“No Risks, No Rewards” (Ecclesiastes 11:1-6)

There was once an elderly gentleman who loved pdagolf. But he was almost eighty, and his vision
was not very good anymore. He always had partnighshim when he went out to play so they could
watch his ball and tell him where it went. One tigs/buddies did not show up. It was a beautiful fiay
golf, and as he waited at the clubhouse he got mrmdemore upset that he wasn’t going to get to piay
round. Another elderly man in the clubhouse saw dmth asked, “What's wrong?” The man explained
his predicament: “| was really looking forward taying golf today. But | don’t see very well anyreor
so | need someone to watch the ball after | hih& Becond man was even older than he was, buidie sa
“That’s no problem. I'll be glad to ride around tvigou. I've got 20/20 vision. | can see like a haWhku
just hit the ball, and I'll watch it fly right dowthe fairway.” So they went out on the first terd ahe old
man hit the ball right down the center. He turnedlis spotter. “Did you see it?” The man repliddsdw
it all the way until it stopped rolling.” “Well, wére did it go?” The older man paused for a momedt a
then said, “| forgot.”

Even the best-laid plans don’t always work out—thatreality we all have to face every day. So how
should you live when you're not sure how thingsg@oing to turn out? Solomon sayfdn't play it
safe—take risksIn other words, you have to live confidently. Yoan't hide just because life won't
cooperate. Don'’t avoid blessings because of theeros that come with them. Don't say, “I can't get
married. What if difficult struggles come up betwesae and my mate?” Or, “| can’t have children. How
will I know they won't be born with a birth defe€t@r, “| can’t start a business. What if it folds@f |
can’t join the military. | might get deployed.God wants you to step out in faith and take ristes.

yearns for us to stop playing it safe. In Eccl 18;5olomon will pass on two insider tips that vadlp us
to take some risks and avoid playing it safe.

1. Diversify your investments(11:1-2)? It may surprise you that Solomon offers financialiesel as he
nears the end of Ecclesiastes. Yet, this bookwsdand dirty, nitty-gritty relevant to our earthiyes.

Thus, in these first two verses Solomon says, ‘Slife is so uncertain, spread your financial inkemnts
out.” In 11:1 he writes;Cast your bread on the surface of the waters, foyou will find it after many
days.” What in the world does this peculiar verse meanfidpes you're like me and in your mind a
number of thoughts arise. Cast your bread on tHfaciof the waters...and it will return to you sogyy
moldy...and the seagulls will eat it...and your motiwt be mad at you for playing with your fodd.
These bizarre notions should cause us to ask #ign, “What is Solomon’s point?” | would suggest
that the word “cast’is better rendered “send” (NRS¥VY.his verb refers to the commercial enterprises of
sea trad8.Furthermore, the term “bread” refers to grain wheat from which bread is producéd.

Solomon was deeply involved in international tradi countless merchants’hen as now, one of the
main trade commodities was grain. The merchan8ot@dmon’s day would load their grain ships and
send them off. The Israelites were “casting [thkigad upon the water.” But notice that with Solamo
the word is plural: “cast your bread on thaters” In other words, don'’t put all your grain in oskip.
Put your wheat in several ships, and send it oatdiversified way so that if one of the ships sta@ink,
you'll not be ruined. In others words, “Don’t put all your eggs in orasket.” Diversify your portfolio.

Instead of putting your grain in a boat and sendindf, you could keep it and make bread. That ldou
be a safe bet since you would retain control ofryrain and your bread. But that's all you wouldiédna
Obviously, when you send grain that you own actiessea you are taking a risk. You may never see it
or any return again. There are various risks likates, shipwrecks, and unscrupulous traders.tlete

are also prospects of receiving back a dividenkad been said, “A ship in harbor is safe, butithabt
what ships are built for® The truth is, any kind of investing requires falfothing ventured, nothing
gained. No risk, no reward. So Solomon saimr’t play it safe—take risKs



The thought of 11:1 is repeated and unfolded iR.1As is often done in the Scriptures, the casesis
stated in a figure to grab our attention, and th@fain literal statement is given to avoid all gibgity of
misunderstanding. So 11:2 is a commentary on Batbmon puts it like this'Divide your portion to
seven, or even to eight, for you do not knowhat misfortune may occur on the earth.”Here
Solomon clearly encourages us to diversity oursiments. The phrase “to seven or even to eiglities
Old Testament pattern of x +"1Solomon speaks of trying every avenue there isttaenl adding one
more. The reason for dividing your portion is “yd not know what misfortuiémay occur on the
earth.” The stock market could drop, the valuemfryhouse could plummet, Social Security could run
out, and Medicare may be insufficient. Any numbifirmancial misfortunes could, and most likely will
occur. In light of this, you and | must preparette best of our abilities. The phrase “you do maw’ is
found four times in 11:2-6. This has been a comtheme throughout Ecclesiastes (cf. 1:13; 3:10, 11;
8:17). God and His works and ways cannot be comlgl&hown by fallen mankind, but we can trust
Him because of what we do know!

God's expectation is that we will invest our monégely. Perhaps all of your money has been in the
bank and you are barely drawing interest. You nesdrto consider purchasing stocks or a rental home.
You may need to enroll your kids in the GET progi@uoaranteed Education TuitioH)Do not commit

all of one’s possessions to a single venture. Lfookhe best means of investing the money that trd

has entrusted to you. But don't fall for any getrguick schemes or multi-level marketing busingsse
Before you know it, you've spent all of your money.

The biblical view comes down to this: Since Gocdhal&nows the future, we ought to make our plare, us
our brains, study the situation, take all factots iconsideration, seek wise counsel, do the bestan,

and then leave the results to God. Don't be reskldhat’s the path of certain ruin; but don't sitymur
hands either. Invest your money, take your charstesp like a baby, and let God take care of the
future!® Don't play it safe—take risks

[Why should you diversify your investments? Becaymse don’'t know what will happen in the future.
This reality will be especially drawn out in thdléaving section where Solomon says...]

2. Seize your opportunitieg11:3-6).In this sectionSolomon says that we cannot delay our course of
action. We must “seize the day'Garpe DeimIn 11:3-5, Solomon gives observations concertiieg
way things are, while in 11:6 he gives the pratéggplication—the “so what” of the passage. In 11:3
Solomon writes;If the clouds are full, they pour out rain upon the earth; and whether a tree falls
toward the south or toward the north, wherever thetree falls, there it lies.” Humans experience, but
cannot predict or control, the events of theirdiga recurrent theme in Ecclesiastes). We need to
distinguish between those things about which wedtanothing and those about which we can. Since we
cannot stop nature’s patterns (when it rains orrevagree falls), we had better work on finding
something else to d8.The point is simple: Don’t waste your time with @®affairs! “The earth is the
Lord’s and the fullness thereof” (Ps 24:1 KJV). Gaid be God; He can concern Himself with His
responsibilities. When we do that, we will real@kethat we have to concern ourselves with.

In 11:4 Solomon writesHe who watches the wind will not sow and he who laks at the clouds will

not reap.” This proverb criticizes those who are overly caugior he farmer who waits for the most
opportune moment to plant, when there is no windléas away the seed, and to reap, when there is no
rain to ruin a ripe harvest, will never do anythimg sit around waiting for the right moment. Araj the
seed stays in the barn. Solomon exhorts us nat tikxéo this farmer. Don’t wait for conditions to be
perfect, because that will never happen. It is tha¢ the wind and rain might come and destroy the
harvest. Today’s work might be ruined and you mighte to do it over again tomorrow. But that's akay
Today’s work might succeed as well as tomorrow'sdAf so, then you will be able to reap the rewards
for both.Don't play it safe—take risks



There is no time better than the present to stepndaith. So stop procrastinating! Be diligent
constantly:® If we wait until we “have time” to do something wever will. The “perfect opportunity”
begins now—while we still calf.Don’t put what God has placed in your heart offther day. There is
no perfect time to have kids. We never have enooghey, energy, or patience. Once you have children,
don’t wait for the right time to spend time witreth. Before you know it, your kids will be all growp.
If you are married, don't wait for your husbandwife to be all that you want. Begin pouring youe li
into your spouse now. Don’t wait until you have rgptime, more money, or better health. If you are a
student, seek to accomplish all of your dreamsytoDan’t settle for settled-for Christianity. If yoare
not currently ministering, get involved today. l€wvait until we're less busy, until we feel righttil

just the right moment, we will never witness, neseve, and never see resullsen't play it safe—take
risks

In 11:5 Solomon continues with two more analodidsst as you do not knowthe path of the wind

and how bonesare formed in the womb of the pregnant womari? so you do not knowthe activity of
God who makes all things.™ Life is unpredictable and mysterious. Solomon sigss just like the
wind. The wind operates sovereignly. Humankind cargneate or control it, for the wind is unseen and
unknowable. We perceive its presence by its eff@dtikewise, we cannot understand how God forms
bones in the womb. This is far beyond our comprsioen so we have to take this by faith. Yet, inndpi
so, we adhere to the most intelligent option atégldo us. It is clear that the creation of the hnrbody
couldn’t have happened by itself. Scientist Freglelsays this would be akin to a tornado in a jumidy
taking all the pieces of metal lying there and itagrthem into a Boeing 747.So, of course, since we
cannot know God'’s activities, we take it in faitlat He is the one who makes all things.

There are many times when we look at things thairgim the world and we don’t have a clue as totwha
God is doing. But we have to trust Him becausesthé one who makes and sustains all things. Too
many Christians freeze because they don’t know Wiwat wants them to do. They suffer from a paralysis
of analysis. When facing a decision in their liviesgy want God to tell them exactly what their desi
should be. Does God have to tell you what to dofP @¢d tell you what to do? There is a difference
between right or wrong decisions and right or dftisions. In the Bible, the will of God alwayseef to
moral choices—decisions where one path leads targirthe other to righteousness. For these right or
wrong decisions, we can know the will of God. fosind in the Bible. We need to pray and pursue the
path of righteousness. For right or left decisidhsd is under no obligation to reveal His plan$o u

More than likely, He will not. That’s why in Ecclastes Solomon says you just have to be bold and ac
Too often, Christians are looking for a no-fauladé&Ve try to do insider-trading with God to getrso
information that will show us which choice is béstus. But God doesn’t do insider-trading. He does
reveal His plan to men. In the Bible, there are mbn wanted someone to tell them the future. Bilgica
they wanted someone to be their fortune-téi@od won't tell you your fortune; He has alreadigdtgou
your duty. Don'’t call a 900 number to find God'dlwibon't turn everything into a mystical decision
about what you “feel” God wants you to do. If iigight or left decision, pray about it and thetdbo
follow your hear®

Our passage closes in 11:6 with the “so wh&dw your seed in the morning and do not be idféin
the evening, for you do not knowwhether morning or evening sowing will succee®,or whether

both of them alike will be good.” Solomon issues a command: “sow your seed,” whicisésl
metaphorically of giving (cf. 2 Cor 9:6). He wanis to have confidence and leave the results to Gual.
key to this passage is found in 11:6, “do not te. ¢ The terms “morning” and “evening” form a
merism (a figure of speech using two polar extretnésclude everything in between) that connotes
“from morning until evening.” The point is not thide farmer should plant at two times in the day
(morning and evening), but that he should plantiayl long (i.e., from morning until evening)That is
what Solomon would have for us. To represent Gallithat we do, with all that we haveon't play it
safe—take risks




What types of risks can you take? There are mangipitities. One of my best friends left Portlandia
planted a church in Charlotte, NC, because the leatdhim to do so. Similarly, Lori’'s cousin gave ap
great forestry job in Alaska to move to North Caral Is the Lord leading you to a move of some Rind
Theo and Myra Yu have two brilliant daughters, Aippgdind Avonlea, who have opted to leave the
security of their home to go to college halfwayossrthe United States. Two families in our church
recently adopted children from other parts of tlogleh Several of our young people have decidedto g
into military service. Some of our young couples stepping out in faith and choosing a one-income
home. Some of the busiest people in our church barenitted themselves to ministry when there is no
time available in their schedule. Some of our pe@pé sharing their faith with others. They risk
persecution, loneliness, and demotion.

Actor John Wayne (1907-1979) once said, “Courageeiisg scared to death and saddling up anyway.”
So how will you step out in faith today? What witlu do in an attempt to stop playing it safe? Wil
take some risks for the kingdom of God?

Danny Cox, a former jet pilot turned business leaiddls his readers iSeize the Dathat when jet
fighters were first invented, they “flew much fastiean their propeller predecessors.” So pilottegac
became a more sophisticated process. Theoreticdlbpurse, all a pilot needed to do was push #obut
clear the plane, then roll forward out of the seathe parachute would open.

But there was a problem that popped up duringngssome pilots, instead of letting go, would keep
grip on the seat. The parachute would remain tréjpeéwveen the seat and the pilot's back. The ergine
went back to the drawing board and came up withl@#ien. The new design called for a two-inch
webbed strap. One end attached to the front edgeeafeat, under the pilot. The other end attathed
electronic take-up reel behind the headrest. Tworsds after ejection, the electronic take-up remild
immediately take up the slack and force the pidowvhrd out of his seat, thus freeing the parachute.
Bottom line? Jet fighter pilots needed that detickaunch them out of their chairs. The question is
“What will it take to launch us out of ours?”
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Scripture References
Ecclesiastes 11:1-6
Matthew 25:14-30
Galatians 6:7

Mark 4:35-41
Joshua 6:1-5

Psalm 139:13-16

1 Timothy 6:18-19

Study Questions

1.

How would | describe my financial stewardship (£2)2 Do | invest wisely and diversely? Are my spoasd
| in agreement on the level of risk we are willilogassume? Am | actively seeking godly financialresel?
Whom do | seek this counsel from? How often dovisie my financial portfolio? How has the Lord
demonstrated His faithfulness to me in my finances?

In what areas of my life have | been afraid to mforevard for fear of failure (11:3-4)? What stegdaith
could | take in the next week? How would my lifediferent if | began to confront my fears? Whenéd
confronted my fears with God’s Word and His coufagé¢hat was the result?

How well do | handle failure? What lessons havearhed from my past mistakes? Am | gun-shy abaut th
future? If so, what needs to change in my own Heefidre | can be bold again?

What project, dream, idea, or initiative have Ibeestponing? When do | plan to get started? Wkt first
step | need to take? What am | waiting for?

Since | cannot know God'’s thoughts or ways (11;8)5how should | live? What is my understandifig o
God’s will? What freedoms do | have to make decisbbWhat does God ultimately hold me responsibtiotd
How can | be faithful to discern His plans and msgs for my life?
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