“Trivial Pursuits” (Ecclesiastes 1:12-2:26)

What would it take to make you happy? What if yaul the wealth of Bill Gates or Donald Trump?
Would this make you happy? What if you had the sssof Oprah or Martha Stewart? Do you think you
could be happy? What if you had the brains of Gadan or Stephen Hawking? Do you think you could
be happy? Let me guess. Your answer is, “I dondvkrbut I'd sure like to give it a try.”

A few people have been able to possess wealthessicand intelligence just as | described. Solortien,
third king of Israel, was one of them. In some wiagsad everything. He had a thousand wives and
concubines, enormous wealth, international respact,unparalleled wisdom. What he didn’t always
have, however, was a reason for living. He didiwiiags have happiness. He fits the pattern of thalfi
gifted, extremely ambitious person who climbs tdler of success—only to contemplate jumping off
once he’s reached the top.

In the first eleven verses of Ecclesiastes chapter Solomon examined three broad categories in his
search for the key to life: human history, physitature, and human nature. Now in 1:12-2:26, he
narrows his search to his own personal experiéita sense he takes us on his own spiritual sojasr
he searches for satisfaction in life. In the mestiat follow Solomon informs us that he sought
satisfaction in four broad categories, but woune:opty-handed.

1. Satisfaction cannot be found in educatiofil:12-18).In this first section, Solomon states that even
the best education is powerless against life’'sraaiy In 1:12-15, he begins seeking wisdom extsgrnall
“|, the Preacher, have been king over Israel in Jarsalem. And | set my mind to seek and exploré
by wisdonT concerning all that has been done under heaven. ik a_grievous taskwhich God® has
given to the sons of mehto be afflicted with. | have seen all the workgintellectual]which have been
done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity andriving after wind 2 What is crooked cannot be
straightened and what is lacking cannot be countetl.Solomon begins by giving his credentials once
again (1:12; cf. 1:1). Why does he reiterate hsitgm as king? To remind us that he is a man wadm h
everything this world could offer. If anyone codldve found satisfaction in life, it was Solomontekf
citing his credentials, Solomon states that he qely set out to find the ultimate principles behin
everything in the universe (1:13). | assume heistlliterature and art, psychology and sociology,
astronomy and physics, and theology and philosdjBut he found his search to be a “grievous tagk;” f
there are so many things that yield no answers) ed®n assaulted by the highest of human inteltigen
Everywhere Solomon turned with his knowledge arstiain he fountiebel(1:14)*° Things that were
crooked to his mind he couldn’t straighten out; trete were many gaps he couldn't fill in (1:15).

In 1:16-18, Solomon transitions to seeking wisdaterinally*? He writes | said to myself, ‘Behold, |
have magnified and increased wisdom more than alllwo were over Jerusalem before me; and my
mind has observed a wealth of wisdom and knowledgénd | set my mind to know wisdom and to
know madness and folly; | realized that this also is striving after wind. Because imuch wisdom
there is much grief, and increasing knowledge restd in increasing pain.” If Solomon were alive
today, he would say, “You've heard of Socratestd?land Aristotle? Moronst Solomon’s point in
1.16 is that he is the wisest man that has eved]iyet he still couldn’t find satisfaction in edtion and
learning. At first glance, it is natural to assutiat Solomon’s quest led him to observe insanity.
However, in Scripture both “madness” and “folly”phg moral perversity rather than mental oddy.
Having felt that he had mastered intellectual pitss&olomon decides he will seek to understand the
pursuit of pleasure. These verses anticipate 2;vthére the actual pursuit of physical pleasure is
described, but here he means that he examinedelaf pleasure from a philosophical standpointt, Yre
the end, he finds that much wisdom leads to “mu@f’gand “increasing pain.” Every pursuit for
wisdom and knowledge under the sun is like “stigvifter wind.”



Have you ever tried to catch the wind in your h&nii$s impossible. In fact, it is a ridiculousiytiie

waste of time. It can’t be done! This is exactlyd®daon’s point. Wisdom “under the sun” fails to séi

the soul. This observation actually demonstratésran’s wisdom, for the more knowledge we acquire
the more we realize just how ignorant we are. Agr&es himself said, “I am the wisest of all Greeks
because I of all men know that | know nothing.” There we are educated in current events, the more
serious the world’s problems appear. The betteunderstand the vastness of our universe, the more
insignificant we become. In other words, increasingwledge often compounds our sense of futffity.
T.S. Eliot once remarked, “All our knowledge bringsnearer to our ignoranc¥.”

[So the pursuit of education is not the answeifédsldilemmas. Now we will see that...]

2. Satisfaction cannot be found in pleasuré:1-11).In this section, Solomon describes his grand
experiment into pleasure and its total failure.fellowed the philosophy of the advertising slog&fu
only go around once in life, so grab all the gusto can get.” He grabbed for all the pleasure#fefBut
after some time he realized that the “gusto” was felfilling and did not taste so gréain the first eight
verses, he speaks of at least six kinds of pledwsitged in his effort to find satisfaction.

e Humor (2:2). Solomon writes;| said to myself, ‘Come now, | will test you withpleasure. So
enjoy yourself.” And behold, it too was futility. | said of laughter, ‘It is madness,’ and of
pleasure, ‘What does it accomplish?*® Solomon mocks “laughter” as “madness.” | don’t
know if the comics he listened to were as bad aotles we see on TV today, but if so, I'm not
surprised he labeled it “madness.” Do you realigkthhe leading comedians of our day are
sincerely satisfied with life? Has humor given theminside track on human happiness?
Hardly? It is easy to seek to lose ourselves in comedyemtertainment whether it is in a

theater, in front of our TV, or on-line. Althoughcian seem like a great escape, it leaves us empty

in the end.

*  Wine (2:3).Solomon writes'l explored with my mind how to stimulate my body with wine
while my mind was guiding me wisely, and how to tak hold of folly, until | could see what
good there is for the sons of men to do under heavéhe few years of their lives."Many
people assume Solomon was a “party animal” whalgatk like a skunk. Not so! He was too
smart for that. Getting drunk for pleasure is alasitiumb as jumping off a ten-story building to
enjoy the breeze. Rather, Solomon was a connoisédime wine, but he clearly states that he
didn’t drink so much that it would prevent his mifidm guiding him wisely. Rather, wine
became a socially acceptable way to loosen up @jog people and conversations. Yet, he states
that it is futility.

» Projects (2:4-6) Solomon writes;l enlarged my works: | built houses for myself | planted
vineyards for myself, | made gardens and parks for myselind | planted in them all kinds
of fruit trees; | made ponds of water_for myselffrom which to irrigate a forest of growing
trees.” Solomon tried to create his own Garden of Edes.Hildings, vineyards, gardeftsand
irrigation canals are legendary. Solomon’s temgpleniown to be one of the most magnificent
buildings of all time. It took 153,000 workers sawears to build® However, it took them
thirteen years to build Solomon’s own house! Imagimat you could build with unlimited
resources and 100,000 plus workers. Imagine whabked like! But did all this beauty satisfy?
No, it didn’t. The projects described here don&reeo resemble an ongoing job or trade as much
as leisure projects. The house-building, tree-pignand reservoir-constructing in Ecclesiastes
might correspond to a new shed, some tomatoesa apdnkler system in your backyard—on a
grander scale than we're used to, certainly, beiiritended result of personal enjoyment is the
same. Yet, this will never satisfy.



» Possessions (2:7-8%0lomon writes;| bought male and female slaves and | had homebar
slaves. Also | possessed flocks and herds largeathall who preceded me in Jerusalem.
Also, | collected for myself silver and gold and th treasure of kings and provinces.He
bought more and more slaves and even bred therarmdssed larger herds than anyone before
him—the real measure of wealth to the average Marcollected gold and silver and all manner
of luxurious gifts from other kings and countri€a great was Solomon'’s fortune that silver and
gold were soon regarded in Jerusalem as stonegq1L&27; 2 Chron 1:15). Not one of all the
above good things brought satisfaction or joy. ¢erturies, the old saying that “money can'’t buy
happiness” has been espoused by many, but fewieseheir lives as if there is any truth to this
statement—in fact, quite the contrary. As one wigedit with deep insight put it, “All | want is
the chance to prove that money can’t buy happitféss.

The classic movi€itizen Kandllustrates this point. In the film, you watch tblearacter Charles
Foster accrue an incredible amount of wealth, irtitimately destroys him. As Foster is
progressively tainted by his desire for wealth, povand pleasure, there is a recurring shot of a
fireplace in his home. As the wealth grows and beomore destructive, the fireplace gets
bigger and bigger until in the last few framess ithe largest thing in the movie. The fireplace is
always burning and consuming. By the end of theiedkie fireplace takes up almost an entire
wall of his house. Foster’s life is nothing butstih@ging inferno that never, ever is consumed until
he dies. And when he dies, all his possessionsuareed. The viewer watches his entire life go
up in smoke. The only difference between Fostermaast of us is that his stuff produced a lot of
smoke2.4He had a big trash bag. We will have Iltitey trash bags. But in the end, it all goes up in
smoke”

e Music (2:8b).Solomon says| provided for myself male and female singers.He didn’t need
an iPod; he had live musicians with him whenevewhated. Can you imagine having your
favorite musician or band travel with you whereyeu go? All you have to do is snap your
fingers and they are at your beck and call. Thisisdutile.

e Sexual Pleasure (2:8b)Solomon says| provided the pleasures of men—many concubines.”
Solomon had 700 wives and 300 concubines. One dimousomen available to him any time of
the day or night! Surely that ended his searclsdtisfaction, didn’t it? Well, it ended his close
relationship with God, but it didn't end his quést meaning and significance. It only left him
bored, empty, and frustrated. Several years ag@ad an article about Hugh Hefner in
Christianity TodayThe author explained that Hefner is completeedsitized to sexual activity
due to excess. Even though he owns the Playboyiomarisr many years he has not had a sexual
relationship with a woman. What a glaring examglée futility of immorality.

Solomon summarizes his pursuit of pleasure withohis analysis in 2:9-11Then | became great and
increased more than all who preceded me in Jerusate My wisdom also stood by me. All that my
eyes desired | did not refuse them. | did not withbld my heart from any pleasure, for my heart was
pleased because of all my labor and this was my rewd for all my labor.? Thus | considered all my
activities which my hands had done and the labor wibh | had exerted, and behold all was vanity
and striving after wind and there was no profit uncer the sun.” | cannot help but think here of Jesus’
guestion in Mark 8:36: “For what does it profit amto gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul?”
Solomon would answer, “Nothing. It profits him niottp at all.” Solomon says, “It won't work. You can
earn more, spend more, collect more, drink moremese, sin more, you name it, but none of those
things will put meaning into life.”

[So far we have seen that the pursuit of knowldddetile and the pursuit of pleasure is futile.\iNo
Solomon will tell us that...]



3. Satisfaction cannot be found in wisdonf2:12-17).It's been said that a good preacher makes points
that are bluntly stated, clearly explained, andessly repeated. That's what Solomon is doing here.
Solomon has already talked about wisdom and kngeed the end of chapter one, so perhaps he is
going back to the subject rather than pursuingvatoeic, but | prefer to think that his previous
discussion dealt primarily with the acquiring ofokvledge or education, while now he is more conagrne
with the application of wisdom and knowledge. Sabonshares two important principles.

e The wise man and the fool die alike (2:12-14olomon writes,So | turned to consider
wisdom, madness and folly; for what will the man davho will come after the king[Adam,
the ‘king’ of creationlexcept what has already been done? And | saw thaisdom excels
folly as light excels darkness. The wise man’s eyaee in his head, but the fool walks in
darkness. And yet | know that one fate befalls thenboth.” Solomon concedes that wisdom
has certain advantages over ignorance. Howevepjtdats advantages, even the remarkable gift
of wisdom falls under the general condemnatiohadfel The grim reaper stalks the wise and the
fool, the righteous and the wicked, the believet e unbeliever. Death is the great equalizer,
and if it makes no distinctions, then why botheb¢ooverly wise? Why not act the fool if we all
end up in the same grave anyway?

» The wise man and the fool are both forgotten (2:13). Solomon writes;Then | said to
myself, ‘As is the fate of the fooal, it will also bfall me. Why then have | been extremely
wise?’ So | said to myself, ‘This too is vanity.’ Br there is no lasting remembrance of the
wise man as with the fool, inasmuch as in the contardays all will be forgotten. And how the
wise man and the fool alike die! So | hated lifeof the work which had been done under the
sun was grievous to me; because everything is futtyl and striving after wind.” The
intellectual’s real hope is that he will achievstiag fame and be long remembered for his great
contributions. Solomon pronounces all this to bdlasion. Future generations will no more
remember the scholar than they will the beggalherstreet. In fact, a good case could actually
be made for the fact that fools are rememberecelotign the wise. At least the crazy get more
press. And what is Solomon’s response to all tHisBays in 2:17, “So | hated life.” Notice
carefully that he doesn’t say, “So | hate life,'t buhatedlife.” This is not his final conclusion,
not even his present outlook, but it was his atétwhen his pursuit of wisdom turned up a dry
hole—he despaired of even living.

Consider the sum total of all our knowledge, all progress, all our technology. Has any of it reall

made the experience of life richer? Yes, we arekthé to God for medical advances and jet travebsiv

of us have more information on the hard driveswfamputers than entire nations once possessed in
their ancient libraries. Yet, there have never lmemany unhappy people, so many illiterate, soyman
hungry, diseased, and disowned. All our accumulkteaviedge of history cannot keep us from terrorism
and war and discord on every contin€itVe spend millions on AIDS awareness, yet people tkhow
better” regularly engage in promiscuous sex. Wehmwre consultants and experts in business than eve
before, yet bankruptcies continually occur. We haaened about fat grams and exercise routinesyget
are the most obese nation in the world. Books oaering and marriage appear regularly, yet families
seem to struggle as never beftre.

[Solomon has pursued education, pleasure, and misd@ personal experience takes him on one more
excursion, but the result is the same.]

4. Satisfaction cannot be found in work2:18-26).Now a significant number of people will agree with
me on this point, for all of us at one time or d@otlose interest in our work and wonder if it'®av
worth it. But let’s see the reasons behind Solomamalysis. Again, Solomon shares two critical
principles.




e You can't take it with you (2:18-20)Solomon writes;Thus | hated all the fruit of my labor
for which | had labored under the sun, for | must kave it to the man who will come after
me. And who knows whether he will be a wise man @ fool? Yet he will have control over
all the fruit of my labor for which | have labored by acting wisely under the sun. This too is
vanity. Therefore | completely despaired of all thdruit of my labor for which | had labored
under the sun.” It's a pretty sure bet that Solomon was a Type-fs@eality. He's like many
Americans today. It's easy for some of us to weverk, work, strategize, plan, skip vacations,
miss out on family time and leisure, and work, warkrk some more. Then, when everything is
in place, when all the ducks are in a row, wham!dieand have to leave it all to others. That is
a fact that applies to every one of us. King Twttktto take it with him, and we smile at the
futility of his effort. But millions after him havacted as though they could take it, amassing
great fortunes while fearful of spending them tbsty die penniless.

* You can't control it when you're gone (2:21-23%0lomon writes;When there is a man who
has labored with wisdom, knowledge and skill, thehe gives his legacy to one who has not
labored with them. This too is vanity and a great @l. For what does a man get in all his
labor and in his striving with which he labors unde the sun? Because all his days his task is
painful and grievous; even at night his mind doesat rest. This too is vanity.” Some people
amass great fortunes, not for their own benefitftutheir children’s benefit. But there’s no
guarantee that the child will show the same wisdleih the parent showed. Typically, large
fortunes are squandered by those who inherit. Miem than not it also ends up destroying
relationships. Leaving our loved ones too much miighworse than leaving them too little.

The disappointing reality is that significance catnipe found in work. Some time ago, an aspiring
television star was given a shot at a network seke went to the NBC studios, saw his name on a
parking space, found the crew treating him likeatby and admired the star on his dressing room.doo
The series pilot was shot in five days, but televiexecutives rejected it. When the young actiby he

one said goodbye, the name was gone from his gasdace, and his dressing room was locked. “All the
success was like smoke,” he said. “I couldn’'t geaadle on it; like cotton candy, once it was in my
mouth it was gone.” Our culture is a cotton-candyld—sugary and seductive—a pink swirl of empty
calories. Today you might be the “flavor of the riighiwith Hollywood or Wall Street at your command.
Tomorrow your pockets may be as empty as your®dtyou don’t believe me, ask Britney Spears.

Solomon, the Preacher, has taken us on his searshtfsfaction through the pursuit of education,
pleasure, wisdom, and work. Each effort he hasgddg be futile. None of these areas, when purfred
their own sake, are able to provide meaning arigfaation in life. So he concludes this entire gatin
2:24-26 with these word&There is nothing better for a man than to eat anddrink and tell himself
that his labor is good. This also | have seen thitis from the hand of God. For who can eat and
who can have enjoyment without Him? For to a persomwho is good in His sight He has given
wisdom and knowledge and joy, while to the sinner El has given the task of gathering and
collecting so that he may give to one who is good in God’s sight This too is vanity and striving
after wind.” 3! At first glance, 2:24 almost appears that the Premhas flipped and is telling us that since
life is hebe] the best thing you can do is to gorge yourself,dgunk, and tell yourself that your labor is
worthwhile, even though you know it isn’'t. But thata serious misunderstanding of his point. Solomo
is saying that eating and drinking and laboringilevtievoid of ultimate meaning in and of themselves
are infused with meaning and purpose and happarassatisfaction, when done in accord with God’s
regulations and with His blessing. What spoils ¢hastivities is our greediness to get out of theonem
than they can give or our tendency to do them teex Nevertheless, God longs for us to enjoy these
activities. He wants us to enjoy a good meal winids. He encourages us to drink in moderation. He
expects us to have a positive attitude toward wionrk; The highest reward for man'’s toil is not whegt
gets for it, but what he becomes by*tt.”



God also wants us to realize that He will grane¢hgifts to those who please him: wisdom, knowledge
and joy. But to the sinner who persists in tryingegmake God's world, there is also an outcome: “a
chasing after the wind.” This reference to the otef wind is to the frustrating activity in whid¢he
sinner works night and day to heap things up amiynd in the end that he must, and as a mattéaabf
does, turn them over to the one who pleases®blis again demonstrates the utter futility andgiant
nature of life.

Picture your hands out in front of you, cupped tbge palms up. In your open hands are all thegthin
He has entrusted to you—money, cars, a home, tuenieverything. All of these are His gifts (Jak7):
We are the stewards, and faithfulness is our chaiggt means our hands must never close over fise gi
but remain open so that He may use them as regquaed refill our handd’

The main conclusion of Solomon’s search3st satisfaction from God’s giftSatisfaction is a gift from
God, just like salvation. When we can take our atlon, our pleasure, our wisdom, and our work &s gi
from God, then our search has found its goal. Ahtha good things that God has in store for uscanmes.
Death will take none of that satisfactitn.
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Scripture References
Ecclesiastes 1:12-2:26
1 Corinthians 3:18-23
Isaiah 55:8-9

Job 11:7-8

Philippians 3:7-14
Jeremiah 9:23-24
John 17:1-3

Study Questions

1.

What role does education play in my life? How intpat is learning to me? Can | balance knowledge and
humility? How have | seen wisdom to be a “grievotask (1:13, 18)? Will | be a lifelong learner tigtvilling
to recognize the limitations of wisdom and edug#io

Do I love God more than | love the pleasures @f (#:1-11)? Are the pleasures God gives me rensrideme
of my gracious and loving heavenly Father? Are teagpures the catalysts by which | serve Him more
effectively and enjoy Him more fully?

What is my perspective on the death of people 28y Have | fully acknowledged the transient natfmy
own life? How has this mindset affected my pursiippleasure and management of time?

What is my philosophy of work (2:18-23)? Have | ked to work to satisfy my desires for significanteso,
how can | begin to recognize that this is not thgpse of work? Read Colossians 3:22-25.

Have | learned to enjoy life (2:24-26)? Have | steg to “smell the roses” along the way? How cdiows
down my pace of life and enjoy God’s good gifts?dMan | enjoy a good meal with? How can we celebrat
the goodness of God in our lives?



Notes

! M.R. De Haan lIEcclesiaste$Grand Rapids: RBC, 1983), 9-10.

2 The careful reader will notice that Solomon begipsaking in the first person in Eccl 1:12. The bagis is upon
his personal experience.

% The phrasél set my mind” (1:13, 17) is what is known as aclision (i.e., the bracketing off of a passage by
beginning and ending a section with the same oitasimvord or phrase). The use of this particulalusion again
emphasizes Solomon’s personal experience.

* The word translated “seekiigrasl) means to penetrate to the very core of a mattaite the word translated
“explore” (tur) means to investigate a subject on all sidesidmhest for satisfaction, Solomon did his
homework—he did a thorough job.

® “wisdom” (chokmal in this context does not refer to living life WiGod in view. It means using human
intelligence (“under the sun”) as an instrumenfetwet out truth and significance.

® Ecclesiastes does not use the divine W&weh God'’s covenantal name (Exod 3:14-15). Insteaglbthok uses
the wordElohimfor God twenty-eight times, a word that stressisddvereignty over all creation. The wisdom
writers often us&lohimwhen they wish to speak of universal truth instefituths that are peculiar to God’s
covenantal relationship to Israel. Ronald B. Alldgclesiastes,” ifNelsons New lllustrated Bible Commentary
(Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1999), 782.

" Most of our Bibles have translated the Hebrew vaatdm(“man”) as “men.” The phrase then reads: “Itis a
grievous task which God has given the sons of mdietafflicted with.” Yet, Solomon seems to be dilhg to
Adam and the effects of the Fall. Therefore, themits: On account of Adam’s fall, the sons of Adaeek and
explore in pursuit of the meaning of life, but to avail.

8 “Striving after wind” is only used in the book BEclesiastes. Seven of its nine occurrences fdilelel(“vanity,”
futile,” etc.) statements (1:14; 2:11, 17, 26; 446:9). Constable suggests, “This phrase ‘stg\fter wind’ occurs
frequently in Eccl 1:12-6:9 and is a structural keathat indicates the end of a subsection of Sotdsthought (cf.
1:17; 2:11, 17, 26; 4:4, 6, 16; 6:9).” Dr. Thomaddonstable, “Notes on Ecclesiastes”; 2007 edition:
http://www.soniclight.com/constable/notes/pdf/es@stes.pdfl0.

° A universal theme in wisdom and philosophic wisris that the life of wisdom is the highest ofcallings. In
Plato the task of the philosopher is the purestloHere, however, it is a grievous task (we cdudghslate the
phrase as a “lousy job”). Duane A. GarrBttpverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Sofid&C; Nashville: Broadman,
1993).

9In Rom 1:21-32, Paul says that man’s thoughtsamish, futile, dark, immoral, and perverted.

1 Solomon observes that it is God who has “afflittesiwith this task. This is significant because thffliction”
that we experience should be the very thing thisedrus to God, the ultimate goal of living.

2 The external and internal divisions come from B&r Davis, The Book of Ecclesiastegultnomah Biblical
Seminary unpublished class notes.

13 The phrase “I realized” and its synonyms occugdently in Ecclesiastes (cf. 1:13; 2:1, 3, 14,347, 18, 22;
7:25; 8:9, 16; 9:1).

 This is a great line from Vicini in the classic vi Princess Bride.

15 Garrett,Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs

8 Michael P. Andrus, “The Search for SatisfactioBt¢lesiastes 1:12-2:26): unpublished sermon notes.

" Quoted in David JeremiaBgearching for Heaven on Ear(Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2004), 23.

18 Kurt De Haan, “Why in the World am | Here?” (GraRdpids: RBC, 1987), 8.

19 |dentifying Eccl 1:3; 2:2; and 6:8a as verses fhiasent questions that “are among the nsigtimportant
guestions in the book,” Miller observes: “Toil, pure, wisdom. In one sense, each of these idaride question:
by implication they make a statement that therisurplus for toil, that pleasure accomplishet¢hing and that
the wise have&o advantage over the fool. Yet, their form as questiraises the possibility of an answer and
Qoheleth finally does supply one in each casevieataally allows for value in toil (2:24; 3:13; 48:17 [Engl. v.
18]; 11:6); he urges that to seek pleasure accsimgilittle (2:1), although life without it is whtess (2:24; 3:12-
13; 4:8; 5:17 [Engl. v. 18]), and it is particubatb be found in companionship (4:8-9; 9:9); hessfayally that
though wisdom has limitations, it preserves lifel (#12; 9:16-18; 10:10). By delaying his answershéleth raises
tension and uncertainty for the reader.” DouglaMiler, “What the Preacher Forgot: The Rhetoric of
Ecclesiastes,Catholic Biblical Quarterly62 (2000): 229.

20 prov 14:13 states, “Even in laughter the heart bein pain, and the end of joy may be grief.”

21 One of the reasons we love gardens is becausevamfirst made in one. It was the only place othetirat was
completed, then Adam and mankind was given thedéaskltivating the rest. Gardens are an echo afidno




22 5ee 1 Kgs 6:38 and 7:1.

2 Tim A. Krell, “Chasing the Wind: Philosophical Redtions on Life”: unpublished paper (3/1/1996).

% Tommy NelsonThe Problem of Life with Go@ashville: Broadman & Holman, 2002), 31-32.
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In our current section of the book, the author begd address tremal (noun -- labor, toil, trouble; verb -- to work,
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of the book [30x] than in the second half [5x])e thwuthor utilizes the various grammatical formsuwfal (labor) 35
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2"\Wayne SchmidtSoul Managemer{Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996), 35-36.
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