“Heaven on Earth” (Psalm 133:1-3)

Have you ever used the phrase, “Heaven on eartls®; In what context did you use it? I've heand th
phrase expressed in a variety of contexts. A matfight say, “A night without the kids would be
‘Heaven on earth.” A couple might say, “A Caribbezruise would be ‘Heaven on earth.” A teenager
might say, “A week at home without my parents wdogd'Heaven on earth.” | might say, “A tub of
bubblegum ice cream all to myself would be ‘Heagarearth.”

Obviously, all of these possibilities fall woefulijort of “Heaven on earth.” But the Bible tellsthat
there is such a thing as “Heaven on earth.” Whasd&od consider “Heaven on earth?” God'’s idea of
heaven on earth is when His people glorify Him hiting together with their own church and Christ—
honoring churches throughout the worlgh Psalm 133 we’ll discover thanity is Heaven on earth

The title of our psalm i$A Song of Ascents.”® Fifteen of the psalms (120-134) bear this desoript

and were likely sung by Jews as they made theirtwagrusalem for the feaétBavid wrote this brief
psalm’> What better person to write this psalm than Dalithere was ever a person who longed for
unity it was David. For most of his life, David wdsgged by the discord of a dysfunctional famifg.lit
started in his formative years. David and his bectHived together with their father, Jesse, betdtwas
no unity. His brothers had a problem with Davidvéts manifested when he was about to slay Goliath.
For Eliab, his oldest brother, told David that la& la pride—problem and a wicked heart. Now any time
you live with your kinfolk and they think that yahink you're better than they are and that yountisa
nasty, then there’s no peace and harmony in thaehbbelieve that David longed for unity among his
blood brothers when he was growing up at hometfar, David was practically adopted into the family
of the king while he was still young. Perhaps hpdubto find unity in the palace of the king. Budtthlso
was not to be. For even though he and king Saedlltegether under the same roof, there was no unity
for David in the palace. Saul kept constantly tgyia kill him or to have him killed. Then later @arien
David had a family of his own, it was a dysfunctiband disunified family. His son Absalom tried to
steal the crown and the kingdom away from him. D&wview the pain and heartbreak of living in the
midst of hate, confusion, and the threat of deatimffamily members. Therefore, he longed for uaitg
got excited over its prospect.

Verse 1 begins with a thesis statem&Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothes to
dwell® together in unity!” ” The word “behold” or “look” hinneh® calls our attention to an important
truth that's about to be announceavid is exclaiming, “Look, behold, pay attenti@bserve, study
unity. It's a sight worth seeing.” He calls unitydod” in the sense that it's biblical and rights It
“pleasant” because it brings about pleasing restite Old Testament'’s first reference of whetherifa
can live as one is Gen 13:5-8, where scarce respuause conflict Furthermore, the only other
occurrence of the phrase “when brothers live tag@tis in Deut 25:5, where the context suggests
contention and conflict: When you read the Old Testament it’s clear thattars didn’t always live in
unity. In the book of Genesis alone, Cain killedeht), Lot bickered with Abraham (13), Jacob
deceived Isaac and Esau (25), Joseph’s brothexd hah and sold him as a slave (37), and the brethe
didn’t even along among themselves (45:24)! Brdyheve and unity is flat-out difficult.

Two porcupines found themselves in a blizzard aied to huddle together to keep warm. But because
they were pricked by each other’s quills, they ntbapart. Soon they were shivering again and héd to
side by side once more for their own survival. Thegded each other, even though they needled each
other! There are many “porcupine” Christians rugrémound. They have their good points, but youtcan’
get near them because the bad points prick toa'h#rguch cases, we must be diligent to accenthate t
positive. This means choosing as an act of ouswdlifocus on various strengths in our brotheiisies
Even when they are hard to come by, we must seséedhat the good outweighs the bad.



Unity between brothers is like oil and water. Y@ngut oil and water together, but don’t expecirthe
unite. You can put brothers together with theirifaa®s on the same patch of land, but don’t expleetrt
to be happy about it. You can put believers inthiarch but don’t expect them to agree with eackroth
or to even get along. They're oil and water. Thenivmix. They won’t unite. Yet, oil and water canix
if something else is brought into the mix. One egkais mayonnaise, which mixes soybean oil and
water. For the oil and water to mix they need anlsifiier, an ingredient that can reach out to tlater
and oil and bind them together so that they doo'thgir own way. The emulsifying ingredient in
mayonnaise is eggs, which grab the water and tlendisay to them, “You aren’t going your own way,
because we're going to make mayonnaise todfay.”

The emulsifier of divergent believers is Chifstnity among believers comes from union with Christ
Through faith in Jesus, we've been united withtet and sisters in Christ in our county and thinougithe
world. Through His life, death, and resurrectiohri§ creates unity out of diversity. This meansmwest
appreciate diversity in God’s family. Unity is notiformity or unanimity. Fortunately, God isn't lking

for cookie-cutter Christians. We might not all littee same things. We might not like the same songs
the same style of music. We might not agree ofngisands or clapping in worship. We might disagree
on certain doctrines. But we can still find unityaur worship and service of the risen Christ. Als®
differences in our body round us out and allowaugarn from one another.

It's critical, therefore, to unite around essemtissentials are those basic doctrines that Gimésagree
on (e.g., the Bible is God’s Word, Jesus Chrighéssource of eternal life, and salvation is bycgra
alone). These beliefs are essential for eterraldifd true Christians share these convictionEB&®, we
remain firm on the essentials, but we allow freediothe nonessentials (e.g., the end times, the
charismatic gifts, the creation debate, predestinagiection, etc.). We refuse to allow unnecessary
debates to keep us from being united. Hence, weldtiocus on what unites us, not on what divides us
The reality is: We have more in common than we hiaentradiction.

After putting forth his thesis, David uses two $iftations to drive his point home. In verses 2-hgalses
two similes: oil and dew. David’s first comparisisrthat unity is like‘the precious oil upon the head,
coming down upon the beard, evearon’s beard, coming down upon the edge of his ras.” The
first question that we must ask is: What's the dggi “precious oil?” First of all, what kind of kais

this? Is it Valvoline or Quaker State? Is it 10/w80L0/w407? Or perhaps it's olive oil or canol&olil
Exodus 30:22-23 removes the suspense. The oilstedsif olive oil blended with costly and aromatic
spices like myrrh, cinnamon, and can@he word “precious”tob; cf. “good” in v. 1) suggests that use
of this oil was likely uncommon and even exceptldh@his proves true for the priest was not anointed
with oil everyday; he was anointed once for his nossioning to the priesthodd*Aaron,” the brother
of Moses, was the first high priest (Exod 4:14).ths “head” of the priestly clan, Aaron’s name is
representative of all the priests. Therefore, trexiic reference to “Aaron” shouldn’t be limiteal lhim,
as the whole priesthood was anointed with oil. Bax@ampared brotherly unity to the oil that Moses
poured over Aaron’s head when he anointed himraslls first high priest (Lev 8:12). That oil floae
down over his head and beard, down onto the rodéesastplate that bore the names of the twelve
Israelite tribes. As the consecrating oil covereergthing and bound it together (Lev 8:30) so unity
among believers makes them acceptable to God iag@adkn of priests (1 Pet 2:9; cf. Exod 19:6). The
point of comparison doesn't lie in the costlinghs, fragrance, or even in the sanctity of thelogtead,
the comparison lies in the fact that the oil wasrpd on Aaron’s head. But it didn’t stop there; tlile
continued to run down Aaron’s beard, all the wawddo the edge of his robes. Thus, the whole person
was sanctified by it: the whole body and all itstpaJust so, all the members of Christ's bodyigipete
in the same blessing. In Exod 19:6 God told Mokas Israel would be “a kingdom of priests and ayhol
nation.” This very same promise is also given ®dhurch in 1 Pet 2:9-10. Unity is to service vthat
anointing of oil was to the priesthood. This is wagd saystJnity is Heaven on earth



David’s second simile is that unity is likdhe dew of Hermon coming down upon the mountainsfo
Zion.” In ancient Israel there was very little rain friviay to October, but there was much d&whe

dew was essential for the flourishing of vegetatioring the dry season. In addition, dew was the
primary source of water in the drier areas of thentry. Hence, dew symbolized prosperity and
blessing:? Because of the high altitude of Mount Hermon (hyei@n thousand feet above sea level) and
the precipitation in the forms of rain, snow, amavd Mount Hermon was proverbial for its lush gregne
even during the summer months (cf. Ps 89:12) anidSalew that sustained the vegetafibhount
Hermon was known for its copious moisture (Jer 4B8sb the image is not just of blessing and praper
but of superabundant blessing and prospétifje “mountains of Zion” are those surrounding Zfsee
Pss 87:1; 125:2). The psalmist does not intendggest that the dew from Mt. Hermon in the distant
north (approx. 100 miles north of Jerusalem) abtdlws down upon Zion. His point is that the same
kind of heavy dew that replenishes Hermon may laésseen on Zion’s hil€. The Hebrew emphasizes a
three—fold repetition of the word “descending” (&, 2b, 3a). Similarly God'’s blessings flow down t
His people. The point being, true unity, like dli&od’s good gifts, is from above (Jas 1:17).

Verse 3 closes with these powerful wortfer there the LORD commanded the blessing—life
forever.” The adverb “there” may refer back to the dew'setffin the grapes and olives in Isr&el.
Earlier in the Old Testament, the Lord commanded bfessing be on the dew when God’s people
obeyed (Lev 25:21; Deut 28:8). The Lord orderechZimbe a place of blessifgr others Zion is to be
the source of blessing for its immediate environnaew for the land as a whdfelt’s also possible that
the word “there” refers back to the unity describederse 1. There when believers are in unity witle
another, the Lord “commands” His blessing. Thisddmportant! The best that man can hope for is to
fight, scratch, claw, and beg for blessing. Yetd®dll “command” it when we just unite as God’s
children. What a powerful concept.

The blessing that David refers to is “life foreVérhis is the first place that eternal life is mienied in

the Bible®® The blessing that flows from Christian unity istleternal life will abound. In John 17:21-23,
Jesus prays that we may all be one “so that thilwaaly believe.” Preaching may not change the world
Worship may not wow the world. Apologetics may wart people over. But a unified church will. People
believe in proportion to our unity. Jesus said/Ascis 2 and 4 are first evidences of Jesus’ prayer f

unity. These passages are the first manifestatibdesus’ prayer being answered. People believe in
Christ when they see the church experiencing ubiijty is God strategy. It determines the credijpitif
the gospel message. One of the reasons that the damsn’t believe that God sent Jesus is becéese t
is so much disunity in the church. Yabity is heaven on earthVe must maintain our unity and guard it
with al that is within us. How much unity is eno@gih depends on how much blessing you want!

We can experience greater unity by implementingkexpprinciples:

Prioritize our vision. Our vision is “transferring truth to the next gest@n.” This is a compelling vision
that should motivate every person in our body. Wiierkeep in mind the big picture, it keeps us from
becoming myopic. We must avoid asking, “What'stifoir me?” We must not value our own comfort and
conveniences more than equipping our youth anchiegothers. Our vision is a God-sized vision and i
requires our entire church to work together to agalish it. Let’s unite and bring a little bit of &een

down to earth.

Focus on the future more than the past. We must celebrate our past, but fixate on the &utWe must

not use the phrase, “That’s the way we've alwaysedt” Looking to the past is like trying to driyeur

car while only looking out the rearview mirror. Wust press on and believe God for even greategghin
This requires stretching ourselves and learninggltome change, even when it makes us uncomfortable
God wants our church to welcome different worsljes and various ethnicities. He wants our chaoch
the representative of His people and our heavewyeh



A father had a family of quarrelsome sons. Oneldaygalled his sons before him and picked out the
strongest son. He gave him a stick and told hisntp it. The son grabbed the stick and snappeithitaw
gesture of contempt. The father handed him twdstind told his son to snap them. Again, the sdn di
so. The father handed him a bushel of six sticksfemally the son had to admit defeat. The father
responded: “Unity is strength. A house divided airstand. Anyone can overthrow you one by dfie.”

EBF is a wonderful church. I love this church famMHowever, like any church, we are fragile. Despit
our near sixty year history, we're capable of agfell. It would only take a little division, prig gossip,
and slander, and everything that so many people Wwavked for so many decades could come toppling
to the ground. We must recognize that God willlsiess our church the way He might like apart from
unity. Unity is God’s design for health and growthity is the way that we make a difference in our
county.Unity is Heaven on earth
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Study Questions

1.

Am | currently experiencing community with othelibgers? If so, who am | having intimate fellowshujth,
and in what context? How would | describe my cursamall group experience, or perhaps other previous
experiences? What can | do to cultivate a greateses of brotherhood and sisterhood in my churcl
group?

When have | witnessed a particularly beautiful esgion of Christian unity either inside or outsidg church?
How did this make me feel? How can | ensure thiattifpe of unity occurs more frequently? In whaty{s
did this expression serve as a witness to othees® Rohn 17 and Ephesians 4:1-3.

Please read the following statement: “Unity amoelgelers comes from union with Christ.” Do | bekethis? If
so, how does this impact my relationships with ob@ievers in my county? What are the essentialsltshare
with other brothers and sisters in Christ? Howldagus more intentionally on these similarities?

Why is unity so important to God? Why does His bileg seem to depend upon unity? How can | walk in
accordance with His will in this area? This week| lpray for a supernatural ability to love thedy of
Christ?

In what way(s) have | built up my church and thg church this past week? What particular churchastor
have | spoken well of? How have | built up my cthii#é@Vho has been blessed by what | have shared tidgout
church or another brother or sister in Christ?



Notes

! The theme of Christian “unity” runs through theiftures. In Gen 11 the construction of the towfeBabel led
the Lord to exclaim, “Behold, they are one people] they all have the same language. And this &t trey began
to do, and now nothing which they purpose to dé vélimpossible for them” (11:6). The Lord’s poggems to be:
if that is what sinful men can do without the H&8pirit, how much more can godly men and women denthey
are filled with His Spirit. In the NT Christian ugi(oneness) will result in people believing inuke$John 17:21—
23). Paul prays that God will grant Christians be ‘of the same mind with one another accordingnias€Jesus, so
that with one accord you may with one voice glotifg God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (R&n5—6).
The Holy Spirit is called “the Spirit of unity” (Ep4:3) and we are exhorted to “preserve the urith® Spirit in
the bond of peace.” The goal of the church is &vary Christian is equipped “for the work of segyito the
building up of the body of Christ; until we all aith to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledgdhe Son of
God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stathich belongs to the fullness of Christ” (Eph 4:13).
Elsewhere Paul writes, that love tops the list bfi§lian conduct because it is “the perfect bondrofy” (Col

3:14). The epistles stress the theme of unity Withfollowing categories: believers as the bodZbfist (Rom
12:3-5; 1 Cor 6:15-17; 10:16-17; 11:29; 12:27; 828; Eph 1:22-23; 4:11-13, 4:22-25; Col 1:24; 2:19
believers as the bride of Christ (2 Cor 11:2-3; B#?2-33); believers as one new man (Eph 2:14-d@}alievers
as the temple of God (1 Cor 3:16-17; 6:19; Eph-2P91 Pet 2:5). Very likely the finest examplehaiman beings
living in unity is the Jerusalem Church (Acts 4:3R)early, unity is an essential, non—negotiable phthe
Christian life.

2 Ps 133 utilizes an A-B—B—A structure (see vv.,13& 3b). For more insight into the Psalms seekNbarFutato
and David M. Howard Jrinterpreting the Psalms: An Exegetical Handb@Gkand Rapids: Kregel, 2007).

% The book of Psalms is a collection of songs, pagad poetry. These 150 psalms were songs foicpubtship
in the temple of ancient Israel. They were simitaour modern day hymnal (see 1 Cor 14:26; Eph;5Cb93:16).
So important were the psalms to the worship andtsagi life of the church that, during several htedl years of
church history, a man could not get ordained urtessould recite the whole book of Psalpesfectly

* During the pilgrimages, the Jews enjoyed fellowssm their way toward and in Jerusalem. The pilgraame
from many different walks of life, regions, andos, as they gathered for one purpose: the woostiige Lord in
Jerusalem. Their unity was in conformity with tlegulations for the three annual feasts (see Exdt¥237; Lev
23:4-22, 33-43; Num 28:16-31; 29:12—-39; Deut 1671-During the feasts the Jews celebrated theimoom
heritage: redemption from Egypt and their encampraesund the tabernacle in the wilderness (cf. N)m

® Psalm 133 is one of four psalms of ascents at&ibto David (see also Pss 122; 124 and 131).

® Heb.yashab “to dwell” (see Gen 4:20; 13:6; 34:30; 36:20;dn$27:8; Isa 9:1; Jer 12:4; 46:9; 48:18ff; Hos 14:8
Mic 5:3, see HALOT s.wyashalb).

" Heb.yachad “community, together” (see HALOT s.yachad?). There seems to be a play—on—words between
yashab(“dwell”) and yachad(altogether, unity”).

8 Some English versions translate the particle jw&pnhinneh “behold/look” (e.g., NIV, HCSB, NLT) with an
exclamation point at the end of the sentence.

° See HALOT s.vhinneh5: “emphasizes the whole of the following phrase.”

19 John GoldingayPsalms: Psalm 90-15@aker Commentary on the Old Testament WisdomPsaims (Grand
Rapids: Baker, 2008), 565.

1 James L. MaysPsalms Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teachimgl@reaching (Louisville:
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4 It is important to note that Ps 133 is to be riedight of Ps 132. The unity that is referredndis 133 is an
expression of the blessing that the Promised SkEBdwid will bring to his people. When He [the Mi&gdyg comes
and establishes His kingdom, true unity will takace. John SailhameFhe NIV Compact Bible Commentary
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), 345.

5 Throughout Scripture oil is a symbol of God’s mese and Spirit. Oil was used when individuals veeteapart
for service: prophets, priests and kings. “Chr{stho was all three) is a name and a title that cofram the Greek
word christoswhich refers to anointing oil. His name means, 6&ted One.” He was anointed to provide us
salvation. Paul writes, “But thanks be to God, vah@ays leads us in triumph in Christ, and maniféstsugh us
the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in eveace! (2 Cor 2:14).



16 God forbade His people to make any oil with thesdormula and use it for common purposes. To nzerdize
it or to duplicate it would result in excommunicati Walter C. Kaiser, JrThe Journey Isn’'t OvegiGrand Rapids:
Baker, 1993), 144.

" Through the priestly institution, the Lord assukid people of forgiveness and blessing (see E£0d42-46; Lev
9:22-24; Num 6:24-26).

18 The word translated “dew” is also used of lighnrar drizzle.

9 Dew is an OT symbol of blessing and prosperity eéWlsaac blessed his son Jacob, he stated, “NowGuody
give you of the dew of heaven” (Gen 27:28a). Intrast, Isaac told Esau that his dwelling would &edy from the
dew of heaven” (Gen 27:39b). Moses prayed thaspéech would “distill as the dew” (Deut 32:2). Reths
describes the favor of a king “like dew on the gfg49:12). Isaiah compares dew to the resurreafasur bodies
(26:19). And God declares in Hosea, “I will be likee dew to Israel; He will blossom like the lil{24:5).
Blessings descend to us, but we ought to receem tiogether. We are blessed individually and ctllety.

2 Wwillem A. VanGemererPsalms Expositors Bible Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zowdey), Electronic ed.

2 Futato and Howardnterpreting the Psalmsl96-97.

22 NET Study Noteswww.netbible.org

B «The referent of ‘there’ is ambiguous. . . Yehitkes little difference whether ‘there’ referstioge having
fellowship or to Jerusalem, because in both cdsgesis enjoyed, not as an end in itself, but snemunion with the
people of God.” VanGemereRsalms
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