“The Keeper” (John 17:6-19)

Have you ever heard a spouse say, “She’s a keep#fe’s a keeper?” Of course you have. This is a
common expression. Parents will say the same tilogt a child, “He’s a keeper” or “She’s a keeper.”
The idea behind this expression is: | really emjgyspouse or child. | think I'll keep him or heoand.
Often this idiom is used by a person who has t@gbimmunicating his or her feelings. So by stating,
“She’s a keeper” or “He’s a keeper,” such a petis@ble to communicate love without having to
articulate the phrase, “I love you.”

One of the ways that Jesus communicates His loyeuads by keeping you. Jesus says, “You're a
keeper, not because of anything you've done buplgilrecause | love you.” Jesus keeps you and me
through His life, death, resurrection, and intest@s The old adageFfnders keepers’ is really true

when it comes to Jesus. He finds us and He keefdsissis why we can say that Jesus is “The Keé&per.
In John 17:6-19, Jesus prays to the Father thatilHkeep the disciples safe in a hostile world aucrd
them from Satahlt is worth noting that Jesus prays for His ditspbefore He chose them (Luke 6:12),
during His ministry (John 6:15), at the end of Himistry (Luke 22:32), and later in heaven (Ronm43:3
Heb 7:25Y Prayer was and is incredibly important to Jesussirould be to us as well. In these verses,
Jesus makes three requests for His followers., Hesprays for security (17:11). Second, He prays f
protection (17:15). Finally, He prays for sanctfion (17:17)

John records Jesus’ opening words in 17:6ave manifested Your name to the men whom You gae
Me out of the world; they were Yours and You gavettem to Me, and they have kegtYour word.”
Jesus manifested God’s name to His disciples. Tdrd tymanifest” phaneroo) means “to make visible

or clear.” In this particular context, the word meé&to make knowmy word of mouth.” During Jesus’
earthly ministry, He manifested God’s name (i.gs ¢haracter) with His lips. The manifesting of the
“name” of God is an Old Testament theme (Ps 1182859:19; 66:19). Malachi prophesied with the
words of God Himself when He stated “My name shallreat among the Gentiles” (Mal 1:11). Have
you sought to make God’s name great with your I\Wfle it's important to manifest God with yourdif
it's equally necessary to manifest God with yopsliAre you following in Jesus’ sandals? Do peaple
your neighborhood, work, and school know that ye@rChristian? Have you clearly communicated this
so that there’s no doubt in anyone’s mind? Jesutersare that His disciples understood how to have a
relationship with God. He also emphasized how ttmyd come to understand God's character. Are you
all about manifesting and revealing the Lord?

Jesus viewed the disciples as those whom God had tp Him out of the world (cf. 6:37; 15:19), rast
those who had chosen to follow Him. Five times ia ptayer (17:2, 6 [twice], 9, 24), Jesus refers to
believers as those whom the Father has given®ihis viewpoint accounts for Jesus’ confidence as H
anticipates their future. They belong to God, dretefore, God will protect thefrSimilarly, God will
protect you if you belong to Him. It's all made pifde through God’s gracious gift. This is confimiria
the final phrase of 17:6: “they have kept Your wditd John’s gospel, when Jesus refers to His “wbrd
(plural), He is talking about His commands, but wikte refers to His “word” (singular) He is talking
about His gospél. Thus, Jesus is indicating that the disciples masponded to the gospalvhile the
disciples were often marked with selfishness amdtsightedness, they believed in Jesus Chridieis t
Savior from sin. While Jesus is certainly concerakdut your obedience in response to the gospdk He
first and foremost interested in whether or not iaue trusted in Him as your Savior. Today, havue yo
believed in Jesus Christ as your Savior from diyaui were to die today, do you know beyond the
shadow of a doubt that you would spend eterniti Wihrist? If there is any doubt in your mind, place
your faith in Jesus Christ alone today. Remembsuslevords, Finders keepers.” If you are found in
Him, you will be kept for all of eternity.



Jesus continues His prayer in 17:7-8ow they [the discipleshave come to know that everything

You [the Fatherhave given Me is from You'’ for the words which You gave Me | have given to
them; and they receivedhem and truly understood that | came forth from You, and they believed
that You sent Me.” There was much that the eleven disciples didri’'upelerstand, but they did believe
that Jesus had come from God and that His worde @ed’s words. Commendably, they accepted
Jesus’ teachings even though they didn’t underdtzer fully, and what they understood they believed
Like the disciples, do you and | “receive” and ‘iegk” God’s Word?

In 17:9-10, Jesus now explicitly begins His pragerthe disciples!l ask on their behalf; | do not ask
on behalf of the world, but of those whom You havgiven Me; for they are Yours; and all things
that are Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine; and Ihave been glorified in them.”Jesus makes it
clear that He is praying for His disciples, nottioe world in general. On the last night of Jesasthly
life, He focuses on praying for those who are velis. Too often we pray for unbelievers until they
accept Christ and then drop them from our prager Tihe point at which Christ and the disciples
intensively begin prayer, we tend to stplave you stopped praying for a believer you useatay for?
Is the Lord prompting you to pray for this persawce again? If so, please respond to His prompting.
There’s likely a reason that the Lord is bringihgstperson to your mind. He may choose to use your
prayers to take this person to the next level aftepl maturity.

Jesus also indicates in 17:10 that He has beernifigtf by His disciples. He is referring specifityato
the disciples’ initial faith in Him (cf. 2:11) aratlditional baby steps they have taken. Do you dously
consider Jesus’ desire to be glorified by your?lifdow can you seek to glorify Him more in your Hfas
a church, how can we prioritize the glory of JeSusist above all else?

In 17:11 Jesus declarésam no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and |
come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your namehe name which You have given Me, that they
may be one even as Ware.” In light of Jesus’ imminent departure, He praysHas disciples. The title
“Holy Father” appears only here in the Bible and i@minder that God is both pure and patéfmasus
prays that His disciples will be kept in God’s naimeancient times a “name” represented one’s chara
or reputation. This has some carry-over into modeiture. Perhaps your father or mother used to
admonish you to do nothing that would bring dishraahe family name. Your parent’s concern was
that your activities not detract from the familypuoation. Likewise, God has entrusted His reputatiio
Christ, who revealed it to the disciples. Now Jgmays that the disciples may be kept true to that
revelation. The purpose of this prayer is thatdiseiples might share a unity of spirit modelecathe
unity shared by the Father and the Son in the fjriiiHow is God’s reputation and character doing at
your school or work? Are you an answer to Jesusygn? Do you represent God well or does your life
send mixed messages?

Regardless, Jesus is committed to you. In 17:1prelgs,“While | was with them [the disciples]l was
keeping them in Your name which You have given Meand | guarded them and not one of them
perished but the son of perdition, so that the Sgpiture would be fulfilled.” Jesus makes it clear that
He kept and guarded His disciples’ salvation whigewas on earth. The only exception was Judas, “the
son of perdition,” who was an unbeliever. In 6:64 Jesus said, “Bate are some of you who do not
believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning whq there who did not believe, and who it was that
would betray Him.” This is made clear in 6:70 whéesus declares, “Did | Myself not choose you, the
twelve, andyet one of you is a devil?” Later in 13:10, Christ stidt Judas was not among those who
were clean. Again, in 18:9 He reiterates, “Of thad®m You have given Me | lost not one.” Although
Judas was certainly one of Jesus’ disciples, hemmalieved in Him as his Savior. Therefore, talriedo
this account a loss of salvation is fallaciousl$o contradicts Jesus’ own words that He did ose Einy
whom the Father had given Him.



Salvation for those who believe is secure becdissa free gift. The Lord didn't make the down pamh
for salvation and then expect you to keep up withihstallments. If you cannot be saved as a refult
your good works, you cannot lose your salvation essult of your bad works. Salvation is of God. He
desires to save those whom He has given to Churigtgft. It is inconceivable that any one of theith

be lost. Today, if you have wrestled with the agsae of your salvation, put your fears to rest caroed
for all. Trust in the promises of God’s Word. Jedaslares, Finders keepers.”

In 17:13, Jesus gives the reason that He praye tiresit truths:But now | come to You[Father] and
these things® | speak in the world so that they may have My joynade full in themselves.”Jesus
wants His disciples to experience full joy onceletves. Just knowing that Jesus had kept them dhd w
continue to keep them ought to facilitate joy. Dtespromise of eternal life cause joy to well uithin
you? Despite the challenges in your life, are yitbedfwith Jesus’ joy?

Jennifer Rennie and Tasneem Torres are two ladliegrichurch who are filled with joy. Both of these
ladies trusted in Christ as adults. Their livesevexdically changed. Consequently, they have jatith
infectious. | suspect that those people who bedBhrestians as adults (like the original discipleaye

an easier time being on fire for Christ. Perhapy tire more aware of their sin since they livedhouit
Christ throughout their teen and young adult yedie/be they are more grateful for Christ's savinurkv
because it is new and fresh to them. Whateverghson, those of us with childhood conversions shoul
let their joy rub off on us. We must seek to sundourselves with baby Christians. Their joy wilbpe

to be infectious and will spread to the rest ofc¢harch family.

Jesus continues His prayer in 17:14-16 where Hg 4ayave given them the disciples]your word;
and the world has hated them, because they are not the world, even as | am not of the world. | do
not ask You to take them out of the world, but to kep them from the evilone. They are not of the
world, even as | am not of the world.”Jesus gives the disciples God’s Word, and the waatds them.
The world hates Christians because we do not stijpir agenda. Instead, we follow Christ and His
kingdom agenda. This quickly creates enemies! iY&t,nteresting to note that Jesus doesn't phay t
disciples be exempted from evil. That prayer wit be answered until we receive glorified bodied an
are in heaven. It's significant that Moses, Elijahd Jonah all prayed to be taken out of the wdddljn
no case was the request grarifetihe goal is not isolation, but insulation. Jestay/p that His disciples
may be kept from the influence of the evil dhe.

In 17:17, Jesus utters a classic verse on the @iytbdthe Scriptures‘Sanctify*® them in the truth;

Your word is truth.” In this context, “to sanctify”"Hagiazo) means: “to set apart for God's service.”
The Word is the sphere by and in which believeessanctified. With the mind wearn God's truth
through the Word. With the heart, \Wwave God'’s truth, His Son (14:6). With the will we yieid the

Spirit (of truth, cf. 14:17; 16:13) arde God'’s truth day by day. It takes all three for &éabaed
experience of sanctificatidil.The Bible is the truth—the whole truth and nothing the truth! You
cannot grow without a regular diet of Scripturethié only biblical “meal,” you get is on Sunday
not growing. Newborn babies don't take six-day ksslaetween meals. In fact most newborns don't even
take three-hour breaks between meals. There ateof Christians who start off with a real growthust
because they are so hungry for the Word. They ggt’enough of it fast enough. But then as timesgoe
on, their biblical “feeding schedule” gets off basa the Word becomes a convenient extra in thesli
They begin to get spiritually weak because thew'agetting enough nourishment for their souls. So
what do you do if you've lost your appetite for tBeripture? If you've lost your taste for the Wenali
need to force-feed yourself for a while. That's Wi hospital does when, for whatever reason, you
can'’t eat on your own. The doctors put a tube yato directly. In a sense, they force you to eatabee
they know you won't get better without nutritiono@knows you won't grow or get better without the
Word. Spiritually, many of us are losing weighttthee can't afford to lose. We are spiritually enzded,
because we have not been feeding on the Word régula



We must never underestimate the value of simplgingeour Bibles. Charles Spurgeon said, “I can find
ten men who will die for the Bible for every oneawvill read it!"° Because the Bible is spiritual
nutrition, we can be fed just by reading it, whetie think we're getting anything or not. The Wasd
like taking vitamins. You may not feel an immedibtnefit when you take a handful of vitamins; yet,
when you take them consistently, the invisible witily do inside your body is staggerfiig.

Unfortunately, it's all too easy to fill up on phgal and spiritual “junk food.” I'm a cold cereal
aficionado. | like cold cereal because it is quieksy, and tasty. | will sometimes eat cold cettwale
times a day! | typically crave sugar sweetenedaier@.g., Cocoa Pebbles, Lucky Charms), but om¢ bo
never satisfies me. | go after a second bowl, antktimes even a third bowl. The reason is simple:
There’s little or no lasting nutrition in the celeheat. Spiritually speaking, it's all too easyfill up on
sports, television, music, social networking, halsbiwork, or maybe even pornography. Yet, God will
not allow you to be satisfied with any of theseditbtes. He has designed you to only be satisfig

His Word.

Today, will you become a student of the Word? loemage you to read the Bible daily. Begin at the
beginning of a book and read it all the way thraugfiart with the gospel of John or the book of Rosna
Pray that the Lord reveals Himself to you in a pdulevay. Read with a pencil and underline the gjsin
God will teach you. Then after you have underlinsgisure to obey. It's really that simple. Don'’t péf
this discipline another day. Ask the Lord to chagger life from the inside out today.

The mission aspect of Jesus’ words is clearly g@éi:18—-19"As You sent Me into the world, | also
have sent them into the world. For their sakes | gactify Myself, that they themselves also may be
sanctified in truth.” The key phrase in these verses is: “into the wb8dnctification in John’s gospel is
always for a missioff: Sanctification’s mission is to bring truth, liglaind salvation to the world. In 3:17,
the Father sent Jesus into the world, so Jesusands the disciples into the world to continue His
mission after His departure. They are, in a sdmsiag commissioned. When Jesus speaks of sangtifyin
Himself on behalf of the disciples (17:19) the miegrnis closer to the consecration of a sacrifiaigimal
(Deut 15:19). Jesus is “setting Himself apart” (8&€1') to do the Father’s will, that is, to go t@tbross
on the disciples’ behaff Jesus is the perfect example of a sanctified pet$e devoted Himself
completely and consistently to God'’s will for Hifffairoughout His entire life, in every attitude,
culminating in His death, Jesus lived for God. &nty, the disciples should see their purposedivorg

as not their own, but shaped by God’s missionHent**

The great evangelist D.L. Moody stopped a strangerday on the street and asked him, “Are you a
Christian?” The man was put off by the questiomhe®aid, “Mind your own business!” Moody said,
“This is my business!” The man looked to him anidl,s& hen you must be Moody.” Wouldn't it be great
to be known as “the person whose business is vgitmg®’ This is your busine$s.

Are you accomplishing God’s mission for your lif&fe you looking forward or looking back in your
life? Are you focusing on your potential or yousspailure? Perhaps you're drowning in your past
failures. Your divorce continues to haunt you. Tdek of time you spent with your kids when they aver
growing up grieves you. Maybe you deeply regretryebellious years away from the Lord. | encourage
you to put a sign on your mirror that says: “Gooke at where He wants to take you, not where yoe ha
already been.” Let go of the past and look aheasllid says,Finders keepers.” He has found you and

will keep you.
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Study Questions

1.

When did [ first believe in Christ (17:6)? Sincattime would Jesus characterize me as one whkdmdis
Word? If so, how have | specifically obeyed Him? &itand where have | failed? What can | do abog®thi
Who can help me grow spiritually?

How can | live in the world but not adopt the wdsldtandards (17:11a, 13—16)? What does this spaityf
look like in my life? In what areas will this bergaularly difficult? What can | do to ensure thdive for
Christ at work, school, and in my neighborhood?

To what degree do | experience joy (17:13)? Howlditlwose who know me best characterize my life? M/ou
they say | have full joy? Why or why not? This weekat can | do to exude Jesus’ joy? Who do | kitioat
serves as a wonderful example of joy? What caarhléom this person?

Am | sanctified in God’s truth (17:17)? What eviderleads to this conclusion? How have | grown inl'6o
Word in the last year? What can | do to grow furtihehis next year? Have | written down any spedajbals
related to Bible study?

What is my life mission (17:18)? How am | currerfiifilling it? What progress have | made in my gpenal
mission? What goals have | achieved this year? Wasohad the greatest impact in helping me fulidiste
goals? Have | expressed gratitude to this person?
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