“God’s Love Language” (1 John 2:3-11)

What is your love language? How do you give anéikeclove? It has been suggested that there are fiv
primary ways people perceive love from otheFar me, | give and receive love best through wards
affirmation. My wife communicates her love to meatigh acts of service. In our marriage if we hatl no
identified our primary love languages conflict abakise. Here is how: If Lori serves me to death bu
never tells me how much she loves me | might fepressed, even slighted. On the other hand, | elay t
Lori in colorful expressions just how much she nsetmme, but if | never lift a finger to help héres

may feel my words are empty when they are not thokeby deeds.

Have you ever considered that God may have a pyifimre language?” Is it possible that you have
been trying to show God you love Him but have resrbspeaking His love language? Could it be that
intimacy with Him will be difficult to achieve ifgu don't learn to speak His love language? | wailiz
to suggest that Gadbeshave a primary “love language.” His love languamebedience. | realize this
doesn’t necessarily fit the categories of “lovegiaages” but it's not supposed to. God plays byddia
rules and makes His own categories. As a resuif),xbe beloved disciple, will instruct us how pmak
God's love language. He will insisto obey God is to love His kids

The book of 1 John is a book about how to expedeanrcintimate relationship with God and others.sThu
far, John has called this “fellowship” (1:1-2:2)oWever, now he transitions to discuss knowing &od.
Fellowship with God and knowing God are virtualjynenymous' Both concepts deal with experiencing
intimate fellowship with God, not eternal salvatitm 1 John 2:3-11, John will teach us how we can
come to know God. In 2:3-6, John will challengdas.

1. Live a life of obediencd?2:3-6). John begins this section with a positive assertiBy:this [what

follows] we know that we have come to know HinfiGod],” if we keep His commandments(2:3).

John comes on so strong that it appears he isgalb that the way we can tell we are born-againigs
keep God’'s commandments. In other words, the wagt@assurance of one’s salvation is to look at the
fruit of your life. If you keep God’s commandmefitgou are a Christian and will go to heaven when you
die; if you don't keep His commandments, you areanGhristian and will go to hell when you die.

While this may seem like a correct deduction, iftalee John's words at face value and apply theauto
salvation, | would dare say that few, if any of c@uld be confident that we are going to heaven.

It is important to understand that in 2:3 John begi new section that begins with a main message or
topic sentence. In summary form, John ties knovBogd with obedience. However, we need to make
sure we know what the word “know” means. In thetegnof 1 John, “know” refers to experiential
knowledge. This means tlggality of one’s relationship is in view, not the preseata relationship.
This is a legitimate use of “know” in both GreelddBnglish®

There is a difference between knowimlgoutGod and knowing GodQccasionally, a person who has
been married for a long time and then gets a devaiitl say of his or her spouse, “I never reallykn

him or her.” Obviously, they knew each other in gease but their knowledge of one another was not
intimate. John’s point is that our personal, exgrial knowledge of God will affect the way we Ij\and
the way we live will reveal how well we really knd@od?®

So why do we have such a hard time obeying GodP&V/e not really come tnowHim! In other

words, we don’t have a real love relationship v@thd. If we understood God'’s love for us and His
character we would obey Him. We would understandstegood God and He wants what's best for us.
Thus, in order to be obedient from the heart wetrtust God. We must become convinced from His
character and purposes that obeying Him will fllwith joy like nothing else in this life.



After affirming a positive statement, John turnatoegative assertion in 2:4:he one who says, ‘I

have come to know Him,” and does not keep His commdments, is a liar, and the truth is not in
him.” Ouch!As usual, John doesn’'t mince words. He doesn'digematic, nuanced language. He’s
like a prize fighter who works the body with kidngynches. He is brutal! But please don't get mad at
me, I'm just the mail man. | deliver God’s mail—Hiessage to you and me. So let’s take this on the
chin as best we can.

In 2:4, and again in 2:6 and 9, John uses the gatdse “The one who says.Each claim is followed
by three responses. In this pointed verse (2:4)n dmes not say that the Christian under considerét
mistaken or unaware; he says that he or she @!dlirthermore, God'’s truth is not him—does notena
a controlling influence over his life (cf. 1:8, 1Q)hese are pretty severe words!

Think back to your school days for just a moment.yDu recall ever boasting about your superior
knowledge of a particular subject matter? “If thex@ne thing | know it's that knowmy history lesson.”
Then came the exam...and you didn't fare so well. Wit'g a simple matter to profess the confidence,
but the test always proves the realftiThe test of knowing God is lifestyle not conveisat—it is the
course of your life. Unfortunately, a lot of Chigsts are long on lip but short on life. They caotguhe
Bible by the yard, but they live life by the incFhey've got a lot of talking religion but no prasi John
responds to folks like this and says, “If you wamknow if believers know God intimately check out
their feet not their lips!”

In 2:5a, John will now contrast (“but”) what he weon 2:4.“But whoever keeps His word, in him the
love of God has truly been perfected.Again, John hits the theme of obedience. He usesdlb

“keep” referring to the one who “keeps” God’'s Wdedl 2:3). This word “keep”téred means more than
to just obey? The word implies diligence and effort and contahes concept of watching over, guarding,
or protecting. It is used of a sentry walking hisp It implies that the enemy is attempting tceithe and
dominate your life with temptations that will destryou. To resist him you must be vigilant so asltey
God's Word. A faithful sentry is not laid back. li¢ealert and diligent. This word “keep” is also ds# a
shepherd who watches over his sheep, a banker wdrdghis treasure, or a fiancé who protects his
bride-to-be** Do you have this type of zeal for God’s Word? 0@ committed to obeying God’s Word
even when it inconveniences you? Are you willindhémor God’s Word when it disagrees with your
feelings?

John writes that if we possess this commitmentdd’'&Word the love of God has truly been “perfetted
in us. Now, this could mean our love for God or Gddve for us. Most likely it means both. Since
God's primary love language is obedience, when ey dsod our love for Him is perfected.
Additionally, when we obey, Jesus tells us thatidd His Father will love us. In John 14:21 Jesid; sa
“He who has My commandmerdasid keepshem is the one who lovéde; and he who lovesle will be
loved by My Father, and | will lovénim and will disclose Myself to him” (cf. 14:23-245:10)* It is
certain that John has Jesus’ words in mind as hesa2:5. His point is simple: Love is “perfectddé.,
reaches its goal, becomes fully mature and compidien we obey®

John continues his theme in 2:5b-6 with this steteiBy this we know that we are in Him: the one
who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk ithe same manner as He walked.John's use of

the phrase “in Him” is different from Paul’s phrdse Christ.” Paul uses this phrase to describegve
believer’s relationship to Christ. The saved areChrist” while the unsaved are not “in Christ.”
However, John uses “in Him” as Jesus did in theddifnom Discourse to describe only those disciples
who abide in Christ (see John 15:1-8). Abiding hri€t is another synonym for having an intimate
relationship with Him, as having fellowship with Gand knowing God’ To abide in Christ means to
obey Him and experience fellowship.



Listen to Jesus’ words in the gospel of John 13:91ust as the Father has loved Me, | have aleedo
you; abidein My love. If you keegMy commandmentsyou will abidein My love; just as | have key
Father's commandmen#nd_abiden His love. These things | have spoken to yothst My joymay be
in you, and that your jognay be made full Notice the close connection with abiding, love, &tijoy.
This should remind us of the stated purpose othhJfellowship and full joy (1:3-4).

This past week, | read about an amazing phenomdiad: people who enjoy skiing. How do they do it?
They wear bright colored vests, stay directly bdtan instructor, and listen for directions on howl a
when to turn. If these blind skiers simply listertteir instructor and follow the directions theijlymake

it safely down the mountain. Remaining, or abidingJesus means following Him in the same Way.

John says that the believer who abides in Chrisgh¢’ to walk as Jesus walked. The word “ought” is
significant™® Slavesmustfollow the commandments of their masters or théybe punished. Employees
needto do their work to keep their jobs. However, @lristian as a child of Gaalightto obey God
because of a sincere desire to dé°skhus, the natural response in the Christian lifght to be gratitude
to God for who He is and what He has done. Is yatural response to God to love His kids? If so, yo
understand God'’s love for you.

To walk as Jesus walked means that our lives dadie characterized by daily dependence on God,
submission to Him, and obedience to His will. Ouerll aim in life will be to seek first His kingdo
and His righteousness (Matt 6:33). We will seeplease Him by our thoughts, words, and deeds (1
Thess 4:1). While we will never perfectly walk &sJs walked, it should be our constant aim andteffo
to do so. Now | must say that walking is not ascgoaular or swift as running, leaping, or flyingitlit is

a steady, sure movement in one direction. It inspligress toward a destination or goal. A walkagle
up of many specific steps, but it points to theralléenor or general quality of a life, not to amye step.

| know many believers who don't seem to be onffireGod. They never seem to get very excited. It's
easy for those of us who tend to be more exubérdobk down on the lack of enthusiasm of these
believers. But they faithfully move forward onegst a time, while many of us who are hot for Ghris
often have the tendency to grow cold. Thereforis, déften the turtle who wins the Christian racd ant
the hare! “Slow and steady wins the race.” Are gommitted to walking out your spiritual life? Arey
willing to give up the flashy fanfare and simplylwaWill you set goals that are realistic and achide?
If so, you will be more prone to persevere in yfaith.

This past week, one of my mentors sent me a viflaowwan walking on water through a swimming pool.
It is rather convincing when you view it on youmngouter. The crowd that gathered was amazed at what
this man was able to do. Of course, there was soimer trickery going on. While it was entertainjrg
was reminded that most of us have a vision foirtiressive feats of Jesus’ public ministry (e lge t
authoritative preaching, the healings, the wallangvater). However, what we fail to recognize is th
only constitutes three years of Jesus’ earthly Tifee other thirty years were spent working asrperger
and living His life with His family. When John spessof “walking as Jesus walked,” he’s referring to
faithful obedience in the small duties of life, fi@wlarly in loving others in our sphere of influen

One of the greatest novels ever writtemislis Stepdy Charles Sheldofl.The whole thrust of the book
is simply this: A group of people in a church betairy to do what they thought Jesus would dovierg
situation. It changes their lives and the lifetwdit church. This can happen in our church andodingr
church. The Christian life is rather simple; we #re ones who complicate it. God wants us to lowa H
and love others. Rememb#s,obey God is to love His kids

[If we truly want to know God in the here and now must live a life of obedience. This life of
obedience is made manifest when we fulfill 2:7-Iieve John coaches us to...]



2. Live a life of love(2:7-11).In 2:7-8, John explains what he means by keepingisSSsommandments:
“Beloved,” | am not writing a new commandmentto you, but an old commandmentvhich you

have had from the beginning; the old commandmenis the word which you have heard. On the

other hand, | am writing a new commandmentto you, which is true in Him and in you, becausehie
darkness is passing away and the true Light is alegly shining.”® Four times in 2:7 and 8, John refers
to a specific “commandment.” What commandment daés have in mind? It is here that John seems to
take us on a wild goose chase. In 2:7, John saysttis not a “new commandment”; rather it is ahd"
commandment.” Then in the very next verse (2:8)nJmomes back and says, “I am writing a new
commandment to you.” What's going on here?

John can say that the love commandment is “oldabse it dates back 1400 years to Lev 19:18 where
God said, “...you shall love your neighbor as youdtrsélin John 13:34-35, Jesus followed up these
ancient words by saying, “A new commandment | govgou, that you love one another, even as | have
loved yoy that you also love one another. By this all méhkmow that you are My disciples, if you
have love for one another.” Jesus called the lovensandment “new”kKainos “fresh”)in the sense that

it sets a new standard. It raises the bar for [dhe. new standard for love is embodied in the ghras
“even as | have loved you.” That's the new parsudds not just saying, “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” He’s saying, “Love one anothas | have loved youThat's new?*

Please notice a very crucial phrase in 23h the other hand, | am writing a new commandnteryou,
which is true in Him and in you...” Because the Ctiiis has been rescued from darkness he or she
possesses a new supernatural ability to love. Thesple we think we are not capable of loving we ca
love. The truth is—we must love these people. Risris how all men will know that we are Christ’s
disciples. As Francis Schaeffer said, “Love istttegk of the Christian.”

In 2:9, John now contrasts love with its countetrdaate. John writeSThe one who says he is in the
Light® and yet hate$® his brother is in the darkness until now.”Again, it is not our claims but our
conduct that reveals our character. There are@f IBhristians who can “talk the talk,” but onlyode
who “walk the walk” experience God'’s light in tHife. John informs us that genuine Christians can
indeed hate fellow believef5§The question is: What does the word “hate” mean?

The Greek word for “hate’nfised can mean pretty much the same thing as the Bnglisd does. But it
can also mean something else—something that daesally convey strongly negative emotions at all.
Miseocan mean to “disregard”or “to slight” or to express ‘“indifferencé®This is not a negatively-
charged, emotional hatred. This is a hatred tinaplsi chooses to regard others as relatively unitapbr
It's a hatred that overlooks people because war®cused on ourselves. John uses hate as the
contrasting opposite of agape lo%égape love is not an emotion. It's a decisiors tthoosing to
disregard ourselves purely for the benefit of ah8o, if agape love is not an emotion but a chitiea

its opposite cannot be an emotion; it must alsa bleoice. Therefore, the logical opposite of adape

is choosing to disregard others purely for the beakourselves. To hate, then, is to fail to ldnea
higher way. That's the hate John is talking abbut.

However, | must add that “hate” can intensify iatdions even more damaging. Many Christians live
with an unforgiving spirit. They refuse to extemddiveness to those who have sinned against them or
who they perceive have sinned against them. Somist{ahs will take vengeance on other Christians.
This typically manifests itself in passive-aggreediehavior. She hurt me so | won't take out thetr
help with the dishes, or give her any verbal orgitsl affection. These behaviors can result inoh o
bitterness which can defile many of those aroundnaskeep us from enjoying the forgiving grace of
God (Heb 12:15). Maybe your bitterness comes froor yparents or a pastor. God longs for you to
release your bitterness and lay it at the foohefdross.



In 2:10, John offers the positive side of the equatThe one who loves his brother abides in the
Light and there is no cause for stumblingf in him.” If we love our brothers and sisters we will
experience fellowship with God and we will makeward progress in our spiritual lives. Elsewhere, th
apostle Peter writes, “Above all, keep ferventdmiylove for one another, because love covers a
multitude of sins” (1 Pet 4:8). If we want graceour Christian experience, love God’s people.

Yesterday afternoon, Neil and Karla Shaw came twveur house and constructed a fort for my children
They had a busy weekend planned and a long testitmlaccomplish, but instead they invested thieie t
and energy in me and my family. They showed ustjpa@Christian love. They also did the one thing
that every parent appreciates the most—they lovedids. John would have been proud. After all, he
said, ‘“To obey God is to love His kitls

This is just one example. Perhaps we could shovstZhlove by reaching out to someone we don’t
know, or by sharing a meal, or by listening intgndlr by praying for someone, or by writing a nate,

by complimenting something you admire, or by wgta check, or by being a mentor, or by volunteering
your time, or by visiting someone who's sick, ordhecking in on a single mom to see if she coudaus
break from the kids. Are you willing to ask God hble wants you to love His kids?

Now, you may be saying to yourself, “| don’t redilke people.” Most of us can relate. We love tkgp
“I love mankind; itspeoplel can’t stand!” Love in the abstract is a cinchisitrying to love that irritating
person that | rub shoulders with that is not edsycomplicate matters many Christians can be the
hardest people to love. Nevertheless, these amefor whom Christ died, and we will be spending
eternity with them. It is imperative that we fostelove for our fellow, spiritual family members.

John closes out this section in 2:11 with theseda:dBut the one who hates his brother is in the
darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not &w where he is goindf because the darkness
has blinded his eyes® The hater’s sin affects him in three ways. (1)ldices him in darkness outside
God's fellowship. (2) It leads to aimless activiiiywhich he is in great spiritual danger and inebhthere
is the possibility of a fall. (3) It also resultsinental confusion (cf. John 12:35). The Christidno hates
his brother loses his sense of spiritual directiolife, partially or totally. No course of life imore
dangerous for a Christian than one that includétidoward another believér.

When we display a lack of love it seriously dissastir outlook and gradually blinds our vision. Spw
but surely we begin to feel at home in the darle Tragedy is we become used to groping our way
through life, constantly stumbling and being ensday all kinds of problems. Such people are often
blissfully unaware of how dark it really is and hshort-sighted they have become (see 2 Pet 1:@p If
keep an animal underground for long enough, evéptiidoses its sight. If you take a flower andtiu
in the dark it will shrivel. If you lived in the deness you would eventually go blind. How much mswe
is this true of our inner person? Take a soul ahd live in the darkness of hate and that solll wi
become ugly, drab, and dull.

Earlier this month, | went to the eye doctor. As &ye doctor walked me through a battery of tests |
became very disturbed because | could not read sbthe lines that he asked me to read. Yet, hé kep
saying, “You can read that line. Just take youetiio, those are not numbers...they are all lettditsis

guy worked me over. The harder | tried the lessulld see. | began to wonder if | was losing my sith
was a terrible thing. | was a bit apprehensive bseany eyes mean everything to me. They are my most
valuable physical feature. It turned out that tbetdr was just pushing me. | still have my physical
vision. Now, as valuable as physical vision is mmuch more important is spiritual 20/20? If we want
spiritual 20/20 we must live a life of obediencel dove. For John saysT6 obey God is to love His

kids”
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Scripture Reading
1 John 2:3-11
John 13:34-35
Leviticus 19:18
Matthew 22:39

1 Corinthians 13
Romans 5:8
Philippians 2:3-8

Study Questions

1. John tells us that we are to “keep” God’s commamdsi&/ord (2:3, 5). How do | actively and conscigqusl
“keep” God’s Word? Can | honestly say that | amaes about the Bible? Do | make an effort to knokhatv
the Bible says and to apply it to my life? Read darhi21-27. On a scale of 1 to 10 (ten being cterdly
faithful), what is my obedience/application quotfein what area of my life have | been holding back
obedience from God? How can | begin to obey Gatiismmone area today? How can we emphasize obedience
to God’'s commandments/Word without falling intoddgm? Why is a little knowledgef God better than a
great deal of knowledgegboutHim (cf. John 17:3)?

2. In my personal fellowship with God, what does itan¢o “walk as Jesus walked” (2:6)? In my corporate
church fellowship, what does it mean to “walk asu¥ewalked?” How can | help myself, my family, my
friends, and my fellow church members walk as Jeslked? Who am | currently providing spiritual
encouragement to? Am | striving to impact my peegrd encourage younger Christians? If so, give peci
examples.

3. John tells us that we must love our brothers asters in Christ (2:7-11). What is the relationsbgiween
loving someone antiking him? Is this just a semantic debate? Are we oldijéd like others? If we do not
“like” others, what should our course of action be?

4. Who was the first person | remember loving (othantimmediate family)? What made that person sffecia
How would | advise a couple who claimed that theyfanger loved each other? Where do they begittrel®
someone that | am currently having a difficult tifoeing? What steps do | need to take to estallishttitude
of love toward this person?

5. John warns believers that the one who hates Higmbrother walks in the darkness (2:9, 11). WheareH
hated someone? How did | justify my hatred? Whattaiot did that hatred have on me (physically, ennatily,
mentally, and spiritually)? How can | prevent tfiam happening again? How can | ensure that peatple
Emmanuel are not guilty of this behavior?



Notes

! Author and marriage counselor Gary Chapman hagestied that husbands and wives have five genesal ina
which they perceive love from their spouse: 1) Viéaofl Affection; 2) Quality Time; 3) Receiving Gift4) Acts of
Service; and 5) Physical Touch. Usually one of¢Hésve languages” is primary for a husband or wife
Unfortunately, mates usually don’t have the samegeéllanguage.” See Gary Chapmahe Five Love Languages
(Chicago: Northfield, 1992).

% The idea for this introduction came from DavidARderson, Simull John—Relationship or Fellowship,”
Unpublished notes.

% John’s approach has moved from a spiritual defemsespiritual offense. In our previous passagéofin 1:5-2:2),
John said, “Don’t deny the darkness.” Instead,dié, SLet Jesus wash our feet.” In today’s pasg@g&11), John
will say, “Walk in the light and let Jesus directrdeet.” Brad McCoy, “Spiritual Stall Recovery:|&Wing Jesus to
Wash Our Feet” (1 John 1:8-10). Unpublished sermaies from Tanglewood Bible Fellowship (3/10/96).

* Glenn W. Barker, “1 JohnThe Expositor's Bible Commentaf@rand Rapids: Zondervan, 1981 [2001]),
Electronic Ed.; Zane C. HodgeRye Epistles of John: Walking in the Light of Godte(Irving, TX: Grace
Evangelical Society, 1999), 75-77; Stephen S. Sapdll, 2, 3 JohnVBC series (Waco: Word, 1984), 45. Constable
notes, “Fellowship’ (Grkoinonig is the less common term occurring only four tirme$ John: 1:3 (twice), 6, 7.
‘Know’ is more commonGinosko(to know experientially) appears 24 times: 2:3% 413 (twice), 14, 18, 29; 3:1
(twice), 6, 16, 19, 20, 24; 4:2, 6 (twice), 7, 8, 16; 5:2, 200ida (intellectual knowledge) appears 15 times: 2:11,
20, 21 (twice), 29; 3:2, 5, 14, 15; 5:13, 15 (tWidB, 19, 20. The nouginosis(experiential knowledge) is absent
from this epistle.” Dr. Thomas L. Constabdgtes on 1 John
(http://www.soniclight.com/constable/notes/pdf/1jghulf, 2006), 15 note 58.

® Harris writes, “There is some problem determinivitether the pronouns in v. 3 (“him” [appearingGasl in the
NET Bible] andhis) refer to God the Father or to Jesus Christ. Migedyl the author of 1 John refers to God the
Father here. All the claims of the opponents whighauthor introduces in 1:5-2:11 concern knowing khaving
fellowship with the God who is light (compare 2:8h 1:5). Also, when John wants to specify a refee to
Jesus, he uses the expression ‘that one’ (tradgtgt¢he NET Bible adesusin v. 6 below). The author’s point in
this verse is that obedience to Godimnmandments gives us assurantieat we have come to know God. (The
author explains what the commandments are in 1 3ctth) See W. Hall Harris Ill, “Exegetical Commanton 1
John 2:3-11,1, 2, 3 John: Comfort and Counsel for a Church isiS:
http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=2063

® God’s commands are spelled out later in 1 Johm Zs&-11; 3:23).

" John says everyone who loves God is born of Gackanws God (1 John 4:7). Yet, in 4:8 John goetmsay
that not to love God does not mean that a persoatiborn of God, only that he or she doeskmatwGod.

8 A great example of this is found in John 14:7-ieAannouncing that He is “the way, the truth, &mellife,”
Jesus goes on to say to all His disciples, “If yplral] hadknownMe, you [plural] would hav&nownMy Father
also; from now on you [plural] know Him, and haws Him." Philip said to Him, ‘Lord, show us thetker, and it
is enough for us.” Jesus said to him, ‘Have | b&etong with you [plural], and yet you [singulagJe not come to
know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen ttieFdowcanyou say, ‘Show us the Father'?” See also
Hodges,The Epistles of Joh76.

° See J.I. PackeKnowing God(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1973), 20-22.

19t is also worth noting that John switches Gresises in 2:3. The first use of “know” is in the g@et tense
(ginoskome)) but the second use of “know” is in the perfestde égnokamen The perfect tense in the Greek
language has the basic meaning of “completed aatitime past with present results.” But, accordm@s use in
context, a typical verb can put its emphasis orctitapleted action in the past on the present results. If we miss
this deliberate shift on John's part, we miss hisrt for the verse. So putting it into the pertecise means “to
know intensely,” “to experience deeply,” “to knowllf.” It is not a test of whether a person is bagain; it is a test
of whether a person is having close fellowship v@ibd. We could translate 2:3 in this way: “And histweknow
that weknow Him intensely.” See also AndersonStmull John—Relationship or Fellowship.”

1 This phrase is similar to the three conditionalises in the previous section (“if we say,” 1:®, 1:10). These
phrases are spoken by John and the apostleadyindirectly reflect the claims of the opponents.

12 Adapted from Paul R. Van Gordém,the Family: Studies in First JoHi&rand Rapids: RBC, 1978), 58.

13 Raymond BrownThe Epistles of Johm\nchor Bible series (Garden City, N.Y: Doubled&982), 252.

14 Anderson, Simull John—Relationship or Fellowship.”

15t has been said, “The book of 1 John is the flothat grows out of the soil of John 13-16.”




% The Greek verieleioo(“perfected”) comes from the adjectitadeios “having reached its endtglos, and so
“complete” or “perfect.” Here we may use “perfectédASB, KJV) or “made complete” (NIV).

7 John uses the word translated “abideend 24 times in 1 John (see 2:6, 10, 14, 17, 19i¥cg], 27 [twice],
28; 3:6, 9, 14, 15, 17, 24 [twice]; 4:12, 13, 16,[thrice]).

18 The idea for this sermon illustration came frorav@tWinger, Lubbock, TexakeadershipVol. 15, no. 2.

19 Gk. opheila See also 1 John 3:16; 4:11; and 3 John 8; ch d8h14. The word “ought’apheile) expresses a
special, personal obligation, and notdas must an obligation in the nature of things. See MaRirVincent,Word
Studies in the New Testament VolReabody, MA: Hendrickson, No date), 329. Gfheila See also 1 John 3:16;
4:11; and 3 John 8; cf. John 13:14.

2 Earl Radmacher, Ronald B. Allen, H. Wayne Housls, dew lllustrated Bible Commentaiashville: Nelson,
1999), 1708.

2L |n His Stepsvas written by Charles M. Sheldon and is availableumerous versions. Seevw.addall.com

22 This is the first instance of the term “belovédtjapetoj in John's letters. However, it is used in 1 J8t2y 21;
4:1,7,3John 1, 2,5, 11).

% The concept of “light” (contrasted with “darknekaitroduced in 1:5 appears again (for the lasetim1 John) in
2:8-11.

%4 John Stott suggests four ways that this “old” camoment became “new” when Jesus issued it.

» It was new in itemphasisin that Jesus brought it together with the comanariove God as the
summation of the entire Law.

* It was new in itgquality, in that His own self-sacrifice on the cross beedhe standard.

e It was new in itextent in that in the parable of the Good Samaritanjgdestended the definition of
neighbor to go beyond race or religion. Anyone éeehwho crosses our path is our neighbor. He baid t
we should love even our enemies.

* It was new in the disciplegontinuing apprehensioof it. The love of Jesus on the cross is inexhblesti
We can never plumb its depths. And so as we grosuirunderstanding of His great love, we will griow
our apprehension of how we must love one anotledeSus’ command is both old and new.

See John R. W. Stofthe Epistles of JohMNTC series (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1964), 93.

% Whether “light” should be capitalized (NASB) tgoresent Christ or whether it refers to the trutiGot’s Word
is not a critical issue. It doesn’t matter in tHatou abide in Jesus Christ, you also abide in\Wisrd, which sheds
His light into your heart. To abide in the light ams to live with your life exposed and open to Gdtord. You
allow the Word to shine into the dark recessesoof ynind, exposing and rooting out what is evil.

% The word “hate” is a present tense participle (219 suggesting ongoing activity.

7 f the Bible taught that feelings of hatred wersuae sign of an unsaved condition, then virtuadiyone in the
whole church would be saved! But the Bible doesteath this. Hodge3he Epistles of Johi87.

8 BDAG, Electronic Ed.

2 Thayer, Electronic Ed.

%0 Hate is the absence of the deeds of love. Lovepreesed is not love at all. Love has no neutrahbiities.
When it is absent, hate is present. Barkelphn 317.

31 Bob Kerrey, “How to Experience God More Fully: liog One Another” (1 John 2:7-11):
http://www.moonvalleybible.org/sermons/2004-12-05Jdhn_02_07-11 Transcript Love.doc

%2 Burge writes, “...the Greek literally saystmbling[skandalofis not inhim/it.” The original is ambiguous on
two counts: (1) The pronoun can refer to the beligthim”) or to the light (“it") — the grammar wés perfectly
either way; (2) the stumbling may refer to the &edir's falling down (thus the NI'¥nd many commentators), or it
may mean that there is nothing in the believer Wiktcauseothersto fall down. Askandaloris a trap or an object
that makes one trip. Metaphorically, it is someghihat causes one’s demise or downfall. Smallegr§Res
convincingly that in most New Testament uses sttendalonword group refers to something that caustéersto
trip (Rom. 14:13; 1 Peter 2:8; Rev. 2:14). The aéfbrm ofskandalorcarries this meaning in the Fourth Gospel
(John 6:61; 16:1). If this is the correct interpt&in of verse 10, John may have in m@idistian misbehaviothat
may drive more people out of the church. Therefareetter translation might be, ‘There is nothimdpim to cause
anyone to stumble.” Naturally, such a warning waajgly to the believer as well, but John has chieflmind
indignant, persistent attitudes of anger that migkien the fissure already splitting the churchdriM. Burge,
The Letters of JohmNIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondmty 1996), 102Nevertheless, the
following verse (2:11) views darkness as operatiithin a person, and the analogy with Ps 119:16%ckwsays
that the person who loves God’s law does not stapgdpresses a similar concept in relation to dividual. This
evidence suggests that the person is the refeezat h




% The particular verb translated “going” literallyeans “to leave someone’s presence.” John is s#lyaigvhen we
fail to love one another, we are in fact runningnfrthe presence of God, and we can’t see whereweing. It's
like driving fast in total darkness with no headlig} It's like running in the dark through an unftan home full of
furniture. Stumbling and harm are bound to hapSe® BDAG, Electronic Ed.
34 S0 what about those who claim to “know Christ” have no desire to obey His Word or hate othersfiaris?
They may be classified in one of three ways:
* A non-Christian:An unregenerate person who is simply confused akeduaition. Often these people were
raised in the church or have been exposed to oelighd are not truly saved because they are dependi
their works, not Christ. They have never believedesus (1 John 5:11-13).
* Acarnal Christian:A regenerate person who has a baby’s attitudeusedae or she is so new in the faith
(1 Cor 3:1). Or their flesh rather than the Spéritontrolling them, they are flesh dominated.
* Atare: An unregenerate person planted by Satan to difineptork of the church. Tares closely resemble
wheat, but are poisonous to human beings. Untils€heturns, both genuine believers and countsrieitl
be allowed to grow together (Matt 13:24-30).
These categories come from Ed Underwood, “Livingétiowship with God” (1 John 1:5-2:11): Unpublishe
Study Notes from Cannon Beach Christian Confer&ager 2005.
% ConstableNotes on 1 Johril9.



