“Moment By Moment” (John 15:1-11)

My wife Lori enjoys gardening. Over the years, Bas planted all kinds of fruits and vegetablesaAs
observer, | can tell you there is a science anararo what she does. She must cultivate the @aiht the
seeds, and nurture the crops. Yet, no matter hdihbeg does, she can lose a crop to spring rdias tot
the seed, slugs that eat new shoots, and deatdhatir everything. She may even lose a crop bea#Huse
a sudden burst of extreme heat. (I know this ceamsgnlikely in Washington State, but it does happen
On account of all of these variables, Lori nevenws whether her garden will be fruitful or not.

Do you ever feel this way in your daily life? Yowsk hard at your job, yet there’s no guarantee ybat
will succeed. You may get demoted or even lose jaturYou work hard at being a godly spouse, yet
your marriage is mediocre or filled with grief. Yawork hard at raising godly children, yet your dnén
are lukewarm or even rebellious. You work hardatryministry, yet you always lack volunteers on fee
discouraged. You work hard with your finances, yeyr portfolio may still plummet or the American
dollar may become worthless. You work hard to gtaysically fit, yet there is no guarantee that Yidae
able to keep the weight off or avoid cancer or Padn’s. These scenarios can all be incredibly
discouraging. Wouldn't it be nice to have a guagandf success in your life? Wouldn't it be great to
know that there’s at least one area that you cantan?

In John 15:1-11, Jesus states that if you abitrimyou’ll experience spiritual success. It's guaeed!

So the only pursuit in your life that is guarantetbé only area that you can truly count on is your
relationship with Jesus Christ. Fortunately, there greater measure of success than to succeee ivhe
matters most. In these eleven verses, Jesus tedishdisciples the spiritual art of fruit bearinghich is

the purpose of our earthly existence and the difinof spiritual successThe key to fruit bearing is
found in the theme of abiding in Jesus. In thistexi) “abide” means to stay, remain, or continuthwi
Jesug.Back in 1982 when | was eleven years old, oneyfaworite songs was “Should | Stay or Should
| Go” by a punk band called The Clash. This sorgjtdeith the pros and cons of remaining in a roritant
relationship. In John 15, Jesus beat The Claghetptinch lineBe sure to stay as you .da other words,
you and | must go and be Jesus’ disciples, but wet miso stay in fellowship with Him at all times.

Jesus is in the final evening of His life. He has sharing with His disciples what matters mostito.
Jesus and His disciples are walking by torch lightard the garden of Gethsemane (cf. 14:31). Jesus
most likely leads His disciples into a vineyardsige the city walls. There, Jesus pauses and ‘ays,’
the true vine” (15:1a). Notice He doesn't say, “I aairue vine.” He says, “| arthetrue vine.” Jesus is
saying there is only one true vine. You can't cleogsur vintage. It's not a wine tasting to see \whic
variety you prefef.Jesus often used a grapevine to describe thenraitisrael’ The Old Testament
writers also used the term “vine” to describe IkPa&ut it was used to denote her sinfulness, not her
fruitfulness. They were sour grapes. Here, Jeses the figure of the vine to remind Israel of hastp
failures and to indicate that He is the one faithdtaelite—the “true vine”In contrast to Israel, Jesus is
saying: | will be the one true source of rich aegjpl blessing.

In keeping with the viticulture (i.e., grape grog)mmetaphor, Jesus rightly assumes that no virle wil
produce good fruit unless someone competent carés §o Jesus stately Father is the

vinedresser® (15:1b). The original disciples, and you and kéthe world’s greatest vinedresser—God
the Father. He's the one who cares for vines tteat@annected to Jesus. In John's gospel, Jesesés n
portrayed as independent from His Father; ratherfFather and Son are always cooperating with one
another in every activity (cf. 5:19-23). If thistige of Jesus, the Son of God, how much more solgdh
this be true of you and me? In the various aregsuwf life, are you dependent upon God the Fathdr a
God the Son? Who is in control of your family redaships, your ministry, your work, your healthdan
your finances? Who bears the overall responsilfilitytheir success or failure?



In 15:2a Jesus sayEvery branch in Me that does not bear fruit [i.e., have love for other believers]
He takes away."Jesus’ disciples are branches connected to the Vine” and cared for by the master
“vinedresser.” The phrase “in Me” is used sixteiemes in John’s gospél.In each case it refers to a life
of fellowship or a unity of purposeé.n John’s gospel a person “in Me [Christ]” is ajsaa Christiart?
This also finds support in the fact that the brascbf a vine share the life of the vine. Jesupésking of
a Christian who is in fellowship with Him who istyet producing fruit® This may refer to a new
convert or an immature or struggling believer. hy aase, Jesus says that God “takes away” or tftits
(NIV) every branch that doesn’t bear fruit. The €tevord translated “takes awaydifo) can also be
translated “lifts up.** Since the focus here is fruit bearing, the remdgtiifts up” is preferred?

It is important to understand that Jesus is tegcHis disciples in the spring when vinedressersadidt

He describes in this ver§&Even today, if you go to any vineyard, you'll figdapes tied to poles or
posts called trellises. If the vinedresser doedm this the grapes may be stepped on and smasied in
grape juice! A good vinedresser will prop the vingsso that they can receive the maximum amount of
sunlight possible. The vinedresser does not “cayd\contrary to the NIV) a vine because it hasnuit
but gently lifts it up to sun so it has an oppoityito bear fruit in the futuré’ In the same way, God’s
first step is not judgment but encouragement. Gmberages new believers. He answers prayers. He
performs miracles. He brings someone or somethmittgtheir lives to lift them up.

Jesus now mentions another type of branch, onélibats fruit” (15:2b). Jesus explains that God
“prunes” this fruit-bearing branctso that it may bear more fruit.” It is important to recognize that
there are two different types of pruning: the spimuning, which takes place here, is for cleaning
purposes. The fall pruning that takes place aftergrapes have been harvested will be discussEsién
They are not synonymous. The word for “pruning”dubere ikathairg® from which we get the English
word “catharsis.” It means to cleanse. As it redateviticulture, it describes cleansing the braoth
insects, diseases, and parasites. This would resrethe ancient equivalent of using insecticidess a
done today? This pruning also includes cleaning or pinchinglittfe “sucker shoots” from the branch—
sprigs that draw away resources from the producifdig, juicy grape$’ Left to itself, the branch will
favor more leafy growth over more fruit, so theadnesser has to prune or clean away unnecessary
shoots and extraneous growth to promote even greattulness.

What does this pruning represent in the life oebelver? | believe the bugs, diseases, and unwanted
sprigs represent things like bad habits, wrongkihiy unimportant activities, and lesser priorities
anything that distracts us from being completelytful, anything that hinders us from loving othéns
the fullest, the way Christ loved us. As we abid¢hie Vine, the Vinedresser removes these thirags fr
our lives to promote more fruit. Maybe you're taaslg. In fact, maybe your busyness is veiled
selfishness. Maybe you're packing your schedulé sitcially acceptable things that make you look
good, all the while avoiding the harder work ofilay others who are difficult to love, like your s or
your children, or fellow believers in your churanfily. Maybe your busyness must be pruned. Maybe
you've got a secret. Maybe you've been nursingcaegesin. Maybe it involves substance abuse, or
compulsive spending, or pornography on the intetalbe it needs to be removed from your life.
Maybe it's a selfish drive for control in your miage. Perhaps it's neglect of leadership or runfiogn
conflict. Maybe it's excessive time spent on thitigst count for nothing. Maybe it's laziness oraal b
attitude. The Vinedresser may want to prune anytaurof things from your life.

In 15:3, Jesus reminds His discipl&gpu are already clean[katharos cf. 15:2]because of the word
which | have spoken to you."Jesus is reiterating to His disciples that “thedidte spoke to them in
chapters 13-14 cleansed them for fruit bearing.dibeples are spiritual clean, and they are raady
produce fruit. Jesus is optimistically calling thésra task. If you get a new job, you don't sit aoand
say, “Ah, I'm so glad that | have a job.” That's @vhthe work really begins. In the same way you have
been made clean to bear fruit.



Jesus continues His emphasis on fruit bearing baks how to abide in 15:4-%bide in Me, and | in
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unles it abides in the vine, so neitheranyou unless
you abide in Me. | am the vine, you are the branche he who abides in Me and | in him, he bears
much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.”* In 15:4-10, the word “abide’hfenq is used ten
times in seven verses. Jesus’ first use of the ‘adriole” (15:4) is an imperative. He doesn’t assuhae
His disciples are abiding, so He commands thenbitdea The act of abiding is not true of every
believer®?it's also not true of every believer all the tirifée can earn a living, raise a family, and
practice generosity without abiding. It's possitigpastor a church or serve without abiding. Wetmus
recognize that there's a difference between workfauit. It's possible to perform a lot of work f@hrist
that isn’t necessarily fruitful. It's also possititedo many things without Christ. It's possibledim many
thingsfor Christ. However, anything of lasting value can dodydonehroughChrist, by abiding in Him.
This is why Jesus says we're not called upon tdyxe fruit, but simply to bear it. Bearing fruitds
natural outcome of being in Christ and letting Hive His life through us. Notice the progressioonfr
“fruit” (15:2) to “more fruit” (15:2) to “much frui’ (15:5). That's what God wants from us. A detached
branch in the physical or spiritual realm can’elien its ownBe sure to stay as you.go

Maybe your life is filled with stress. You're a tesger living in a dysfunctional home and you capém
to find a safe haven. Or you may be a mother upetceeyeballs in children. You need a break, but you
can't seem to find one. Perhaps you're performainisen and all you want to do is work and perform.
Maybe you're independent and it's hard for youdly on anyone. Regardless, if you want fruit thalt w
last for all of eternity, you must abide in Chrithat’s the primary reason unbelievers don't come t
Christ for salvation? They don't recognize theiedeWhat's the primary reason believers don't cbmne
Christ for sanctification? Exactly the same reas@re-don’t recognize our need. When we read our
Bibles without bothering to ask for God’s enlightgent, we don’t recognize our need. When we make
plans and decisions without genuinely waiting tarifeom God, we don’t recognize our need. Pray that
the Lord will help you to abide in Jesi&e sure to stay as you.go

In 15:6, Jesus mentions the consequences of mtihgbilf anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown
away as a branch and dries up; and they gather themand cast them into the fire and they are
burned.” In order to understand what Jesus is getting &, lyeu have to remember that this entire
passage is filled with figures of speech. Jesudbas speaking metaphorically (e.g., vine, branches
fruit), so it's not necessary to interpret ternke Ifthrown away,” “fire,” or “burned® as referring to
hell.?* A branch that doesn’t remain attached to the wiitieers, and out of necessity, is thrown away.
Grapevines, in contrast to other types of wood,tdmve many uses. Their total value is that thery c
produce grapes. Vines don't yield timber from whpgople can make other things (Ezek 15). They are
good for either bearing or burning, but not forltumig. Similarly, a Christian who loses contacttwit
Christ becomes useless and fruitl&d$. offered you a chewed up piece of gum that badn sitting out
for several days or weeks, would you chew it? Ngbl touched it at all, you would throw it intoeth
nearest wastebasket! It would be dry, hard, anaflass, not to mention, gross. Jesus is sayingehe
same thing about believers who don’t abide in H¥iour purpose in life is to bear fruit. It's not éarn a
decent living. It's not to be a happy. It's to abid Christ and bear fruit. As far as God is conedr
there’s no reason for you to live, except to besait.fIf you're not fruitful, you are useless torklf® He
might as well just take you to heaven right nowt Bstead of doing that, He brings divine disciplin
upon useless believers. Fire is a common symhbleiBible for God'’s temporal judgment on His
people’’ God lights a match under us and begins to bumitisfiery trials. His purpose is to draw us
back to the vine. He may use depression, lonelirmessfinancial trouble. We think we're just unlyck
when in truth, God is the one burning us. God mall let the fire go out until we reattach ourseliethe
vine. God takes His relationship with us very saslg, so when we stop abiding or pursuing intimacy
with Him, He will do whatever it takes to get ottestion, and it could get hot. When | was growiny
and | misbehaved, my Dad used to tell me, “I'm gdio heat up your backside.” Although it did fekeél
fire, the point that my father was trying to makasvhe was going to discipline rffe.



In addition to temporal judgment, Jesus will judigdievers in eternity. John 15:6 and 1 Cor 3:1Hibot
use “fire” in connection with the judgment of bekes?® Believers who do not abide in Christ or build
well on the foundation of Christ will suffer loséreward at the judgment seat of Christ. Thus,atters
in this life and the life to come whether or notiyabide in ChristBe sure to stay as you.go

In 15:7-11, we'll discover four benefits of abidiimgJesus.

Perfect prayer (15:7)Jesus sayslif you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you."Jesus is not offering a blank check for
answered prayer. It is conditioned upon abidingiim. The verb “ask” is an imperative. Jesus is
not encouraging us to pray, He is commanding ysdg. The one who abides in Christ and His
words will naturally pray the kind of prayer thatin line with God’s will. The context suggests
that the prayers should pertain to fruit bearingd glorifying the Father. If you abide, then you
can ask! It's not the other way around. God givesdtiswers to those Christians who are
abiding!

54% of Christian students surveyed confessed tgléeéng important areas of their life” due to
spending too much time on social media sité¢ot long ago, young people were glued to their
computer screens, checking e-mails and online gai®sg e-mail is the new snail-mail, and few
teenagers bother with it. It's all about cell phenexting, tweeting, and instant

messaging. Studies show that the average teenags and receives over 2,270 text messages a
month. What if we had a relationship like that witlr Bibles? If we stayed in touch with God’s
Word as frequently and tenaciously as we text andh base with our friends, we'd have a much
healthier spiritual life and a stronger grasp &f Bible. The best texting is studying the biblical
text® Today, will you recommit yourself to studying GedVord and ensuring that you are
abiding in Christ? Will you make Jesus the priotitat He yearns to be? If so, you may see Him
provide you some of the answers and assistancgdhate been longing for.

Proven discipleship (15:8)Jesus saysMy Father is glorified by this, that you bear much

fruit, and soprove to be My disciples."The phrase translateddprove to be” is only one
word—"become” ginoma). In producing fruit we're becoming Christ's diglgs to an even
greater degree (8:31-32). To glorify God is to sttim off and make Him look good. The

“fruit” in this context refers to our love for obrothers and sisters. This is seen in the phrage “b
this” in 13:35 and 15:& We prove to be Jesus’ disciples when we love e#tuér.

Bearing fruit by loving believers is something tlyati can do the rest of your life. | have always
thought golf and tennis are great sports. Whate labout both of these sports is that you can
play them all of your life. I've also observed timaany times older folks can spank the younger
generation in these sports. I've seen seventyykaz old obese men beat younger men at tennis.
| know men in their eighties who are still golfing a storm. It's not necessarily about raw skill
and athletic ability; it's experience that cour@ad wants you to take your spiritual experience in
Christ and depend upon Him for everything. He waots best years to be future. How will you
show love to the body of Christ?

Unlimited love (15:9-10)Jesus say$Jjust as the Father has loved Me, | have also lovegu;
abide in My love. If you keep My commandments, yowill abide in My love; just as | have

kept My Father’'s commandments and abide in His lové Jesus has provided us a visual aid of
what it means to abide—He loved the original diespand He loves you and me today. Here we
come to the best definition of what it means talabin the Bible—obey Jesus’ commands!
There’s no abiding apart from obedience (cf. 142115,23).



« Fulljoy (15:11)3* Jesus concludes with these amazing wdftisese things | have spoken to
you so that My joy may be in you, andhat your joy may be made full.” Happiness is the
result of happenings; joy is the result of Jesog.id an inner contentment despite one’s outer
circumstances. Joy isn't primarily an emotionsiticonviction. It is the inner contentment of the
soul that is actively responding to Jesus CAti€L.K. Chesterton called this “the gigantic secret
of the Christian.® It's important to see that joy is from Jesus, smnething we have to try to
drum up ourselves. Someone says, “l can't find’jdgsus says: My joy is available to you, and it
will make your joy full. So don’t go looking for yo look for Jesus. Joy is found in obeying Him
and bearing much fruit. If you've got “Jesus joggtify your face. You may be thinking today:
There’s a difference between happiness and joydsa’t have to walk around with a happy
face. | can just be my miserable self. No, no,Jesus joy ought to affect your face and body.
Regardless of your circumstances, you can havdfjdgsus could have joy as He endured the
cross (Heb 12:2), you too can have joy in the nidigtvery circumstance in your life.

Today, Jesus wants you to recommit yourself toalsidHdim. He desires a moment by moment
relationship with you. Will you submit yourself kim? Will you say, “Jesus, I'm inadequate,
incompetent, inferior, and insufficient for eveagk. | can't. You can. Please help!” When you oatlto
Jesus like this, He shows up in your life in a nygliay. Be sure to stay as you.go



Scripture References
John 15:1-11

John 6:37-40; 10:28-29
John 8:31-32; 15:10
Luke 6:43-44

1 Corinthians 3:15

2 Timothy 2:11-13
Hebrews 12:4-11

Study Questions

1.

How has God “lifted me” up to bear fruit (15:2)? what points in my Christian life have | struggtedoear
fruit? Why were these seasons so difficult? How@at eventually enable me to bear more fruit? V¢hatl
learn from these situations to ensure that | rerfraitful in the future?

What does it mean to be “clean” (15:3) in relatiomy sin? Am | confident in my salvation? Why dnywnot?
Why is Jesus’ “word” so important to my salvatidia@w have | worked through doubts regarding my own
salvation? What would I tell a Christian who isugigling with his or her own assurance? What Scrgstu
would | use to explain assurance and eternal gg@uri

What does it mean to “abide” in Christ (15:4-5)2\Huave | been able to abide? Do | really beliewa gpart
from Jesus | can do nothing? Why is it so easyetedif-reliant? How can | cultivate greater depeogaipon
Jesus?

How has God disciplined me in the course of my §&fam life (15:6)? How did I initially respond taisH
chastening? What have | learned from God’s disuipdj hand? How would | explain God’s discipline to
others? Read Hebrews 12:4-11 and 1 Corinthiang432

Which of the abiding blessings (15:7-11) have hmaticularly meaningful to me? In what area hageolwn
the most? Where do | need the most improvement? dgHdknow who exudes this abiding blessing (gay.,
15:11)? Will | ask this person to help me growtiistdiscipline?



Notes

! It is important to recognize that Jesus is noresking unbelievers or even a mixed audience. $fgaking to
those who have already believed in Him (see Jobh)2The context, therefore, is service rather geamation.

2 See also BDAG s.\menol: “remain, stay.”

% This is the last of Jesus’ seven “I am” statemént®hn’s gospel. In each of these statementasJ#aims to be
God. In 6:35 Jesus told hungry people, “I am theabrof life.” In 8:12, Jesus told people in thekdass of their
sin, “I am the light of the world.” In 10:7, 11, Held people who were lost and leaderless, “I aendbor of the
sheep and | am the Good shepherd.” In 11:25, Hetlhalse at the grave of Lazarus, “I am the restioeand the
life.” In 14:6, He told His fearful disciples whoere unsure of their future, “I am the way, andttiéh, and the life;
no one comes to the Father but through Me.”

* The word “true” élethinog is emphasized throughout John’s gospel (see 138; 3:23, 37; 5:31-32; 6:32, 55;
7:18, 28; 8:13-17, 26; 10:41; 17:3; 19:35; 21:24).

® Cf. Matt 20:1-16; 21:23-41; Mark 12:1-9; Luke 13620:9-16.

® See Ps 89:9-16; Isa 5:1-7; 27:2; Jer 2:21; 1E26k 15:1-8; 17:1-21; 19:10-14; Hos 10:1-2. Cf.t1\@t1-16;
21:23-41; Mark 12:1-9; Luke 13:6-9; 20:9-16.

"See D. A. Carsofi;he Gospel According to JohRillar New Testament Commentary (Grand RapidsdiBans,
1991), 513; Leon MorrisThe Gospel According to JohRevised edition. New International Commentary o t
New Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995), 593.

8 The NIV translategeogrosas “farmer.” This is what the word means but is ttontext, “vinedresser” is the
preferred translation.

® The word “fruit” (karpog occurs six times in John 15:2—8 (15:2 [thrice]548).Karposalso occurs in 15:16
(twice). However, John only uses it elsewhere tmJ:36; 12:24; and Rev 18:14; 22:2 (twice). Thiseg us a clue
to the theme of this text. See S. Lewis Johnson;Abiding in Christ: An Exposition of John 15:141 Emmaus
Journal4.2 (Win 1995), 143. In the Nkarposis often used rather specifically. It can refer(ig literal
fruit/vegetation (Rev 22:2), (2) a human offspriihgke 1:42), (3) the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:223), (4) new
converts (John 4:35-38), (5) financial giving (R&28), or (6) a praise offering (Heb 13:15). Ihdd.5, it seems
natural to understand “fruit” as our love for bebes (cf. John 13:34-35).

10 Cf. John 6:56; 10:38; 14:10 (twice), 11, 20, 38:21 4 (twice), 5, 6, 7; 16:33; 17:21, 23. Othanrtlihe first
occurrence (15:2), the verbenoalways accompanies it. Thus the phrase “abideeh décurs five times.

M This is somewhat different from Paul’'s emphasi$il&/Paul did occasionally use the phrase “in Gh(isot “in
Me”") in this way, he more often used it in a foriersense to refer to the believer's position ini§hfe.g., 2 Cor
5:17; Eph 1:7) or to organic membership in Chribtsly (e.g., 1 Cor 12:13). John, however, neved tise phrase
in that way. For him, to be “in Christ” meant toimecommunion with Him. Gary Derickson and Earl Rether,
TheDisciplemaker(Salem, OR: Charis, 2001), 158.

2 The Greek prepositioenis used “to designate a close personal relatibmefers to a sphere within which some
action occurs. So to abide “in” Christ means toagmnin close relationship to Him.

13 Jesus taught that some believers in Him don’t breiétr(cf. Luke 8:14). Fruit bearing is the normhlt not the
inevitable consequence of having divine life. Tiisrue of grapevines too. Grapevines have branittzdear
fruit, but they must also have branches that ptésbear no fruit but which are growing strongertsat they will
bear fruit in the future. There can be genuinewifhout fruit in a vine, and there can be in ai€tien as well. The
NT teaches that God affects many positional chaimgtree life of every person who trusts in JesuSagor. Fruit
is what a plant produces on the outside that gibeple can see and benefit from. It is the visislielence of an
inner working power.

% |Interestingly, BDAG provides six possible categerdf meaning foairo. The first option is: “to raise to a higher
place or positionljft up, take up, pick up(see BDAG s.vairo 1). Dillow notes thahiro is used this way in at least
eight of its twenty—six occurrences in John’'s gb¢ps8—12 [five times]; 8:59; 10:18, 24). See aldatt 14:20;
27:32; John 1:29. See Joseph C. Dillow, “AbidingREsmaining in Fellowship: Another Look at John &l
Bibliotheca Sacrd 47:585 (January-March 1990): 50.

!5 Harrison states that fallen vines were lifted iptsition with meticulous care and allowed to h&aK. Harrison,
s.v. “Vine,” in The International Standard Bible Encyclopeavols. Revised ed. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986)
4:986. James M. Boicdhe Gospel of Joh(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1978), 4:227-28. Johnhdll, the founder
and beloved teacher of Multhomah University (myaimatre), wrote, “Many expositors believe verseeans the
Lord takes the branch away in judgment. | do neeptthis...The primary meaning of the Greek hefigise
up,’ not ‘to take away.’ Verse two should read thiey, ‘Every branch in Me that does not bear fHgtraises up.’
What is the purpose of the husbandman? He goesghtie vineyard looking for fruit. But here is@ibch on the



ground, not bearing any fruit. What does he do?itaff? No. He raises it up, so the sun can shipen it, and the
air can get to it. Then it will bear fruit. Somer@@ians don'’t bear fruit. What's the matter wittem? They need to
have the Son shining on them. When a believerti®biellowship with God and is occupied with therntgs of the
world, he is not bearing fruit. The husbandman ncoste along and lift the branch, raising it up anidging the
individual believer back into fellowship in ordérat he or she might bear fruit. God’s purpose igdiher fruit, not
render judgment.” John G. Mitchefn Everlasting Lov¢Portland: Multhomah, 1982), 286-87.

16 See Gary W. Derickson, “Viticulture and John 1%:1-Bibliotheca Sacrd 53:609 (January-March 1996): 34-52.
" Morris writes, “We should be clear that Jesusaietreferring to conditions of fruitfulness, notet@rnal
salvation. We should not understand the passageém that God will remove from the number of theegathose
who are not fruitful. Eternal security is not beitigcussed here (see, rather, 10:28-29). Jesai&iirsgt about the
saved and about what will happen in order that thay be the most effective servants they can bechLMorris,
Expository Reflections on the Gospelohn(Grand Rapids: Baker, 1988), 516.

18 Most scholars believe that there is a play on wdaretweeriro andkathairo (John 15:2). E.g., Carsofihe
Gospel According to Johi315; Andreas J. Kdstenbergdohn Baker Exegetical Commentary (Grand Rapids:
Baker Academic, 2004), 450.

19 Boice, The Gospel of Joha:228.

20 Radmacher & Dericksof;he Disciplemakerl55.

2 There is a strong double negative in John 15:3hefGreek text: “Apart from Me you can do nothing
(ou...oudep”

#2 Earlier, Jesus had presented abiding in Him (irtrest to departing from) as a real possibility s believing
disciples (cf. John 8:31-32; 15:10). He did notadpef abiding as the inevitable condition of bedies; Jesus
described His relationship with believers as markess intimate depending on their love and obemid¢n Him
(14:23-24).

% The verb that is used in John 15:6 to expreséuheing is not the strong intensive verb, but akeeane. There
are two words for burning that are found in the Nfie, the verlxaio and the othekatakaio The second is an
intensive word; it is not the word found here.

24 «Eire” (pur) is quite often used figuratively in the NT (e ggm 12:20; Jas 3:6; 1 Pet 1:7; Jude 23).

% Jesus used similar terminology when He spokestéless salt that “is no longer good for anythgept to be
thrown out and trampled under foot by men” (Matt3):

% Erwin Lutzer,How to Have a Whole Heart in a Broken WofWlheaton, IL: Victor, 1987), 68.

2TE.g., Gen 19:26; Lev 10:2; Num 11:1; Deut 4:23484;5:24; 9:19; Ezek 15:1-8; 1 Cor 3:10-15; H&b-8;
10:27; 12:28-29; Jude 23.

% Tony Evansjotally SavedChicago: Moody, 2000), 265.

2 Surprisingly, Boice writes, “Burning is not alwaysed of hell, as the passage in 1 Corinthianstabotks [1
Cor 3:10-15] proves. And it is its association vtttk destruction of useless works rather than thighoss of
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