I written down any specific goals 
related to Bible study?     

 
5. What is my life mission (17:18)? How am I currently fulfilling it? What progress have I made in my personal 

mission? What goals have I achieved this year? Who has had the greatest impact in helping me fulfill these 
goals? Have I expressed gratitude to this person?     
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