“The Arithmetic of Faith” (2 Peter 1:3-11)

Have you ever audited a class? If so, you moshylikere interested in the subject matter and watded
learn, but you did not want to deal with any of Hmenework or exams. In other words, you were sgekin
information without application. Similarly, many @stians audit sermons, classes, and small groups.
They site under all kinds of Bible teaching anduscualate great knowledge, but they don't apply their
knowledge to life. As a church we are very concéraeout this reality. Our vision tfansferring truth

to the next generation is accomplished not merely by learning the word,Hdy living the life. This is
critical. In 2 Peter 1:3-11, Peter provides thaeets of faith.

1. Faith is a provision(1:3—-4).In these first two verses, Peter states thatgossible to live a holy life
in a polluted world because of Christ’s gifts amdmises. He begins with these wortBeeing' that His
[Jesus’]divine power has_grantedio us everythingpertaining to life and godliness through the true
knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory anéxcellence. For by thesgChrist’'s own glory
and excellenceHe has_grantedto us His precious and magnificent promises, so dh by them you
may become partakers of the divine nature, havingseaped the corruption that is in the world by
lust.” Peter begins in 1:3 with words of hope. The monyentand | trusted Jesus Christ as our Savior,
we were givereverything pertaining to life and godliness (cf. Eph 1:3)isTimeans that you aren’t
lacking anything to pull off the Christian life! Bjpually speaking, you are “fully armed”—lockeddn
loaded. Not because you are something speciatather through the knowledge of Chfishen you
believed in Jesus Christ, God granted you “precamg magnificent promises.” The context of 2 Peter
demonstrates that these promises refer to Jesagh8€oming and the New Heavens and Earth.

The above realities remind us that we shouldnit ol our own resources since its all about God’s
power. We should also be careful not to grow byoake& mentality. Peter declares twice that Christ ha
“granted” to us what we need. This is why it iSme@ortant to recognize our identity in Christ. twyare
still looking for a study to work through this yeapend some time identifying what the New Testamen
says about who you are as a Christian.

What does it mean to “become partakers of the diagture?” In recent years, Shirley MacLaine and
others have popularized the New Age concept thdtiwmean beings are gods ourselves. It would be a
gross misunderstanding of Peter’s words to thinknkans we are somehow absorbed into such a oneness
with God that we ourselves actually become Godl.titie that we participate in the divine naturet \Be

do this, not in the New Age sense, but in the Nestdment sense! The word translated “partakers”
(koinonos) is from the wordkoinonia, which means “fellowship,” or a sharing of somathin common.
Believers share wonderful fellowship with God, atimate bond of personal relationship where His

Spirit dwells in us. We never “become God,” butave granted the privilege of being “in Christ” ahe

Holy Spirit gives us power to become more godlyrertwoly, and less like a sinful world aroundus.

[After focusing in on divine sovereignty, Peter mewto human responsibility. Or in light of God’s
gracious provision, comes an exhortation.]

2. Faith is a proces¢1:5-7).0n account of what God has done, there is songetidnmust do. We are
not called to “let go and let God do everythingit ktrust God and get going.” Peter begins thigisac
with the phrase:Now for this very reason also...” In other words, on account of Christ’s gifts and
promises, you and | are tapply[ing]  all diligence, in your faith.” The phrase “applying all diligence”
may be better rendered “make every effort to abltET). Faith may be conceived of as an empty
suitcase capable of receiving additional suppligs it is filled up to overflowing. Faith must haurue
substance and rich content. It must not be lefttgrmapd alone. We should diligently supply all &f it
requirements.




How can the believer be certain that he is growipigtually? Peter gave three evidences of trugtspl

growth. In 1:5-7, Peter lists seven qualities eftthature Christian lifé¢Supply” moral excellence, and
in your moral excellence, knowledge, and in your kowledge, self-control, and in your self-control,

perseverance, and in your perseverance, godlinessd in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and

in your brotherly kindness, love.”

Moral excellence? This speaks of uncommon character worthy of praiseellence of character,
exceptional civic virtué.Are you a man or woman of character?

Knowledge.* Wisdom and discernment to live a godly life.

Self-control.* The term renderetself-control” (egkrateian) was a word used to describe a
runner crouched at the start of a race. A runngitdi&old himself perfectly still in order not to
“jump the gun.” That ability to stay still and maetiless is the control you need when you face
temptation. Are you able to control your temperHidout your tongue? Are there any
addictions or habits in your life that you can’eseto control? Self-control includes the restraint
of behaviors that are addictive or compulsive, saekrinking, eating, shopping, gaming, etc.
Self-control includes the avoidance of behavioat #re immoral such as abusive anger, lusting,
doing porn, doing drugs, etc.

Perseverance.™ The ability to endure suffering or evil without gig up your faith. In the 1950s
there were television commercials demonstratingithrability of Timex watches. In one, John
Cameron Swayze attached a Timex watch to a bopefeo, and after running the boat for
several hours, he stopped the boat, pulled ouv#tteh and said, “Timex, it takes a licking and
keeps on ticking.” It was effective marketing besmby the end of the 1950s two out of three
watches sold in America were Timexes.

Godliness.™ The Greek word for godliness describes a mannkfedhat is directed toward

God™ It is being continually aware of God’s presentés to be consciously connected with
God throughout the day, mindful of His presence pmayerful. A group of first graders were
given an assignment in their Sunday School clagsaw a picture of what they thought God
looked like. One child drew a beautiful rainbowdamother drew a picture of a shining light.
One little guy drew a picture that looked a lotliBuperman. But one little girl explained to her
teacher, “I don't know what God looks like, so $frew a picture of my daddy—he reminds me
of God.” If someone examined your life, would they you reminded them of God? That’s what
Godliness is about.

Brotherly kindness.™® Philadel phia denotes the warmth of affection that should cherae the
fellowship of believers. | know from my own childbd and from watching my own children, it
often seems artists show our love to our brothedssésters, even when we do really love them
very much. Often this seems to be just as trukerChristian life. We really have to work at

loving some people. Perhaps we do not get alorgyae with them. Perhaps they have hurt us in
the past. There are lots of reasons why may betbasldow real love for the Christian family, but
learning to do this is a vital part of Christiarogth.

Love.’ This is the essential characteristic that also sarimes the entire list. In this context, the
word agape refers to an unconditional and sacrificial love tftose people in your life.

The great question raised by these verses is Witat can you do?” but “What are you?” God is
basically interested in what we are, only then hatwve do.



[Faith is a provision that is provided by Chrisaith is also a process that results is our obediémc
Christ. Lastly...]

3. Faith is a product(1:8-11).The decision whether to add to your faith is sigaifit. The positive
effects of adding to one’s faith are presented® The negative consequences of failing to adthtgs
faith are presented in 1.9. Peter provides a stexhgrtation and prospective reward.

* Fruitfulness (1:8). Peter writes;For if these qualities are yours and are increasig, they
render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the tlue knowledge of our Lord Jesus Chris
Peter doesn’'t want the above seven qualities todrely possessed; he wants the qualities to be
steadily increasing and abounding. If you “life thie,” you will be useful and fruitful, NOT
useless and unfruitful. There are a number of wlsdknowledge in Greek. The word that is
used in 1:8dpignosis) can include a relational knowledge. So, | thirke? is talking about our
relationship with Christ. The kind of productiviBeter has in mind has to do with growth in our
relationship with Jesus. Peter does not seem kintalquestion whether or not his readers have a
relationship with Jesus. He assumes they do. Bueis whether or not they're growing in the
relationship as indicated by abounding in the diealilisted in 1:5-7.

tlv7

» Vision (1:9). Peter writes{For he who lacks these qualities is blind or shd¥sighted, having
forgotten his purification from his former sins.” It is possible to be blind to what is around us
in thepresent. It is possible to be short-sighted as to whahisad in théuture.'® Peter is
probably thinking of believers who no longer lodlead to the rapture. Instead, their vision is
severely limited to the here and now. On a spiriexel, a person can be both blind and
shortsighted. Metaphors need not be physically etiile to be clear and comprehensible.
Finally, it is possible to be forgetful of whatiisthepast. It is important to note though that this
person has been “cleansed” from his former sine.llimd and shortsighted believer is
disregarding and neglecting his past experiencgaaf's forgiveness.

Security (1:10-11). “Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling

and choosing you; for as long as you practice thesigings, you will never stumble;** for in this way

the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord aad Savior*® Jesus Christ will be abundantly
supplied to you.” We are to continually strive to grow in our faithidain the godly qualities Peter spells
outin 1:5-7. As we do so, we confirm, or establteht which God began and which He is committed to
establish in and through us. To make our callingjelaction sure is to make it stable. It is to@setlives

on a course that cannot, and will not, be changedoved away from the faith. It is to become sadsol
and stable that we will not be moved, especiallyiimse who come to us with another gospel:

We verify our calling and election by means of spé@itual qualities of 1:5—7. The issue is not ante,
but the richness of that entrance. The metaphenwo¥ into the kingdom may well go back to onelwf t
honors paid to a victor in the Olympic Games. Himk city, in her joy and pride in his success, woul
welcome him back, not through a part of the usaté gout through a part of the wall specificallphen
down to afford him entranc8.

The Bible says, “If the Lord delights in a man’sywa makes his steps firm; though he stumble, He wi
not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his handPq 37:23—24) Once you are truly a child of God, you
cannot lose your salvation because it isn’t upaw. Y5od is holding you up. If | put a ten foot lo2xst
board on the floor, | wouldn’t have any trouble kiag the length of it without losing my balance.tBfu
you put that same board 100 feet up in the aiguld/be too fearful to try to walk its length. Itlse same
board with the exact same width. What's the difies®? My confidence is increased by the presence of
the floor to catch me if | fall, so | don't fearlfag. That kind of confidence is exactly the kinfisecurity



we can have in Christ. Assurance of your salvagioas you the ability to maintain balance as yolkwa
through life. We can know that even though we ntagnble, that He won't let us fall down completely.

When a Christian develops the character qualitids5s-7, he is producing valid evidence, for others
observe, that God is indeed called and choserfHilihe word can mean “to certify, to offer valid
confirmation.”

Peter buttresses his exhortation to pursue holimgessimming up the benefits in two contrasting
promises. On the one hand, the pursuit of holigegs us a stability, a steadfastness which kegps u
from stumbling. Since Peter is writing to Christdrere, | do not believe he is referring to a ‘Iféaf”
which results in the loss of one’s salvation. lided he is speaking of the kind of stumbling whiekults
in being useless and unfruitful, but not complegetduction.

The word “abundantly” () can be translated “richly.

What can be ruined or lost is our reputation asasgntatives of Christ. That's what's at stakevdfare
diligent to grow in Christ, we won't lose our reptibn. We won't fall so badly that our testimony is
ruined.

The word “supplied” ¢pichoregeo) in 1:11 is the same as the word “add” in 1.5, &rthe translation of

a Greek word that means “to bear the expenseslubaus.” When the Greek theatrical groups presented
their dramas, somebody had to underwrite the exggemghich were very great. The word came to mean
“to make lavish provision.” If we make lavish preiin to grow spiritually (1:5), then God will make
lavish provision for us when we enter heaven! Tée af the same word in Verses 5 and 11 points to an
important parallel: When we add works to our faithearth, God adds abundance to our entrance in
heaven.

A rich welcome. That's what a new baby receivemfhis parents. It's what a soldier receives frosn hi
family when he comes home from the battlefieldicdh will come as when a championship team receives
in its hometown after winning a championship.

Addition on earth = abundance in heaven.
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Study Questions

1.

Do | genuinely believe that God'’s divine power lgaanted me everything that | need for life and getis
(1:3)? At what particular moments in my life havielt the most powerless? What do | attribute ttfeséngs
to? How can | deepen my dependency on God’s paweyilife?

Which qualities in 1:5-7 have | added to my Chaistfaith? Which qualities do | still need to cudig in my
life? Who is a good model of the qualities thaeed to improve in? Will | ask this person to hele gnow in
these qualities in 20097

Am | “living the life” or am | useless and unfruitf(1:8)? By what measure can | discern whethen lgagowing
in my faith? What are my spiritual goals for 2009@w will these goals help me achieve Christ-likaretcter
qualities?

In the course of my Christian life, how have | foitgn (i.e., neglected) the purification from myrfr sins
(1:9)? What can | do to ensure that this never apgain? How should the awareness of God’s fengiss
affect my marriage, family, and work and churclatieinships?

Am | motivated to have an abundant kingdom entrgfckl)? Does it seem that | often lack the zeahéke
my life count for eternity? What can | do to incseany focus on my appearance before Christ? ReathRo
14:10-12; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15; 2 Corinthians 5&k@l 1 John 2:28.



Notes

! Although the NASB links 2 Pet 1:3 with 1:1-2,stuinlikely that 1:3 belongs with the introductidfiore likely,
1:3 begins a new sentence and a new section (s&g NE

2 peter repeatedly emphasizes the need for godlbeesgise of the false teachers’ neglect of persaihais and
morality (cf. 2 Pet 1:3, 6, 7; 2:9; 3:11).

% The wordapopheugo (“escaped”) appears only in 2 Peter in the NT 1of; 2:18, 20).

*In John 17:3 Jesus says, “This is eternal lifat they may know You, the only true God, and J&sst whom
You have sent.”

® David FaustFaith Under Fire (Cincinnati: Standard, 1997), 111.

® This word is only used here in the NT. BDAG sateisphero: “apply, bring to bear.”

" Peter uses the verb form of the wepilchoregeo (“supply”) in 2 Pet 1:10, 15, and 3:14.

® See Phil 4:8; 1 Pet 2:9; and 2 Pet 1:3.

°BDAG s.v.arete 1.

YE.g., 1 Pet3:7; 2 Pet 3:18.

1 See also Acts 24:25 and Gal 5:23.

12E.g., 1 Thess 1:3; 2 Thess 1:4; 1 Tim 6:11; 2 3ifr0; Titus 2:2; Heb 10:36; Jas 1:3f; Rev 2:2f

13 The wordeusebeia (“godliness”) is used numerous times in the Pastpistles (1 Tim 2:2; 3:16; 4:7, 8:3, 5, 61;
2 Tim 3:5; Titus:1:1). The only other NT occurrea@e Acts 3:12; 2 Pet 1:3, 6, 7; 3:11.

“ BDAG s.v.eusebia.

15 See Rom 12:10; 1 Thess 4:9; Heb 13:1; 1 Pet bi2ather NT uses gfhiladel phia (“brotherly love”).

%E.g., 1 Pet 4:8 [2x]; 5:14.

" See the NET rendering: “For if these things aelyg/ours and are continually increasing, theyl Wélep you
from becoming ineffective and unproductiveyour pursuit of knowing our Lord Jesus Christ moreintimately” (my
emphasis).

18 The Greek word translated “shortsightedtrisopazo, from which we derive our term for nearsightedness
“myopia.”

% The phrase “Lord and Savior” is a rare title usédn in this book (cf. 2 Pet 1:11; 2:20; 3:2, 18).

20 Michael Green2 Peter and Jude (TNTC; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1968), 75.

2 This is very similar to James’ justification by tke before men (Jas 2:14-26).




