“Visual Aids for the Church” (1 Corinthians 11:23-26; 1:14-17)

Last night, Lori and | had the privilege of witnggsAnnika McMillan marry Matt Baldwin. During the
ring ceremony, | was reminded of the symbolic digance of the wedding ring. A wedding ring serves
as the outward and visible sign of an inward andtspl bond that unites two hearts in love thas ha
end. A wedding ring is a constant reminder of thmitment a husband or wife has made. | like tg say
“My wedding ring reminds women that I'm unavailabMore importantly, my wedding ring reminds me
that I'm unavailable.” My wedding ring is a greaswal reminder of my commitment to Lori.

Similarly, we all need visual reminders in the gpal realm. The New Testament uses two outward and
visible signs that depict an inward and spirit@tionship with Jesus Christ. These two visuas ai
water baptism and the Lord’s Supper. The book @bdinthians discusses these two visual aids thaese
to remind us of our relationship with Chrigte all need reminders

The first visual aid that | would like to discusstiie Lord’s Suppérin 1 Cor 11:23-26, Paul gives a
brief theology of the Lord’s Supper. In doing se,reminds us to remember that the Lord’s Supper
pictures Christ’s self-sacrifice on behalf of Hople? He writes,“For | received from the Lord that
which | also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesu# the night in which He was betrayed took

bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it athsaid, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do
this in remembrance of Me.’ In the same way He tookhe cup also after supper, saying, ‘This cup is
the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often agu drink it, in remembrance of Me. For as
often® as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proeim the Lord’s death until He comes’ In
11.23, Paul explains that he “receivegafalamband instruction about the Lord’s Supper from Jesus.
However, the verbs “receivedpdralamban® and “delivered” paradidom) typically refer to teaching
passed on to the apostles from JésTisus, it’s fairly certain that Paul received theseds from one of
the gospel writers, most likely his traveling comjoa Luke®

Twice in this section (11:24, 25), Paul urges tlogif€hians to “remember” Christ's death. This is th
primary purpose of the Lord’s Supper. By partakihghe bread and the cup, we remember that Jesus
Christ took our hell that we might have His heaweis His “body on our behalfThe Lord’s Supper is
God's way of getting us to keep the cross of Clugsttral in the life of the church. We use the Lsrd
Supper to draw close to Jesus in gratitude for wealbhas done for the entire church through Hisscros
As we draw near to Him through His Supper, He dilw near to u$.

Many couples renew their marriage vows on an ansarg of their wedding. Some couples plan large
celebrations; others simply renew their vows beémeh other. Either way, this act declares a
confirmation of original vows and a commitment tmtinued faithfulness. But we can also think of the
new covenant with the tenderness and devotionngfwed marriage vows. Unlike a human marriage,
however, the new covenant represents God'’s deidarat His devotion and commitment, even though
the other covenant partner, His people, had noairad faithful. When we partake of the Lord’s Suppe
we remember what Jesus has done for us in spitareélves. He is faithful even though we’re faisiste

The remembrance of the Lord’s Supper ought to feadresponse. Verse 26 states that when we
remember the Lord’s Supper we “proclairkatangelld® Jesus’ death until He comes. By means of the
Lord’s Supper we show in a physical way Christ’attieand what it accomplished for our salvation and
corporate fellowship. The result should be thatheror our spiritual union with Christ and each othe



A well-known painting of the Vietnam Wall depictyaung widow and her daughter standing at the wall,
reaching up and touching the name of the husbadidizdiner who died. The reflection in the polished
granite is not of the mother and daughter but eftthsband and father reaching out his hand to touch
theirs. That is the Lord’s Supper. We arrive attiide and reach out our hands to take the bredthan
cup. In response to our act of faith, Jesus tounbEsThe significance of the Lord’s Supper is this: We
remember Christ and proclaim Him because He lawhddis life for us. If you've never believed in
Jesus Christ’s person and work, please do so today.

When | was sixteen years old | climbed the stegh@Lincoln Memorial. | remember entering the
massive marble building, and viewing the gigantitise of Abraham Lincoln. Even though the majestic
figure seated in that chair bears the likenesstwbAam Lincoln, it only represents him. That bunggli

and statue are intended to bring to our remembraitbethe sixteenth president of the US accomptishe
for our country. It is a memorial. The time | spetdhis memorial gave me a greater sense of
appreciation for the work of Abraham Lincoln. | édnit help but feel a sense of closeness to him.

Similarly, the Lord’s Supper is a powerful memariaven though it's merely a tiny chip of bread and
miniature cup, it represents Jesus Christ’s bodiytdood.

How does Emmanuel practice the Lord’s Supper? Véetige “open communion.” This means that
anyone who has believed in Jesus Christ as Savfage to partake of the elements. You do not need
be a member of Emmanuel Bible Fellowship We praatismmunion on the first Sunday of the mafith.

The second visual aid that | would like to discisswater baptism. In 1 Cor 1:14-17 Paul writgs,
thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispsi and Gaius, so that no one would say you were
baptized in my name. Now | did baptize also the haehold of Stephanas; beyond that, | do not
know whether | baptized any other'? For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preah the
gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that th@ss of Christ would not be made void.The context
of this passage (1:10-4:21) deals with divisionth@church. These schisms centered on personality
preferences. Paul deliberately did not baptizebis/erts so there would be no question as to whose
disciples they were. This was one way he kept €beistral in his ministry. Paul believed baptisnmswa
important, but it was valid whether he or any otheliever administered it. He was not superiortt®enp
believers in this respect. The members of Stephdanndy were the first converts in the Roman
province of Achaia (16:15). It was unimportant emPwhom he personally baptized. This is clear
because he temporarily forgot that he had baptizese people. As he continued to write, the Lord
brought them to mind.

Obviously, baptism is a very prominent theme irséheerses, mentioned six times here by Paul. litake
that some, at least, took pride in the person vamiibed them. Some people appear to have been proud
and looked down on others who were not baptizedsbgreat a celebrity as their baptizer. Paul etsair
out of the tires of these proud name droppers lbpdethem that baptism is not a celebrity affaind
compared to the preaching of the gospel, bapti@irgower priority to him. Do they take pride hnet

one who baptizes them? Paul is glad he has not begutezing a priority, and thus that he has bagtize
very few of the Corinthians.

Paul, Peter (Acts 10:48), and Jesus (John 4:1-€P) $& have delegated the responsibility of baptsm
others'® | do the very same thing. | try not to baptizegleainless | have been instrumental in their
spiritual lives. Instead, my goal is to have pasesiblings, friends, and disciplers conduct bapsisT his
can be more meaningful to the person being baptnedt empowers those who aren’t pastors to lead.
Furthermore, there is biblical precedence for it.



Paul closes our passage in 1:17 with these powedtds:“For Christ did not send me to baptize, but
to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speesh,that the cross of Christ would not be made
void.” Paul’'s mission was not dunking converts; it wasphing the gospel! It is thus evident that Paul
viewed his preaching of the gospel as having a rhigtier priority than baptizing new converts. Ihca
hardly be overlooked that Paul saw salvation asesioimg which occurs independently of baptism.
Baptism is important. It is the believer’'s publitentification with Jesus Christ. But baptism is vietved
as the means of one’s salvation; rather it is titevard manifestation of salvation. Paul rejects the
doctrine of baptismal regeneration. Otherwisegittought baptism was the means of salvation, he
would have made it a much higher priority than itk Beople are saved by believing the gospel, and i
was Paul’s priority to preach it. Baptism took set@lace to preaching in Paul’s life and ministry.

Baptism is an external expression of this interaality that took place. Baptism doesn't save @syg
blood saves us. Baptism is an act whereby theuvslia Jesus Christ chooses to stand before thigl wor
to give an outward picture of something that happleio them when they trusted Christ. It could have
taken place ten years ago or just that day. Thgenyave have as we stand in the water is that witmen
person puts you under the water it represents tlmirigd with Christ in his death. When you are Igtdu
up, it symbolizes being raised with him to new.li#é@ad we understand that everyone who was baptized
in the Scriptures, were baptized after placingrtfagih in Christ. So we don't believe in adult bam, we
believe inbelievers’baptism. That is, baptism is something that wafter we have accepted Christ.
Baptism is the act of being immersed in water tbliply identify a private decision one has made
regarding Jesus Christ.

Baptism is an outward expression of an inward teéli Pet 3:21).

Baptism is a witness to the believer’s identifioativith Christ in His death, burial, and resurreti
(Rom 6:3-5).

Baptism symbolizes the washing away of sins (A2t4@).

Baptism signifies the ministry of the Holy Spirit Cor 12:13).

Baptism is a demonstration that one has “choses’sidith God (Matt 10:32—-33).

Who should be baptized?
All who have trusted Christ for salvation shoulddagtized (Acts 2:42; 10:47).
There is no biblical record of anyone being baptiado wasn’t old enough to believe in Christ.

When should a believer be baptized?
A believer should be baptized as soon as posoiis 2:41; 8:37; 9:18; 10:47; 16:33).
Baptism follows conversion and precedes teachinati{®B:19).

Why does Emmanuel practice immersion?

The Greek wordbaptizomeans “to immerse or dip in water.”

Christ and the early Christians were immersed iteivgMatt 3:6, 16; John 3:23; Acts 8:38-39).
Immersion is the best picture of Christ’s buriafl@asurrection.

What is Emmanuel’s practice with regard to baptism?

Baptism is required before a person can becomenabereof Emmanuel.

A prospective member must have been baptized byension after he or she trusted in Christ.
A believer can be baptized on any Sunday

Any believer can baptize another believer (1 P£t32).



When a big time professional athlete (like Shadasdan) commits to a team, he signs a contracthwhic
binds him to the team. Following this action thsrasually a press conference to announce the newly
formed allegiance. They make the announcement, @oenigom the organization holds up a team jersey
with the new player's name and number on it. & ublic declaration of the player's commitmenttiat
team. Being saved is like the signing of the cantid's pretty much a private thing. Salvatiorwikere

a...



Scripture References

1 Corinthians 1:14-17

Matthew 28:18-20

Acts 2:41; 8:36-39; 10:47-48; 16:33
1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Matthew 26:17-27

Mark 14:22-25

Luke 22:19-20

Study Questions

1.

Have | been baptized? If so, when was | baptizetid Yerformed it? Where was it conducted? Who aédfd
How did my baptism impact me? In what way(s) dinpact those who were present? Would | do anything
differently?

Have | ever had the privilege of baptizing a fellbaliever? If so, how would | describe the expereshWhat
did it mean to me? What did it mean to the oneiba@® How can | encourage others to enter intovidters of
baptism?

When did | first partake of the Lord’s Supper? Wtliatit mean to me then? What does it mean to me?no
What memories do | have of observing the Lord’ssup

Have | ever led a communion meditation? If so, wddtl say? If | were to lead a communion meditatioow
would | present the elements to the congregatiohatWould | say to help others understand the lsord’
Supper in a new and fresh way?

How can | cultivate a deeper appreciation for lsaptand the Lord’s Supper? How can | teach my abildmd
grandchildren the significance of these two Chaistiisual aids? How can | avoid taking these tweagr
ordinances for granted?



Notes

! The Lord’s Supper was instituted immediately fellog the observance of the Passover and servégas t
fulfillment of the Passover (Matt 26:17-26).

2 Throughout his letter, Paul exhorts the Corinthiemimitate Christ’s sacrificial humility by hajran unselfish
attitude and love for one another (1:18-2:2; 811,1D:31-11:1; 13:1-14:1; 15:1-3; 16:14, 22).

% The phrase “as often” may indicate a weekly basisn compared with 1 Cor 16:2 and Acts 20:7. Tkerdaext
mentions the first day of the week as a time feaking bread. Differently, breaking break occuriéyda the
earliest days of the church (Acts 2:42—-47). Ifdngount of times one celebrates the Lord’s Suppee ar
important issue for Jesus, Paul, or the Synoptitevs; perhaps they would have instituted a motecsired
schedule. The words “as often” do suggest a répetielebration was expected.

* Verbrugge 2007:220 writes, “The two verbs Paubusereparalambancandparadidomiare words the apostle
sometimes uses as technical words for receivingpasding on church traditions and teachings (fefdnmer, see
1 Cor 15:1, 3; Gal 1:9; Phil 4:9; 1 Thess 2:13; £ Thess 3:6; for the latter, see 1 Cor 11:2; 18h3s the related
nounparadosis ‘teaching,’ in 2 Thess 2:15; 3:6). Because tl&hing of the apostles derived from Jesus himself,
Paul is able to say that ultimately he receivéftom the Lord.”

® Paul’s rendition of the Lord’s Supper institutinl Corinthians is the first written account. @étthree renditions
of the institution in the Synoptic Gospels (MattZ5-28; Mark 14:22—-24; Luke 22:17-20), Paul's waads closest
to those of his traveling companion Luke. See Rayne. Collins First Corinthians SP 7. Ed. Daniel J.
Harrington. (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press,99), 426.

® The Lord’s Supper signifies a celebration of teeonciliation of God with humankind. Drinking frotime cup
shows a connection between the participant andttiréng power of Christ's death.

" Michael EatonPreaching Through the Bible: 1 Corinthians 10k&nt, England: Sovereign World, 1998), 38.
® See 2 Tim 2:13.

° “Proclaim” (katangellg is a present active indicative, not an imperatR&ul uses this verb in Rom 1:8; 1 Cor 2:1;
9:14; Phil 1:17, 18; and Col 1:28; cf. 2 Mac 8:96L7; Acts 3:24; 4:2; 13:5, 38; 15:36; 16:17, 21;31 13, 23; and
26:23.

19 preaching Today citation: Rich Bersett, Belleville

It is important to note that there are no commanits regard to the frequency of the Lord’s Supptawever,
leaders throughout church history have favored Vyeaservance of the Lord’s Supper (e.g., Calvimther,
Wesley, Zwingli).

12 perhaps Sosthenes or Stephanas himself jogge's Rearhory. F. F. Brucd, and 2 Corinthians: Based on the
Revised Standard VersioNew Century Bible (London: Marshall, Morgan arcb, 1971), 34.

13 Morris, The First Epistle of Paul to the Corinthigré2.



