“Love Power” (John 13:31-38)

| am an avid reader, and | really enjoy buying tsdk fact, book buying may be my greatest addictio
I’'m especially prone to buying books online. | faeqtly buy cheap used books on Amazon marketplace.
When | am done reading these books, | sell therk ttaearn money to maintain my addiction. However,
this past week, instead of buying any books, lddiittle research on book titles. Here’s what |
discovered: Amazon.com lists 507,878 book titlesualheaven, 547,195 about sex, 766,921 about God,
and 884,737 about money. Isn’t this astoundinghErere staggering is the fact that one topic beats

all of these—love. There are 922,816 that contae in their title"

Love is a popular word in our society. Our worldlesperately seeking true love. There are all kafds
dating services, escort services, personal cladsifibars, clubs, and social organizations. Therdliait
websites and chat rooms where you can pursue laliewt leaving your own home. All of these
opportunities promise “true love” or “real love.UBthis is an example of the classic country song b
Johnny Lee, “Looking for love in all the wrong pégsc..looking for love in too many faces.” I'll stop
there. The point is: Our world craves love, buytban’t find fulfilling and lasting love.

Love is also a frequent word in the Bible. The Bibkes the root word “love” over 500 tifié®m
Genesis through Revelation. Interestingly, for purposes, the word love is used only twelve times i
John 1-12, but in John 13-21 it is used forty—fisees? Hence, in the last twenty—four hours of his life,
Jesus uses the word love repeatedly. The closéaMels toward the cross, the more love is on lderh
and mind. In John 13:31-38lesus suggests that the key to impacting the vieftd Christians to love
each other. So why is the church having so littipact on society? We’'re not giving the world whata
desperately craves—Iove. Yet, the church oughetddsus’ solution to the lack of true love in thigld.
We ought to be able to say,dok for love in the right place

Our passage begins in John 13:31-32 with an impioidatnote and Jesus’ ultimate prediction of love.
The footnote is simply:Therefore when he[Judas]had gone out’(13:31a). One can almost hear Jesus
heave a sigh of relief when Judas closes the deltint him. Once Judas departs, Jesus hunkers down
with His believing disciples and articulates thess and the importance of love. Jesus decldxesy is

the Son of Mar glorified, and God is glorified in Him; if God is glorified in Him, God will also

glorify Him in Himself, and will glorify Him immedi ately” (13:31b—32)What is the key word in
13:31b—327 It doesn’t take a Greek scholar to disttes. Five times in two verses Jesus uses a ébrm
the verb “glorify” (doxaz9. Notice as well the past tense verb “glorifie@itie cross is as good as done in
Jesus’ mind. For Him death is not a mournful tragddit a magnificent triumph. It is glorious not
gruesomé.At this very moment which seems to spell defeishahor, and disaster for Him, the Son of
Man is in reality glorifiedi Later in the Upper Room discourse, Jesus expthatsHe glorified His

Father by finishing the work the Father gave Hinddo(17:4). This is also how we glorify the Father.
What has God called you to today? How does He waunto sacrificially express your love to others?
Will you finish the work He has given you?

Jesus explains in 13:33 that His purposes for ig@ples are not complete. He safsttle children, ® |
am with you a little while longer. You will seek Me and as | said to the Jews, now | also say to you,
‘Where | am going, you cannot come.”Many people long to go to heaven to escape thegemt trials
and tribulations. Others talk about how they juahtio get away from the evils of our world. WHile
understand this type of thinking, Jesus explairgisodisciples, whom He dearly loves, that theyntdn
come with Him to heaven just yet because their vaoriearth is not done. It is a wonderful thing to
anxiously anticipate Jesus return. This is a @littlement of the Christian life. Paul promisesdtmvn
of righteousness for all who love Jesus appeag@nfjra 4:8). Yet, we also need to relish the prigdeof
fulfilling God'’s call upon our lives while we stihave breath. His purposes for you are not complete



One of the clear-cut purposes that God has fors@anis is found in 13:34-35. Jesus decldresnew
commandment | give to you, that you love’® one another* even as | have loved you, that you also
love one another”(13:34). Jesus issues a command for you and no&éocone another. Of course, the
primary question that must be answered in thisevexswhy does Jesus call the commandment to love
one another “a new commandment?ove itself is not a new commandment; it is anadhmandment
found in Lev 19:8 and Deut 68 The Greek word translated “nevkainog speaks of what is new in the
sense of unused or fresh, rather than somethimgtrec different? It is not so much that the
commandment hasn’t been given before as that ialtfferent quality about it, a quality of fresisse

that differentiates it from any other. To put ingly, this new commandment hasew objectand anew
measuré® The object is now “one another.” In the Old Testatrthe command was “love your neighbor
as yourself” (Lev 19:18). The Jews had watered dtherMosaic teaching so they could love whom they
wanted and hate whom they wanted. But Christ chatigeobject from “neighbor” to “one another.”
This leads to the question: Why does Jesus comufigniphles to love other disciples? Why not exhort
disciples to love the world®For Jesus, it is a matter of prioriti€slesus is first concerned about
believers that have a unique and special relatipngith Him.*® God loves His kids more than He loves
children of the world? Jesus also realizes that we can't truly love theldwintil we first love fellow
believers. Finally, as we shall see in John 13185us knows that when believers love one anoth8ods
intends the world will sit up and take notice. Tt result in many being drawn to Christ.

The commandment is new because oblifect but also because of itseasure The measure of this love
is, “as | have loved youf® Earlier in chapter 13, Jesus gave His disciplesvastandard of love. He did
this by washing their feet (13:4-17). In doing lde, humbled Himself and served His disciples in an
intentional and tangible way. Jesus is callingau®ve others as He dfdi This sacrificial love also
reaches out to Judas as he’s about to betray Clemis wants you and me to sacrificially love othe
believers to death if necessary. It is a vastlatelove that gives up one’s own life for anothieat
sacrifices self-interest to promote the intere$@nother (15:13). The sacrificial work of Christ the
cross is the “new” standard for the Christian’sddwr fellow-believers. In 13:34-35, the word Jessss
for love is the Greek verigapaoand its noun fornagape Of the four words for love in the Greek
language, this one is the capstdh&ssentially, it means to seek the highest goathother Agapelove
sacrifices for others. It is an act of the willidta decision, a commitment. Love is not aboutrymeds

or my needs; it's about God’s will. When Jesus sagd have loved you,” He sets Himself up as the
standard by which His disciples are to forever meatheir love for one another. He is telling thém,
left the splendors and comforts of heaven becalmeat you. | called you to be Mine, knowing fulkil
your faults. | taught you, even when you were stubland closed-minded. | corrected you when you
stepped out of line. | washed your feet on the teayy death. When you denied me and betrayed me, |
loved you with an everlasting love. All this was f@ur highest good. My interest was not in myselit

in you?® Like Jesus, we can sayook for love in the right place

It is interesting to note the obvious—the commantbve other believers is called a “commandméht.”
This is not an elective class. We understand tffierdince between required and elective classess jes
making it clear that love is a required 101 clésis; not an elective. Without specifically commargl
His disciples to love one anotH8there existed the very real possibility that #sential activity would
be neglected. It seems that we are much betterdatnach more apt to deal with love as a noun or an
abstract concept than as a verb. We prefer taldiogit love to demonstrating it. When it comes &Jo
“When all is said and done, there is far more ##@d done.” Yet Jesus wants you to love with tisl lof
supernaturahgapelove?® This means you can love your spouse regardlgsswhe or she treats you.
You may say, “l don't like my wife.” Well, you donhave to. There's a difference between like and.lo
You are not commanded to like your spouse; yolcanemanded to love your spouse. There may be
some people in our church you can'’t stand. Thats/oHowever, Jesus t®@mmandingis to love one
another.



In 13:35,Jesus declares that when we love each other wbedtime a magnet to the world. He says,
“By this all men [peoplef’ will know that you are My disciples, if you have dve for one another.®®
Jesus is giving the world the right to examine @edibility. The world can see if we're for redlybu
and | love one another everyone will know that wee Jesus’ disciples. The word translated “know”
(ginoskd? does not refer to a theoretical knowledge butka@wledge gained by first-hand, rub-of-the-
shoulders observatioflHow can you reveal to the world that you are Jedigsiple? By demonstrating
love for fellow believers! When people see thisckaf uncommon love exemplified in the Church they
are naturally curious. They begin to wonder if gfospel could be true. They begin to believe thats€h
DOES bring transformation. On the flip side, whenfail to show love we invalidate the message.
People don't believe there is real transformatio@hrist. We make the idea of Christian communégyv
unappealing. People ask, “Why would | want moresstrand conflict in my life?” | don’t need Christ o
His church!

It is important to notice that there is an “ii) involved in 13:35. Believers can violate the love
command. Failure to love does not mean | am ndtristtan®2 but it means the world has the right to
make the judgment that | am not a Chrisffafiherefore, if we expect unbelievers to know thatare
Christ’s disciples, we must show the m&tRhe early church displayed the mark. Tertulliaoharch
father who wrote a century after the gospel of Jeha written said that unbelievers saw Christians
loving one another and commented, “Behold, how theg one another’® Even today, nothing so
astonishes a fractured world as a community in kvhédical, faithful, genuine love is shared amdag i
members. There are many places you can go anddimehunities of shared interest. There are many
places you can go to find people just like yourseto live for sports or music or gardening or fci*®
But trueagapelove is hard to find. Ultimately, it can only beuihd in the church.ook for love in the
right place

So how can we grow in our love for one anotherzHee some practical suggestions.

» Speak well of the church. Strive to always speak well of your church withasing “but
language.” “I really like my churcliput my pastor isn’t very friendly.” “I appreciate thership
at my churchbut| don't like a lot of the songs the worship teaickp.” “I like the children’s
ministries,but the adult ministries don't meet my needs.” Theg&tonjunction “but” cancels
out everything positive you've said. This is alstevant when discussing other churches in your
county. Don't say, “I really appreciate the chuarhthe west side of towbutthey are too
charismatic.” “| like the pastor of the church tre teast side, but the rest of the other staff pasto
are jerks.” If you don’t have anything positivesay, don’t say anything at all. The truth is: Every
church has its own unique strengths. You and labaays find positive things to say about any
evangelical church. So today, commit to only spagkiell of the church.

» Learn to expressyour loveto beievers. Speak loving and encouraging words to anotheebeti
Look a fellow believer in the eyes and say, “| lg@el.” Say to a brother or sister, “I care about
you,” or “I believe in you.” Reach out and touchr&one through appropriate physical touch.
Instead of just a handshake, high-five, or chestfguouch someone’s shoulder, give a half-hug
or a full hug. Do a loving action toward someonewaas hurt or offended you. This will help
free you from the bondage of bitterness. This ésdisus factor, choosing to bless instead of
blister someone who has wounded §bu.

e Striveto serve other believers. Would you pray that God would burden your headdove a
brother or sister in your life? What does this paraeed? Could he or she use free babysitting?
Does this person need a piece of furniture thatogald provide? Perhaps this person needs a
skill-set that you can meet (e.g., home repaipmotive care). Today, will you offer to meet this
person’s needs? Will you be Christ’s face, handd,faet?



Chapter 13 concludes with three verses that sdatmasplaced. In fact, many commentators include
these verses with chapter 14. Yet, | see thesewéiting rather nicely with 13:31-35. John’s centis
that you and | don’t assume that we can pullbgfipein our own strength. Naturally, John brings up
another episode with Peter. Look at 13:3&mon Peter said to Him[Jesus] ‘Lord, where are You
going?” | want you to notice that Jesus spoke some oifriist profound words about Christians loving
each other, and Peter did not hear a word of itasks a question that skips over that whole subject
entirely (13:34-35), and he goes back to what Jeadsaid about going away for a while (13:31-33).
That was what got his attention, and he heard ngtkise. You've got to love Peter! He's so much lik
you and me‘Jesus answered, ‘Where | go, you cannot follow Maow; but you will follow later™
(13:36b). In other words, “don’t call me, I'll catbu.” Jesus acknowledges that Peter will evenjugl
the route of suffering. Church history tells usttRater was crucified upside down. RegardlesssJesu
makes it clear that Peter’s time has not yet cdBuePeter responds to Jesus with some audaciowdswor
“Lord, why can | not follow You right now? | will | ay down my life for You” (13:37). Peter assures
Jesus, “I'm your main man. When everyone else egoe, I'll be by your side. I'm not a flaky diséép
You can count on me, Jesus.”

Now before we come down too hard on Peter, we teesmember Peter was an example of faith. He
was often a spiritual stud.

* He was one of the “inner three” with James and John

» He was the one who said, “Depart from me for | asinful man” after the miraculous catch of
fish.

» It was Peter who answered the Lord’s question: “\Wlbigou say | am?” with “You are the
Christ, the Son of the Living God.”

» It was of Peter’s confession that the Lord saidh t@is rock | will build my church.”

» It was Peter who stood up to defend Jesus in thdeBa

* It was Peter who followed Jesus (with John) ine¢burt after His arrest.

* It was Peter who ran with John to the empty tomb.

» It was Peter who jumped in the water after themestion to swim to shore to see Jesus.

However, in this particular instance, Peter inathrely expresses his impatience and self-reliaAsea
result, Jesus follows up Pete’s claim with someesialy words:'Will you lay down your life for Me?
Truly, truly, | say to you, a rooster will not crow until you deny Me three times”(13:38). This is
brutal! Jesus takes a spiritual 2x4 upside Pebedl. His point is: Peter you can’t be faithfuire in

your own strength. You can’t acknowledge me puplal live what | have taught you unless you abide i
Me.

This word is so relevant for you and me as welteAfeading this sermon, you will most likely getoi
some “intense fellowship” (i.e., a fight) with yospouse. Instead of exhibitimgape you will pour out
your wrath. This evening, your children will pusbuy buttons and you will likely become angry instea
of exercising patience. This week, you may leaat stomeone in your church has been gossiping about
you or even slandering you. Your temptation willtbe@espond in kind and give this individual a jgiexd
your Christian mind. These are all natural fleshipulses that we all feel. Yet God is calling udive a
supernatural life that is dependent upon His stieriphn is informing you and me that we can't ke
Christian life on our own for even an hour. We weak and susceptible to sin. The only way that are c
exudeagapelove is by constantly abiding in Christ and befitigd with the Holy Spirit. Today, will you
make a commitment of your will that you will obegsils’ new commandment and dispayapée If you
do, you will be able to say to others:dbk for love in the right place’ou can look at my marriage, my
family, and my church. My passion is to glorify Uedy showcasing the love that He has instillechén
Look for love right here, right now...in me



Our family goes to the Lacey Timberland Libraryaregular basis. As we approach the library from ou
home, there is a Quality Inn & Suites located andabrner of College and Martin. This hotel hasrgda
sign with the words, “Free Hot Breakfast.” Now | shitell you, | am a huge breakfast lover. Whenéver
go to a restaurant where breakfast is offered 24ipose breakfast, regardless of the time of Wésil,
every time our family drives by this Quality Innyhnt to drop in and say, “Yes, | would like a drbot
breakfast.”” Unfortunately, | recently learned thatould have to pay between $70-110 a night toen]
their hot breakfast.

This past week as our family drove past the Quatityl said, “Let’s pull in and get a ‘free hot
breakfast.” (I confess, | use the same old, gtates on my family over and over. I'm the kind efdd

that teenagers would call “lame.”) As | spoke theseds for the umpteenth time, it dawned on me that
the church should have a proverbial sign that réads Agape” The difference is—there should be no
charge for our services. You don’t have to put nydneo the offering. You don’t have to promise to
serve. You don't have to be particularly lovabl@uyust have to be a person created in God’s image
with dignity, value, and worth. If the church isrtake a difference in its culture, we need to lone
another and then extend love to a world that desplgrneeds Christ. Then, and only then, can we
honestly saytLook for love in the right place



The Importance of Christian Love
John 15:12 “This is My commandment, that you lowe another, just as | have loved you.”
John 15:17 “This | command you, that you love onetler.”
Romans 12:10 “Be devoted to one another in brotHevie; give preference to one another in honor.”

Romans 13:8 “Owe nothing to anyone except to love another; for he who loves his neighbor hasliedfithe
law.”

1 Corinthians 16:14 “Let all that you do be donéowve.”

Galatians 5:14 “For the whole Law is fulfilled im®word, in the statement, ‘'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR
NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.”

Ephesians 5:2 “and walk in love, just as Chrisb &sed you and gave Himself up for us, an offerang a sacrifice
to God as a fragrant aroma.”

1 Thessalonians 4:9 “Now as to the love of thehvest, you have no need for anyone to write to jouyou
yourselves are taught by God to love one another.”

Hebrews 10:24 “and let us consider how to stimuteie another to love and good deeds.”
Hebrews 13:1 “Let love of the brethren continue.”

James 2:8 “If, however, you are fulfilling the réyaw according to the Scripture, ‘YOU SHALL LOVEQUR
NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF, you are doing well.”

1 Peter 1:22 “Since you have in obedience to tité fpurified your souls for a sincere love of thiethren,
fervently love one another from the heart.”

1 Peter 4:8 “Above all, keep fervent in your loee 6ne another, because love covers a multitudgensf”
1 John 3:11 For this is the message which you haged from the beginning, that we should love amaleer;

1 John 3:23 “This is His commandment, that we beli@ the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and loecamother,
just as He commanded us.”

1 John 4:21 “And this commandment we have from Himat the one who loves God should love his broftes.”

2 John 1:5 “Now | ask you, lady, not as though feweriting to you a new commandment, but the on&lvtve
have had from the beginning, that we love one adth

All Scripture quotations, unless indicated, areetaftom theNew American Standard Bihl® 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1975, 1977,
and 1995 by The Lockman Foundation, and are usgebyission.



Scripture References

John 13:31-38

John 15:12-13

John 8:31-32

Leviticus 19:18

1 Corinthians 13:4-8a
Philippians 2:3-8

1 John 2:7-10; 3:16-17; 4:7-11

Study Questions

1.

How did Jesus view His death (13:31-32)? How dieiWwvmy death? How is Christ’s perspective on lifiel a
death different from mine? What can | do to ensha¢ | view my eventual death as a means of glogfzod?
Read 1 Corinthians 10:31 and Colossians 3:17. \Whathave to look forward to as | prepare for pagsihto
Jesus’ presence? Read 2 Corinthians 5:6—8 angbpihitis 1:21-23.

How is it ironic (providential) that Jesus gave Hev commandment in the midst of knowing what Judas
Peter were about to do (13:34-35: cf. 15:12-13)® hwist Jesus have felt? When others disappointrrharb
me, how can | respond with love and grace?

Why is actively loving other Christians such areeffve way to evangelize non-Christians (13:35)WHas
Jesus loved me? How can | love someone this weikthis same love? Who will | intentionally lovegh
week? In what practical ways will | show this persoy love?

How can | express my love for my church family? \Wtlaes this look like? What can | do to avoid
discouragement from other Christians? Who can eageume to persevere in my love for my brothers and
sisters in Christ?

What can | learn from Peter’s mistakes (13:36—38)2n have | struggled with spiritual pride? Whappened
as a result? How can | cultivate absolute dependand humility upon Jesus? What has occurred wieavé
fully submitted myself to Christ?



Notes

! Seewww.amazon.comaccessed 26 September 2009. These figures amngron a daily basis so by the time
you read this sermon these figures will be muchdar

2E.g., love (348), loves (70), loved (95), and tay{4). This is based on the NASB Update.

% Andreas J. Késtenbergd&mcountering John: The Gospel in Historical, Litaraand Theological Perspective.
Encountering Biblical Studies (Grand Rapids: Baké&99), 149.

* Many scholars see John 13:31-38 as the firstafitlite Upper Room discourse, but it is more likilat it is a
summation of the introduction. See Gerald Borchiatn 12—21New American Commentary (Nashville: B & H,
2002), 96.

® John uses the title “Son of Man” in John 1:51:333:27; 6:27, 53, 62; 8:28; 9:35; 12:23, 34. THel@ckground
is from Ezek 2:1 and Dan 7:13.

® Charles R. SwindolEollowing Christ . . . The Man of God: A Study ohd 6—14(Fullerton, CA: Insight for
Living, 1985), 78.

" William Hendriksen and Simon J. KistemakEgrposition of the Gospel According to Johtew Testament
Commentaryvol. 1-2 (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1953-2001), 2:251.

8 This is the only place wheteknia(“little children”) is used in John’s gospel, highn used it seven times in 1
John mirroring Jesus’ compassionate spirit (2:1282 3.7, 18; 4:4; 5:21; cf. Gal 4:19).

® There is anina (“in order that") clause in John 13:34 that is iflad by the dash in the NET rendering: “I give you
a new commandment- to love one another. Just agel loved you, you also are to love one another.”

19 See John's uses afjapao(“love”) in John 13-17 (13:1 [twice], 23, 34 [the];14:15, 21 [four times], 23, 24, 28,
31; 15:9 [twice], 12 [twice], 17; 17:23 [twice], 226

1 See John's uses aflelon (“one another”) pertaining to love in John 13-13:(1, 34 [twice], 35; 15:12, 17).

2 The phrasentolen kainerf‘new commandment”) is in the emphatic positiohisT"new commandment” is also
explained in John 15:12-17.

13“The idea that love is a “commandmeig’interesting. In the OT, the Ten Commandmente leasetting in the
covenant between God and Israel at Sinai; they therstipulations that Israel had to observe ifrthgon were to
be God’s chosen people. In speaking of love as¢imnecommandmefdr those whom Jesus had chosen as his own
(John 13:1, 15:16) and as a mark by which theydabeldistinguished from others (13:35), John shitnathe is
thinking of this scene in covenant terminology. €¢ET study notes. It is also worth noting that hiegv
commandment is part of a new covenant that Jesuldwatify with His blood (Luke 22:20; 1 Cor 11:25) that
covenant God promised to enable His people to bgvigansforming their hearts and minds (Jer 31:29Ezek
36:24-26). It is only by God'’s transforming grahattwe can love one another as Jesus has loved us.

14 Gk. kainosoften denotes what is qualitatively new as compamenhat has existed until now. This is one of two
places in John’s gospel whekainosis used. It is also used in John 19:41 of the “nmmb in which He was laid.
There is another Greek word for “newigog that means “recent.”

15 R. Kent Hughes]ohn: That You May BelievBreaching the Word (Wheaton, Crossway, 1999)t&eic ed.

16 Carson puts it well: “At the risk of confoundinagiic, it is not so much that Christians are to ldwveworld less,
as that they are to love one another more. Betiettipeir love for each other ought to be a reftecbf their new
status and experience as the children of God.” BC@&son;The Gospel According to JohRillar New Testament
Commentary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1991), 485.

7 Gal 6:10: “So then, while we have opportunity,ustdo good to all people, and especially to thase are of the
household of the faith.”

181 Tim 4:10: “For it is for this we labor and s&ivbecause we have fixed our hope on the living, @i is the
Savior of all men, especially of believers.”

19 Of course, the Godhead does love the world as(sed John 3:16).

20 comfort and Hawley write, “The newness of Jeseshmandment rests upon the reality that becaushearts
have been changed by experiencing the love of Jegushould reach out in reciprocal fashion bytadse touched
by the same love.” See Philip W. Comfort and WehdeHawley,Opening the Gospel of Jolfwheaton, IL:
Tyndale, 1994), 227.

211 John 3:16-17; 4:7-11: We know love by this, thatiaid down His life for us; and we ought to Bywn our
lives for the brethren. But whoever has the worddeds, and sees his brother in need and closésait against
him, how does the love of God abide in him? . eloBed, let us love one another, for love is froodGand
everyone who loves is born of God and knows Goe. dire who does not love does not know God, for iSdave.
By this the love of God was manifested in us, thatl has sent His only begotten Son into the warlthat we
might live through Him. In this is love, not thaeMoved God, but that He loved us and sent Hist8drethe



propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so lovesl we also ought to love one another.” BurgeesritThat the
disciples are to love one another is nothing neew(119:18). That they are to love each other withgort of love
modeled by Jesus is something dramatic. Love cteaiaes Jesus’ relationship with God (14:31), anct|
characterizes God’s relationship with Jesus (31359 — 10). Jesus’ love is manifested in his obwzbdo the
Father’s will (“the world must learn that | loveettirather and that | do exactly what my Father basncanded me,
14:31). Therefore disciples are to reflect the eblbve known to Jesus — a love expressed thraoghmitted
obedience.” Gary M. Burge, JohdlV Application Commentar§Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000), 376.

%2 The NT only uses three of the four words for I¢ems, phile andagap?@. It is worth noting thaphile/agape
phileo/agapaacan be used interchangeably, but in certain ctsitébdoes seem thagapeandagapaodo have
intensified meanings.

23 swindoll, Following Christ . . . The Man of God@9-80.

%4 The theme of commandment recurs frequently insldmal discourse and in the Johannine Epistles.

% There is no imperative in the Greek text; ratlemluses indicatives and subjunctives. Howeverslassumes
that His disciples will take up this “new commandhtieand love one another.

26 Wilkins writes, “Love is an unconditional commitmit¢o an imperfect person, a commitment | give rifytsein
order to bring the relationship to God'’s intendedppse. Michael J. Wilkindn His Image: Reflecting Christ in
Everyday LifgColorado Springs: NavPress, 1997), 170. Loveldststs significance because we have emptied it of
its biblical definition, which is not primarily aemotion but an act of the will by which we seek liighest good for
others.”

% The phrase “all men” (NASB, NIV) is more accurgtegndered “all people” (ESV, HSB) or “everyone’HN,
NRSV). Although the gender of the pronaouitois masculine, it is collective and includes peagléoth genders.
8 See 1 John 3:23; 4:7-8, 11-12; 19-21.

2 Gk. ginoskg cf. John 13:7, 12, 28, 35; 14:7 [thrice], 9, tWi¢e], 20, 31; 15:18; 16:3, 19; 17:3, 7, 8, 23, 25
[thrice]; 1 John 2:3 [twice], 4, 5, 13, 14 [twicd]g, 29; 3:1 [twice], 6, 16, 19, 20, 24; 4.2, 6ifte], 7, 13, 16; 5:2,

20; 2 John 1:1; Rev 2:23, 24; 3:3, 9.
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