“Stand Your Ground” (Daniel 1:1-21)

Today, we begin a series on the book of Daniellthat calling, “Courageous Living in Chaotic Tinies.
Perhaps you're asking, “Why study the book of D&Yii€hat's a legitimate question, so | want to
provide you three reasons. FjBaniel’s situation parallels our owr-or most of his life, Daniel lived as
part of a believing minority in a pagan majorityof the time he was a teenager until he died in his
eighties, he served under a series of pagan Kitgsever had the luxury of living in a nation sumded
by people who shared his beliefs. From his storywilledraw many useful principles as we attempt to
live for Christ in a world filled with people whad't share our faith.Second, Daniel’s prophecies may
soon be fulfilled This book is filled with dreams, visions, and pinecies about the end times. We will
discover an amazing correlation between the wofdsaiel and life in the Zicentury? Robert
Macfarlane once said, “The church speaks the laggoithe End, so that we will know just how high
the stakes are in the preseht.like to keep the end-times before us so thativeewith a sense of
urgency.Finally, Daniel's God is our God too—and He islstih the throneThe theme of the book of
Daniel is: God is large and in charge! He is inrgheof nations, families, and individuals. He isharge
of the past, the present, and the future. He ¢hamrge of good times and bad times. There is ngtiiat
happens in the world or in your life apart from G8tudying the book of Daniel ought to increaseryou
confidence in the sovereignty of a God who makesistakes.

Act 1: Judah’s captivity (1:1-2).With that said, the book of Daniel begins with whppears to be a
tragic mistake on God’s pafin the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah,’
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem drbesieged it.” The Lord gave Jehoiakim
king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the@essels of the house of God; and he brought
them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his goénd he brought the vessels into the treasury of
his god” (1:1-2).Verse 1 doesn’t begin with the thrill of victoryyttrather with the agony of defeat.
Daniel takes us back to 605 BC as the armies ofibledminezzar besiege JerusaféFhis obliteration of
Jerusalem looks like the triumph of pagan gods thestrue God of Israel. However, 1:2 states ttzd “
Lord gave” His people into the hands of His enemies. Darsebithe Hebrew vermtan from which
we derive the name Nathan. This word means “to.giv@od Himself gave His people into the hands of
an idolatrous king. God had made a covenant witkelspromising that He would care for them and
bless thenif they obeyed His Word, but if they disobeyed He watiasten them and scatter them
among the GentileSFor decades, God'’s prophets had warned Judak'sllat their idolatry,
immorality, and injustice toward the poor and needyld lead to the nation’s ruin. The prophets fasv
day coming when God would bring the Babylonian atmglestroy Jerusalem and the temple and take the
people captive to Babylofi.God would rather have His people living in sharhefiptivity in a pagan
land than living like pagans in the Holy Land ansbdacing His namé&. So even though the fall of
Jerusalem looked like a victory for God’s enemiewas actually a victory for the Lord! He kept His
covenant with Israel and He fulfilled His promiséghis is further supported by the fact that Danggs
the Hebrew terri\donai(“Lord”), which emphasizes God’s sovereignty other affairs of men®
Daniel’s selection of this title emphasizes Godgeseignty, the dominant theme of the bdbk.

Nevertheless, imagine being in Daniel’s sandalsgtd® up a good Jewish boy. He read God's Word,
prayed, and worshipped in the temple. Suddenlgreign enemy conquers his nation. He is plucked up
as a teenager, put in a totally different cultardjfferent environment, different language, digfetr

people, different food and they say, “You've goberome a different person.” It's tough enough when
you move to a new school or new community. Canigmagine a totally different culture? What if Iran
took over America and exported some of our fineshagers to Iran. Suddenly you could no longeerist
to the music you listen to, you couldn't wear thattes you wear, couldn’t eat the food you eat)d@t
pray to your God. Suddenly you're made to eat &ariood, pray to Allah, and wear Iranian clothes.
That's what happened to these teenagers. It wahtdineir world fell apart.



Act 2: The selection of the trainee$1:3—7).Although Daniel’s future once looked bright, itvnday in
shadows. Yet, all of sudden, an unexpected opptytpresents itself In 1:3-5 Daniel writes‘Then

the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his officla, to bring in some of the sons of Israel, includg
some of the royal family and of the nobles, youths whom was no defect, who were good-looking,
showing intelligence in evenbranch of wisdom, endowed with understanding and discerning
knowledge, and who had ability for serving in the kng’s court; and he ordered him to teach them
the literature and language of the ChaldeangThis is an ancient name for the Babyloniafi$hg king
appointed for them a daily ration from the king's choice food and from the wine which he drank,
and appointed that they should be educated three years, at the érof which they were to enter the
king’s personal service.* These verses mark quite a twist in our story. A bemnof deported Hebrews
are hand selected to move from the prison to tkecpalnstead of rotting away as slaves, an eley
of teens are awarded a full-ride scholarship (remeh board) for the best education available in the
ancient world. Upon graduation they are guaranéeeareer in the government of the world’s greatest
superpower. Daniel and three other teens would tievepportunity to study Babylonian philosophy,
religion, magic, astrology, science, and mediciktehe end of three years, they would be able ta gz
prestigious B.A.—"Babylonia of Arts” degree. Thisdn unprecedented opportunity for some of Israel's
elite young people. This is an opportunity thatyoang person would want to turn down.

A natural question is: Why does Nebuchadnezzatiteitre elite Hebrews to serve him? Answer: He is
after the best of the best because he has an addéaaeants to save himself some grief and at theesa
time develop some influential and powerful men.dhMebe is smart and he is a student of history. In
Exodus, Pharaoh’s plan was to persecute God'’s edpl was ruthless and put them through hard labor.
He broke their back as slaves. It was a territibck on God’s people, but all that happened was th

they multiplied and became stronger! Nebe recogrizat persecution doesn’t work. He realizes that t
best way to subdue these Hebrews is not to peestuern, but to prosper them. His strategy is to
welcome them and absorb them into the Babyloni#tareu He opens doors of opportunity for them and
places them on the fast track to Babylonian sucéésss convinced that they will find it so intoating

that they will quickly forget all about their Hebvavorldview and commitment to Gdd.

This story speaks powerfully to the church in Aroarioday. Over the years, God has used America to
send billions of dollars to countries in need. Aiteehas sent countless missionaries to the outérmos
parts of the world. America has been a friend tads Consequently, Satan is irate over some ofdiogl
work that God has allowed us to do. So what doedoReHe attacks us, not with persecution, but with
prosperity. The strategy is very simple. Intoxic@ted’s people with the things of this world. Gralijya
erode their distinctive practices and values, amdllinot be long before they are so assimilated ithe
culture that their distinctive calling to live f@od’s glory is simply overwhelmed. Satan’s gamenias
worked magnificently, and we've become an anemétlathargic people. In fact, some believers who
might be heroes under the persecution of Egyptiaable to resist the seductions of Babylon. Theeefo
since we recognize the grave dangers of prospar@ynust diligently strive to practice the disaigliof
contentment. We must also “consider how to stineutate another to love and good deeds, not forsaking
our own assembling together, as is the habit ofesdimt encouragingne anotherand all the more as
you see the day drawing near” (Heb 10:24-25).

Back in Babylon four Hebrew teens come to the foretf(1:6)* Their names and the meanings of their
names are as follows: Daniel (“God is my Judge’gnbhiah (“The Lord is gracious”), Mishael (“Who is
like the Lord?"), and Azariah (“The Lord has helpedhe original Hebrew names tell us that thesg fo
teenagers must have been raised in godly homeareynts who raised their children to serve the true
God. We don't really know anything about Daniel&gnts, but they gave him a great name. It wak as i
his parents said, “You will not always have to gareaccount to us. But one day you will have tegia
account to God. He is watching over you alwayskhi®vs what you think, and He sees all you do. He
alone is your judge, so watch your life close'y.”



| believe it is rather likely that these young ntemed out to be men of character and devotiondd G
because of the influence of the parents. We mugrnenderestimate our role as parents and/or
grandparents. We must seek to invest our timeggnand spiritual maturity into our kids. The Psaim
likens our children to “arrows in the hand of a i@t (Ps 127:4). This verse serves to remind as e
have about eighteen or twenty years to shape afdigno children, then we must shoot them out of our
home. What are you doing right now to spiritualiggeare your children to survive persecution or
prosperity? How are you helping them to walk withd3 If you're not doing much, don't beat yourself
up. Simply take a single baby step today. If youdmé been training with your children, make a
commitment to pray with your children or teens éhnéghts a week. If you haven’t been reading the
Bible to your children or teens, ask their forgiges and then invite them to read God's Word witl b
least once a week. A simple desire and determmadigpiritually impact your children and
grandchildren can make the difference in whetherobra walk with God.

In 1:7, there is another turn of events. Danieteg ' Then the commander of the officials assigned

new names to them; and to Daniel he assigndbe name Belteshazzar, to Hananiah Shadrach, to
Mishael Meshach and to Azariah Abed-nego.There is disagreement on the meaning of these names
but what is certain is that these young men are lmeing identified with the gods of Babylon. Ashpena
is attempting to “Babylonize” these teenagers. Bigipg them in another place, filling their mindghw
Babylonian teaching, and calling them by anoth@neehe was attempting to erode the roots of their
distinctive faith in God. At the end of three yeat8abylon University, they would emerge with flgi
colors and a thoroughly Babylonian worldview. Theguld still be Jews, of course, but they would
think, act, and respond exactly like the Babyloafdn

Act 3: The test of faith (1:8-16)?' Verse 8 is the key verse of this chaptBut Daniel made up his
mind? that he would not defile himself with the king’s toice food or with the wine which he

drank; so he soughtpermission from the commander of the officials that he might ot defile

himself.” Verse 8 begins with the phrase “But Daniel” (cfL1l). Daniel is a man of action who is willing
to go against the grain. Yet, it is interesting thaniel didn't take a stand prior to this momesven
though he had to take Babylonian cladsasd receive a pagan name. Why didn’t he stangdrbisnd and
put up a fight over his Babylonian education or rathange? In the Old Testament there is no
prohibition against taking classes from pagansheroccult. A believer is free to learn what otheojple
have to teach. Moses and Joseph were both schiogbagian cultures. There is also no biblical
prohibition against being given a pagan name; ystigan’t worship a pagan deity. Joseph’s nhame was
changed to reflect an Egyptian god and it didnérseo bother him, either. But here in 1.8 the word
“defile” (gaal) describes self corruption or impurity that corfresn “any breach of moral or ceremonial
law.”** To defile yourself is to break a law that you kniewvrong. It appears, therefore, that to eat the
food of the king would have somehow been unlawdulDaniel. Perhaps the food wasn't kosher. In the
Old Testament, there were dietary laws that forkies from eating foods that were unclean or
improperly prepare€f In addition, the king’s food was likely taken framimals sacrificed to

Babylonian gods, and the wine was probably dedicttéabylonian gods. To eat and drink this food
and wine would therefore be a violation of the fAWo eat and drink the items dedicated to these gods
was to acknowledge their deity. But | think theseh additional insight worth noting. Daniel regely
states that the food and wine are from the king, @, 13, 15, 16 To eat from the king’s table meant a
pledge of loyalty to the king instead of remainiogal and dependent upon God. Nebuchadnezzar has
just defiled the Temple in Jerusalem and plundésagtensils. How can Daniel give total allegiatae
him?® By refusing to eat the king’s choice food, the ygunen are acknowledging God as the Creator
and Sustainer worthy of all praise and gl&tylitimately, God’s glory is what's really importarfthis is

a truth that you can “go to the wall” for becaused@ Word clearly articulates it. Sadly, Christians
frequently argue over the things which God hagmiken about, while allowing the things He has spoke
about to slip under the rd§Where God said no, Daniel said no. We need to tasesame philosophy.




Saying no must not have been easy for Daniel. Daaigd have thought, “Wait a minute, I'm just a
kid.®* Why should | be expected to turn down the go@PlifOr he could have said, “Look at all of those
other fellows. Why should just four of us be dertieel king’s meat and wine? After all, everybodyedks
living it up!” Daniel could have said, “I'm awaydm home, and Mom and Dad will never know.” He
might have thought, “If | don't eat the food andéh#trthe wine, | will lose an opportunity to withessow
can we witness to people if we offend them?” Dao@lld have said, “If we disobey the king, it magst
us our lives. Surely in God’s value system the gmestion of human life is of greater consequenea th
obedience to Him. Furthermore, if we refuse tatleatking’s food, it may cost the life of the offitiwho

is responsible to see that we eat. Would not lesei@ that we eat the food in order to preseree th
official’s life? Does not love overrule obedienoesat divine command?” He could have even said, “iSod
to blame for this. If He had not put us in this aldredicament, it would not have been necessarygo
to break His law.” Here’s the best excuse of alini2| could have reasoned, “Now, Lord, | know this
isn't exactly right, and | probably shouldn’t dolitut | really want a place of leadership in thegdom,
and | know You could really use me if | were Yoapresentative to Nebuchadnezz&r.”

It is worth noting that the phrase “made up hisdhis an expression of thoughtfully regarding oyipg
attention to something.Daniel made up his mind in advance before chaltengircumstances presented
themselves. The backseat of a car is not the bexst 0 be wondering what the Bible has to say abou
sexual purity. A party is not the best place tavomdering what the Bible has to say about drunkssine
A third date is not the best time to be wonderibgut what the Bible has to say about finding titri
mate. At the final exam is not the best time tavoedering what the Bible says about integrity. @ani
made up his mind beforehand, and so should we.

Although Daniel is courageous and stands his groedioes so graciously. He even seeks permission
from the commander of the officials (1:8b). Dard@pbroaches the commander with a respect for
authority. He acts wisely and went through the praghannels, never treating those over him with
contempt’ Similarly, we need to possess confidence and esurtWe need to be grounded, but we also
need to be gracious. In 1:9-10, Daniel and Ashpdiszziss the dilemma over Daniel's convictions:
“Now God granted Daniel favor and compassioft in the sight of the commander of the officials,

and the commander of the officials said to Daniell am afraid of my lord the king, who has

appointed your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces looking more haggard than
the youths who are your own age? Then you would makme forfeit my head to the king.”” At times
God does grant favor and compassion in the sightbélievers. Proverbs 16:7 says: “When a man’s
ways are pleasing to the LORD, He makes even limis to be at peace with him.” But we need to
bear in mind that this not a guarantee. Some lerseare persecuted and eventually put to dea#itHar
case, Ashpenaz is kind toward Daniel. However I$@ fears for his life and is uncomfortable with
Daniel opting out of the king's diet.

Fortunately, Daniel is a man of resilience. Aftahfsenaz says “no,” Daniel goes to his direct oezrse
“But Daniel said to the overseer whom the commandeuf the officials had appointed over Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, ‘Please test your seants for ten days, and let us be given some
vegetables to eat and water to drink. Then let ouappearance be observed in your presence and the
appearance of the youths who are eating the kinghoice food; and deal with your servants
according to what you see™(1:11-13). Daniel provides an alternative. He digast roll over and play
dead; he proposes a reasonable test to be cautieder a ten day period. We should learn a lefison
Daniel. Tomorrow if your boss asks you to do sonmgtlunethical it is probably not wise to respond,
“You dirty rotten scoundrel, I'm a Christian manfwan and | don’t behave that way. You're going to
have to give an account for that one day beforésihe of the universe!” | don’t think that would geer
too terribly well. But if you respond with: “Hondyt I'm not really comfortable with your suggestion
Would you consider another alternative? | care apou and don’t want either of us to be compromised
in any way.” Obviously, your boss may not take thidl either, but at least it is gracious and ceouts.



Back in 1:14-16, Daniel write8So he [the overseerlistened to them in this matter and tested them
for ten days. At the end of ten days their appearate seemed better and they were fattdthis is a
good thing in this contexthan all the youths who had been eating the king'shoice food. So the
overseer continued to withhold their choice food ashthe wine they were to drink, and kept giving
them vegetables.l don't like vegetables, so | can’t imagine endgrthe Daniel Diet® The fact that
these four young men survived this diet of vegetslidr ten days (without meat) is a greater mirtca
Daniel surviving the lion’s den! The incredible uéts that the four teens experienced became evident
the amazingly short span of a week and a half. Gditinly is not a testimony of a superior diet to
God's divine interventiod’ The results ended up being a win-win situatiorbfath Daniel and the
overseer. Daniel and the boys were able to pleaska@d the overseer was able to please his kitly, an
most likely eat (or sell) the portions of food tiniel and the guys didn’t touch. Like Hannibaltba
A-Team used to say, “I love it when a plan comegtier.”

Act 4: The final exam and graduation(1:17-21).Amazingly, there is a happy ending to this account
the young men thrive. In 1:17-20, Daniel recordséhwords:As for these four youths, God gave
them knowledge and intelligence in everyoranch of literature and wisdom; Daniel even understood
all kinds of visions and dreams. Then at the end of the days wdti the king had specified for
presenting them, the commander of the officials pisented them before Nebuchadnezzar. The king
talked with them, and out of them all not one wasdund like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and

Azariah; so they entered the king's personal servie As for every matter of wisdom and
understanding about which the king consulted themhe found them ten times better than all the
magiciansand conjurers whowerein all his realm.” Verse 20 provides quite a statement: King Nebe
found the young men ten times better than evergts® Verse 17 clearly indicates that “God gave” th
four teens success. Although this is an unusuaharatulous biblical story, | don’t see why Chrésti
teens can't have the best minds, hearts, spiritspadies. God doesn't ever guarantee this kirfeva,
but He certainly promises blessing for obediend¢® Blessing will either come in this life or in tlife to
come (cf. 12:3¥% Teenager, God wants to bless your life. You maysee the rewards for obedience
immediately, but in time, you will see God'’s blegsrest upon you. Your obedience and zeal for €hris
not only pleases God, but it is also a tremenddéessing to your church. Churches need teens that ar
zealous and on-fire for Christ. God can use youglsilife to transform your entire church.

Our passage closes in 1:21 with an astoundingnséate“And Daniel continued until the first year of
Cyrus the king.” The first year of Cyrus was approximately 539 8Oaniel would have been over
eighty years old. Daniel lived through the remamaofehe Babylonian empire and on into the Persian
empire. From his youth up he was in the court cfilture that was utterly pagan. And yet he is dne o
three men in the Old Testament about whom we haveport of wrongdoind’ Later in ch. 6, Daniel’s
enemies try to find a weak link in his charactettst they could expose him in tBabylon Inquirer but
they are unsuccessful (6:4-%)he man is squeaky clean! And he did this in segoment job! Now
that's impressive. Think of all the infighting thges on in high government circles. Think of ladl t
attempts made by Daniel’s jealous peers to sabdtiageosition. Think of the various changes of
administration. Yet through it all, Daniel remainamu top*?

Like Daniel, you can persevere in your faith. Yaumdive in victory! You can be faithful to God. You
have everything pertaining to life and godlines®€2 1:4). If you rely upon God, He will give yduet
courage to honor Him. The key Miew your adversities as adventur&@apter 1 is filled with various
adversities. In the first two verses God’'s peopdeexperiencing persecution as they are deportéd an
taken into captivity. Immediately thereafter, Gopg&ople experience prosperity in the pagan lani;iwh
is another form of adversity. This is quickly falled up with an ethical test and potential consege®n
for disobedience. Adversity abounds! Yet, all afgb episodes were adventurous. Today, willyew
your adversities as adventufe¥our perspective will make all the difference.
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Study Questions

1.

If I had been in Daniel’'s sandals, how would | heegponded to being deported (Daniel 1:1-2)? Howlevb
feel about God in the midst of such a crisisThe Problem of PairC.S. Lewis writes: “Pain insists upon
being attended to. God whispers to us in our plessispeaks in our conscience, and shouts in aorlpés
His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” In what weyge | experienced the truth of these words in erggnal
life?

When have | been in a situation similar to the Daaiel experienced in Dan 1:3—7? Did | seek to teun
wickedness with a godly alternative (Daniel 1:8218)Jhat was the result? Booker T. Washington (18965
said, “A measure of a man’s success is not whacheeves, but what he overcomes.” How have | ovaeco
adverse circumstances in my life? Read John 16 :83R@mans 5:3-5.

How can | effectively influence my culture with geaand truth (Daniel 1.8, 12; cf. John 1:14)? Dobroys,
coworkers, and neighbors consider me a graciowsop@\Why or why not? Since the cross is alreadynsife
(1 Corinthians 1:23), how can | speak and actlesa offensive manner? Read Colossians 4:2—6. What
person(s) in my life needs to experience the lowde@mpassion of Christ?

How have | prepared my children to stand stroniis “crooked and perverse generation?” Read Riidips
2:14-16. Am | sharing with my children what | anarieing in God’s Word? Do | read the Scriptures o m
children? Do | ask my children if they are studytagd’s Word on their own? How am | deliberatelylseg to
“transfer truth to the next generation?”

How does God exhibit His sovereignty throughout iBah? What impresses me the most about God in this
chapter? In what ways does God’s sovereignty sidbcount help me to trust Him in a deeper anérfuiay?
When have | sensed God’s sovereign control ovecitcemstances of my life? When have | felt like He
wasn't even present? What biblical truths relate@td’s sovereignty do | need to meditate on thesk®



Notes

! Interestingly, Daniel is mentioned very infrequgtihroughout Scripture. Outside of the book thedils his name,
Daniel is mentioned in Ezek 14:14, 20 as a maigbteousness. He is named there with Job and Noalhy-a
select crowd. He is also mentioned in Ezek 28:8 amn of wisdom. He is mentioned just once in thg(Matt
24:15), where Jesus refers to the abomination ebldéon (Dan 11:31). There is an allusion to Dhimié¢deb 11:33:
“who by faith conquered kingdoms, performestts ofrighteousness, obtained promises, shut the modtfens,”
referring to Daniel’s experience recorded in Dan 6.

2 The two great books of prophecy in Scripture aaaiBl and Revelation. What most people don’t retzeyis that
the prophecy in the book of Daniel focuses prinyasit the Gentiles whereas the nation of Isradiéscentral
subject of the prophecy in Revelation.

% Robert Macfarlane in a sermon (Nov. 10, 198Bjistianity TodayVol. 37, no. 2.

* These points are from Ray Pritchard, “The FousRmen: How the World Tries to Seduce the Churclen(:1—
7). www.keepbelieving.com/sermon/1999-11-07-The-Fowshmen-How-the-World-Tries-to-Seduce-the-Church
® Daniel lived approximately 400 years after Davidl 00 years before Jesus. The book covers thedp@dis BC
to about 530 BC.

® This disaster has been detailed already in 2 Kigs-2; Jer 25:1-14; 27:19-22; 36:1-3; and 45:1a6hE
reference to the invasion indicates that Israéticaused the defeat. See Paul R. HoOd& Testament Theology
(Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1998), 499. We knawnfi history that eventually Nebuchadnezzar hadviaig and
overran the city’s defenses. From that day onwlaedemple, the city, all the things that matteraxsinfell into the
hands of the pagans. The first of Israel’s recorigubrtation is found in Daniel 1. A second onéofeed in 597
BC, and in 586 BC the Babylonians attacked aghis,time utterly destroying Solomon’s Temple, legythe city
in ruins and the walls torn down.

"“The Lord gave” or a similar expression is repdareDan 1:9 and 17.

8 HALOT s.v.natan1.

° See Lev 26; Deut 27-30.

19 A century before the fall of Jerusalem, the prapsaiah had proclaimed this message (Isa 13;121.38), and
Micah, his contemporary, shared the burden (Mi©¥%:The prophet Habakkuk couldn’t understand howweh
could use the godless Babylonians to chasten Hispeeple (Hab 1), and Jeremiah lived to see these
prophecies, plus his own prophecies, all come (¥ae20; 25; 27).

" Warren W. WiersbeBe Resolut¢Wheaton: Victor, 2000), Electronic ed.

2 The same God who raised up the Babylonians tatételah later raised up the Medes and Persiammtpier
Babylon. The Lord also ordained that a pagan mieree that the Jews could return to their landrahdild their
temple.

13 HALOT s.v.adonaiB.

14 Furthermore, in the Hebrew text, Daniel prefixes article (“the”) to the title “Lord.” This is aetiberate device
that occurs throughout the book. It indicates aiel’'s God is not just one among the many inBabylonian
pantheon; but that He is the one true God.

15 Bryan ChapeliStanding Your Ground: A Call to Courage in An A@€ompromisdGrand Rapids: Baker,
1989), 21.

8 What occurs here in Daniel 1 is a fulfillment 8&139:7: “Andsomeof your sons who will issue from you, whom
you will beget, will be taken away, and they wildome officials in the palace of the King of Balwlo

7 Smith,Unlocking the Bible Storyl 88—89.

18 Apparently, the other young men of Judah'’s royattg nobility didn’t remain loyal to the Lord. Thigould
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19 Rodney StortzDaniel: The Triumph of God’s KingdorRreaching the Word Commentary Series (Wheaton:
Crossway, 2004), 21.

20 Colin S. SmithUnlocking the Bible StorgChicago: Moody, 2002), 188.

L Daniel and his trio of friends were willing to gb&od in a difficult season of their lives. It wdihave been easy
to be bitter toward God for being exiled. Bitters¢ésward God makes it easy to disobey when theggpéts tough.
22 A wordplay is found in Dan 1:7 and 8, both of whizegin with the same word in Hebresu(y). Both Ashpenaz
and Daniel are determined.

% The Babylonians had their own accounts of imparbéiical events. The Enuma Elish replaced theant of
Creation, the Edapamin was the Babylonian versfadhefall of man, and the Gilgamesh Epic was tioeysof the
Flood. All of this literature are not only extoll&hbylonian deities, but portrayed a pagan vieWfefand ethics.
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