“The Scandal of Christianity” (John 14:6)

What is the mother of all politically incorrect sgments? Are you ready? Here it is: “Jesus Christ
is the only way to God.” Even the mere hint of thisiclusion causes most Americans to cringe
and shudder. Many Americans become irate ovedgttaration. They will spew forth
accusations such as “intolerant,” narrow-mindedytdgant,” “hateful,” and “bigot.” It quickly
becomes apparent that the greatest atrocity iry®dalture is not theft, rape, or murder. It is
intolerance. People are willing to tolerate anywgeint, except one that claims to be uniquely
true. Today, a scant 12% of Americans claim their treligion is the only true faith.

It should not be surprising that unbelievers reggolute truth along with the claim that Jesus
Christ is the only way to God. What is shockinghiat a 2008 poll of 35,000 Americans showed
that “57% of evangelical church attenders said thedieved many religions can lead to eternal
life.”? Now, this is disturbing! It's not even a foregaanclusion in evangelical churches that
Jesus Christ is the only way to God. Is it any warthat most of our churches are so anemic?
Seriously, if Jesus is just one of many possibl#ap, it should be no surprise that Christians
aren’t sharing their faith. Why bother? We don'véao sweat sharing the gospel with our
neighbors, coworkers, classmates, friends, andyafrtiey can just believe in “God” or in some
other worldview and be saved.

But what does the New Testament actually say ab@f In John 14:1-6, Jesus informs His
disciples that He must go away and prepare a fisiceem through His death, resurrection, and
ascension. Jesus assures His men that they knore Weeis going. But Thomas objects, “Lord,
we do not know where You are going, how do we ktteevwway?” Then in 14:6, Jesus declares
the mother of all politically incorrect statemerftsam the way, and the truth, and the life; no
one comes to the Father but through Me2This statement could be called “the singular
solution.” Here, Jesus props Himself up and drdigdia competition. Notice the definite article
“the.” Jesus doesn'’t say, “l am a way, and a tratfd a life.” He insists, “I arthe way, andhe
truth, ancthe life.” But Jesus is not only saying He’s the wayheaven, He's also saying He's
theonly way, that you can’t get there any other way, beedlsy all fall short. You can’t get
there by being good. You can't get there by bealigious. You can't get there by being sincere.
You can't get there by ceremony or knowledge oiigreg. There’s no other way than through
Him. In John 14:6, Jesus doesn’t merely point thg,wie is the Way. Jesus does not just teach
us truth, He is the Truth. He does not represeatamenue to life, He is the Life. This is an
exclusive claim that cannot be compromised. In edwihhe human quest for God ends in Jesus
Christ? There | said it. Now, you can call me an intoléraarrow-minded bigot.

John 14:6 is more than sufficient to prove the pthiat Jesus claimed to be God, but one could
ask, “What about the rest of the New Testament?Adts 4:12, Peter, the one who denied Jesus
several days earlier tells the Jewish leaders: “#ede is salvation in no one else; for there is no
other name under heaven that has been given amemdynwvhich we must be saved.” Now that
is an exclusive claim! Peter uses phraseology‘likeone” and “no other name.” Clearly, Peter
believes that Jesus Christ is the only way to God. Tim 2:5-6, Paul writes, “For there is one
God,and one mediator [i.e., bridge] also between God and, the man Christ Jesus, who gave
Himself as a ransom [i.e., the exchange pricehlipithe testimongiven at the proper time.”

Paul also believes that the only way humanity careha relationship with God is through Jesus.
Finally, in Matt 7:13-14, Jesus declares, “Enteotigh the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and
the way is broad that leads to destruction, andtthee many who enter through it. For the gate is
small and the way is narrow that leads to life, trede are few who find it.” Christianity is
narrow because salvation is spelled DONE not D@.4dtl done through Jesus Christ.



No reasonable, impartial person can deny that Jdaimed to be God. But can we believe this
claim, and on what grounds? The following histdrfeats support the notion that Jesus Christ is
God and can be trusted for information on salvation

» Jesus claimed to be Goblo religious figure in history has made such ntléNot
Mohammed, Buddha, or Confucius. Not even Abrahaiviases, who are accepted as
prophets and great men by all three major worlidimis (Islam, Judaism, Christianity)
ever claimed to be God. Many have claimed to krnmawtay to God, or have tried to
show the way to God, but none have claimed to ®tte and only way to GAd.

» Jesus performed miracledohn, the beloved disciple, weaves seven “signs’, (i
miracles) throughout his gospel to demonstrate heybe shadow of a reasonable doubt
that Jesus is God. No one has pulled off the masaof Jesus. Many have tried and Satan
performs counterfeit miracles, but no one has chdngater to wine, calmed the wind
and the waves, or brought the dead back to life.

» Jesus never sinnedde never withdrew or modified any statement He evade. He
never apologized. He never needed to ask anyomeycfor Him. He never succumbed
to any temptation. Jesus was and is God! As hummyessive as many religious
leaders have been, none of them are without sin.

» Jesus came do di@he mission of Jesus was to die on the cross forankiind. This was
His passion; his entire life was pointed towarddtass. No other religious leader ever
sought to die a death of crucifixion for his or fafowers. Jesus was the ultimate
example of a selfless, sacrificial servant leader.

» Jesus rose from the deadfter spending the better part of three days tonab, Jesus
rose from the dead demonstrating that He was Go&R¢mn 1:4). Those who have
attempted to disprove Christianity have done sattympting to disprove the
resurrection. But many of these people have indbeadme convinced that Jesus did
indeed rise from the dead! There are countlessrestes of changed lives that have
occurred by coming to grips with Christ’s resuri@ct This is why the resurrection of
Christ is one of the cardinal doctrines of Chrisitig If Jesus did not rise from the dead,
let's eat, drink, and be merry (1 Cor 15). If Clissesurrection is merely a spiritual
resurrection, stop reading this sermon right noiti€ianity rises or falls on whether or
not Jesus rose.

Of course, many skeptics and cynics will object thase arguments involve circular reasoning.
They are right! However, these arguments are napessore so than ever since the church is
biblically illiterate and ignorant. It is criticalherefore, that we know what we believe and why
we believe it. Furthermore, the Bible is a supematook that changes lives. Human logic and
argumentation often fail to persuade people whasesrare already made up. But God’s Word
can break through the hardest heart and draw ampérdaith in Christ. So it is imperative that
you and | still rely upon the Scriptures to argaeChristianity.

It is likely that you agree with what you've redulis far. Your challenge is not in believing these
facts about Christ; your challenge is articulatinig message in a culture that completely rejects
your views. My goal in the following pages is t@pide you four principles and several
arguments and illustrations that will help you tdby and respectfully share Christ with your
unbelieving neighbors, coworkers, classmates,dgeand family.



1. Establish absolute truthUnless you can establish a common point of agragrabsolute
truth, there is no discussion. While our culturbemently rejects this notion, if you are patient
and gracious, you can persuade nearly anyonehéatidhere to absolute truth. If you enter a
phone booth, you cannot dial any set of numbersgahgour home. Every residence and
business has a separate number that must be thaleaich that location. If you want to drive
your car to California, you can’t drive down anyadathat strikes your fancy, make any turn you
want, get on any interstate that looks appealind,arive at your intended destination. If you
have a headache, you cannot take any medicine gatite find relief. Some pills might help;
others might kill. There is not a single area f&f In which you can make any choice you want
from a wide array of options and achieve the samalt or experienc®‘Two plus two equals
four” is a very narrow statement. But truth is warr When I'm on an airliner, | want my pilot to
land on the runway, not on the freeway; right sigenot upside down; and when he is told,
neither sooner nor later.

Suppose a teacher returns to her students an éxahas graded over the weekend. One of the
students answers every question correctly, exagggtipn number ten: “What is the capital of

New York?" His answer, “New York City,” is markeddorrect. When he challenges the teacher,
she reminds him that the correct answer is Alb&uy.he isn't satisfied. He turns to his
classmates and asks, “How many of you thoughtapéal of New York was New York City?”

Half the students in the class raise their hantis. Skudent then turns to the teacher and says, “So,
what makes you think your opinion is more validrtioair opinion? You're being intolerant.

Aren’t all opinions equally valid?” Obviously, thers only one right answer to that question
regardless of how many incorrect opinions exist i let's suppose that the same student says
to the teacher, “I think it's too hot in here. Wdylou turn down the thermostat?” The teacher
says, “The temperature is just right; we'll leave/here it is.” Whose opinion is correct?
Obviously, both opinions are equally valid sincerthis no objective standard for the “right”
temperature.

Most major religions attempt to answer the questiblow can a person have a right relationship
with God?” But our culture is attempting to move #inswer to that question from the arena of
objective truth (such as state capitals) to thaa# opinion (such as comparable temperatures).
This means that anyone who tries to shift answera the realm of opinion back to the realm of
objective truth will be regarded as being as inei¢as a person who tries to impose his opinions
about the temperature, music, or politics on others

Nevertheless, | still maintain that unbelievers aad will acknowledge the legitimacy of
absolute truth. | find one of the greatest waykalping people understand this is by appealing to
their children. Believers and unbelievers alikedldheir kids and will do anything for them. So |
find the following approach helpful. Imagine thaiuy child develops a terrible disease. As a
loving parent, what would you do? You would takeiyohild to the doctor. Now imagine if your
doctor said, “There are hundreds of potential ctoggur child’s condition. Every treatment is a
viable option. | have studied all of these postib# and | recommend each of them for your
consideration. | will not prescribe a path to yobild’s recovery because that would be arrogant
and intolerant. There are plenty of medical jowsribat would dispute my recommendation. |
would also offend many of my colleagues. So, yolilveive to come to your own conclusion
because in the end any medical treatment is goitept to your child’s health and healing.”
What would you say to your doctor? The unbelieveuld have to acknowledge, “I would get up
in his face and scream, ‘Are you crazy? I've néheard such nonsense in my life! Doc, you're
supposed to help me. Stop this ridiculous pluiialstd relativistic mumbo-jumbo and help me
see my child get well!” At the end of the day, whmrsh comes to shove, we all hold to absolute
truth.



It's a good thing that deep down humankind recaggmiabsolute truth because the world religions
contradict one anoth&islam says that Jesus was not crucified. Chrigisays He was. Only

one of us can be right. Judaism says Jesus wakebtessiah. Christianity says He was. Only
one of us can be right. Hinduism says God has d&féem incarnate. Christianity says God was
incarnate only in Jesus. We cannot both be rightldBism says that the world’s mysteries will
end when we do what is right. Christianity sayscaenot do what is right. The world’'s mysteries
will end when we believe what is right. Obvioudlyese views cannot all be true for we would be
dealing with an absolutely schizophrenic God. Hem@emust return to the fact that 2 + 2 = 4,
not 3 or 5. Again, if we patiently and gracious$jablish absolute truth and demonstrate that all
people recognize the reality of truth, we will bgihg a compelling foundation for discussion.

Let's suppose that researchers at the UniversitWaghington this very week discovered the cure
for cancer. After years of research, they develagpdatment that could instantly cure all forms
of cancer. The treatment is painless, one-time 18086 effective. Would it be arrogant for them
to say, “This is the only treatment for cancer yall ever need?” Or would that be the most
loving thing they could ever sayPwould guess that many unbelievers who have camoald

be more than willing to receive the cure and goubgh the treatment. | don't think very many
people would complain, “What about all the otheteptial cures?” When it comes to healing our
bodies, most people are looking for a “silver hitilslution. Similarly, the Bible and human
experience teaches that humanity has the spigaraler of sin. This disease needs to be cured.
Absolute truth in spiritual matters demands thatigeern a solution. Christianity provides both
the diagnosis and the remedy.

2. Affirm Christ’s claim about Himself Christians don’t affirm the necessity of faithGhrist
alone because they are bigots, but because Hgsleft option. To say less than He said is to be
disloyal to Him. To say something contrary to wHatsaid is to be disobedient to Him. When
coworkers, classmates, neighbors, family, and disesbject to our belief in Christ alone, we
must gently insist, “Your argument is with Jesud #re Bible, not me. | am a mailman or a
mailwoman. | just deliver the mail. | don’t writee mail or send the mail. | simply deliver it.”

Suppose you receive a memo from your employer gagliremployees are to report to work the
next morning one hour early. Anyone failing to dongll be docked a day’s pay. A coworker of
yours is home sick the day the memo arrives, sacgtithim on the phone and say, “I thought
you would want to know that you need to be at workorrow one hour early or you'll lose a
day’s salary.” Your friend rants and raves abouwt mfair such an expectation is. “You don’t
have any right to tell me to come in an hour ea¥flyu’re not my boss,” he argues. How do you
reply to such an outburst? You tell him you areg@ymeading a memo from the boss. This is not
your decision; it is your boss’s decision. You'sstj relaying the information out of concern for
your coworker.

We must tell people that Jesus Christ claimedniithe way, and the truth, and the life; no one
comes to the Father but through me” (John 14:6s Wessage is not going to be popular, but we
must still affirm Jesus’ claim about Himself. Singe have staked our eternal destiny on Jesus’
words and works, we must love people in our livesugih to tell them the good news of the
gospel. Will they reject us and potentially perdeais? Yes, but remember the words of Jesus:
“Blessed are those who have been persecuted fealteeof righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you whpeople insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all
kinds of evil against you because of Me. Rejoioca la glad, for your reward in heaven is great;
for in the same way they persecuted the prophetswelie before you” (Matt 5:10-12).
Persecution will come, but so will reward, andtie &nd, being bold for Christ will be more than
worth it.



3. Learn from religious devoteeslow many ears do you have? How many mouths7ikeky

that you should listen twice as much as you takt, Yoo many Christians seem to be all mouth
and no ears. We talk, but we don't listen. Or el just to have an excuse to talk some more.
While we appear to be listening we are thinkingvbfit we're going to say next. We need to
recognize that the only way we will be able touefice people of other worldviews is by
showing kindness and building rapport. We needkocuestions, seek understanding, and find
whatever common ground we can. We aren’t compraomgisur Christianity by showing kindness
to followers of other religions. But we may see Gpen doors that otherwise would not be open.

This year on my way to England, God sat me nezatdevoted Hindu. We talked for hours. |
asked him as many questions as | possibly coldérhed a great deal about Hinduism. |
affirmed him in every way that | possibly could. Eeentually began asking me all kinds of
guestions about Christianity. He allowed me to @néshe gospel to him and even leave him with
some gospel literature. | don't think this wouldrbédeen possible if | had not sought to
intentionally draw him out and express interedtisfaith. So acknowledge whatever degree of
truth exists in other religions. Affirm the JewMuslim for his or her adherence to a single,
personal Creator. Express to a Buddhist that ypuesiate his or her ethical appeal to honesty,
charity, and service. Tell a Mormon that you resor her marriage and family. Let a
Jehovah Witness know that you respect his or hedr aad you wish that Christians were as
zealous. Show respect for people of other fdfths.

4. Refuse to be intimidatecChristianity has been given a terribly bad rap.iléfdve may be
exclusive in our claim that Jesus Christ is the wea§sod, many other faiths are exclusive as well.
Muslims cannot tolerate disagreement with the KoBarddhism does not accept the Hindu
scriptures and the Hindu caste system. Hinduisms doeaccept views of life that do not include
Karma and reincarnation. Atheists cannot accepbatigf in God. Of course, only Christianity is
persecuted for its “intolerance.” Many Christiang bothered by this, but this is one of the
reasons we know that Christianity is true. Satamwaithat Jesus is the way and the truth and the
life and that no one comes to the father but thnddion. Consequently, he is pulling out all the
stops in an attempt to destroy Christianity.

In Matt 10, Jesus sends His believing disciples@gtroclaim Him as the Christ. He warns them,
“But beware of men, for they will hand you over tothe courts and scourge you in their
synagogues’(10:17). He then stateS,herefore do not fear them [the men who will

persecute you, 10:17], for there is nothing conceal that will not be revealed, or hidden

that will not be known. What | tell you in the darkness, speak in the light; and what you

hear whisperedn your ear, proclaim upon the housetops. Do not fear thosgho kill the

body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul

and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a ent? And yetnot one of them will fall to

the ground apart from your Father. But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So

do not fear; you are more valuable than many sparrws. Therefore everyone who confesses
Me before men, | will also confess him before My Rher who is in heaven. But whoever
denies Me before men, | will also deny him before MFather who is in heaven.”In these
verses, Jesus exhorts His disciples to proclaim &tinhe only way to God. He assures them that
if they boldly preach His words and works, nothimdj befall them that He doesn'’t ordain. The
worst case scenario is the disciple dies a martigath, immediately enters Jesus’ presence, and
is rewarded for eternity. Jesus then explainsttiage disciples who publicly confess Him will
experience His approval; those who shrink backdamy Him will lose out on His approval and
the rewards that come from being a bold witness3gte83). Don’'t make the mistake of
succumbing to the temptation of pleasing men; yduferfeit God’s pleasure. Pray that God
grants you the grace to boldly proclaim Jesus €hsghe only way to God.



This message can be boiled down into one stater®aht:Jesus and Jesus only. Only Jesus and
Jesus only.** When everything is said and done, Christianitgtieut Jesus. Emmanuel Bible
Fellowship is known for its biblical preaching, @mic worship, and children and teens
ministries. But are we known for Jesus? If allredge other ministries were to fall away, would
Jesus remain?My ministry needs to be focused on the supremé&desus. If | fail to boldly
proclaim Jesus, give me my walking papers and sengacking. Find another preacher that
fearlessly preaches Jesus. This is all that readlifers. Life’s biggest decision is what you do
with Jesus and how you proclaim Him to a lost ayidglworld. Only Jesus and Jesus only.
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Study Questions

1.

Why are various world religions, worldviews, andt€so appealing? If | was not a Christian, which
worldview would I likely adopt? What makes thigtifeielatively intriguing? What faith system is irym
background? What did | learn from my religious upging or lack thereof? Do | know some people from
a similar religious background that | can sharefaith in Christ with?

Are all religions really the same? How do the vasiavorld religions contradict one another? Whatiabo
sincerity? Is it enough to be sincere in one’s @ions? Why or why not? Why is it so difficult to
proclaim Christ as the only way to God in the mtpleee? How have | successfully been able to d@thi
Why is it so important to speak graciously andhfiulty (John 1:14)?

What is significant about the claims that Jesuss€hrade concerning Himself (John 8:19, 24, 28, 58;
14:9; 18:5)? Did the Jews of Jesus’ day underdtamdnplications of His claims (Mark 2:6—7; 14.6%:-6
John 5:18; 10:30-33)? How did the apostles affilmsEs unique claims in their writings (John 1:1-4

Acts 4:12; Rom 6:23; Gal 1:8)?

What does Jesus Christ have to say about postileadive routes to heaven (John 3:18; 8:24; 24f6)
Jesus is the only way to God, what about thosehelve never heard about Him (Rom 2-3)? How
have | attempted to answer this question whenb&en asked?

What can | do to become more knowledgeable in naerstanding of Jesus Christ’s person and claims?
Where is my knowledge weak? Where is it reasonable® do | need to boldly share Christ with this
week? How can | do this?
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