“Money in the Bank!” (Philippians 4:10-23)

A postal worker was sorting through the regularlmvien she discovered a letter addressed as fallows
GOD, c/o Heaven. The enclosed letter told aboiitla dld lady who had never asked for anythindnén
life. She was desperately in need of $100 and veaslering if God could send her the money. The
young lady was deeply touched and passed the tatalrer fellow postal workers. She managed to
collect $75, and she sent it off to the elderlyyla few weeks later another letter arrived addedsa

the same way to God, so the young lady openedhét.ldtter read, “Thank you for the money, God |
deeply aﬂppreciate it. However, | received only $J6e of those jerks at the post office must haokest
the rest!

This humorous story is a convicting example of ltiscontent and selfish most of us are. No matter ho
much we receive, it seems we are rarely satisiddten asked, “How much money is enough?”, the late
John D. Rockefeller reportedly answered, “Justtie Ibit more.” Sadly, that response has been athge
many Christians. We struggle to be satisfied wikatn\God has entrusted to us. The irony is: We are
some of the wealthiest people in the world. What® Won't believe me? Do you have sufficient food,
decent clothes, a home that shields you from treghwee, and some kind of reliable transportatiorsd)f
you're in the top 15 percent of the world’s wealtlfyyou have some savings, two cars (in any coolif

a variety of clothes, and your own house, you lragehed the top 5 percent! Today, you may not feel
wealthy, but that's only because you're compariagrgelf to the mega-wealthy. Consider someone who
works from age twenty-five to sixty-five and mal®dy $25,000 a year. Forget the huge value of
benefits, interest pay raises, and other incomecesuincluding inheritance or Social Security. fEve
without these extras, in his lifetime this persémodest income will be paid $1 million. He will mage

a fortunée’ Stop right now and reflect on the money that fmsecin and out of your home. You and |
have been given so much.

Now, what's sobering about our wealth is the faet tve will all eventually give an account of owek
to God® One day everyone must answer these questions:aMieit all go? What did | spend it on?
What, if anything, did | support with it? What hasen accomplished for eternity through my use lof al
this wealth? Make no mistake, wdll be held accountable for what we do in this lifgwaur money. If
we are generous with our possessions, God williwa beyond our imagination. If we live only for
ourselves, hoarding our money, and focusing oreatthly comfort, we will lose the eternal rewardsdG
has planned for us. As Christians, we are savedduys grace—but what we do in this life will matter
for eternity? In Philippians 4:10-23, Paul assures us @ad pays in many wayk this final installment,
Paul provides two insider trading tips on how tddaur eternal portfolio.

1. Want what you already have(4:10-13).It's been rightly said that contentment is “theded jewel of
Christianity.” In this section, Paul explains hoauyand | can be content in Christ. In 4:10 he \srite
“But° | rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last you have revived your concern for me; indeed,
you were concernedefore, but you lacked opportunity.” Paul sounds like Aunt Mabel who chides
you for not writing her a thank you note for lasy's Christmas gift. But that is not his intemistead,

he indicates that he rejoiced in the Lgréatly because the church at Philippi has been ablestore
their financial support. This is the only appearaimcthe New Testament of the verb translated ez
(anathallg, and it is a horticultural image of a plant tbatoms again after a period of dormancy. It was
not the Philippians’ concern that was dormant,tbeir opportunity to express it. It is important to
recognize that the Philippians’ support of Pauhiaddition to their regular giving to their loaaiurch.
Here, Paul acknowledges the principle that thezdiares when generous Christians aren’t able to
provide the “above and beyond” support that theghmiike. All God’s people go through challenging
financial seasons. Yet, God knows our hearts; amdndrely asks us to give in proportion to our ineom
Yet, if you have a burden to give more, ask GodHeropportunity to do so. He may just provide.




Paul now assures the church that he is not aféérittoney. (And all God’s people said, “Whew!”)
Rather, he is content in Christ. In 4:11-12 heehhis experiencéNot that | speak from want,® for |
have learned to be contertin whatever circumstances | am. | know how to getlong with humble
means, and | also know how to live in prosperity;ni any and every circumstance | have learned the
secret of being filled and going hungry, both of haéing abundance and suffering need.These verses
make it clear that Paul wasn't born content, ndratintentment happen easily or naturally. The &post
emphasizes two words in these verses: “leafhanl] “know.” He repeats both of these terms twice i
these two verses. His point is that through hisqeal experience he has cultivated contentmerdt.1i?,
Paul gives three pairs of circumstances, eachppesenting the opposite extremes of a spectrum. The
suggestion is that Paul has learned to be contéiné &xtremes and everywhere in between. He knows
how it feels not to be able to pay the bills, alsb 40 have money left at the end of the monthcéate
sympathize with the worker who is greeted one nmymiith a layoff notice and identify with the one
who gets a promotion. He knows how to live in feasiamine. What about you? When the Lord gives,
it's easy to be content, but what if He takes aw&@®you still trust Him and consider Him sovereign?
Are you presently satisfied with the amount of mo@®d has given you? Are you satisfied with your
job? Are you satisfied with the amount of house Gas given you?

The story is told of a king who was sick with unpeagss and was looking for contentment. One of his
astrologers told him that if his assistants could i contented man, they should bring the marnit sh
back to the king and he would be cured of his ssknSo the king sent his men out, and they sahrche
the kingdom for a contented man whose shirt theydcbring back to the king. They searched far and
wide, only to discover that the only contented rimathe kingdom didn’t own a shitf.

Stephen and Collony Henry, two of our membersaazentemporary example of contentment. The
Henry's have six young children, yet they live i,,@00 square foot apartment. Never once haverl eve
heard either Stephen or Collony complain about isthe contrary, they point out how much they
appreciate the low rent, the quality of the apartimand its proximity to work and shopping. Theyda
decided to live on one income and live within thmgans. How inspiringGod pays in many waysand
often His pay is contentment and joy, which cehiaiops a five bedroom house.

We now come to one of the most well known, yet miggd verses in the entire Bible—Phil 4:13can
do all things through Him who strengthens me. This verse is embossed on boxing trunks, MMA
(Mixed Matrtial Arts) warm-up robes, and athleticsigys. It is cited for any and every purpose bf sel
help gurus. Yet, Phil 4:13 doesn’t mean that ai@aler fighter will knock out or submit his opporeh
doesn’'t mean that an athlete or team can and wilke game. It doesn’t mean that you can achieve
everything you desire in your hobby or career. stitases, this verse is used illegitimately. Thrage
“all things” limits the meaning of this verse argtablishes its boundaries. “All things” can be deél by
the previous two verses (4:11-12). Paul has leaimbd content in every economic setting in whieh h
finds himself** What he is saying is simply this: “I have the potvgough Christ to enjoy life no matter
what comes my way*?

So how can we cultivate contentment in Christ? Kaw you “want what you already have?” The
following principles are suggestions on how toigalie contentment in Christ.

» Beware of the effect of greed. TV commercials are the capstone of greed. Bubafse
commercials do not cause discontentment; they meeglitalize on what is inherent in each of
us. Commercial are designed to create a needdlang lacking unless you purchase the
product. Mike and Gloria Keeling, two of our menhédrave not used their TV for programming
since 1991, and they haven't missed it one bitirTfbar children have turned out magnificently,
and they have accomplished more in ministry thdruimanly imaginable. Perhaps you need to
watch TV online with no commercials, or radicaliyit your viewing.



» Give away your possessions. Lori and | were given a 27" TV for a wedding gift.few years ago,
my next door neighbor won a 56” TV and wanted teeghe his 36” TV. | was so excited about
this. | went home and told Lori about this offegrtain that she would let me take it. But she said,
“We have a very small family room and | don’t wantV to be the focus of that room.
Furthermore, you know our entertainment center fitdya 27" TV.” | said, “Baby, baby, you're
hurting me right now. Doug is willing to give udsiTV for free! I've got to take it. We can make
it work.” In the end, | declined the offer. (If mars not happy, nobody’'s happy.) Doug then told
me that if | wanted to take the TV, | could givaitay. | said, “Oh, that's perfect.” | was then
able to give away the TV to a young family in obuch had a 13" TV and was moving to begin
school at Multnomah. | was reminded again that fiétter to give than to receive. What is God
calling you to give away today?

» Simplify your lifestyle. | read recently about a successful Southern Calddusinessman who
swapped his luxury car for a clunker in order ttptspread the gospel. This man now saves $600
a month on his car payment and puts this moneyrtbwéssions and sponsoring four kids
through Compassion International. When peoplehigll that they'd like to give more to charity
or the Lord’s work, he asks, “How much are you siireq on car payments?"What can you
give up in order to help the cause of Christ? Do seally need that brand new car? How many
CD'’s, DVD’s and video games do you really need? Hoany sets of clothing are essential?
How many times do you need to go golfing or outdéfee?

» Appreciate growing old. Instead of fighting age, welcome the approachivigen years. Recent
research suggests that the happiest Americankamdest. Although many of them face health
problems, they are generally more content with ey have than younger Americans. The
research found that the odds of being happy inetkhg five percent for every ten years of age.
Although aging is often looked at negatively in society, age brings many benefits, including a
greater likelihood of contentment. Christians stalko look at aging as being one step closer to
heaven and an eternity with Christ. Rather tharryirng about aging, we should be celebrating
each day that brings us closer to our treasurbeaner* God pays in many ways

The key in all of this is to recognize that conteant is a byproduct of faithfulness to Christ. 8stéad
of frantically seeking contentment, you and | neegursue our love relationship with Chrid¥hen we
pursue Christ, contentment takes care of itself.

[Why is it important that we want what we alreadywé&? Contentment is vital because throughout our
lives we often go through ups and downs, yet wkasé commanded to exude joy and gratitude. Paul
now provides a second insider trading tip...]

2. Give what you already own(4:14—23).0Once you and | are content, we can easily conuatérial
blessings into spiritual blessings. In 4:14-16,|Raites, “Nevertheless, you have done well to share
with mein my affliction. You yourselves also know, Philippans, that at the first preaching of the
gospel, after | left Macedonia, no church shared whh me in the matter of giving and receiving but
you alone; for even in Thessalonica you seatgift more than once for my needs Paul commends
the Philippians for their generosity to him. In4};he says that they shared with him in his sufgri
through their giving. This carries the notion oftparship found back in 1:5,*7He also states that they
alone met his needs. | want you to think back tar yast birthday. Who remembered your birthday with
card or gift? Who didn’t? Have you ever had a loiaiyn where only one person bought you a gift? How
did you feel about that individual? If you are atamt person, your focus was not on those peopte wh
forgot or ignored your birthday; instead, you weverwhelmed with gratitude for the one person who
remembered your special day. Paul is not being\ymaaggressive in these verses, rather he is edlyeci
grateful to the Philippians for their generous ggvtoward him.




In 4:17, Paul includes a tack-on phrase that ikéyeto this entire passage and one of the topnsa®
speak on giving. Paul write§\ot that | seek the gift itself, but | seek for the profit [lit. “fruit”] which
increases to your account Twice in this short verse, Paul says, “I seadgiigeted This is a very
strong Greek term that means “to be seriously@sted in or have a strong desire fSrPaul wants the
Philippians to know once again that he’s not afteir money. (And all God'’s people said, “Whew.")
Instead, he is actively and intentionally seekimgjrteternal good. Think about it: Who benefits thos
from a gift to God’s work? You might say, “Well,dts obvious. The recipient does.” Really? HeraylPa
says that the primary beneficiary of your faithfiiling is YOU! And | don't just mean the warm fawadj
you get inside when you help someone. Paul isrtglabout something that goes far beyond that.
Whenever you invest your time, treasures, and teiarGod’s kingdom, God deposits fruiafpod®
into your ERA (Eternal Retirement Account). So Gaithers, and you benefit when you gi@ad pays
in many waysincluding eternal rewards that you are commarndestore up for yourself in heavénh.

When | was in seminary, | interned at a large chamd taught an adult Bible class. The first cotipde
came to my class felt led to give to Lori and mesaese of their understanding of Gal 6:6: “The ohe w
is taught the word is to share all good things \tlith one who teachdésm.” Even though they didn'’t
have much money, they felt led to support Lori erwith $50 a month. This gift sustained us and
encouraged us. Everything that God has done intandgh me over the years is accruing into their
eternal account. One of the reasons that I've bénto do doctoral work in England is becauseupleo
from our former church has generously supportedTthese dear friends have chosen to believe in me,
my educational goals, and my ministry potential ridre. Every year, Lori and | are awed by this
couple’s generosity. We never assume that theingiwill continue. But we always tell them that
whatever fruit God bears through me will accruéhtir eternal account. Both of these couples have
given generously and sacrificially without the bienaf a tax write-off. Truly, their reward is grei
heaven. Lord willing, their ERA will continue toaw through the fruit that God bears in and throogh

It is important to understand that you become &pamwith whomever you support. If you support our
church, anything that the Lord allows our staff anidistries to accomplish, you share in. This means
that when you stand before Christ, you will be nedea for the fruit that comes from our ministry.dav
though the Philippians were 800 miles away fromlRaey supported his ministry, and through Paul’s
fruit, the eternal pay off for them will be gre&é&rhaps you need to spend more time investingun yo
ERA than in your IRA. We need to ask, “Where canroney have the most eternal impact?”

In 4:18, Paul expresses once again that he ige't afore money (whew!). Three times he stateshbat
has been given enoudt®But | have received everything in full and have anabundance; | am amply
supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what ya have sent”(4:18a).Paul is not after a salary
increase. He isn't striving for a promotion. Hedntent in Christ. The Philippians blessed Pawdisisls
off. Ironically, if any church had an excuse nogtee, it was the Philippians since they were ofe
most impoverished churches (2 Cor 8-9). But inespittheir circumstances, they gave, not just
according to their ability, but beyond their alyiliPaul now offers three expressions of gratitumtate
Philippians’ generosity. He calls their di# fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-gasing to
God” (4:18b). Paul draws upon the Old Testament whexe Would take an offering and lay it on the
altar, and they would pour it out and it would ¢eesteam that the whole community could srifell.

In most churches, people look forward to the saigad the preaching. (Notice | samdstchurches.)
Nearly everyone enjoys observing the Lord's Sugmer baptisms. Everyone enjoys a good potluck or
dessert social under the guise of “fellowship.” Meahink for most Christians, the offering is anlavard
and necessary evil. When | first came to EBF, welpased offering boxes and placed them at the exits
of the auditorium. | thought that this was the wago. | wanted to trust the Lord and didn’t waabple

to be distracted by a pastor exhorting them to.gfe, | could not get over the emphasis in Scriptf

the public act of giving as worship. So | didn’tkeahe change and have never regrett&l it.



Now we come to one of the most misunderstood vénste Bible:"And my God will supply all your
needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jeus.” This is not an unconditional promise, it is a
conditional promise. God’s s promise to supply yoeeds (cf. 4:16) is embedded in the context of
faithful, generous, even sacrificial giviRjGod meets our needs to express His approval ofiuing 2
God does not promise to take care of the needsligMers who are stingy, lazy, or irresponsible.t@m
other hand, if you are giving as the Lord expddtswill meet your needs. Note carefully, he promitse
meet needs, not wants. | remember when | was idealieery room for the birth of our first child, shoua.
| experienced two overwhelming emotions concuremirst, when | first saw my firstborn son, | felt
incredible joy. My eyes turned into a free-flowingterfall. Yet, not a sound came out of my mouth. |
was simply overwhelmed with joy and gratitude tadGar giving me a child. At the same time, | was
burdened by the fact that | had just assumed resgpitity to meet the needs of an infant. | was hgva
hard enough time providing for Lori, but now | hzmshua as well! Since Joshua’s birth, Lori andveha
tried to meet the needs of our three children. Hanewve expect them to be responsible with their
money, their clothes, and their possessions. if thim their clothes, we don’t run out and buy them
more. They have to make do with what they havéhd{ spend all their money on candy and frivolous
toys, we don't give them more money. This wouldehabling our children to live irresponsibly. That's
not how things are run in the Krell family. Thaliso not how things are run in God’s family. If yare a
faithful giver, you can expect God to meet youafinial needs. If you're not a faithful giver, you
shouldn’t expect God to meet your financial neégsause you're not obeying His Scriptures.

Paul closes out the letter of Philippians with fblélowing benediction‘Now to our God and Father be
the glory forever and ever. Amen. Greet every sainn Christ Jesus. The brethren who are with me
greet you. All the saints greet you, especially tise of Caesar's household. The grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ be with your spirit.” When believers invest their lives and resource&sad’s kingdom, He
gets the glory (4:20). The mention of saints rersing that every believer plays a vital role in Gogbrk
in the world (4:21). The saints in Caesar’s houkkhefer to convert that came about because of fals
imprisonment. It is fitting that Paul concludestwithe grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your
spirit.” Paul was focused on Christ and the eternal remiie Philippians’ financial investment.

Two friends were walking near Times Square in Matama It was during the noon lunch hour and the
streets were filled with people. Cars were honkhmir horns, taxis were squealing around corn@ens
were wailing and the sounds of the city were alndestfening. Suddenly, one of them said, “What an
interesting place to hear a cricket.” His frienads&you must be crazy. You couldn’t possibly hear
cricket in all of this noise!” “No, I'm sure of ithis friend said, “I hear a cricket.” That's crazgaid his
friend. The man, who had heard the cricket, listererefully for a moment and then walked across the
street to a big, cement planter where some shrebs growing. He looked into the bushes, beneath the
branches, and sure enough, he located a smalktridis friend was utterly amazed. “That’s incrdejb
said his friend. “You must have superhuman eanfs3," said the man who heard the cricket. “My ears
are no different from yours. It all depends on wymat're listening for.” “But that can't be!” saidhé¢

friend. “I could never hear a cricket in this nois&'es, it's true,” came the reply. “It depends what is
really important to you. Here, let me show you.” tdached into his pocket, pulled out a few coinsl, a
discreetly dropped them on the sidewalk. And tiéth the noise of the crowded street still blaring
their ears, they noticed every head within twelst turn and look to see if the money that tinkdiadhe
pavement was theirs. “See what | mean?” asked #drewho had heard the cricket. “It all depends on
what's important to you®® What is important to you?
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Scripture References
Philippians 4:10-23

1 Timothy 6:6-9

Hebrews 13:5-6

James 4.2-4

Matthew 6:19-21; 10:42; 19:21
Mark 10:29-30; 12:41-44

2 Corinthians 8:1-5; 9:6-8

Study Questions

1.

Am [ truly content (4:11-13)? What evidence cawihpto that | am satisfied with what God has estied to
me? At what point in my life have | enjoyed theajest degree of contentment? Why was this parti¢inhee
so satisfying? How can | “learn” to be contentlimay circumstances (4:11)? How has relying upord'Go

power made a difference in my contentment (4:13)?

How has my financial giving helped me grow spirtpé4:17)? Am | investing heavily in my IHA (Indigual
Heavenly Account)? If the answer is no, what exsuseve | made to justify my lack of giving? Wilhgk my
spouse, a friend, or fellow church member to hotdancountable to giving sacrificially and cheesfall

Do | really believe that giving is an act of worsti#:18)? If so, what does this look like? Do |kdorward to
the offering plates being passed so that | canesspmy worship to God? How have | explained to hilgdeen
the importance of worshiping God through giving?

Do | really believe that God will meet every Chiasts material needs (4:19)? How has God suppliecf any
financial needs? How do | explain Christians wheenanmet needs for food, clothing, or shelterhils &
conditional promise? Why or why not?

A.W. Tozer said, “Any temporal possession can loedd into everlasting wealth. Whatever is givetoist
is immediately touched with immortality.” In whatays have | lived out this principle? What has Galled
me to sacrifice in order to honor Him and advaneekihgdom? How did God meet my needs as a result?



Notes

! PreachingNow Vol. 8 No. 13, 3/31/09.

2 Randy AlcornThe Law of Reward&Vheaton, IL: Tyndale, 2003), 5-7.

% See Rom 14:10-12; 1 Cor 3:10-15; and 2 Cor 5:10.

* Alcorn, The Law of Reward§.

® The word “but” fle) that opens this section (NASB, NKJV/KJV) is amisleading. It does not imply a contrast
with what precedes but simply introduces a new.itiéast English versions (e.g., NET, ESV, HCSB, NR8W)
wisely omit the term and start the sentence wittejbdiced...”

® The word “want” husteresisis only used one other place in the NT (Mark #2t#e widow with two mites).

" Paul’s secret of contentment, or joy, is his foen<Christ in “any and every circumstance.” The avtwontent”
(autarke$ means “self-sufficient” (BDAG s.\autarkes “content, self-sufficient”). For the Greeks, centment
came from personal sufficiency, but for Paul truffisiency is found in Christ’s strength (cf. 4:1&ontentment
doesn’t depend on circumstances; it transcends.t@emtentment and joy are synonyms. This word Ig osed
here in the New Testament. Interestingly, it isyarded once in the Greek OT, in Prov 30:8: “Keepegpion and
lies far from me, give me neither poverty nor rishEeed me with the food that is my portiantfarke$.” The
theological concept of Christian contentment i® &sind in 2 Cor 9:8; 1 Tim 6:6, 8; and Heb 13:5.

8 In Phil 4:11, Paul uses the vartanthano(cf. 4:9), which means to learn not by study bueRperience (BDAG
s.v.manthanad3: “to come to a realization, with implication taking place less through instruction than through
experience or practickearn, appropriate to onesgifcf. 1 Tim 5:4, 13; Titus 3:14; Heb 5:8). Intetiegly, the noun
form of manthands mathetesthe Greek word for “disciple.” The implicationesas to be that a disciple learns
through experience how to be content in all circiamees. In 4:12, Paul uses a different word traedldearned”
(mueq. This verb originally referred to induction inbomystery cult. Though the word “secret” was nagiem
limited to that usage, the sense of initiation stigered. So Paul’s point is that Christian cariteent remains a
mystery to those on the outside and can only baéekfrom the inside by those who are in Chrisé @so R. Kent
Hughes Philippians: The Fellowship of the Gosp&reaching the Word (Wheaton: Crossway, 2007,.185)

° Study the life of Job to appreciate this scenario.

10 Evans Returning to Your First Loye06.

1 Gordon D. FeePaul's Letter to the PhilippiandNew International Commentary on the New Testarseries
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995), 436.

2 This is especially true when you are experientiyigg and difficult situations because of youttfifilness to the
gospel. You can expect that God will strengthen ipoorder for you to endure that difficulty. See ttliscussion on
Phil 4:13 in J. Scott Duvall and J. Daniel Ha@sasping God’s WordGrand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001), 205-8.
13 SermonNews: “Drive a Clunker; Support a Ministryitvw.sermonnews.conCited in OneNewsNow, January
26, 2009.

14 SermonNews: “Oldest Americans the Happiestiw.sermonnews.conCited in Yahoo News, April 18, 2008.
15 Tony EvansReturning to Your First LovéChicago: Moody, 1995), 204.

% This has been understood to be a contradicti@@or 11:8-9, which implies that the other churabies
Macedonia also helped Paul. However, the time ehisesignificant. Paul is saying that at this fgatar time no
other church besides this church at Philippi hddddehim. Paul was very hesitant to accept findromatributions
(cf. 1 Cor 9:4-18; 2 Cor 11:7-10; 12:13-18; 1 Th&58s9; and 2 Thess 3:7-9).

" The use okoinoniaforms an inclusio between Phil 4:10-20 and 1:36f.many other parallels, see the excellent
article by my friend John F. Hart, “Does Philippsatt6 Guarantee Progressive Sanctification? Padolrnal of
the Grace Evangelical Socie®yl6 (Spring 1996 http://www.faithalone.org/journal/1996i/Hart.html

18 O'Brien writes, “The picture painted by the acctimg metaphor is of compound interest that accuteslall the
time until the last day. The apostle has emplopeidcommercial language to show that he has sétd@ig on an
ongoing, permanent gain for the Philippians ingpigitual realm. The advantadea¢pog that accrues to them as a
result of their generous giving is God’s blessimghieir lives by which they continually grow in tgeaces of Christ
until the parousia.” Peter T. O’Brie@ommentary on Philippian®New International Greek Testament Commentary
series (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1991), 539.

9 BDAG s.v.epizeted.

%0 See Paul’s use &@rposin Phil 1:11, 22.

21 Jesus says, “Do not store up [lit. “treasure dpt]yourselves treasures on earth, where moth astctestroy, and
where thieves break in and steal. But store up‘flikasure up”] for yourselves treasures in heavwdrere neither
moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do reslbin or steal; for where your treasure is, tlyerg heart will be
also” (Matt 6:19-21).




2 The language grows out of the OT and while it wsed generally to describe sacrifices to God {hehe case of
Noah after the flood, Gen 8:21), it is especiatipmected in its approximately 50 uses to the Leadtsacrificial
system and the various burnt offerings (cf. Exodl2925, 41; Lev 1:9, 13, 2:2, 9, 12; Num 15:37510, 13-14).
The expression acceptable sacrifigagian dekthnin the OT referred to grain offerings as welbasnt offerings
and could refer spiritually to the sacrifice ofraken spirit (Ps 51:17-19) or of praise (50:8)ntticated that the
sacrifice as a whole was acceptable to God bedhassacrifice itself as well as the heart of the doing the
sacrificing was pleasing to God. (In the case efRhilippians, whose hearts were committed to €hrid to their
apostle, and whose gift was generous by all meathe® sacrificial offer was very pleasinguarestohto God). It
was given to Paul, but it was as if it had beeereffl directly to God. This same type of metaphaoisid by Paul in
2 Cor 2:15 and Eph 5:2.

2| can make a biblical case for not collecting &ering. A few of my pastoral friends whom | haverhendous
respect for have this conviction. | respect thenttis decision, but don’t feel led to currentlyiéov suit.

% This is not a blank check from God! “Needs” mustdefined. This must be seen in light of the pptes of
spiritual giving found in 2 Cor 8 and 9, particlja®:6—15. This is not a promise that can be takatrof context
and applied to every human desire. In this coritexlates to Paul’s provision for ministry. Godlivélways supply
those who are generous givers with more to givés @bes not mean that they will have more for peasase, but
more to give to gospel causes!
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