“Faith Matters!” (1 John 5:1-13)

As | begin my sermon today, | want you to know that not dogmatic about the deity of Jesus Christ.
am not dogmatic about the death and resurrectidesifs Christ. | am not even dogmatic about salvati
through Jesus Christ alone. Nor am | at all dogrratiout the assurance of the believer's salvation.
am not dogmatic; | am bulldogmatidAnd my desire is that each one of you would becbmielogmatic
over these essential convictions! As you go to sbHavant you to be bulldogmatic. As you go to kol
want you to be bulldogmatic. As you serve in tharch, | want you to be bulldogmatic. | want you to
vociferously and tenaciously stand for truth.

Now, as you know, the spirit of our age is thatimay is certain; everything is relative. Historyeisher
downgraded or rewritten. We are told we cannot kaaything for sure. We have adopted an “as you see
it” mindset. Consequently, it has been said thawericans are rapidly becoming a “nothing” people,

“a generation of zeros,” because we do not bekewghing. We do not think anything can be believed.
This is the fundamental philosophy of the age incivtwe live.

Yet, the Bible declares that we can believe and KINfOr certain the most important truths in thig lif

and in the next. In our study through 1 John weehsen again and again the importance of truth. In
today’'s passage John is going to urge usust God’s authority—not man’s majoritin 1 John 5:1-13,
we will consider two important truths.

1. Obey God and experience the victory of faitii5:1-5)? John begins our passage with these very
important words“Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ iSborn of God” (5:1a).This is one of
the clearest statements in Scripture of what igired for a person to have a relationship with Gu'e.
must believe that Jesus of Nazareth is “the Chfig”, the Anointed One whom God promised to
provide as a substitute sacrifice for the sindefworld). To believéhatJesus is the Christ means that
you entrust your eternal destiny and your rightdiag before God not to anything in yourself, but
entirely to Jesus’ death on the cross for your. $fngur faith rests completely upon the persod ark
of Jesus Christ, John states that you are “bofbioof ®

Even though it is not en vogue, the new birth ninesthe starting point of any relationship with God
(John 3:3, 7). Sadly, many people assume they aam & relationship with God by going to church,
giving money to the church, and being a good perdomever, the truth is you can have tons of religi
without one ounce of salvation. The reason beialyasion cannot be achieved,; it can only be reckive
Have you believed that Jesus Christ is the Chlis®, you have been “born of God.” This means gozl
a child of God who has a future in this life andhe next. Furthermore, as His child, you also rather
brothers and sisters who are a part of your neviljairhis reality leads us right into John’s nelxbtight.

John finishes 5:1 with these words:.and whoever loves the Father loves the chiftborn of Him.”
John suggests that the new birth creates a newvitape his mind the natural response of salvation
love. Those who love God will love His kids. Yowuno®t love one without the other (cf. 4:20). If you
love the parent, you love the child—all the childimrn of God. This means that we are expecteovio |
anyone who claims to believe that Jesus is thesCffrila). This demolishes a spirit of partiality o
separatism. If a person claims to believe in J&usst alone for eternal life, we must assume tieabr
she is a child of God. Is everyone who makes tlaisnca Christian? The answer is, of course not.
However, we must let God sort this issue out. HaesJudge; we are not. Practically, this meananse
expected to love Christians across denominati@tiahic, and social lines. We are also to love thase
are younger and older than we are. Even though ayehave little in common with some Christians, we
can still love them because we share the same tRardrare members of the same family.



In 5:2, John writes,By this we know that we love the children of Godwhen we love God and
observe His commandments.In this verselohn reverses the typical order of his exhortatiblese, we
must love God and obey His commandments in ordiavim other Christians. We love other Christians
best when we obey God. Notice the plural “commandmé What is the greatest thing you can do for
people? Watch your life. This is far more helphdn any single act of love. As our brothers anigiss
observe our lives of obedience, we are actuallygigthem the kind of life which they need to
experiencé.

| have never been much of a golfer. Many yearsl agas driving golf balls with my brother, Tim, who
had been on his high school golf team. | was hasorge trouble with my swing so | asked Tim for some
tips. Tim said something like, “If you're going $oicceed you have to have your weight balanced and
your knees bent.” So | would do that, and the Wwallld go flying off in some odd direction. Then he
said, “No, if you're going to hit for distance ybtiave to keep your left arm straight.” So I'd keeyp left

arm straight. Then he said, “If you're going todmsistent you need to keep your head still.” Banbk

it was a different, important aspect of the golfrayy The point is...they all work together. In order

drive a golf ball well you have to keep your weighlanced and your knees bent, your left arm $itaig
and your head still. That's the point the apostlenJhas been making in this letter. To have a smoot
swing in the Christian life we must believe, obagd love. All three work together.

John further explains himself in 5:3or this is the love of God, that we keep His comandments;

and His commandments are not burdensome’ Twice in one verse John mentions the word
“commandments.” We don't like hearing words lik@fismands,” instead we like “suggestions,”
“insights,” “proposals,” or “advice.” Yet, loving @l is all about obedience, not goose bumps (John
14:15; 2 John 6). The fundamental proof of our lfmreGod is obedience to His Word. And John assures
us that God’'s commandments are not “burdensomég, bften God’s commandments certainly seem
burdensome. In 5:4-5, John provides the reason&@othmandments are not burdensome.

First, God's commandments are not burdensome becaasave a new nature that has the power to
obey.In 5:4-5, John writesFor 19 whatever is born of God overcomefnika] the world; and this is

the victory [nikg that has overcomgnikesasfthe world—our faith. Who is the one who overcomes
[nikor] the world, but he who believes that Jesus is thes of God?™* In 5:4, John stateswhatevel?

is born of God overcomes the world.” John doessagt‘whoever.** Since we are talking about people, |
would expect John to say “whoever” is born of GBdt the text says “whatever.” This is important
because the emphasis here is on our source—ounaeme. Thus, John emphasizes not the victorious
person but the victorioupower It is not the man, but his birth from God, whimnquers? We got our
first victory (i.e., new birth) by faith; all subgeent victories are by faith as well. Jesus wassabstitute

in death; He must also be our substitute in lifeGal 2:20).

It has been said that the hardest thing in thedaorl a non-Christian to believe is in the substinary
death of Christ; but the hardest thing in the wdoida Christian to believe is in the subsitutionbifie of
Christ. We got victory over death by His death;skall have victory in life by His life. This is wha
means when it says, “Christ lives in me.”

The victory that overcomes the world is now idéetifwith “our faith.® Faith is simply taking God at
His Word. Faith in an adequate object producesoa goitcome. We get victory over the entire satanic
system by placing faith in the Lord Jesus and Hiskvon the cross. Victory does not come by placing
faith in ourselves. The adequate object of ouhfaithe promises of God. The tense of the word
“victory” refers to a past event.Thus, John is emphasizing that the victory hersefe has already been
won. By faith we now have access to what was onceraplished by and through the appearance of
Jesus on eartH.



Second, God’s commandments are not burdensomedwettay are the commands of God, not of man.
The commandments of men are burdensome. Invariablystem from an attempt to earn standing with
God or status before men through a system of humaeks. The Pharisees had added their
commandments to God’s commands, but Jesus cabed ‘theavy burdens” (Matt 23:4). Even God’s
law, apart from the grace of Christ, was a heaWeythat no one could bear (Acts 15:10; Gal 5:1}. Bu
God’'s commandments come from an all-wise heaveallgdt, designed for our good. Jesus said, “My
yoke is easy and My load is light” (Matt 11:30). &hwe begin to fulfill God’s will, He carries thedd.
There is always an amazing supply of griice.

Third, God’s commandments are not burdensome bedhey are given and received in the context of
love It is not difficult for people who are in love tdey one another. It is not difficult for a man who
loves his wife to obey her. If she says, “Pleake taut the garbage,” he will do it for her. Thigist
burdensome—a little tedious, but not burdensombl/len occurs where there is a lack of love. A
loving father does not tell his child to stay avweym a busy street because he wants to take awdymi
but because he loves him and wants to protect fum ijury or death. An immature child may think
that his father's commandment is restrictive, lrinkeds to trust his father's love and obey anyway.
immature believer may view God's commands as mstel. But our heavenly Father knows that sin will
damage and destroy us. If we have come to knoviodésin Christ through the new birth, then we must
trust His love and obey His commandments. Wheneeeglsat God’'s commands stem from His love for
us as His children, they are not burdensodine.

[We are commanded to obey God and experience theryiof faith. We are also commanded to...]

2. Believe Christ and enjoy eternal lifg(5:6-13).In 5:6-8, John pens three mysterious versgss is
the One who came by water and blood, Jesus Christpt with the water only, but with the water
and with the blood. It is the Spirit who testifies” because the Spirit is the truthFor there are
three” that testify:?* the Spirit and the water and the blood; and the thee are in agreement.®* The
first question that likely comes to your mind ish¥¥'s up with the water and blood and how do these
relate to the testimony of God? | believe thatwlager and the blood metaphorically refer to the
beginning and end of Jesus’ ministry on earth,@nohference, everything in between. The true iitgnt
of Jesus is only to be discovered by looking awihele of His life?* Thus, the “water” probably refers to
John the Baptist's baptism of Jesus in water (Ig4t7). The “blood” probably refers to His death by
crucifixion (John 19:35-37). Some false teacheth@early church taught that the divine Christ
descended on the human Jesus at His baptism bttimefoefore His crucifixion. John referred to this
teaching in this verse. He considered this teachimgue. Jesus Christ, one Person, came at His firs
advent not just to experience baptism in wateralsd to die”

John further stressed the reliability of the Spinititness by reminding his readers that the Sigrtituth.
The Spirit’s testimony about Jesus’ identity at bliptism was true because the Spirit Himself ighfru
even God Himself (cf. John 14:6). Really, therethree witnesses to the truth. These witnessethare
Holy Spirit teaching through the apostles and petgphthe water of Jesus’ baptism, and the bloddiof
crucifixion. John personified the latter two indhierse. The testimony of eyewitnesses and proplsets
well as that of the historical events affirmed tindne and human character of Jesus Christ.

By the way, the main job description of the Holyirjis to exalt the Lord Jesus (John 16:13). Th&iS
simply bears witness to the Son. He does not atittention to Himself. This is why He is the my#&ias
and unheralded member of the Trinity. When youpssple making a big deal about the Holy Spirit you
can be sure they are in error. The Holy Spiritkie &n offensive lineman who makes the quarteriaack
running back look good. The Holy Spirit is everyds impressive as the Father and the Son, yabldis

is to point people to Jesus and ensure that werstiaghel the Father’s testimony.



In 5:9, John makes this very profound stateméfive receive the testimony of men, the testimongpf
God is greater; for the testimony of God is this,hat He has testified concerning His Son.Every day
we trust the testimony of sinful men. We could deposit money in a bank, ride in a car, buy foothat
grocery store, take an aspirin for a headachep @ang of the many things we do in our daily livewe
did not trust the testimony of men.

Here’s another example: How do you know Abrahantdin was real? Have you ever met him? Have
you seen him? Have you talked to him? There is ongyway you know Abraham Lincoln lived...it is
recorded. The reason you believe it is becauserygtithe historians. You and | believe that histos
wrote down the proper information in American higteo | can say that Abraham Lincoln lived. Now
suppose | came up to you and said, “Abraham Lind@n't live.” You would say, “What’s wrong with
you? He did live!” And | said, “Have you seen himfid you say, “No.” And | say, “Well, then how do
you know he really lived?” And you take me to adrg book and show me the facts. But then | say,
“But how do you know those historians told thetfuThey could have just made up his name.” Most of
you will probably fight for the veracity of the higians, even though you have never met Abraham
Lincoln. Not only would you say you believe it, yibeven take off from work for President’s Day.

You'll believe it enough to act on it. No one héas ever seen Abraham Lincoln or George Washington,
but you'd fight for the reality of their existenbecause there is a record.

John is saying, “If you trust in men every day,'tgau trust what God has testified concerning S5?
Is not God more dependable than man? If you wkk tle word of a stranger and act on it, can ydu no
believe the Word of God, especially when He haseduhe testimony to be written down by the
eyewitnesses of these events?” God has givenewoedrconcerning His Son. If we can believe sinful
historians about Lincoln and all the other men aondhen of history, we had better believe the sogerei
sinless God who has a word about Jesus Christ.

Have you ever heard people say, “Well, men wrogeBible?” Well, men wrote the history books and we
believe them and they didn’t claim to be God! Ifmeho didn’t claim to be God can make an accurate
record of Lincoln and Washington, then God whomkato be God can use men to make an accurate
record of ChristTrust God’s authority—not man’s majority

Having spoken of theharacterof the divine testimony to Jesus (5:6-9), John msdeediscuss theesults
of that testimony (5:10-13). John breaks down vithaeans to have a relationship with Christ in 5:10
“The one who believes in the Son of God has the ti@sony in himself; the one who does not believe
God has made Him a liar, because he has not believim the testimony that God has given
concerning His Son.?¢ John does not beat around the bush; he does noé mis words. Rather, he
goes straight for the jugula¥lou’re either a believer or an unbeliever. The viaddieve” (pisteuq is
used three times in 5:f0Belief is the basis for salvatih“Believe” means simply to receive God's
promise or accept it as tréelf you believe in the Son of God, you have théitesny; if you do not
believe, you are treating God as though He weiar &df. 1:10)* You insult God if you do not believe
the testimony He has given.

The next three verses rank among the greatestierttire Bible. They are heart stopping. They are
staggering! In 5:11-12, John gives us the conté@aml'’s testimony:And the testimony is this, that
God has given us eternal life, and this life is iklis Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who
does not have the Son of God does not have the . lifdohn states that “God has given us eternal life.”
He has made the free gift of eternal life availaBlikwe have to do is receive the offer of His Sdasus
Christ and eternal life are one gift from Gbdn John 17:3, Jesus tells us that eternal litaés
knowledge of God® We need to remember that eternal life is bothiuahd duration. | have part now;
| will experience all in the future. God has callexito enjoy eternal life in the here and now dmhtand
there.



It is worth noting that 5:12 is not an offer of et&l life, but a confirmation of what God had ddoe
John's readers (cf. 5:13). John is careful to lahisl “the” life, not just any kind of life. The&tal life
that God offers is the only kind of life therelisis true life—the life (cf. 1 Tim 6:19). And thiffe can
only be found in Jesus. Suppose | take a book and pen inside it. Then | say to you, “I am goiag
give you this book.” When | give you the book ydsiceget the pen. That is what John is telling usffe
If we have Jesus we have the life that He offénsiel do not have Jesus we do not have the lifeHleat
offers. As the bumper sticker reads: “KNOW ChrigijOW life; NO Christ, NO life.”

This is a very important discussion. Life’s biggdstision is what you do with Jesus Christ. What yo
decide about Jesus determines your destiny. lhywe never trusted in Jesus Christ, would you pleas
do so today?

John closes our passage in 5:13 with these wordssafranceThese things | have written to you who
believe in the name of the Son of God, so that yonay know that you have eternal life.** John
begins 5:13 with the phrase “these things.” Marhotars have taken that phrase to be the purpogbkdor
entire book. So, in other words, “I have writterytau all these things, so that if you are passlhthese
tests and obeying these many things | have instduaiu in, you may then know for certain you have
eternal life.” Now that's a comforting assuranaa/'ti it? If this view is correct we're all in a wieolot of
trouble! Fortunately, the phrase “these thinggised elsewhere by John. In each of the three previo
usages the phrase looks back to the immediatetegireg material® Additionally, John uses the phrase
“I am writing” five times, and in all five usageset phrase refers to the immediately preceding sdree
is writing ¥ In 5:13, the phrase “these things” refers to wiwdin had just written about God'’s
testimony’ (5:6-12), rather than to his whole epistle.

This makes sense when we remember that 5:13 et those “who believe,” meaning already
regenerate, saved saints. The question is: Howodwvdigain people acquire assurance that they are bo
again? It should NOT be by reflecting on works domthe body. This is a standard that is constantly
fluctuating. Our salvation will constantly hangtire balance if we base it on our performance. Wstmu
have a firm foundation on which to base somethagrgortant as our eternal destiny.

Next time you’re in an airport notice the differeneetween passengers who have confirmed tickets and
those on standby. Those who have confirmed ticketselaxed, confident, and expectant. Those on
standby hang around the ticket counter—they padesaeat, pace and sweat, pace and sweat—all
because of uncertaint§God offers us freedom from the burden of uncetyaso we can know for sure
where we stand with Him.

Upon believing in Christ, it is important to undarsd that our assurance of everlasting life is hase

the fact of what God has done, not on our feelifigg Bible does not teach an “l don’t know,” “I heop

s0,” or even an ‘I think so” salvation. God’'s Waidims that you can know for sure that you are goin

to heaven. The word “know” in 5:13 means “to knaw ¢ertain,” just as you know how many fingers are
on your right hand, what your address is, or hadwolu are®® You can be as certain about heaven as you
are those facts. That is not just the personaliopiof man. It is not merely the doctrine of a jatar
church. It is a promise from God Himself.

Assurance of salvation is one of God’s beautifttsdf Every believer ought to know that he or she
possesses salvatihin fact, assurance is not only possible but atstessary if we are to experience
purpose and power in our lives. Assurance is ex¢hgimportant for many reasons. Two primary reasons
are: (1) Assurance acts as a fortress of strerggtimst the condemnation of Satan and our own ffeshl
doubts. (2) Assurance adds zeal and vitality tagfian service. An uncertain salvation is a sad one
which repels rather than attracts others. So devaste years in self-introspection and doubt.



This past week, a friend came to my house to helpvith our home computers. As we talked, we
discovered that we are both directionally impaitezhid, “Praise God! There is another brilliantma
who can't find his way to the end of his nose!” pteceeded to tell me that he just purchased aisolut
to his problem: Magellan Road Mate. This elabonas&jgational system that attaches to your dash
ensures that you never get lost. In fact, Magedlauced a system called “Never Lost” for Hertzaén
cars. This system has become the most proven eeamagdiigation system, having been tested by more
than 4 million rental car drivers in the USAlt provides peace of mind, security, and assurance

If you have placed your faith in Jesus Christ, @oamises you that you will never be lost and thmt y

are guaranteed to make it to heaven. He can makeaspromise because our assurance is based on His
promise, not our performance. Our assurance iglaséaith in what God says, not in what we do. |
challenge you todaytrust God's authority—not man’s majority
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Scripture Reading

1 John 5:1-13

1 John 3:10-17

Matthew 11:28-30

John 1:12; 3:15-16, 18, 36
John 5:24; 6:35-40, 47
John 11:25-27

John 146

Study Questions

1.

John intertwines our love for God and our loveftslow Christians (5:2). Why does John do this? Hines
love for other Christians demonstrate our loveGod? What practical acts of love have | perfornted have
expressed my love for God and others? Read 1 JABA1B.

John states that God’s commandments “are not bsotes’ (5:3). Have | ever begged to differ with this
statement? Why or why not? What should a belieeerken he or she feels that God’s commandments are
burdensome? What steps should he or she take? ldold Wadvise such a fellow brother or sister?

God’s promise of salvation is available to thos@whmply believe the testimony about Jesus Chsi§t-12).
Why must we emphasize God'’s objective witness tasChnd not just our subjective testimony of araied
life? How can our feelings and works (or lack tledyerove deceptive? How does trusting in a Pessuaha
promise simplify salvation?

In 5:13, John informs us that we can “know” thathewe eternal life. How important is assuranceabfation?
What are the practical ramifications? What shoupgson do who lacks it?

What implications does our entire text have fomessing to lost people? When we present the gospat,
should we emphasize? Is precise terminology réalportant? Why or why not?



Notes

! The basic idea for this illustration comes fromyRa Stedman, “Why Do We Believe?” (1 John 5:6-12):
http://www.pbc.org/library/files/html/0166.html

2 There is some question about whether 1 John Bdléhgs with the previous section (4:7-21) or begimew
section. Those who maintain the former argue thiatgassage further elaborates the theme of I®ayrhond
Brown, The Epistles of JohmAnchor Bible series (Garden City, N.Y: Doubleda982), 565; |I. Howard Marshall,
The Epistles of JOhiNICNT Reprint ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1982y, Stephen S. Smallel, 2, 3 John
WBC series (Waco: Word, 1984), 235]. Others, howesee 5:1 as providing a new section, with fagng the
primary topic. [F. F. Brucelhe Epistles of JohrfLondon: Pickering & Inglis Ltd., 1970; reprintl.e Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1986), 116; Alfred Plumme&he Epistles of S. Joh@ambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges series.
1883. Reprint ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge UniverBityss, 1938), 110; Brooke Foss Westcdie Epistles of St.
John:The Greek Text with Notd¢h ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1966), 176]. @tsly, the two themes are
related, and here they are combined without at ireak in thought.

? pisteuo(“to believe,” “to have faith”), first introduceat 1 John 3:23, becomes the primary term and pesvitk
section.

* For some reason, even the NASB, which is usuailtediteral, obscures the sense of the Greek irefbl
(gegennetgi The ESV translates correctly, “Everyone who dgdis that Jesus is the Christ has been born of
God....” The Greek verb (perfect tense) indicateaction that took place in the past with continuiagults in the
present and future.

> The phrase “born of Godgénnad occurs seven times in 1 John (3:9 [twice]; 4:1; B, 18 [twice]).

® Technically, the word “child” is not included ihe Greek text. Thus, the ESV translates the plfeaskeveryone
who loves the Father loveghomeveihas been born of him.” However, most English traiens include the word
“child” because it makes grammatical sense (e.4SBl NET, HSB, NIV, NRSV).

" See 1 John 2:3, 4; 3:22, 24; 5:3 [twice]. Thimise distinguished from the singular love “comnmaedt” in 1
John 2:7 [three times], 8; 3:23 [twice]; 4:21.

8 See also Zane C. Hodgd#he Epistles of John: Walking in the Light of Godse(Irving, TX: Grace Evangelical
Society, 1999), 214.

° The longest chapter in the Bible is Psalm 119, ientheme is the Word of God. Every verse but (i9:122,
132) mentions the Word of God in one form or angths “law,” “precepts,” “commandments,” etc. Boet
interesting thing is that the psalmistesthe Word of God and enjoys telling us about it!'tiGw | love Your Law!”
(119:97) He rejoices in the Law (119:14, 162) aeligthts in it (119:16, 24). It is honey to his ©6119:103). In
fact, he turns God’s Law into a song: “Your stastbave been my songs in the house of my pilgrim@bEd:54).
19 Some versions put a comma or semicolon at the®&, rather than a period (e.g., NIV, NRSV; HBET).

" The Greek goddess of victory was Nike, which &lappens to be the name of a United States aesailmiBoth
of them are named for the Greek waiile (NEE-kay), which simply means victory.

12 Gk. pan= neuter gender.

13 The NIV is mistaken in translating the Greek wpathas “whoever.” The KJV and RSV translgi@n as
“everything” This is adequate.

4 Plummer Commentary on the Epistles of St. Johroc.

5 The Greek literally says, “The victory that istaidous over the world.”

% The Greek aorist tense may also be taken as desstgiement of fact (e.g., NIV).

7 Continuing to overcome is not automatic for theigttan. Not all Christians continue to overcome torld (cf.
2 Tim 4:10). Only those who continue to live bytlfafi.e., trust and obey God) do. However, no care @vercome
the world unless he or she believes that JeshieiSon of God. It is in this sense that John retemssercomers
here; every Christian overcomes essentially becaedeelieve in Jesus Christ.

18 See also Michael Eatoh,2.3 JohnFocus on the Bible (Scotland: Christian Focu§6)9176.

19 Steven J. Cole, “Vital Signs of the New Birtfittp://www.fcfonline.org/content/1/sermons/05280@kf, 8.

2 The Greek word for “testify”rartureq or “testimony” ¢narturia) occurs ten times in 1 John 5:6-12, translated
by different English words.

21 The Law required that two or three witness tofyagithing (Deut 17:6; 19:15).

%2 The KJV and NKJV add the words: “There are thrée testify in heaven: the Father, the Word, and-tbly
Spirit, and these three are one.” Although thitesteent is certainly doctrinally true most Bible glzlrs believe that
it was added hundreds of years after 1 John watewyriby a well-meaning scribe. This is becauseob6t000
Greek manuscripts of the NT scholars currently esssthis section only occurs in eight of them.eddiht of these
Greek manuscripts are over 1,000 years later thhrhfé was written, and in four of the eight maniggsithis

” w




section is in the margin as a note. F.F. Brucestdihere are no Greek manuscripts with this &xftit phrase
before the 1% century. It comes from a marginal comment that inesrporated into the text of an Old Latifi 5
century manuscript.” See F. F. Brudde Epistles of JohfGrand Rapids, Eerdmans, 1986), 129-130. The aligin
text is accurately represented in such versionlkeaBlASB, ESV, and NIV.

% Regarding 1 John 5:6-8, Martyn Lloyd-Jones stétésy there can be no question at all but thatéhesee
verses are not only the most difficult verses in #pistle, but | think...that they are the three tatificult verses,
in a sense, in the entire Bible!” Martyn Lloyd-Jan€hildren ofGod (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 1994), 68.

% See HodgesThe Epistles of Johr219, n. 10.

% |s John attempting to make a further point throhighmention of the water and the blood? | thinkJahn often
had a deeper meaning in his words, a beneath-tfizesumneaning. Consider this: In John’s Gospelaveetold
about the cross of Christ. When the soldiers cantedak his legs, they did not break them becaeses already
dead (19:6). A Roman soldier then took a speapérted Jesus’ side, and low and behold, out cdowalland
water (19:34). Because of this statement some piays believe that Jesus Christ died of a brokanth&round
the heart there is a sack of fluid and sometimesrvthe heart bursts, the sac of fluid also budstsus Christ had
the weight of every sin ever committed upon Him #isdvery probable, it broke His heart. In Johnighd, the
words blood and water seem to connote a two-fadrading power.

% Barker writes, “The writer, then, cannot allowttlbae can profess belief in God, as did his opptnemd yet
reject God’s testimony to his own Son. Such repectiannot be excused on the basis of ignoranceevidence is
too clear and too weighty. Rather, it is deliberatbelief, the character of which in the end immutire very being
and character of God. If Jesus is not God’s owniBahe flesh, then God is no longer the truth.igithe liar.”
Glenn W. Barker, “1 John,The Expositor's Bible Commentaf@rand Rapids: Zondervan, 1981 [2001]),
Electronic Ed.

2" Believingin the Son of God is the same as believitmat Jesus ishe Christ (cf. 5:1; John 3:15-16, 18; 20:30-31).
John uses the grammatical construction “believeSiftimes. This is the first occurrence of the wirelieve”
combined with “in” in 1 John. The idea is that faiests in an object. Faith fully relies upon tleeson of the Son of
God.

“8 See Acts 13:38; 16:30; Rom 4:5; and Gal 3:22.

% Notice there is nothing here about “head or heealief,” or about a “faith that yields to God aseowagainst mere
intellectual assent.” The Bible does not complidatth like that. Once we have understood the ngEsshe issue
is: Is it true or false? Do we believe it, or do m@? HodgesThe Epistles of Johi224.

%0 yet, the Scriptures insist that God is not a IBatan is a liar (see John 8:44).

31 Some of the false teachers seem to have triegp@rate them (cf. 1 John 2:25-26).

32 Eternal life is qualitative, not quantitativejstthe higheskind of spiritual and moral life, irrespective of time,
which God enables the believer to share in relatignwith Jesus. Stephen S. Smaltky2, 3 JohnWBC series
(Waco: Word, 1984), 287.

% Jerry VinesExploring 1, 2, 3 Joh(Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux Brothers, 1989), 193.

3 This verse is frequently, and wrongly, taken atatement of purpose for the entire epistle. Bistithcontrary to
the writer's usage. Our assurance of salvatiors @stthe testimony of God, His promise (5:12).désl not rest on
the presence of spiritual fruit (cf. John 15:12yekts on God’s Word, not on man’s works. The psepof 1 John is
found in 1:3-4. See also Brooke Foss Westddte, Epistles of St. Johithe Greek Text with Notd¥ ed. (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1966), 188.

% Since 1 John refers on four occasions to writithg&e things{tauta, neuter-accusative-plural) to you, one would
expect each to refer to a section of the book,(a.garagraph), not to the whole: these things vitewo you (1:4
refers to 1:1-3), these things | write to you (&fers to 1:5-10), these things | have writtenda y2:26 refers to
2:18-25), and these things | have written to yaa35efers to ). For an excellent understanding: 8, see John
Niemeld, “Finding True North in 1 JohnChafer Theological Seminary Journdbl 6, No. 3 (July-September
2000): http://www.chafer.edu/journal/back_issues.html

% See 1 John 2:7, 8, 12, 13, and 14.

37 «These things” points to the testimony/witnesg(turia, the noun, omartureq the verb) which has been
mentioned seven times in 1 John 5:9-12.

38 See Bill, HybelsToo Busy Not to PragDowners Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1998), 113.

39 Gk. eidete Matt 9:6; cf. Mark 2:10; Luke 5:2£&ideteis from the root woraida, see 1 John 2:11, 20-21, 29; 3:2,
5, 14-15; 5:15, 18-19.




“0 Evangelist Dwight L. Moody (1837-1899) said, “liege hundreds of Christians are being deceive8aian
now on this point: They don’t have the assurancgabfation just because they are not willing tet@od at His
Word!”

“*1 There are many people mentioned in the New Testawteo had absolute 100% assurance of their salvafihe
disciples knew with certainty (Matt 26:29; Luke 20; John 13:10). So did Paul (2 Tim 1:12), Marthahfr 11:25-
27), Cornelius (Acts 10:47), Timothy (1 Tim 1:2T8n 1:5), and Titus (Titus 1:4), to name a few.

2 Seehttp://www.magellangps.com/support/fagdetail.aspitfa48&prodid=955andhttp://hertzneverlost.com/




