“The Continuation of the Incarnation” (1 John 4:7-21)

“Bible study, prayer, witnessing, and serving ia thurch...novtheseare the greatest measures of
spiritual maturity.” The Bible says, “NO!” None tfiese are the greatest measures of spiritual maturi
Don't get me wrong, there is a definite place fboathese, but there’s an even greater maturiéasure
than all of these combined. The greatest maturégsure is love. We reveal the depth and the dejree
our spiritual maturity by the love that we have dtiner Christians. At no time are we more like 3esu
than when we love one another.

The apostle John, the beloved disciple, loves éalksabout love. In the book of 1 John, he hitsttigsne
in three critical passages. He begins addressmtpitic of love in 2:7-11. In these five versed)nlo
states that our love for other believers is an@awig of our fellowship with God. In 3:11-24, heestres
the fact that God’s children should love one anotimel thus exhibit their new nature. Finally, i7-21}
John tackles the subject of love for the third tfrifdis does not mean John has run out of ideas and h
to repeat himself. It means that the Holy Spiribosnspired John, presents the subject once mone dr
deeper point of view.In this passage John tells \ge are the continuation of the incarnatidine word
“incarnation” simply means “in flesh.” The incariwat refers to the act when Jesus became a maredloth
“in flesh” on our behalf. It is the story of Chrisas. John is saying that since Jesus is not preaesdrth
we are to be His flesh—His hands and feet. Weapick up where He left off. In order to do so, we
must bear in mind two important truths.

1. Our love for others incarnates God'’s lové4:7-12).1n this section, John answers the question, “Why
should Christians bother loving one another?” [ dohn writes,Beloved, let us love one another, for
love is from God; and everyone who loves is born @od and knows God.”On three separate
occasions in this chapter, John uses the word Vieeloto address his readers (4:1, 7, 1lt)is important

to note that John is not writing to determine whethis readers are saved or not—he clearly belithess
are (2:12-14). John is writing to encourage savapfe to live saved livesin this thematic verse, he
implies that the greatest external evidence thaangesaved and mature is our love for one anoftwdm(
13:34-35)° Thus, John tells us that we are to love one anbtieeause love is from G4d.

Our culture uses the word “love” in many differgvays: “I love pizza!” “I love skiing!” “I love scrp-
booking.” We often think that love is a sentimengalgary feeling. So we need to remember the hiblic
definition of love.Agapelove is a self-sacrificing, caring commitment teabws itself in seeking the
highest good of the one lovédt its heartagapelove is acommitmentand thus it may be commanded.
The goal of this commitment is the highest goothefone loved.

Have you made a commitment to love your fellow €fmins? Do you want the highest good for your
spouse? If you have leisure time do you want ypouse to have leisure time? Do you want the highest
good for your children? If they need help with solhare you willing to lay aside your hectic schiedu
and teach them? Do you want the highest good for ghurch? Are you constantly asking the question:
What can | sacrifice to help Emmanuel become theaththat God desires her to be? If | were to run a
love background check on you in your home, at warkd at church, what would | find? Would those
who know you say you are a loving person who ex#drmaplChrist?

John continues his argument in 4:8 by sayififie one who does not love does not know God, for
God is love.™ In 4:7, John uses two descriptive phrases: “boi@ad” and “knows God,” yet in 4:8 he
eliminates the phrase “born of God.This is very significant? It is possible to be saved and not love,
but it is impossible to be mature and not loveV&tbn is distinguished from dedication or spirltua
maturity. If we desire spiritual maturity we mug Ghristians who love one another. That is thefchie
indication of spiritual maturity®



Perhaps you have assumed that you really “know Gl are involved in the church—you serve, you
give, and you even study the Bible. Yet, therenistlaer brother or sister in Christ that you dolngé.
Maybe there are even a handful of people that ywme fill-will toward. John would say that at this
moment in your experience, you do not know God. #miout of fellowship with Him because you are
out of fellowship with His kids. John explains tlogic of this: “God is love.” Love flows from Godsa
naturally as water flows from a spring. He canrmtdything else but love! God is the source of jé¥e
is the origin of love. Love does not define Godhea God defines lovE.

Okay, okay, that preaches well but practically &p@phow can we love one another? The first step in
learning to love is recognizing that it is impossito truly love anyone apart from God. If we wamt
become better lovers of people we need to firsetstdnd how God loves. Fortunately, 4:9-10 tefives
things about God’s love.

1) God’s love is visibleJohn writes;By this the love of God was manifested in us{4:9a). Any
invisible love is non-God love. God's love is mdhan verbal, it is practical and tangible
(3:18)" Last night, our Fusion youth group provided batbiysj for those families in Kid’s
Choir. Tonight, our Home Upgrade group will providgbysitting for our young married couples.
These are visible expressions of God's love foribay.

2) God's love is decisivedohn informs us th4God has sent His only begotten Sdfiinto the
world” (4:9b).God did something definitive by sending Jesus. Wistrmake a decision that we
are going to love the body of Christ, and thenydaélcide to renew our initial commitment.

3) God’s love is purposefullohn states God’s purpose in 4:9c:so that we might live through
Him.” It is something of a paradox that Christ had to dithabwe may live through Him. God
didn't just save us for heaven; He saved us fahebte wants more than living in us; He wants
to live His life through us. God is not merely aféefew random acts of love. Rather, He wants us
to exhibit a lifestyle of love.

4) God's love is intuitiveJohn puts it like thisiln this is love, not that we loved God, but that
He loved us”(4:10a). Lovesprings forth unconditionally from who He is. Hemifasted His
love based upon His grace. Likewise, we must niyumve believers whether they are “worthy”
or not. We must base our love on a decision ofigllr

5) God's love is justJohn closes 4:10 by stating that Geent His Son to be the propitiation for
our sins.” The word “propitiation” means a sacrifice that maway the wrath of God (cf. 2:2).
God was angry about sin, so He sent Jesus Chiagtpease or satisfy His wrath toward our sin.
This was the ultimate expression of “tough lovafapelove often requires tough love. Love is
nota touchy-feely, warm, fuzzy, goose bump, “can’tallgust get along?” attitude. In fact, it
may be that the most loving thing you can do fpeeson is to share a rebuke or a challenge.
Agapelove is both tough and tender.

We've just looked at five aspects of God'’s lovewnavhat should our response be to God's love? In
4:11, John writes:Beloved, if [since]’ God so loved us, we also ought to love one anotiiewhy
should we love other believers? Because God lale$ as! The word translated “ought” carries tidea
of “owing a debt.*® Although God’s love for us is unconditional, wegbtito live for Him since He died
for us. This is just a part of being a member ofiGdamily.

Last night after | finished the dishes, | asked ofay children, “Will you wipe off the table?” Thi

child, who shall remain anonymous, responded, thetgo look at our chore chart on the refrigerabar a
see whose turn it is.” My child excitedly reportéat it wasn't his evening to wipe the table. |
immediately responded, “Every member of this farmilght to be willing to wipe the table off every
single night. That's just a part of being a memtidfevur family. Mom blesses us every night with
wonderful meals and our natural response shoulthbeof gratitude and love.” If that is true at Krell
Casa, how much more so is this true in the chuscliearespond to all that Christ has done for us?



Once we realize what Christ did for us on the croas normal response ought to be to love Him and t
love one another. To love one another simply ow €nse of duty is good, but to love out of
appreciation (rather than obligation) is even lbeWéarren Wiersbe has said, “The cross is a plrs, §i
reconciles sinners to God and people to one anbdthike this! When Christians do not love one #mer
they have taken their eyes off the cross.

After exhorting us to love one another, John gaesasay in 4:12dNo one has beheld God at any
time.” What he means by this is no one has seen Godsipiie essence without some kind of filter.
Instances in which the biblical writers said thabple saw God were visual representations of God'’s
glory?° At first glance this verse seems a bit out of @lahy mention this here? What's the point? The
point is: No man can see the essence of God, butcare see the action of God. The only way that lgeop
see God today is when they see Christians lovirgamother in a biblical waWe are the continuation

of the incarnation.

A little boy, frightened by a thunderous lightenistgrm, called out one dark night, “Daddy, comeesher

I'm scared!” “Son” the father said, “God loves yand He’'ll take care of you.” “I know God loves me,”
the boy replied. “But right now | want somebody whes skin on!” This world will never see God, but

we ought to have such a love for our brothers #tdrs in Christ that we become God with skin o W
are to pick up where Jesus left off and love Gédls. We are the continuation of the incarnation.

Not only have we been called to be God with skindoh2b goes on to say tH#twe love one another,
God abides in us, and His love is perfected in u¢”The word “if” indicates a condition that must be
met. IF we love our fellow Christians, two importa&vents occur: (1od abides in usThat is, we
consciously enjoy His blessings in our lives. Hidvelling presence becomes a reality. Others become
aware that God is with us and in’a$2) God'’s love is perfected in u this case, the word “perfected”
does not mean to improve or make better. It metmsdmplete, to finish, to bring to its goal, targ to

full measure.® God wants the people of the world to see His kxgressed through His children. If we
simply love one another we will experience an iatiey abiding relationship with God, and His lovdl wi
be perfected in uS.

This leads us to a rather stunning implication. filyst intimate fellowship with God may not occur whe
| am alone. “Oh boy! Now you've done it. After #tle sermons I've heard about the importance of a
quiet time alone with God, you're telling me thia¢ tmost intimate moments occur when I’'m around
other people? Get real!” Yet, this is likely theseaJohn certainly says God’s love is perfectedwtan
reaching out on a horizontal plane.

This truth has had a profound impact on my lifee lalways been a big, quiet-time guy (i.e., intamirg
devotions). For years | tried not to let anythimganyone interrupt my time with the Lord. | falsely
assumed that the perfect quiet time was with menan8ible. If | was reading the Word and working
through my prayer list, | thought God was espegipléased. What | failed to recognize was thateher
was no horizontal interaction with other believe&snsequently, in my rigidity | often missed out on
other disciplines God had for me.

Today, while | still like to guard my morning timdsam much freer to teach a class, be in a men’s
accountability group, or have a breakfast with haptnan. | have become convinced that God is gquall
pleased when | practice the spiritual disciplindooE, even when it interrupts or postpones mytquie
time. God is seeking well-balanced men and womem avk strong in all of the spiritual disciplines.
Nowhere is this more important than the discipbféve. If you are an introvert this means that yo
may have to stretch yourself to ensure that yokiedale includes time with other believers. It iydn

our fellowship with other believers that we canamate the love of Christ.



2. Our love for others provides confidence before &l (4:13-21)* One of the questions you may be
asking is, “But can thiagapelove really become a reality in our lives?” In &;John writes;By this we
know that we abide in Him and He in us, because Heas given us of His Spirif’ Before we begin, it
is important to recognize that the gift of the HB8lgirit is the most tangible evidence of God’s laveur
lives. With that said, notice the latter half 013: John does not say we will be able to abidead énd
love the way that He loves “because He has giveiisi$Spirit.” John says, “He has given us OF His
Spirit.” John is literally saying, God has given“osit of His Spirit,” the enablement and empowerinen
that is necessary to love biblicaf§The Holy Spirit doesn't just regenerate, indwidiptize, and seal us
the moment we are saved; the Holy Spirit is alsmlusy God to activate our love lives. He alonédés t
agent who makes this possible.

This humbling reality was driven home in my lifeaaseminary student. | was working for a swimming
pool company and | happened to have a supervisorat a knack for making my job less than
enjoyable. I'll call this man John. (Of course sthtas his name.) John was the grumpiest, angrist m
I've ever met. He came across as a man who abboh#ted life. He was always short with people, and
customers frequently complained to the owners,ra@dabout this man.

The thing that bothered me most was this man petet be a Christian. It would have been much
easier for me to love this man if he was an unkefigvho didn’t know any better. But since John was
believer, working for a Christian owned companyrkied me that his testimony was so poor. Day after
day, | attempted to love him and express kindne&sm; day after day, | became more and more
frustrated and fed up with his behavior. Finallgealay after he yelled at me in front of two female
customers, | came to the end of my rope. | remembagking into the pool room, closing the door, and
crying out to God, “Lord, | can’t take this anymofean’t stand John. | hate him! I've tried ascas |
can and it hasn’t made a bit of difference. I'notigh.”

Immediately, the Spirit's still, small voice saitGood, | finally have you right where | want youoin
instead of trying to love John in your strengthywdon'’t you try My Spirit instead?” At that very

moment | made a commitment to love John, no maittet. Eventually, my actions changed my feelings.
My motion resulted iremotion. Instead of detesting John’s behavior | betgaeel sorry for him. |
recognized that he must have a lot of hurt aneoigiss in his life. This made me want to be more
sensitive and to love him more.

Who are the unlovable people in your life? Is iiyown spouse? Is it one of your children? Perlitaps
your dad or mom or a brother or sister? Maybe at isember of your small group? | don’t know who the
Lord has just brought to your mind. But | do kndwst God wants you to love that person with Hislov
Today, will you commit yourself to relying upon thiely Spirit to love those that you are convincedtt
you can't love?

Whether we are aware of it or not, when we makedcsibn to love one another we become witnesses.
Verses 14-16 tell us that our abiding relationsbgults in a witness. In 4:14, John pens it like: thWe
have seen and testify that the Father has sent ti8on to be the Savior of the world."God’s presence
is observable in the midst of Christians who lowe another. God produces that love. Most of John’s
readers had not, and all of us have not, seen @sist in the flesh as the apostles did. Howewercan
see God too, and can bear witness with the apdbte§od sent Jesus Christ into the world. We can
share the apostles’ experience that John said isagoal in writing this epistle (1:1-4). We can $&ed,
both in the manifestation of His love and in Gdifes behind that love, as we observe Christiansnigv
one another. This verse then is a high point im3ohrgument. This is the only place in John’s tigss
where he used the term “Savidf.John seems to be saying, “When we love one anotieebest display
the Savior of the world!”



In 4:15-16, John declare$Nhoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in himna
he in God*® We have come to know and have believed the love ish God has for us. God is love,
and the one who abides in love abides in God, ando@ abides in him.”®* The absence of confessing
Christ is an absence of love. You can'’t be closBad and not love, and you can't love without bedang
witness. No one falls in love and doesn’t talk aliblNow that you're married you may not talk abdu
as much, but you sure did when you were datingi?iyou were in looooove and you didn’t mind
telling it. When you love the brethren with the éoef God it overflows to the world as a witness.

Sadly, we often get people to mechanically do vidrat there. The problem is not that people aren't
witnessing, the problem is people aren't abidinge People are not applying the truth of God torthei
lives. First, we must become what God wants ustara then He'll energize our witness. John hab sai
again and again that when we abide in Jesus thefriine Christian life follows (see John 15:1-11)

What difference does a loving withess make? Vet3es8 tell us it makes all the difference in theldio
In 4:17, John writesBYy this, love is perfected with¥? us, so that we may have confidence in the day
of judgment; because as He is, so also are we inghworld.” This verse brings to light the phrase “the
day of judgment.” John is referring here to thegjment seat of Christ. He is saying, on the day of
judgment we may have confidence. This word “confm or “boldness” carries with it the idea of
“freedom of speech®® John is saying that we don’t need to fear therjuelgt seat of Christ if we have
demonstrated love to others. Instead, we can haviddence! By loving others we become like Jesus
Christ, our Judge. Therefore, to give love is tmganfidence.

The final phrase in 4:17 is often overlooked. Mappple don't want to read these words literally
because they seem so strong. Quite simply, Jols W&y are the equal of Christ in the world. Who is
Christ? He is the Son of God, sitting at the rigéwd of God the Father. Who are we? We are sons and
daughters of God. What is Christ doing? He is mélsfalemonstrating the love of God. What are we to
do? We are to demonstrate the love of God. As H®islso are we in this world/e are the

continuation of the incarnation.

John continues this theme in 4:18 when he wrifdsere is no fear in love; but perfect love castsut
fear, because fear involves punishment, and the oméno fears is not perfected in love.Let me be
clear: As believers we should never be afraid afl @igsowning us, because once we believe in Jesus
we’re adopted into God'’s forever family and that c&ver be undone. Once you're adopted, family
membership is never in question. But family disaiplsure is. As God’s children we should never fear
condemnation in hell, because our Father will néake us there. But our Father might take us to the
woodshed to correct us. God will never disown ws,He may chasten us. And it's perfectly consistent
with His love. In fact, His discipline is an expsam of His love (see Heb 12:6).

John insists that when we love others we have B3 lfiar fear as we anticipate the judgment seat of
Christ®* A believer who does not love others feels guitig #ears meeting his Judge—perhaps
subconsciously, if not consciously. This fear puaishment. His guilty conscience punishes him. A
Christian who loves others may have other fearshbueed not fear the judgment seat of Christ. The
fact that he loves others demonstrates that Fasioekhip with God is essentially what it should be

Do you want to have greater confidence in your iam life? Commit to love those in your sphere of
influence. Do you want to be set free from apprel@nsurrounding the judgment seat of Christ? Love
the body of Christ. The Christian life is very simp_ove God and love others (Matt 22:37-40). The
Quaker theologian, Elton Trueblood, asked, “How d@nt to be remembered? Not primarily as a
Christian scholar, but rather as a loving persdris Tan be the goal of every individut. Trueblood

was right. May we endeavor to share his goal.



In 4:19-21, John summarizes his sermonette. Beginini 4:19, John writes these simple worifge
love, because He first loved us.ove originates from the Father. He loved us be#dref creation. He
chose to love us in spite of knowing how we woudthdive. On account of all He has done for us, our
natural response should be to love. As we contipuaiind ourselves of what Christ has done for us,
loving others will not be a burden.

There’s a story about a man walking down the stidetpassed a used bookstore, and in the window he
saw a book entitletlow to Hug He was taken by the title, and being a hopel@ssntic he went in to

buy the book. To his chagrin he discovered thasi the # volume of an encyclopedia and covered the
subjects “How" to “Hug.” Everyone knows that theucth is a place where love ought to be manifested,
and many people have come to church hoping todiddmonstration of love—only to find an
encyclopedia on theology or tradition.

The truth is: there is a difference between frigredls and a friendship of culture. At Emmanuel vee a
seeking to build a friendship of culture. Thugsiimperative that we recognize our friendshipghim
local church relate to our friendship with God. Moty does God care about friendship, so do others.
Knowing that people have needs for friendship watrbecome proactive rather than reactive. This
means diligently seeking out people to whom westamw the love of Christ. Love is the hallmarksit i
the trademark, it is the benchmark of the familysoid. RemembeiYou are the continuation of the
incarnation.

In 4:20-21, John closes by going for our jugulahristates,If someone says, ‘I love God,” and hates
[i.e., refuses to loveiis brother,® he is a liar?’ for the one who does not love his brother whom he

has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen. Ahid commandment we have from Him, that

the one who loves God should love his brother alSolf someone says he loves God, check out his love
relationship with his brothers, his sisters, hifewhis children, etc. Love is dependent upon actimt
vocabulary. How can we love someone we've nevarséeving someone we've never seen can only be
validated by loving what we have seen. If somedains to love me, he or she must love my children.
My children are an extension of me. God feels #raesway. He wants us to love His kids. So He issist
that we are only rightly related to Him when we aghtly related to our brothers or sisters.

Verse 21 is especially clear that God commands ims/e both Himself and our brothers, not just
Himself*® God’s one commandment, while singular in form, joiged together love for God and love
for one another (cf. 3:23}.Both aspects are crucial to obedience. God héedoadich one of us to liee
continuation of the incarnation.

Prior to my final year of seminary, | worked oraaitorial team at Oregon Episcopal School. My
supervisor, Chuck, was a chain smoker who spergat geal of time in the school’s boiler room. ®inc
OES is a non-smoking campus, that was the onlyephiere he was permitted to smoke. Even though
Chuck knew | didn’t smoke and would not participate lot of the talk, whenever we worked together
he would insist that | accompany him to the baitem during our breaks.

Needless to say, | became quite acquainted withdler room. In a boiler room, it is impossiblelt@mk
into the boiler to see how much water it contaBigt running up beside it is a tiny, glass tube gaates
as a gauge. As the water stands in the little tebé, stands in the great boiler. When the tulfml&full,
the boiler is half full; if empty, so is the boilédow do you know you love God? You believe youdov
Him, but you want to know you love Him. Look at ti@uge. Your love for your brothers and sisters is
the measure of your love for God.
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Scripture Reading

1 John 4:7-21

1 John 2:7-11; 3:10-24
Matthew 5:11, 44
John 1:18; 3:16-18
John 13:34-35

John 17:22-26
Romans 5:6-10

Study Questions

1.

John commands us to love one another (4:7/&dapelove is a self-sacrificing, caring commitment tehbws
itself in seeking the highest good of the one lowolw do | modehgapein the following relationships:
spouse, children, extended family, boss, coworlarsrch members, and neighbors? In what specific
relationship do | struggle to exhilzsigape& Why is this? What can | do about it?

Practically, how should we show love to a difficoéirson? Do we confront his or her sin or overlit@kVhere
are the boundaries? Does loving someone (biblicediquire liking or trusting him or her? Why or whgt?
What is the difference? What concrete action is (8ading me to take this week to express love doneopne |
find unlovable?

In 4:9-10, John tells us five things about GodgelowWhich of these characteristics is the most imgdul to
me? Why? In what way will | implement this charaistiéc or behavior in my own life?

John states that fear can keep us from loving sthed being confident at the judgment seat of €(#id7-
18). What fears have held me back from loving atBétow will | strive to resolve these fears?

John informs us that loving God and loving othdidwers are two sides of the same coin (4:20-28veH
ever considered that loving my fellow believers rhbaythe most important spiritual discipline | pree? What
will this realization mean for me? How should | sgany time? Do | need to adjust my priorities?



Notes

Y In 1 John 4:1-6, John includes a parentheticadames dealing with false teachers and truth and.éfhese six
verses are not a brief biblical burp. John perjdatierrupts the flow of his argument with this iorpant news flash:
When truth is extracted from love we have been edudif love. John is exhorting us to be carefultadielieve
wrong information. True love cannot be present tfpam truth.

2 The word “love” @gapd occurs 32 times in 1 John 4:7-5:3 (40 times dijera

% This particular section is the heart and soul abtin. Throughout his book, John’s goal has be@ertsuade his
readers that God has granted all generations theramity to experience apostolic fellowship (sek-4). In other
words, John has been saying that the very sanmednti that the first century apostles actually eiqreed as they
lived with Jesus Christ can be ours as well. Thetkgapping into this fellowship potential is lousove is the key
to understanding, experiencing, and applying fedloijy with God. It is love that is the greatest nuea®f spiritual
maturity.

* Both 1 John 4:7 and 4:11 begin with the authoresking the readers ag@petoj “beloved”), so 4:7-10 appears
to be a discrete unit, with 4:11 marking the begigrof another unit.

® The termagapomer{“let us love one another”) is a subjunctive, antimperative. However, according to
Smalley, this clause gives “the fundamem@sisof the imperative.” Stephen S. Smalléy2, 3 JohnWBC series
(Waco: Word, 1984), 237.

® The formula “love one another” occurs five timaghis epistle (3:11, 23; 4:7, 11, 12). The wordsé another”
meanone another of the same kind.

" John uses the phrase “love one another” in 1 dohnl1, and 12. In 4:7 it is an exhortation; ibH4it is a
statement of duty; and in 4:12 it is a hypotheSi&e John R. W. Stofthe Epistles of JOhANTC series (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1964), 165.

8 D.A. Carson wrote a perceptive little bodte Difficult Doctrine of the Love of G§@Wheaton, IL: Crossway,
1999). He points out (pp. 16-19) that the Bibleayseabout God'’s love in at least five different wiafl) The
peculiar love of the Father for the Son, and of 8w for the FathefJohn 3:35; 5:20; 14:31; 17:24). @pd's
providential love over all that he has madtte cares for all of His creation, so that not eaesparrow falls to the
ground without His permission. (&od’s salvific stance toward his fallen wortdod so lovedhe worldthat he
gave His Son (John 3:16). Carson argues (p. 1vedatdy, | think), “On this axis, God’s love for thveorld cannot be
collapsed into his love for the elect.” @)pd’s particular, effective, selecting love towéid electMany passages
in both the Old and New Testaments affirm this asp&His love (Deut 7:7-8; Rom 9:13). (6od’s love is
sometimes said to be directed toward his own pdameprovisional or conditional wagonditioned, that is, on
obediencelJesus tells us (John 14:21), “He who has My commmeamds and keeps them is the one who loves Me;
and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, amdll love him and will disclose Myself to him.”

Carson points out (pp. 21-24) that we must not @mtnpentalize the various loves of God, as if theyev
each independent of the others. We must integnatettruths in biblical proportion and balance. Amslargues,
we must be careful about various evangelical cick®r example, to say that God’s love is uncoonil is true if
you are referring to His elective love, but it @t true with regard to His disciplining love of Higople. A sinning
Christian needs to understand that he abides insGak only when he obeys God.

° The wordagapeis used only once outside of the Bible in extalibal Greek. This is amazing since we have at
least 1,000 times the number of extra biblical &ne@dtings than we do the Scriptures. This validatee notion
thatagapelove was indeed a supernatural kind of love.

9 This is the third of three expressions in Johrrsimgs that help us understand the nature of G&dd is spirit”
(John 4:24); “God is light” (1 John 1:5); and “Gisdove.” None of these is a complete revelatiotofl, of
course, and it is wrong to separate them. Butrittm@helpful to bear these in mind. Regarding tatement God is
love, Leon Morris writes, “This means more than @Gobbving; it means that love is the essence sthiging. God
loves—but not in an incidental or haphazard fashitaloves because it is his nature to love, bexdus his
nature to give himself unceasingly in lové&on Morris,Testaments of Love: A Study of Love in the RiBland
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1981), 136.

1 The perfect tense of the words “is borgé@ennetdimeans that from the point we received new bl
makes our spiritual birth permanent. The persom Bpiritually (with lasting effect, not again angkén) has a
lasting and permanent relationship that goes ceviarwith the Lord.

12 Several scholars note that the chiasmus of 4s7i&bmplete. E.g., Raymond Browthe Epistles of John
Anchor Bible series (Garden City, N.Y: Doubleda982), 548; Michael Eator,.2.3 JohnFocus on the Bible
(Scotland: Christian Focus, 1996), 143-144.



131n 1 John 2:3-11, John used the word “knogihpskd in the sense of intimacy with God. Here he cobrak to
the same thought. A person can be born of God lreniching the Spirit. He could be walking in darlsidgso, he
is quenching the Spirit, not walking with the Spiand therefore not enjoying the fruit of the 8pike love and
joy. If this is true of him, we can certainly sag is not close/intimate with God. He does not kitded in this
intimate sense.

14 Sam Gordonl.iving in the Light 1.2.3 John (Greenville, SC: Trans World Radid)D0157.

15 Shakespeare once said, “They do not truly love ddaot show their love.”

% This is the only place in John's epistles wherei$es the phrase “only begotten.” Yet, John doeghssterm
monogeneg‘only begotten”) in his gospel (1:14; 3:16). Thends “only begotten” pertain to what is uniquetie t
sense of being the only one of the same kind @selaunique. The Son is the one of a kind. Isaacamather “only
begotten son” (see Heb 11:17). Even though Abramagranother son (Ishmael), Abraham'’s only begatenwas
Isaac because he was the one through whom the gedrblessing was going to come. Isaac was a typgast.

" The “if” (ei) in the Greek assumes that John’s readers agrigiethe reality of God'’s love for them. This “if'to
better, “since” refers back to 4:10.

18 John uses the same Greek woptheilomerthat he uses in 1 John 3:16; 4:11; and 3 John 8ath case the idea
of “owing a debt” is present. Although God’s lows Lis is completely unconditional, we ought to lige Him,
since He died for us.

9 No one can see God since God is a spirit (see Iditn 4:24; 5:37; 1 Tim 1:17; 6:16).

% The theological term for this is “theophanies’gsgen 18:1-22; Exod 33:18-23; Num 12:8; Isa 6:1et3.). It
seems clear from these passages that what thegke gesv was not the actual essence of God, bugrratkisual
representation of God’s glory. Even when Moses égisiesee God's glory, it was only a likeness of @drich
Moses saw, not the very essence of God. In Num, 12e8Hebrew wordemunahs used, which means “form or
likeness.” Although there are numer@pparentBible contradictions, upon closer examinationy¢hare none that
stand as contradictory. When the Lord says in BB&@0, “no man shall see me and live,” that's wHatmeans!
21| like the way the NLT renders this verse: “No dras ever seen God. But if we love each other, lBed in us,
and his love has been brought to full expressioouigh us.”

2 Eaton,1.2.3 John 153.

% See BDAG, Electronic Ed.

% Francis Schaeffer said, “The love of God displaiyeHis people is the strongest apologetic that Gaslin the
world.”

%t is very difficult to discern where the sectibreaks in 1 John 4:7-21. | have chosen to breakiéht into two
paragraphs. | am following the two primary breakshie Greek text (UBS™ed). Two other commentators that |
read follow this structure: I. Howard Marshalhe Epistles of JOhMNICNT Reprint ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1984). Marianne Meye Thompsah3 John The IVP New Testament Commentary Series (DowGeose, IL:
InterVarsity, 1992).

% The Greek text does not say “Holy Spirit”; it jsstyspneuma“spirit”). It could be either “Spirit” or “spirit. Of
course it is only the Holy Spirit who can producels perfect love in us, so the capitalized “Spiiitbur English
versions is appropriate.

2 Nothing happens apart from the Holy Spirit. Befsaévation we were blinded by Satan (2 Cor 4:4), &e were
in the dark (Eph 4:18). But as God drew us to HifrSehn 6:44) and His light shined on our hea2t€6r 4.6) we
came to call Jesus Lord through the Spirit (1 ChB)L Therefore, the only way that we will be atdesuccessfully
love our fellow brothers and sisters is through$ipéait (Rom. 5:5).

2 The term “Savior” also appears only once in Jol@ospel (4:42). Dr. Thomas L. Constat\®tes on 1 John
(http://www.soniclight.com/constable/notes/pdf/1jahulf, 2006), 50.

% The word “confess”Homologedis used three other times in 1 John (1:9; 2:23),4nd in each case, confession
or the lack of, determines whether an individuahian abiding relationship with God.

%0 Confessing that Jesus is God’s Son is not the @mgition for abiding in God. It is one evidenbattone is
abiding. One not abiding may or may not make tbigfession. Confession is the last step, the stégafing
witness (cf. 1:9; 2:23; 4:3; Rom 10:9-10). Constallotes on 1 Johrbl.

31 «The stages in John’s thought at this point hawe Bmerged clearly. Faith (acknowledging JesusaisdSon, v
15; and trusting in the love which God has forw&ga) leads to mutual indwelling between God and tHetber.
Such a personal relationship is consequently egptei and perpetuated by ‘living in love’ (vid6The believer’s
love, for God and for other people (or for God they people, cf. v 12), is to be active and susihnSmalley/1, 2,
3 John 256.




%2 Here, John said God's love reaches perfectiorh'wit’ (neth hamo)) whereas in 4:12 he wrote that His love
reaches perfection “in uséf hamin. When it reaches perfectiomus, a proper relationship to other people exists,
namely, no hate. When it reaches perfectiith us, a proper relationship to God exists, namelyfeao. As Jesus
abode in His Father and consequently had confidientte face of trials and death, so we can abidehrist and
have confidence in spite of the world’s hostiliypbiding in God gave Jesus confidence, and it giveesonfidence
too.

33 John uses the word “confidence” or “boldnegsirtesia) in 2:28; 3:21; 4:17; and 5:14. As in 2:28, thisra
focus on our future state (“confident and unashabefdre Him”). John is saying that loving Chrisgazan even
have boldness at the judgment seat of Christ winein tord returns.

34 John was using love for God and other people farage did elsewhere in this epistle (e.g., 2:3-#i&)meant that
it is the most important manifestation of a propgationship with God, not the only manifestation.

% Preaching today Citation: Elton TruebloteadershipVol. 16, no. 3.

3 Notice that John uses “brothedidelpho$ twice in this verse. His reference is to lovie§jdw Christians. He
uses “brother” 12 times in this epistle. Both “lvet’ and “brethren” occur a total of 17 times iddhn.

37«You are a liar!” appears five times in five chag. John could have easily added the word “hySde “liar.”
The Greek word for hypocrite suggests one whoagauting—wearing a mask. It was a custom for Geaek
Roman actors to speak out from large masks andrgopate or mime a character they were really niotisGans
are hypocrites when they come to church, sing hysegamen, act spiritual and yet have not spaeinetir
brother or sister in weeks. That is a hypocrite!

3 See 1 John 2:3; 3:23-24; 5:3. Here is anothee fellsm (cf. 1:6, 8, 10; 2:4, 6, 9, 22; 5:10).

39 Jesus Himself taught the two-faldmmandment of loving both God and others (Mat8220; Mark 12: 29-31;
John 13:34).



