“The Witness of Worship” (Psalm 96:1-13)

This past summer, a 54-year-old Florida man raminiedar into a church, telling officers that he
wanted to be “closer to Jesus.” Officers found IRhiVagner’s car partially inside the Faith United
Methodist Church when they arrived on the scene.ddmage to the church was estimated at about
$10,000 and Wagner was put in the county jail doide watch

Perhaps this account leads you to shake your Nehite | can understand your response, there’s
something to be learned from this sad episodeaufwant to be closer to Jesus, draw closer toa loc
church. We live in a day and age when there’s gptet@ disconnect between being close to Jesus and
worshiping Him in a local church. | would dare shgt this is one of the reasons that the chur¢hen
Pacific Northwest is so anemic. Here in our regiaany Christians see no correlation between
worshiping God with other believers and walkinghw@od. So when things don’t go well in their lives
they drop out of church. If they become busy wiith &nd their children’s activities, they abandon
church. Gordon Dahl wrote, “Most middle-class Arnaris tend to worship their work, work at their
play, and play at their worship.” How true! Witmiidy, church, job, and school responsibilitieszan

be hard to be devoted to corporate worship. Batithonly because we've failed to recognize twthsu
the greatness of our God and the demand for worship

Psalm 96 is a universal call to praise the Lord-pebple and all creation are invited to join‘ifthis
psalm belongs to a group of psalms (93-100) utiyegenre and motif. These psalms affirm Yahweh’s
rule over the earth (see 93:1: “The Lord reign§Hey are called enthronement psafiii$ie implication

is we ought to worship the Lord because He is atge®d. No less than seven times in the psalm, the
psalmist instructs believers to tell the nation¥ ahweh their King and invite them to join in Higapse
(96:1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10). This chapter sings dralits:Our worship is a witnesdt's a witness to God and
humankind. Ps 96 provides three ways our worshipbeaa witness.

1. Sing to the Lord(96:1-6).Since there’s only one true God, Yahweh, the GatheBible, we're to
sing to Him with all that is within us. Verses leshort us to sing; verses 4-6 give the reasonswehy
should sing. The first three verses contain thkb@eations to sing. Verse 1 saySjng to the Lord a
new song.”Now for those of you, like me, who haven't beengifwith a singing voice, take heart! The
Lord loves to hear His people sing, even those sihg horribly out of key. Martin Luther used to say
“The Devil dreads a singing Christian.” So if yoornd sing like an angel, that's okay. At least &nyd
annoy the Devil! He hates it when a child of Gaaysi But he especially detests it when a churalssin
What does the psalmist mean by “a new schgRhortations to sing a “new song” are usually in
response to acts of the Lord that demonstrateeigs rSuch is the case here, as evidenced by v2rses
and 3 and the rest of the psalm. Furthermore, ed@yywe ought to have something new to praise God
for. Jeremiah wrote in Lamentations 3:22-23, “Tleds lovingkindnesses never cease, for His
compassions never fail. They are new every morr@igat is Your faithfulness.In light of who God is
and what He’s done we better have a hew song ¢ Kiis praise is absolutely inexhaustible!

“Sing to the Lord all the earth.”

The first three lines are an exhortation to worghgLord. The second three lines are an exhortatio

to tell the peoples—the Gentiles—about the Lordhéf inhabitants of the earth are to worship the
Lord, they must be told about the Lord.

In case you thought that the exhortation to sing wanistake the psalmist repeats himself for thd th
time in 96:2. Notice that he includes that we arthtess His name.” This means if we are to sing and
worship God we must know who He is and what Hedwam. We're to be students of the character and
works of God. The phrasélis name” is significant. It's also used again in 96:8. hegse thirteen verses



the psalmist addresses the Lorddahweh” eleven times. This name is used over 6,000 times
throughout the Old TestamehSo what does the name Yahweh mean? In Exodus\8eligarn that it's
shorthand for “| am that | am.” This definition giv by the Lord simply means that He is eternal. The
name specifically refers to God'’s activity in theolk of Exodus. He is the sovereign, all-powerful
deliverer of God’s people. If we're to worship ttight God we must know His name: Yahweh. It would
also be helpful to know the other names that H&avn by throughout the Bible. Are you looking for
new Bible study? You might want to consider the eamf God. | wholeheartedly recommend the book,
The Names of Gdoly Ann Spangler. Ann is a great Bible student,rhutPhD supervisor helped her with
her Hebrew and Greek.

“Who is to sing to the Lord?”
“Why are we to sing to the Lord?”

Paralleling the threefold call to sing to the ward three imperatives of the opening verses. We are
instructed to “bless His name,” “proclaim good itige of His salvation from day to day,” and “tellsHi
glory among the nations.” All three imperativesuigg us to speak a word on God’s behalf, for this
spoken testimony that explains God’s glory to thake do not acknowledge Him.

Knowledge must precede worsHip.

The psalmist concludes 96:2 by urging uspimclaim good tidings of His salvation from day to
day.” So all of a sudden worship turns to witness. Ny are we to sing, we’re to proclaim God’s
salvation. In this context, the wotsdalvation” isn't referring to deliverance from hell; it's sgeng of
Yahweh'’s triumph in creation (see esp. 96:5) arslutibroken rulé And please notice that we're to
proclaim God’s great work'slay by day” (i.e., habitual activity). A second aspect of wpsis our
verbal witness. We're to worship by our words. Eheray be a lesson hidden in this sequence (first
upwards to God, then outwards to man): a correttiveatic worship and shallow preaching alike.

In 96:3, we're exhorted torell of His glory among the nations, His wonderfuldeeds among all the
peoples.”The word‘tell” () literally means “to recount somethin.We're to recount God’s glory and
His wonderful deeds. We're always to remember whd & and what He has done. Having been
informed of three ways to worship in 96:1-3, thalpsst now shares with us three motives for worship
in 96:4—6. The three motives are: (1) the feahefltord, (2) the fact of the Lord, and (3) the famhi¢he
Lord.

Beginning with the word “for” in verse 4, the ps@trfurther explains why the Gentiles should

worship the Lord and why the Israelites shouldttetl Gentiles about the Lord. Verse 4 redBesr

great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; He igo be feared above all gods.The first thing that
should move us to worship and witness is the fédreoLord. It is not enough to verbally affirm thae
have reverential awe for God. This is incompleted @& to be feared, honored, and elevated as da gr
Lord who is most worthy of praise. This means thatapproach God as the holy and righteous God that
He is.

We should also be moved by mere fact of the Lord Verse 5 readsFor all the gods of the peoples
are idols!' but the LORD made the heavens.This phrase is a play on words. The Hebrew tem fo
“idols,” elilim, means “worthless” and sounds like the word fardg,” elohim The sound play draws
attention to the statemelftWe should worship and fear God out of a senseveffar His supreme,
almighty power as the Creator God. The psalmisindsnus that there is no such thing as other gods—
they are inconsequential idols that have nothingod. In fact the wortidols” can be translated



“nobodies.” | like that! Despite what some may dapd is alive and well and this fact alone shoulded
us to worship Him. Before we move on please ndtie¢ the psalmist declaréghe Lord made the
heavens.”"We dare not skim over this too quickly. Throughthg Bible the Lord emphasizes the fact
that He has created the heavens and the eartctialmost without fail, whenever the Lord wants to
demonstrate who He is, He brings up creation. Ifgdike some practical sermon homework, step dut o
your house some time today and worship God in Hiaton.

Our last motive follows in 96:6: tHame of the Lord‘Splendor and majesty are before Him;

strength and glory are in His sanctuary.”We're to sing and proclaim God’s fame. We're teeest

and elevate Him for His numerous and perfect atteb. There should be nothing more important is thi
world than God’s renown. As we do this God will ¢budown in our lives and use us powerfully as His
witnesses.

[We have read that Yahweh is Creator; now in 96we%l see that . . .]

2. Give to the Lord (96:7-9).In verse 7, the psalmist resumes calling the Gentd worship. Three
lines begin with the words “ascribe to the Lordi5{ as the first three lines began with the wosiisg‘ to
the Lord.” The Psalmist continues his tune, onlg time in 96:7—8 he says three times that weare t
“ascribe to the Lord.” The word“ascribe” () literally means “give.” It does not imply that can give
God something that He is lacking. Rather, the idehat we are to offer God worship that is
commensurate with His infinite majesty and glotymeans “to acknowledge or proclaim—to offer a
concrete expression of praise to God.” In 96:7 revéd“ascribe to the Lord glory and strength”
because He is the King! And notice the Lord inchuttee families of the peoples. God’s missionary
heartbeat is evident in this Psalm. Verse 8 tedlthat we're to give the Lord the glory due His eam
Once again we see an emphasis on God’s name. Abseeved in 96:2, if we're to worship God we
must know who He is and what He has done.

Verse 8 goes on to say that we are to bring anminffevhen we come into His courts. The word
“offering” can also be translated “gift.” So the idea isririding a gift to the Lord. Why? Because He is
the King! Whoever heard of worship that doesn'tt@dkhe only worship that is worth offering God is
worship that costs us. David said long ago thattield not offer the Lord a sacrifice of worship tha
cost him nothing. He recognized God as King.

Not only must we bring an offering, we must alsimppra holy and humble heart. We are told in 96:9 to
worship the Lord in the splendor of His holinesd &mtremble before Him. God often talks about the
holiness of His worshippers. We cannot worship d Gho is “holy, holy, holy,” unless we come before
Him in holiness. We must worship Him with a holydamumble heart. Verse 9 goes on to say that all the
earth is to tremble before Him. The word transl4tegmble” literally means “to be pained*God

takes His worship seriously because it both plebismsand also is a witness to the world around us.

[We have seen that Yahweh is not only Creator aimg Kut in 96:10-13, the psalmist tells us tha{ . .

3. Submit to the Lord (96:10-13)If the Lord truly reigns and He’s coming in judgnene need to
submit to Him now. This psalm opens with a tripgigiiation to sing to the Lord followed by a triple
imperative to speak His praise, and it ends wittipde statement that the whole world will praiseds
(96:11-12a). In 96:10, the psalmist writéRhe LORD reigns; indeed, the world is firmly
established, it will not be moved; He will judge tle peoples with equity."This verse references the
power and sovereignty of our great God. Everytligngnder His control because He reigns and has
established it all. In light of this He has thehtignd authority to judge all the people of thdlearet,
He promises that He will judge fairly. Verses 114d2us know that the earth and all that is irré a




worshipping God, therefore, we too better get imgdlin worshipping the great Lord and Judge.
Ultimately, why should we worship God? Why should declare him Creator and King? Our text gives
us the reason: because He is Judge. The firstpbféd6:13 ends with the statement, “for He comes”;
the second phrase of the verse begins with the statement “He comes.” This repetition underscores
the assurance of God’s sovereignty as expresddisicertain returd? Verse 13 affirms the reality that
God will judge the entire world in righteousnessl &nmith® We can count on it! One of the things that
this judgment will be based upon is our worship.

These verses remind us of Paul's comments in RoB8td8s 22, that the creation presently groans under
the curse, waiting for the day of redemption whawili be restored. The Lord’s coming to judge the
earth refers to the coming of Messiah, who is Qdatee terms describe this future judgment: equity,
righteousness, and faithfulness (96:10, E8juitymeans that God’s judgment will be fair. No one will

be judged unfairly. Everyone who does not receieecynwill receive perfect justic®ighteousness

refers to God's perfect standard, which is Himdd#.has revealed His righteousness in His Word. He
will not judge on the curve of human goodness amgbrding to the absolute standards of His own
righteous natureraithfulnesscan also be translated tagth. It means that He will not be arbitrary or
whimsical in His judgment. He will judge each pergaithfully and truthfully.

What kind of worshipper are you? The Psalms irikst worship is an action. We are never told to
worship the Lord apart from actively doing somethifhat's because worship is not a state of being
verb; it's not static or passive. What will we coihito doing today? How will we leave this auditariu
somehow changed? Let's go back through our texsaechow we can practically fulfill our ultimate
responsibility to God.

In 96:1-2, we're exhorted to sing. Now at Emmanliel,proud to say that this body sings. Yet | wemt
challenge each one of us to sing for the Lordldtragés. If the only time you really sing is wheow
attend “Vertical Praise” or when hymns are beinggsan Sunday morning | can tell you right now
you're not a biblical worshipper. Biblical worshigms are able to worship God even when their
preferences are not being met. Stop for just a moemed think. Worship is for God’s pleasure and
benefit. It's about His glorification not our sdtistion! We're to worship God at every opportunity
whether we enjoy the song or not. Our challende &ng our hearts out to the Lord. Not just at the
conclusion of this message but each and every veeekeach and every day, corporately and
individually.

In 96:2, we also note that we're to proclaim. Webde witnesses. We need to constantly remind
ourselves that we have a lot of people watching twewive. Even though we may not always be aware
of it there are unsaved people watching and wattirgge if our God is all He's cracked up to besyrh
can receive a witness through our words and déedsldition to that we're to be a witness even to
saints. Each of us is looked to for spiritual leatigp of one kind or another. We have brothers and
sisters who respect us and look to us for ansWéescan really be used by God to burn into them a
desire to worship God. Let's commit today tbat worship will be a witness

Verse 3 tells us that we're also to recount. Wedreontinually dwell on who God is and all that Ble’
done. We're to encourage ourselves by thinkinghese things and we're also to share with others. A
great exercise to cultivate this would be to begbaily Prayer Journal or a journal compiling the
attributes of God. This would always keep befor¢hesgreatness of God.

In 96:7-8, we're told to ascribe or give God giftg of a sacrificial heart. This means that wetargive
of our financial resources for the good of the Kiogn. Yet | recognize that many of you may be alyead
doing that. If so, are you also giving of your tiared talents? In our world time has become the most



valuable commodity. It's fairly easy for many of taswrite out a check but to serve in a ministreliw
that’s another story.

In 96:9, we're to ensure that we’re worshipping ltieed in holiness. This means that we do everytliing
our power to be pure (see Psalm 15). God wantaaté fellowship with us; therefore we must wallain
manner that is worthy of the calling with which we’been callef

God has called us to an everlasting preoccupatitinklimself. Why? Because He is Creator, King, and
Judge. When | was in seminary | took a class cdilé& Church in Worship.” In that class | learned a
simple but profound alliteration: “God deservessites, and demands our worship!” That's the bottom
line. We've been created to worship God. Each d§ @asworshipper. The only question that remains is
what kind of worshipper will you be?

There comes a time to express jubilant praise.

Last night, my family joined over seventy peoplenfrour church for a minor league baseball game. We
watched our hometown Tacoma Rainers pound thedhdriBeavers 8-2.
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John 4:23-24
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Study Questions

1.

How would | have defined worship before studyinglRs96? In what way(s) has my definition changedvatv
contemporary lies have | bought into regarding Wipd How can | eradicate these lies and help otioehave
a proper understanding of biblical worship?

Do | come to church every Sunday with an earnesiteléo worship God (Ps 96:1-2)? How would | ddseri
my singing when my preferences aren’t met? How didlise standing around me interpret my body laggua
and facial expressions? How can | revise and raviydeart for worshipping God with my church farfiily

How does my understanding of God as Creator affgotvorship (Ps 96:3—6)? Do | spend time in creation
celebrating God’s greatness and vastness? Howrhpwabservations about God altered my perspectivetab
who He is? In what ways have | learned to fear @odHis person and works?

Have | learned to worship God through the givingnyftime, talents, and treasures (Ps 96:7-9)? Ginerete
examples. When have | offered God some form ofifs@al worship? What did my act of worship cost Pria
response to God’s Word in Ps 96, what will | givette Lord this year? Who will hold me accountable
carrying out this commitment?

How can | better prepare myself to enter into Ggulasence for the purpose of worship (Ps 96:10-£3)?
knew Jesus was returning this week, what would differently? How would His soon return affect thay |
worship? What will it take for me to live like thisday?



Notes

! SermonNews, “Man Rams Car into Church to be ‘Cléselesus™: News-Press.com, June 29, 2009, anon.
WWW.Sermonnews.com
2 It is interesting that Psalm 96 is found with véew changes in 1 Chron 16:23-33. The occasionthetme
when David first moved the ark of the Lord to #sting-place of honor in the city of Jerusalenis HIso worth
noting that Ps 96 follows Ps 95, which describesstiubborn hard-heartedness of Israel in the wikeks, in spite of
God’s goodness towards them. It was the same hantefdenation that later rejected her Messiah, teath the
gospel going out to the Gentiles (Matt 21:43; At346). So Pss 95 and 96 form a pair, showing lisreggection
of the gospel and the subsequent missionary tagkoafaiming the gospel to the Gentiles. The stmecbf Ps 96
falls into several parts:

A. Proclamation of Universal Praise (vv. 1-3)

B. The Majesty of the Lord (vv. 4-6)
A'. Proclamation of Universal Praise (vv. 7-9)
B'. The Rule of the Lord (vv. 10-13).

% Pss 9699, in particular, aathronement Psalm3hese are psalms that anticipate the comingeokthid and the
consummation of His Kingdom as fulfilled in the pen of Messiah, Christ.
* Pss 33:3; 40:3; 98:1.
® Derek KidnerPsalms 73-150: An Introduction and Comment@ygwners Grove: InterVarsity, 1975), 347.
® You can know that this name of God is being ussthbse most of our English translations spell “LORDall
capital letters.
" Michael E. TraversEncounteringGod in the PsalméGrand Rapids: Kregel, 2003), 170.
8 Geoffrey W. GroganPsalms(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2008), 165.
jOA.A. AndersonpPsalm 73-150The New Century Bible Commenta(@rand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1972), 682.

BDB s.v.
1 paronomasia:This refers to the use or repetition of words et similar in sound, but not necessarily in semse
meaning in order to achieve a certain effect. This only be observed by those who can read thenaligebrew
text. Ps 96:5 reads, “For all the go#lel{-elohay of the nations are idolglflim). This latter word means nothings,
or things of naught; so that we might render ith&Tgods of the nations or imaginations” (see ats@216; Prov
6:23).
12See NET study notes.
*BDB s.v.
% Travers EncounteringGod in the Psalmsl73.
> The NET study notes read: “The verbal forms ifi3 probably describe God's typical, characterisébavior,
though they may depict in dramatic fashion the ouking of divine judgment or anticipate a futureg@ment of
worldwide proportions, in which case they couldifaaslated ‘will judge the world.”
' See Eph 4:1; Phil 1:27; Col 1:10; 1 Thess 2:1Phéss 1.5, 11.




