“Marching Orders” (Matthew 28:16—20)

I'd like to ask you a very important question: Wigthe greatest problem facing America today? dsii
governmental leadership? Is it our war with drugd alcohol? Is it the pornography epidemic? Is it
abortion? Is it relativism and liberalism? Or isdtne of these? What do you think? | would submitdu
that the greatest problem facing America is theeenat enough disciples of Jesus Christ. For yeang
research has revealed that over a third of Amesicansider themselves born-again Christians. Now if
that's true it poses a great problem. How can we [zl these Christians in all these churchesbiedll
these pastors and leaders, and still have alhibiss? The answer is simple: We don’t have enough
disciples.

However, instead of being depressed and defeatdtlag reality, our goal must be to encourage one
another to raise up disciples that will impact tpseration and the one to come. If we succedusn t
endeavor, Thurston County will no longer be the tmoghurched county in Washington State.
Washington State will no longer be the most undhexdcstate in our country. We will be able to infloe
our state government and public schools. We willhawve so many troubled marriages and families. We
will not have so many financial woes. We will seigtless people place their faith in Christ. Bug th

will require you and me tbe busy about Jesus’ business

We are in the midst of a church vision series. @sion is “transferring truth to the next generaticOur
vision strategy is “learn the Word, live the lifeye the body, and lead the world.” This is the¢ Emon
in our series and it deals with our final stratégad the world"—or disciple people in Christ. Tlés
what it means tbe busy about Jesus’ businessMatt 28:18—-20, we will look at three blessirajs
discipleship. These three blessings will equipadset busy about Jesus’ business

1. Jesus gives His authority to His disciple@8:18).In 28:16—17, Matthew states that after Jesus rose
from the dead He immediately called a meeting—bwaisn’t any ordinary church committee meeting. It
wasn'’t held in a boardroom but on a hillside ini@al(28:16) In 28:17, Matthew records a fascinating
verse“When they [the disciplessaw Him[Jesus] they worshipped Him; but some were doubtful.?
The eleven disciples are still struggling in tHaith. After all the disciples had observed andezignced
you would think that they would be rock-solid irethfaith. But that was not the case with the first
disciples, nor is it always true of you and me.t&oately, God is a God of grace and compassion. In
28:18a, Matthew writesAnd Jesus came up and spoke to them...Instead of stepping away from His
doubting disciples, Jesus “came up” to tHefis emphasizes Jesus’ perfect patience with drogibt
disciples. Jesus graciously takes disciples asabme. If they only worship Him, whatever doubtsyth
have can be handlédChrist then assertsAfl authority has been given to Me in heaven and oearth”
(28:18b)° The entire gospel of Matthew stresses the authofiesus Christ. Jesus exercised authority in
His teaching, healing, and forgiving sins. He agercised authority over Satan and even deleghted t
authority to His apostlesThis is why Matthew closes his gospel by sayiraj flesus has “all authority.”

It's worth noting that there are two different Gkeeords for “authority” or “power” in the New
Testament. One means the ability to perform amdaperly translated “powertiinamis. The other

means the right to use power and is properly tededl“authority” €xousid. Here, Christ uses the latter
word. He is claiming that He has the ability toallothings and the right to use that ability. Suppd

walked out of Bank of America and for no reasoalita 6-6, 250-pound madman came charging down
the street, body slammed me, and sprawled me etltbe sidewalk. Since he is bigger than me he has
power; but he has no right to do crush me like sboge On the other hand, suppose | had just robbed
that same bank and it was a 6-6, 250-pound polineste tackled me. He would have the authority—the
ability, and the right to use his poweFhat's what Christ is claiming. He has “all autibgrin the entire
universe. If we are to be successful in our digeipbking we must appeal to the authority of Christ.



This means we must recognize who Jesus is. Jerodasiger a penniless preacher. He is no longer a
man of sorrows, acquainted with grief...stricken, tseni of God, and afflicted (Isa 53:3-4)ow He is
revealed as the King of kings and Lord of lordsil(P{10-11). Please understand, while Jesus hasyalw
been God, His resurrection further validated HinGasl before the world (Rom 1:4). When Jesus
declares, “All authority has been given to Me imVven and on earth,” He saying that no one or ngthin
can stop you and me from accomplishing His diseipéking purposes. While we may doubt, we must
persevere in worship with the confidence that weeheverything we need to do all that God has cailted
to do. Today, will you bring your doubts to Jesnd aorship Him? Will you recognize that time is gho
and there is an urgency to move forward and pizeridiscipleshipBe busy about Jesus’ business

[Now that we've recognized Jesus gives His authdoitHis disciples, it's critical that we understian]

2. Jesus gives His mission to His discipl€28:19-20a).In these two verses, Jesus issues a clarionocall t
carry on His work by making disciples. In 28:19—-20masays: Go therefore and make disciples of all
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fa#tr and the Son and the Holy Spirit; teaching
them to observe all that | commanded you.The word “therefore”dun) in 28:19a is significant for it
connects Jesus’ mission with His authority. Becaleseis has “all authority” (28:18b), we must go and
make disciples. It is important to note that in 28:19—20a thererity one command: “to make
disciples.™ Clustered around the imperative are three paléisifyoing,” “baptizing,” and “teaching.”
The main verb (“to make disciples”) tellswhatto do and the participles (“going,” “baptizing fic
“teaching”) tell ushowto do it. So the emphasis is clearly on the comivfemmake disciples.”
Nevertheless, it is important to note that whemigiple precedes an imperative it can sharedhsefof
the command® So in this case “going” or “go” carries the sen§&0! Go for the purpose of making
disciples.

So what is a disciplé?A disciple is one who has decided that followirtyi€t takes precedence over
everything else in lifé® A disciple is a man, woman, or student who lovesug Christ more than self,
spouse, children, parents, and friends. A disdfptme who denies himself, takes up his cross daiilg
follows Jesus Christ. A disciple is one who is eoned with an eternal perspective and has surrethidere
himself completely to the lordship of Christ (Luké:26—-33; Luke 9:23-26). The book of Acts teaches
that a disciple is one who has believed in JesusGind expressed his faith in baptism. He themaias

in the fellowship of the believers that he mighttéeght the truths of the faith (Acts 2:41-47).tHen
goes out and wins others and teaches them. Thdisiple!

Please natice that disciple-making doesn’t stopuinchurch or neighborhood. Jesus says that wieare
“make disciples of all the nations.” This verse r@gses God’s missions heartbeat. It also informbats
God yearns for us to have a heart for every ettpriap. We're to have a burden for disciples todised
up throughout the entire world. Our focus must gsvae on the world. If it isn’t, we’'ll have a weak
Western faith. The Lord wants us to give sacrifigiao that disciples are made in every nation,, Yet
also believe that for many of us money is not eho@®pd may be calling you to go on a short-term
mission. He may be calling you to contact Stephenridand join our Missions Commission. If so,
please indicate your interest on your communicatema. In the same way that we're to be a “house of
prayer for all the nations” (Mark 11:17), we're bearalled to be a house of discipleship for allribons.
I’'m absolutely convinced that to the degree thattamuel has a heart for the discipleship of the aydd
that same degree; the Lord will bless our locakrchuwith that said, there are many people frorhtted
nations” coming to America, and even WashingtoneStare you reaching out to share Christ with
someone from another nation? What a privilege tordes-cultural mission work in the United States a
work, school, or even in your very own neighborhddel busy about Jesus’ business

Now that we know our mission, let's break down $pecifics of Jesus’ three-step plan for disciple-
making.



Step One: Going.The first step in disciple making is to go. Nowd'checked the Greek word “go,” I've
looked at its Hebrew cognate, and I've even lodkeithe Aramaic, and “go” means “go.” It means “don’
stay!” This may seem pretty obvious but it's a peol because we like staying better. Yet, Jesus usl|

to leave the security of the church and go outfineoworld and represent Him in the marketplace. Di
you know that nowhere in the Bible are we told iimdp our unbelieving friends and co-workers inte th
church to win them to Christ? There’s nothing wraevith doing that but the biblical strategy is totgo
others and be a withess where theyaarg thenbring them to church so that they can becomeplesi
The Bible is clear that we must go to sinners ifaxpect sinners to come to the Savior.

Have you ever stopped to realize that God hasiteiih the world to be witnesses to the world? Ehat’
right! In heaven we’ll enjoy an eternal existenéevorship, discipleship, and fellowship. But welibt be
able to share the gospel with those who don’t kdesus Christ. Everything that we're presently doing
can be better done in heaven, with the excepti@hafing Christ with those who don’t Him. That'sywh
it's critical that we go and share the good newth wthers. If you've accepted Christ’s invitatian t
come, have you obeyed His commission to go? Arecymrently sharing with your family members,
friends, neighbors, co-workers, and acquaintarfee$olve of Christ and the difference He's madeduary
life? If you are, praise God. If you're not, recomgourself that you will go and be Christ’s witises

You can do this by developing a military-mindsétdu are soldier or former military, you understan
the importance of “going.” When Uncle Sam calls, ymter the battlefield for the purpose of saving
lives. Similarly, we, we need to enter the batliefiof the day-to-day grind of daily living and shahe
gospel with those who need to hear it—so that wectm save lives.

» Pray for opportunitiesPrayer is where outreach begins. Please take elS#wven for heaven”
and “Seven for earth” card in your bulletin. On tBeven for heaven” side, write down the
names of seven people who you want to believe nisCHeray that they become Christians, but
also pray for their families, for their jobs, fandince and health and cars and house and
apartment or whatever the issues of their lives bwyPray for them for a year and see what God
does. On the “Seven for earth” side, write downrtames of Christians who need to be deployed
into the world. Begin praying every day and watdtatthe Lord does in their lives.

» Read a book on sharing your faith.read what | am interested in. If | feel like I'waning in an
important area of my life, | begin to read a boolka@nagazine about it. One of the ways to keep
zealous in your heart for outreach is to read altoGto into our church library as you leave this
service and ask Claudette if she has any book®wartd share Christ. You can also e-mail me
and I'll be happy to provide you a list of bookatlive found helpful. There are plenty of books
that will motivate you to share your faith.

» Open up your home to othergVhen the church began, there were no buildingsegetiim so the
church met in homes. Now that we have buildings tendency is to close our homes. Yet, one
of the greatest ways to impact unbelievers is¥derthem into your home. In time, perhaps you
can even have a small group Bible study that winkaugh the gospel of John and examines
Jesus’ claims. You could also have host a maragmrenting study. I'm sure Dan and Candra
Fisher could recommend materials for you.

» Join Emmanuel’s outreach teanErnest Stukes and | are starting up an outreamipgihat will
seek to bless unbelievers in Thurston County. Weenet be walking around downtown Olympia
wearing a sandwich board that says, “Turn or Buhn$tead we will be attempting to find
creative ways to bless schools, neighborhoodshasihesses. If you have a servant’s heart and a
burden for others, let me know of your interesyyoar communication card.



Step Two: Baptizing. The second instruction for disciple making is aptize new believers “in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Hpigt3 The word translated “baptizebéptizg means
to plunge or immers¥.The second step of Jesus’ mission is to baptizebadievers in water. Baptism is
like a wedding ring—an external reminder of aniiné reality. | can be married without a ring but
wearing it informs others that I'm married and uaitable. It also serves to remind me that I'm neri
and unavailable. So, although a gold band worrherttird finger of the left hand is a symbol of
marriage it doesn’t make the wearer married. Sinas a free gift. The sole condition is faith o
However, the Lord’'s expectation is that every sirfgtliever be baptized. In the book of Acts, every
recorded believer was baptized within a 24-houiopéiTherefore, even though baptism has nothing to
do with one’s salvation it should be a natural oese to one’s salvation. Every week we must exibedt
we’'ll be baptizing people. If our baptismal tanlgi®wing cobwebs and we have to vacuum the dust and
dirt out of it something is terribly wrong! We sHdube witnessing many new births like Saint Pete’s
Hospital. Let's begin to expect the Lord to do githings at Emmanuel. If the Holy Spirit is tuggiog
you because you've never been baptized, will yoolsient to God’s call upon your life to do so?
Please check the box expressing an interest ifsbaph the response card in the chair in frontaaf y
and we’ll be glad to contact you to discuss youstisan further.

In 28:19, Jesus is urging disciples to go publithwilhe act of water baptism but He’s also urging Hi
disciples to become identified with the TrinityeRbe notice that the word “name” is singular, aitfroit
is the name of three persons. This is the doctirike Trinity. This carries the identification &sp of
baptism a step further. For not only are we tokthilkke Christ, our behavior is to be Christlike. In
everything we do we are to remember that we reptdke Trinity. If you're a disciple, you are the
Trinity's representative to the world and everythirou do reflects on God in His Trinitarian fullses
whether good or evil. In the workplace, at homehineighborhood, you are God’'s man or woman.
This theological emphasis of baptism reminds us\ien we receive Christ God’'s work isn't over—it
has just begun. Many churches and many Christisnsadisfied with converts and decisions. But the
biblical mandate is for disciples. At Emmanuel westmever be satisfied with a saved soul and aedast
life. We must grow people up in Chri@e busy about Jesus’ business

Step Three: Teaching.The last of Christ's three instructions was fotaigeach. One of the reasons that
our church preaches through the Bible (i.e., pcastexpository preaching) is that Jesus has conmedand
His disciples to teach “all” that He has commanitedis Word—both the Old and New Testaments.
This is one of our most fundamental responsibdited privileges as a church. So please makestatre
you are supportive of the preached Word, get beihirits interesting that teaching comes aftertizmy.
Why not offer instruction before baptizing? Thes@ais that if you don't baptize new believers yan’t

be able to sit them down long enough to teach tivem.see if they don't become identified with Chris
they'll always have something else to do instedéarhing about Him. Once they are identified vidim
they'll want to learn how they're supposed to lagrepresentatives of Christ. Too many pastors and
missionaries think that preaching the gospel anthgaeople walk an aisle, raise their hands, prpsayer,
sign a card, or be baptized is fulfilling the Gr€ammission. This is one reason that more tharC30tian
denominations and thousands of cults exist in thidaThe teaching aspect of the Great Commissisn h
been greatly neglected. Sadly, the church of Jehtist has many Christians who should be on tha fro
lines that are still in basic training. While themxay know the Word it hasn’t made a difference airtlives.
Yet, God is only excited about our knowledge aadrimg if it impacts our lives. If all our knowlegd@nd
study doesn't affect our lives it's worthless. Attiing church—even if you're there every Sundaybfor
years isn't important if what you learn doesn’t maku love and serve Christ Monday through Saturday
Did you know that a good way to learn God's trgthoi teach it to others? If you are mature in ¥aitin help
others mature in their faith. That's a common asyrtand it's our responsibility before God. As alsva
begin with your immediate family. Make sure thatiyspouse and children are growing in the Lord.

[Jesus has given us His authority and His mission; we'll find encouragement in His final blessihg



3. Jesus gives His presence to His disciplg8:20b).An astounding blessing is that Jesus will be with
disciple-makers in a unique and powerful way. Tdst phrase of 28:20 readand lo, | am with you
always, even to the end of the alfg’ Matthew’s gospel begins with the prophecy that3haeior's name
would be “Immanuel,” that is, “God with us” (1:28and it ends with Jesus’ promise to be with His
disciples forever. The gospel of Matthew thus foemsnclusion (i.e., a textual sandwich or bracket)
about Jesus in His relationship to His people shiggests His deity. This is further confirmed by th
phrase “and lo, | am,” which is literally transldtél, even, I.” In this verse Jesus distinguishidmself
from the other two members of the Trinity. Becai'sesuch an impressive promise, people often gitote
out of context. For example, when someone getsaitiises his job a fellow believer will remind the
sufferer that the Lord is with him always. But thierse isn't about being sick or losing a job. tdking
about making disciples. What Jesus is saying tsvthan we make disciples He'll be with us. In other
words, if we want to know where to find Jesus wed® look where disciples are being made. Do you
want to know what church Jesus is attending thigd8y? Look for Him in a disciple-making church. I'm
confident that Jesus doesn’t attend many of thecties in the United States because disciple-making
not much of a priority. Regardless of the qualityhe service, the size of the church, the beafithie
facilities, if disciples are not being made, youwtdind Jesus. If you are a disciple, your companis
Jesus Christ!

Many years ago, J. Edgar Hoover (former directahefFBI) invited 200 leaders to New York to dissus
the plight of our country. The focus of this pantar meeting was to discuss the Black Panther phaaty
had all of New York City absolutely terrified. TheeBlack Panthers were roaming the streets, they had
shut down all the stores by 5:00, they had cloge@entral Park, they made people hurry across the
bridges, they had even closed “Lovers Lane” andaroos churches. In all about 4 million people were
fleeing for their lives or, at the very least, werared silly because the Panthers were on thehmne
great preacher and pastor, Dr. E.V. Hill, was dinth® leaders who was present on this leadership
committee. Dr. Hill asked a very pertinent questidust how many Panthers are active in NYC?” The
answer that came back was 81! 81 Panthers wereodiong over 4 million people. Yet those 81 Panther
were anything but ordinary. Those 81 Panthersngllaid their lives on the line. They didn’t care
whether they lived or died; they were just pushimgjr agenda®

Did you know that Emmanuel Bible Fellowship couttpiact our county and our entire state? We have
81+81+81+81+81. If we developed a holy Black Panthentality our impact for Christ could spread
throughout our community, state, country, and wa@ldr lives would be earthly and eternally sigrafic
And ultimately isn’'t that what we really want? Whige all said and done, don’t we want to have
fulfilled our mission in life? | sure think so. Lste busy about Jesus’ business

Questions worth asking

How does our church define discipleship?

What does a disciple look like?

Do we have an intentional process of discipleship?

Does our church know this process?

How does this process relate to the purpose ofithech?

Has our church prioritized distinct practices tledte to the discipleship process?

Does our church practice the principle of abandortrbased on the idea that activity doesn't always

mean productivity?

How does our church measure maturity?

How does our community describe our church?

10. Do our church families spend more planned timevreak at church with each other or in the
community with non-believers?

NouohkwhpE
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Scripture References
Matthew 28:18-20
Mark 16:14-18

Luke 24:44-49

John 20:19-23

Acts 1:6-11

2 Corinthians 5:11-21
Colossians 4:2—-6

Study Questions

1.

At what point in my life have | seriously doubtezkds (Matthew 28:17)? What specific circumstancesdht
about this doubt or disbelief? How did | processintgllectual or emotional concerns? When do | fimgself
filled with doubt or anxiety? How should | respontien | find myself feeling this way?

Do | regularly reflect on Jesus’ authority (Matth2@.18)? How does confidence in Christ empowerane t
share my faith? When have | boldly shared Chrigh womeone? What gave me such courage? How can |
cultivate courage in my life? Read 2 Timothy 1.d dnThessalonians 2:1-12.

Who am | currently discipling (Matthew 28:19)? Haw | transferring truth to this person? What conten
skills am | passing on? Over the course of my @hndife, how many people have | discipled? Hows kod
used me to mark these believers’ lives?

In what ways am | currently involved in “going, bajng, and teaching” (Matthew 28:19)? Have | taken
spiritual responsibility for my children and grahddren? In what ways am | reaching out in my chirc
school, neighborhood, workplace, and community?|Ameking to invite others to participate in minysaind
growth with me?

When have | tangibly experienced Jesus’ presenogyidisciple-making (Matthew 28:20)? How did this
enable me to see another believer “conformed tintlage of Christ” (Romans 8:29)? What will | dogsure
that | am making disciples so that | have Chriptisver and presence?



Notes

! According to 1 Cor 15:6 more than 500 believersngtd up for the meeting.

2 The word “doubtful” édistasaiis the same word used of Peter's wavering faitervhe walked on water and
saw the wind (Matt 14:31). This word is closelyated to “little faith” in Matt 6:30; 8:26; 16:8; 120.

% The phrase translated “came up” here means “teertmwards.” See BDAG s.proserchomail.

* Frederick Dale BruneMatthew, Volume 2: The Churchbook Matthew 13(E28las: Word, 1990), 1094.

® Turner observes, “God'’s bestowal of universal atity or power upon Jesus echoes Dan. 7:13-122,87 (cf.
Matt. 11:27; 26:64; Eph. 1:20-23; Phil. 2:6-11; ol 5-20; 1 Pet. 3:18-22; Rev. 5:1-14).” David Urner,
Matthew Baker Exegetical Commentary of the New Testarnt®reind Rapids: Baker, 2007), 689.

® See Matt 7:29; 8:1-13; 9:6; and 10:1.

" Adapted and revised from G. Michael Cocoisangelism: A Biblical ApproacfChicago: moody, 1984), 22—23.
8 Leon Morris,The Gospel According to MattheRillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapidsdians,
1992), 745.

° The Great Commission is also recorded in Mark 3:61B; Luke 24:46-49; John 20:21-23; and Acts 1'8. |
worth noting that Mark, Luke, John, and Acts alsatain similar assignments. However, only Matthesgsorded
assignment emphasizes discipleship; the otherfémws on evangelism. The reason for this seeme tddithew’s
purpose. Matthew’s book focuses on kingdom livthile he wanted to ensure that people were heavendhe
was absorbed in motivating God’s people to beasaltlight in a sick society. So the goal of therchus to make
disciples, not just converts. Think about that. Tharch’s goal is not just to increase attendahaee great
programs, preaching, music, and fellowship. It't éaen solely to see people believe in Christ. a$sgnment of
the church is “to make disciples.”

10 Matthew has already introduced the idea of beiagipled in Matt 13:52. The only other NT usest# verb
matheteud“to be a disciple,” “make a disciple”) are foumdMatt 27:57 and Acts 14:21.

1 See Daniel B. Wallac&reekGrammar Beyond the Basi¢Srand Rapids; Zondervan 1996), 628—-29, 640—45
and Morris,The Gospel According to MattheW#46.

12 Wiersbe writes, “The term ‘disciples’ was the mpspular name for the early believers. Being aigisaneant
more than being a convert or a church memaigprenticemight be an equivalent term. A disciple attachimaisie!f
to a teacher, identified with him, learned from hand lived with him. He learned, not simply bytdising, but also
by doing. Our Lord called twelve disciples and tatitpem so that they might be able to teach otfMesk
3:13ff.).” Warren W. WiersbeBe Loyal: Follow the King of KinggGrand Rapids: Victor), Electronic ed.

13 The word “Christian” is only used three timeslie INT. In contrast, the word “disciple” is used laopping 266
times.

14 BDAG s.v.baptizo2: “to use water in a rite for purpose of renewimgstablishing a relationship w. Ggiinge,
dip, wash, baptizé.

5 The phrase “to the end of the agpagas tas hemerdit. “all the days”) is without parallel in theT™ See John
Nolland, The Gospel of Matthevirhe New International Greek Testament Commer{targnd Rapids: Eerdmans,
2005), 1271.

18 In this prophecy, Matthew links Isa 7:14 and &, together.

" Morris, The Gospel According to Matthe#49—50 writes, “The Gospel opened with the asgeahat in the
coming of Jesus God was with his people (1:23),icldses with the promise that the very presasfciesus
Christ will never be lacking to his faithful follcev.”

18| heard this illustration in a sermon preachedEby. Hill at a 1993 Promise Keepers conferencedril&nd, OR.



