“Are We There Yet?” (1 John 2:28-3:3)

Few things are more difficult than driving a lonigtdnce with small children. No matter how many
activity books, video games, and DVD’s you bringustill hear the steady whine of, “When are we
going to be there?” “How much longer?” “Are we thget?” When one of your children asks that
guestion, how do you respond? | respond in onewfays:
» The Irritated Response: “We're closer now than ldm time you asked.”
e The Threatening Response: “If you keep asking wwesre going to get there I'm gonna turn
around and go home!”
» The Sneaky Response: “Okay kids, let's play a gamlesee how long we can go without asking
if we're there yet.”
» The Negligent Response: This is where | ignorehilg's question by pretending not to hear.

Yet, no matter how we respond, on long trips kigstatally focused on the final destination. Whiés
may be a bit irritating for parents, there is adetcan learn from our children. The question thamust
ask is: Why don’t we think and act more like chdldrin anticipation of heaven? Why don’t we ask the
typical traveling questions of our kids? An infmiGod would have infinite patience with His childre
who implore Him, “When are we going to be theredotv much longer?” “Are we there yet?”

The Bible pictures the Christian life as a jourrayd the book of 1 John provides us with a roadimap
ensure that we don't get lost and that we enjoytripeo heaven. One of the road signs along the tivat
will keep us from getting lost or losing our joy f&lways anticipate Christ’s coming.” John shatks
strategic key to spiritual victory in 1 John 2:28-3n these five verses, he utilizes a sandwigr@xch.
In 2:28, John begins with an exhortation/motivatéoml in 3:3 he closes with an exhortation/motivatio
The filling in between (2:29-3:2) consists of wioat Christian lifestyle should be.

1. Anticipate Christ's coming (2:28).John’s words in 2:28 serve as a “hinge” betweerfitaeand
second half of the book (1:1-2:27 and 2:29-52The exhortation in 2:28 applies equally well tdho
halves’ Thus, 2:28 serves as a primary theme of 1 J@wmlet’s closely consider this important verse.
John writesNow, little children, abide in Him, so that whenHe appears, we may have confidence
and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming’* The word “now” starts us off with a bang!
John’s point is: In light of all that | have saidN6w!”> What | am about to say to you is for “now,” and
it is critical that you hear my words. John thedragdses his readers as “little children.” Againelaerly
apostle lapses into his loving ways by referringitoreaders as “little children.” The last timedié this
was in 2:18 and a lot of hard talking has floweahirhis quill in the intervening verses. So Johneonc
again affirms his readers. He wants them to kna# lle loves them and cares for them. He has a
shepherd’s heart. John then commands his littldrehi to “abide” in Jesus. The word “abide” is Jshn
favorite word for an intimate, ongoing relationshijth Christ. He expects that his readers will remia
and continue with Jesus. What does this look lid@th has already told us thus far in his book:

» Adhere to hiblical doctrine (1:1-2).

» Pursue fellowship with God and others (1:3-4).

« Confess your sin (1:5-2:2).

» Obey God and love others (2:3-11).

* Wage war against your spiritual enemies (2:12-17).
» Guard yourself from false teachers (2:18-27).

| have seen a bumper sticker that reads, “Simplifiiat’'s not bad advice in all areas of life, biisi
especially appropriate for our walk with the LoBY. simply living out the contents of 1 John, wel\aié
able to abide in Christ.



Why is abiding in Christ so important? John incleidepurpose or motivation for abiding: “So that whe
He [Jesus] appears, we may have confidence arghriak away from Him in shame at His coming.”
The phrase “when He appears,” is literalifyHe appears.” However, the uncertainty is not abimeifact
of Christ’s comind}, but rather the timing of Christ's comidgince we don’t know the exact time of
Christ’s return, we need to be ready at all tinvés.need to anticipate His coming.

Our church has been fortunate to have a numbeilibéhmy families among us. One of the challenges of
being a military family is saying “goodbye” to yolmved one when he/she goes overseas on duty'tl can
imagine the pain of being separated for a year §omeone you love so much. Yet, these families
understand something that many of us can't fullyrapiate, and that is “the art of anticipation.” dyaof
these families count the days until their loved mnecheduled to return. They are continually hg@nd
praying that their family member will return quiglkdnd safely. There is what we could call a
“homecoming theme.” These families are anxiougHerreturn of their soldier! In the same way, we
ought to be anxious for Jesus to return. We oughetcounting the days. We ought to be living giii

of His coming!

If we are abiding in Christ and anticipating Hisring, we will have confidence on that day when He
appears. The word “confidencgdresig® means “courage and boldness, especially in treepoe of
persons of high rank1t also means “the freedom to speak.” If you'verehad to go before a high-
ranking official, you’ve probably felt a bit nerveuYou may not have known what to séyVell, John
says that when you go before the most importantimanman history—the God Man—the Lord Jesus
Christ—youcanhave confidence! You can stand before Him knowirad your life has been
characterized by faithfulness.

So what if we're not living in light of Christ's ooing? What if we're not anticipating His any moment
return? Tragically, Jesus may return at a time whemo not want Him to show up! The result will be
that we will experience shame. This may shake wp yiew of the judgment seat of Christ. Maybe you
thought that the judgment seat of Christ was aligighvideo of your “good works.” Perhaps you
assumed that since you are in a relationship withsg it really doesn’t matter how you live becaus
you're secure. No, no, no! The judgment seat ofs€is a comprehensive event that takes into
consideration both the “good and bad” (2 Cor 5:1®¥act, all Christians must give an account @itth
lives in Christ—from the time they believed to tivae they died or Jesus appeared. This will be réogpe
for all of us, I'm sure’

This brings a whole new light to the thinking of shbelievers about the judgment seat of Christ, Yes
there will be shame at this time for His childrenashave lived their lives poorly. Does this threateeir
eternal destiny? No. No more than you may be maradhof some of your children than others. Maybe
one of your children has taken the gifts he/shebleas given, has worked hard to develop them,and i
doing something productive with his/her life. Yae @roud of that child, and rightly so. Perhapstiagio
child, even more gifted, has buried their giftshie sand, has not worked hard to develop their @oeh
abilities, and is not doing anything productivehniteir life. Of that child you may be ashamechdsor
she still your child? Yes, but you probably woulst wish to reward that child for a slothful life.

This spells out the difference between “accepted ‘@cceptable.” Those who are born again are
accepted, but not all Christians will be found atable when they stand before Jesus CHriBhe kind
of life we live will determine our acceptabilityf. we abide in Christ we will be able to have cogefide at
His coming. If we choose not to abide, we will esipace shame; yet, we remain His children.

Now, | know what you're thinking. You're thinkingl can’t abide all the time. | sin. | go throughesens
where I'm not living for the Lord. | just know thaésus will return and | will be caught unprepdr¥au
may be right. But this should motivate you to kebprt accounts with God.



When | was in seminary, | attended a pastor’s genfee and was horribly convicted by a speaker who
challenged us to cleanse ourselves from our pastisat were unresolved with others. | decidedke t
him up on his challenge and | began to write doina that | committed during my life that | needed t
confess to others. One of the sins | committedtivais| cheated on an Eschatology (i.e., the stuidigsb
things) exam in Bible college. My professor, John\&wrence, a disciple of J. Vernon McGee, always
said, “You can’t cram for a Lawrence exam!” Welltried, but recognized that | was in too deep. When
our class concluded, Professor Lawrence gave duiasfdus permission to go to the library to comple
the test. | took my exam to the library and usedesof my class notes to ensure that | got an “A& T
Holy Spirit convicted me but | kept ignoring Him.

Finally, God brought me to the place where | kneveéded to deal with this. So | went to Professor
Lawrence’s office to tell him what | had done. RBleanderstand, | had already graduated from Bible
college and | could have had my degree yankeduldclbave been taken before the college president. |
could have been asked to no longer attend sematdvipltnomah. | was scared out of my mind. When |
stood before Mr. Lawrence in his office on thaeafbon | experienced shame! But Mr. Lawrence looked
me in the eye and said, “Thank you for coming itelbme what you have done. | forgive you. And |
want you to know that God forgives you, and thiswsill never come up at the judgment seat of CHrist

| left Mr. Lawrence’s office with a feeling of exXhration. | exposed my sin and was willing to accapy
consequences; but Mr. Lawrence was unbelievably tarme. It is interesting to me that since |
confessed my sin, God allowed me to review onebhlawrence’s books for a theological journal.
Furthermore, the class that | cheated in, Eschgyolonow teach at a Bible school. Now that is ¢inece
of God!

Abiding in Christ is never easy. There are chaksnglong the way. But there is no other way ta liee
old cliché asks, “Are you ready to meet your Makdm?e confident Christian answers, “Meet Him? I've
been walking with Him everyday!™ If we maintain consistent fellowship with God aamticipate

Christ’'s coming, we will not be embarrassed to ni&®tst whenever He comes.

[To ensure that we will anticipate Christ’'s comiitgs imperative that we abide in Christ. In thexh
three verses, John will also encourage us to...]

2. Appreciate our position(2:29-3:2).In these three verses, John lays out what we ghmu(2:29),

who we are (3:1-2a), and who we will be (3:2b)sEim 2:29, John tells us what we should be faisth
John closes chapter 2 by sayiti@: [since] you know that He is righteous, you know that evemgne

also who practice$’ righteousness is born of Him.* The idea here is thaghteousacts can only come
from righteouspersons. This verse tells us how children of Gadmanifest who they really are as “born
again” people. We need to be clear about what oot saying. He's not saying that those whondd
practice righteousness are therefooéborn of Him. Believers can and do fail to livehigously:® John

is saying that living righteously does indeed nratecause God is righteous. As children of God, we
have a responsibility to bear our Father's imagg. gdal should be to display our new birth—to mike
perfectly visible that we are born of Him.

Second, John tells us who we are in Christ. Jolem®phapter 3 with these comforting wortBee"’

how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, thae would be called childrer® of God; and

such we are™ (3:1)° We need to remember John is an old man, anddiess to death. But what is so
amazing is this: He has not lost the sense of woofd@od’s undeserved grace. When he ponders the
unique relationship he enjoys with his heavenlh)hEatit leaves him gasping for &irThe word “see” is
often translated, “behold.” It is both an exclamatand a command. As an exclamation, it showstiieat
Father’s great love should amaze us. We shouldriyawen or say “ho-hum” when we reflect on God'’s
love for us. It is unfathomable that the God of theverse loves you and me.



The word “see” is also a command. This shows tiafather’s great love should instruct us. The
command is, “Stop everything else! Look at thislnkhabout it! Ponder the significance of it!” Theowd
translated “how great’pptapo3, is literally “what kind.” It originally meant “bwhat country,” and
always implies astonishmefitlt is a word that conveys the idea of somethingaveenot used to or
something we did not expect to find. For exampie,disciples used the word when they were stunned
with Jesus’ ability to still the storm on the Sdazalilee (Matt 8:27; Mark 4:41). “The men were a®ed,
and said, ‘What kinddotapo$ of a man is this, that even the winds and the beg blim?"” In other
words, the man who did this is a different catedooyn anyone we have come across before; and when
we stop and think about it, that is equally true¢hef Father’s love for us. It is virtually unheanfti It's as

if John thinks about the Father’s great love and saVhere does this come from? It must be from
heaven, because there’s nothing like it in thislelddohn is marveling at our heavenly Father'sajre
love for us that drove Him to adopt us in the fpktce. While we were yet sinners, hardened ag&iodt
Christ died for us (Rom 5:8). And through faithtHim we are given new life, adopted into God'’s faev
family (John 1:11-13). Family membership carriesagmprivilege and a responsibility to live like thew
children we are.

| set up my roommate in Bible college with his fietwife. They have three boys. We learned this past
week that Russ and Lisa are adopting a preciowsyear-old, little girl from Liberia. Over a yeag@,

Russ and Lisa went away to Bend, OR, for a weeKEnely discussed whether to have another child or to
adopt. They decided to adopt a little girl. Theyénaeen praying for her over a year. They will be
accepting and loving this little girl as they deithown biological children. My hope and prayettiat
Danika recognizes the privilege of being adoptethieyBeguelin family. If she is grateful for whaey

have done, she will become the child that the Biegaéong for her to be.

A little boy was cruelly teased at school becawswas adopted. He patiently suffered the merciless
taunts and sickening jibes of his classmates; lag, twvhen he could take it no longer, he blurtedrou
fierce self-defense, “You can say what you likd.|Alnow is my parents chose me. Your's couldniphe
having you!” This little boy was absolutely rigftfhen we understand it that way, adoption is not a
disgrace but a privilege. It seems to me, if thdtue of those adopted by human parents, how rmack
true is it of Christians who have been called thideen of God%?

What are some implications of being a child of God?
» Eternal security (Rom 8:14-17)

e Access to the Father (Gal 4.6-7)

* Victory over the enemy (1 John 4:4)

John continues his thought about our identity imi€las he wraps up 3:1For this reason [we are
children of God who perform righteous deetif§ world does not know us, because it did not kmo
Him.” John wants his readers to know that the world’s@g is to be feared, not desired. To be hated
by the world may be unpleasant, but ultimatehhddd reassure the members of the community di fait
that they are loved by God, which is far more int@or than the world’s hatréd The world hates the
children of God (3:13), just as it hated Jesusr{J$118-20), since they do not belong to the wtld.

Let me be clear: If everybody likes you, you're adiealthy child of God. The world will call us fits.
We will be seen as misfits of society. We will bewed as freaks and oddballs. We will be scorned an
taunted. We will be the butt of many a joke. Why&t8use we abide in Christ and the world cannot
explain our doctrine or our lives. Yet, our rightedives and willingness to stand for the trutlainage

of compromise glorifies God. Furthermore, we knbatthe Lord is working behind the scenes to draw
men, women, and children to Christ through our wawd righteous living. Even though we are sinful,
God chooses to use us in spite of ourselves.



John has one final word on who we are in Chris8:Ba he writes‘Beloved, now?® we are children of
God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will BeAgain, John assures us that we are God’s
children! He doesn’'t want us to miss this importdi@me! He even says that the best is yet to cGme.
day we will truly understand and appreciate Goakash love for us.

| have always known that my earthly father loves Ing something happened when Lori gave birth to
my firstborn child. | was overwhelmed with the nail@of birth. When | saw my baby boy for the first
time, | was awed. When | took Joshua in my arnegan to understand how much my dad loves me.
Yet, amazingly, a parent’s love for his or her dfeh grows over time. This is not true with Gods Hi
love for us is perfect. It does not grow or deveBpt one day, He will allow us to realize His lovean
even fuller expression.

Our third and final emphasis in this section is tawa will be in Christ. In 3:2b, John continues his
encouragement with these wortdé/e know that when He appears, we will be like Himbecause we
will see Him just as He is.*’ John is speaking of the day when we will stand tee@od in our heavenly
home, when we will see just how pure and rightemdgood He really is. In that day, we also will be
like Him. In other words, we will be given a glaefl body. We will be free from the very presencsiof
Moreover, blind people will see Jesus with openggseDeaf people will hear the voice and words of
Jesus. Lame people will walk hand-in-hand with Hithere will be no deficiency, no disease, and no
death?® What an amazing day that will be.

[John has challenged us to anticipate Christ’s ograind to appreciate our privileged position. In ou
final verse, John will also encourage us to...]

3. Fixate on Christ(3:3). When we grasp the reality of Christ’s return, il whange our livesJohn
closes this passage with these motivating wovaisd everyone®® who has this hop fixed on Him
purifies® himself, just as He is pure.?? In the Bible “hope” isn't just wishful thinking,’#& a confident
expectation that God is going to keep His promi$bss hope is the Bible's promise that Jesus wilim
one day. As believers, our hope is not in circuncga or in some optimistic wish for a better toroatr
Our hope is in the person of Jesus Christ. HetkaidHe was returning to heaven to prepare a fitace
us (John 14:2). Then He added these wonderful wafrtispe (14:3), “If | go and prepare a place fouy
| will come again and receive you to Myself, thdtese | am, there you may be also.” He didn't lease
forever! He's coming back for us, and when thatdeas we will go to be with Him in the place that He
has prepared for us! All of our hope should bedira Him. This hope ought to transform our lives. |
John’s words, it ought to lead us to “purify” oukess.

Most of you who are married dated your spouse. flshsure I'm aware of any arranged marriages.]
Before you left for your date you would likely shemor bathe. In most cases you used soap. [Display
bar of soap.] Why did you use soap? You wantectevieet smelling, because you were looking forward
to meeting that special person. The soap cleanedigolt purified you. In the same way, John exhag

to clean ourselves up as we look forward to medfihgst. Since He's fully pure, we will want to be

pure. Soap will make us pure, but we have to ugedtl has given us His Word, prayer, and the mefns
grace by which we can keep our life clean and puegy day. He gives them, but we must use tffem.
When we use soap, may the Lord remind us of thd teeanticipate His coming, appreciate our posjtion
and fixate on Christ. And may our heart’s cry b&re' we there yet?”
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Scripture Reading

1 John 2:28-3:3
John 15:5-11
Romans 14:10-12

2 Corinthians 5:9-11
Colossians 3:23-24
James 2:12-13
James 4:8-10

Study Questions

1.

John implies that some believers will be ashaméghaist's coming while others will have confiden@e28).
Do I truly believe that Christould return today? How can | ensure that | will posseEsdidence when Christ
returns? What is presently lacking in my life thatuld prohibit me from being confident upon Chesteturn?
Read James 4:8-10. After reading James’ words, stbpt do | need to take to make certain that’'m i
fellowship with God?

The natural response of being born of God is rigiebehavior (2:29). Am | progressively growingpiractical
righteousness? Why or why not? Would there be eémew@ence to convict me of being a Christian in my
workplace and neighborhood? If so, what words atka&evould my coworkers and neighbors point to?oif n
what can | do to be indicted for being a Christian?

Even as an aged man, John is overwhelmed with Godks(3:1a). Can | honestly say | am awed by God'’s
great love? If so, how does my sense of wonder fiestritself? If a fellow believer asks me, “How dan
cultivate my love for God?” how would | respond? &/lprinciples from my own personal experience caould
share?

Not everyone will understand our unique relatiopshith God (3:1b). How have | reacted when | hagerb
misunderstood or rejected by the world? Read Jesnigls in John 15:18-22. Is it wrong to be popwih
everyone? Why or why not? Am | willing to accepirigean outsider?

John declares that when we see Christ “we wilikeHim” (3:2). What excites me most about thisufet
prospect? How does this provide me confidence aadrance in this life? How can | use this biblicath to
comfort and encourage other believers?

John urges his Christian readers to have “hop€hrist's coming (3:3). If Christians honestly dogé&arn for
Christ’s return, is there a problem? If so, whatugtl be done about this? As a leader, church mempetse,
parent, coworker, and neighbor, how can | helpahosny sphere of influence anticipate Christ’s ouyf



Notes

! Beginning the present section at 2:28 allows ltheet addresses to the readers as “Children” (2:18, 2:28) to
stand in parallel, and this seems the most logichition.

2 The word “abide” fnenq is used ten times in 1 John 1:1-2:27 and thirteeas in 2:29-5:21 (see 2:6, 10, 14, 17,
19, 24 [three times], 27 [two times], 28; 3:6, @, 15, 17, 24 [two times]; 4:12, 13, 15, 16 [thtieees]).

3 John uses the word “abide” eleven times in chahter

* John uses a play-on-words in 2:28. He writes@wd’s children should have confidengafresiq at Christ's
coming parousig.

® John only uses the word “nowrir) in 1 John 2:18, 28; 3:2; and 4:3.

® Consider the following examples: One verse in €alslwith the Lord’s return. It is mentioned 31@és in the
260 chapters of the New Testament. It is mentionexvery one of the New Testament books, with tteeption of
Galatians, which deals with a particular doctripedblem, and the very short books such as 2 amwmth3 and
Philemon. See James Montgomery Boillee Epistles of JohfGrand Rapids: Zondervan, 1979), 8@.other
insight | have come across that is rather staggesinFor every one verse in the Bible talking ahi®sus Christ's
first coming, there are eight more verses thatrilesé¢lis second coming at the end of the age.

" In this context “if” gar) does not indicate uncertainty about whether o:Gtuist will return, but rather
uncertainty about the exact time the event wiletglace. In the Koiné periashncan mean “when” or “whenever”’
(see John 12:32 and 14:3). Thus, the phrase heutdshe translated, “so that whenever He shouleéapp” Other
passages that teach the imminency of Christ'sméhalude 1 Cor 1:9; 4:5; 15:51-52; 16:22; Phil(B:2:5; 1 Thess
1:10; 2 Thess 3:10-12; Titus 2:13; Jas 5:7-9; Ré&;322:7, 12, 17, 20.

8 The wordparresiais used four times in 1 John, and it always referthe confidence the believer has before God
or God’s Son: at the judgment (here and in 4:1vinaking requests (5:14), or both the precedingdda:21).

°® BDAG, Electronic Ed. It is also worth noting thlae word used for “coming’parousid was used of the visit of a
king or emperor.

19 Even John, when he saw Jesus in His glory, “feflia feet like a dead man” (Rev 1:17). But herenlsays, “we
may have confidence...at His coming.”

1 One afternoon, | walked downstairs and turnecheriiv. As | was flipping through the few channels have, |
came across an ungodly talk show that is now usiaglogan, “An hour of your life that you’'ll nevget back.”
This slogan is being used on “The Jerry Springew8hWARNING: Avoid this show at any cost.

2 This verbiage came from Jerry Vin&ploring 1, 2, 3 Joh(Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux Brothers, 1989), 99.

13 Barclay 84.

4 The NASB makes an interpretive decision for usaw they translate this verse. There is no worthinGreek
text for “practices.” The phrase should literaliad “doesgoieg righteousness.”

15 This is the first reference to the new birth idahn. The concept is mentioned again in 3:9; 477;4 18.

18 Hodges writes, “We must not make this verse sagertttan it does. John certainly doest say, ‘Whoever does
notdo righteousness itborn of Him.” That would be an inference in no wastified by John’s statement. He is
not talking here about how we can decide if a peissaved. If we know that a perdosieveqcf. 1 John 5:1 . . .),
we can know he is saved. But here, John is cleartgerned with the deduction which we can makeeikwow
that God is righteous. thatis known, it follows that one who to any extentraghuces His righteous nature is
actuallymanifestinghat nature and can rightly lperceivedas born of Him.” Zane C. HodgeBhe Epistles of
John: Walking in the Light of God’s Loykeving, TX: Grace Evangelical Society, 1999), 127

" The word translated “see” is a pluraldte) as opposed to the standatdu (“see,” “look,” “behold”). This is an
actual call to really take a look at, to see howrigus this love is. David R. Andersor§ifull John—Relationship
or Fellowship,” Unpublished notes.

18 This is the first of four uses of the word in hidalso in 3:2, 3:10, and 5:2). (The word useg:in 2:12, 2:28,
3:7, 3:18, 4:4, and 5:21 isknivon the diminutive form.Jevknais used to refer to God’s children in John 1:1@ an
11:52 (both of which are significant for the us&gee in 1 John) and in all four of the uses ininJo

19 The KJV and NKJV omit these words, but there iglsmanuscript support for them.

20 The chapter breaks in our Bibles is unfortunatéotin 3:1 clearly flows directly out of 2:29.

21 sam GordonlL.iving in the Light 1.2.3 John (Greenville, SC: Trans World Radi®)( 104.

22 John R. W. StotfThe Epistles of JohNTC series (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1964), 118.

2 Gordon Living in the Light 103.

2 Glenn W. Barker, “1 JohnThe Expositor's Bible Commentaf@rand Rapids: Zondervan, 1981 [2001]),
Electronic Ed.



% This very fact is a further proof that the readses children of God: the way in which the worldedmot
recognize them as being on its side is proof they belong to God. I. Howard Marshdlhe Epistles of John
NICNT Reprint ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1984}, 1

% The word “now” fun) is emphatic in this sentence. John is sayingghRhow we are children of God!”

27 John'’s references to Christ’s coming in 2:28 ariffame his references to the new birth in 2:29 ar1. See Dr.
Thomas L. Constablé&jotes on 1 Johthttp://www.soniclight.com/constable/notes/pdf/1jghuf, 2006), 33.

2 Gordon Living in the Light 111.

% The hope of 3:2 challenges the believer to bedikeist now. The sudden switch from the corporaference of
3:1-2 (“we”") to the singular thrust of 3:3 underszpthe importance of the ethical demands whichegdeupon
every believer. The hope of being like Christ ia #nd should inspire Christ-like behavior even nStephen S.
Smalley,1, 2, 3 JohnWBC series (Waco: Word, 1984), 148-149.

30 Although the word “hope”dlpis) is frequent in Paul and in Peter’s writings, tlsishe only time that John uses
the noun.

31 The verb “to purify” hagniz is found only seven times in the NT. It can haitber ceremonial or moral
connotations. So, in John and Acts, it is usedister#ly in relation to ceremonial purification ffo11:55; Acts
21:24, 26; 24:18). However, in Jas 4:8 and 1 P22, hagnizodefinitely denotes moral purification, and thisvkat
it means in this present context where people ptiiémselves in order to be pure as Christ is fbee. Colin
Kruse,The Letters of JohrRillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapidsdians; Leicester: Apollos,
2000), 117.

32 That John speaks of this hope as a purifying li®pee of the reasons we believe the Rapture willpbefore
the Tribulation begins. If the Rapture takes plafter the Tribulation, as many teach, | could waitil the middle
of the Tribulation to start cleaning up my actoltd just wait around until the Man of Sin revehilsiself, and then
| could start getting serious about my Christide. lAfter all, | could count the days until His aaping. It will be
1260 days from the revelation of the Antichrist.

% Vines,Exploring 1, 2, 3 Johnl10.




