“Truth with a Capital ‘T’ (1 John 2:18-27)

[Hand on the Bible] “I swear to tell the truth, thWdole truth, and nothing but the truth, so helpGueal.”
There is no higher object to swear by than by Godgdlf or His Word. Therefore, in a court of law a
Bible would be held up, and the individual testifyiwould place their hand upon the Word and promise
to speak the truth.

As important as testifying truthfully in a courtlafv is, testifying accurately about Jesus Christ His
Word is even more critical. However, today manygea@re suppressing the truth and lying about Jesus
Christ and His Word. As a result, they have no fiomndation and are on very dangerous footing. The
great English writer, G.K. Chesterton (1874-198®@;e said, “When people abandon the truth, thejt don
believe in nothing, they believe amything” This is particularly true in the spiritual realWhen we see
what is happening in today’'s world, we know Chesteis absolutely right. He hits the nail on thade
One of the real dangers facing the church in oyriglaot unbelief, but wrong belief. It is not iliggon,

but heresy. It is not the doubter, but the decéividrerefore, we must be armed with truth to coumtera
the deceptive world views that are being propagtiddy.

In our series through 1 John, we have learnedItewhe importance of experiencing fellowship with
God and man. In our last section, John encouragedth our position in Christ (2:12-14) and warned
against the devil's enticements to worldliness%2t¥). Now, John continues his warning by alertisg
to the deception that characterizes the presenimdelohn 2:18-27, John will sayyhen we know
what's true we can discern what'’s fafse

1. Expect the expecte@2:18-19).In 2:18 John writes'Children, ? it is the last hour; and just as you
heard that antichrist is coming, even now many anthrists have appeared; from this we know that

it is the last hour.” John must have loved to scare people. If he wastbeay, he would probably turn

the lights off in our church, light a candle, anldisper in a frightening voice, “Children, it is thast hour
and antichrists are here” (complete with a siniktegh). “The last houf"does not refer to a 60 minute
period. Rather, it refers to the period that Jesuered our world and extends all the way to Hi®sd
coming at the end of the a§&o “the last hour” has been in effect for ovel0B,§ears. But this should

not cause us to become “soft” and complacent. dagstere should recognize that the end may break upon
us, so we must be ready at all times.

John informs us that we can know we are in theHast because many antichrists have spruntjTiis
also reminds us that the antichrist (capital “A8niot far away. Now the term antichrist simply mean
“against Christ” and describes anyone who oppossssiChrist and what He stands®@ihe Antichrist
will be a demon-possessed, world ruler who willleRanself against God and claim to be God (Dan
11:36-45; 2 Thess 2:3-5). This person will embadlin one person, every hostility toward Chrisitth
ever been expressed in all of the world’s histoFfaroughout history, there’ve been many people wéo’
been precursors to this final antichrist figure i8hget to come: the Roman Emperor Nero, JoseplnStal
Adolf Hitler, in our own time, Saddam Hussein...gehe of these people proved to be the final, cgmin
antichrist. Now this is not an invitation for usgpeculate on who this coming figure might be, beea
the “last hour” could last another 1,000 yearsafiGvants it to. Throughout 2,000 years of church
history, Christians have found it difficult to resthe temptation to speculate on who this anstlisf
Some time ago, | ran across a claim that Barneytheaantichrist. It was suggested that if you ttak
words “Dancing Purple Dinosaur” and added up thmemical value of the numbers, it added up to 666. |
think the claim was a joke, but knowing some Chaisgt, maybe not. All John is saying here is that th
appearance of men and women who oppose Jesus Blaigtecursor of the coming antichrist, thatls al



In 2:19, John writes that these antichrigtent out from us [the apostolic circle, cf. 1:1-5; 4:,@]but

they were not really of us; for if they had been ofis, they would have remainetf with us; but they
went out, so that it would be shown that they all @ not of us.” These false teachers had gone out
from among the apostles, not that they were apotEmselves, claiming that their message was what
the apostles endorsed (cf. Acts 15:1; 2 Cor 1HByever, apparently they never believed in Chist a
their Savior (cf. Gal 2:4, “false brethren secrdtitgught in”). Or, it is possible that these faisachers
were genuine believers, with an uninformed faitdésus! When John writes that these false teachers
were “not really of us,” he could be saying theg dot have apostolic fellowship.

Regardless, there will be many from within the chuwwvho will fail to persevere. It is important to
recognize that Christian perseverance is normahbuinevitable. There are many Christians in ti#eB
who failed to persevere. Jesus and the biblicakveripredict that there will be many more in thieife

that will fall away from the faith. Fortunately, osalvation is not based upon our perseverancg; it
based upon God’s preservation. But don't let thestgkyou from persevering. The rewards are great for
the one that perseveres. Sadly, the loss is a¢stt ty the one who fails to persevere!

The antichrists that left the apostolic circle @am¢hded the church are against Christ when theysecsfo
submit to the apostles and the church. The chugrchlied “the body of Christ” and “the bride of @iy
therefore it is crucial that we not mess with miﬁ;ity.lz Whether a false teacher is a Christian or not, the
end result is brutal: divine discipline for the ibgkr; eternal punishment for the unbeliever.

When | was pastoring in Corvallis, OR, thesus Seminaook hold of Oregon State University. The
leader of this movement was an OSU religion teadhile | was living in Corvallis, | watched an
interview with this man in which he claimed to hdgen an evangelical. He explained that he greim up
a Christian church and believed the Bible as tieedi Word of God. But then he went off to a lidera
seminary and discovered that the Bible was futrobrs—one of them being that Jesus was not talit
and resurrected Son of God.

Now, | do not claim to know for certain where thian will spend eternity. If | had to guess, | would
suggest that he never understood or believed tnglesigospel message and is therefore eternallylfost
perchance he did indeed trust in Christ, then Ildiexpect God to chasten him severely in thisdife in
the next. My job is not to determine the eternatide of false teaches; my job is to keep us frattinfy
prey to them. We must expect false teachers te tgisWe also need to be aware of their teachinds a
counteract them. We then need to expound cardimdl: tJesus is the Christ!

But before we move on, we must understand this:grbatest threat to the church today is not from th
secular world; it is fronwithin the church(2 Cor 11:13-15; 2 Tim 4:2-4) While many of usreébeen
concerned about political parties and liberal mealis primary concern should be with the church.
Where do cults come from? The church! Where ds@st their followers? The church!

False teachers like Jim Jones and Joseph Smit@Gheftian fellowships in order to establish culihat
makes men like this so dangerous is they have ladgye of the feelings of Christians; they know the
lingo and can play on our emotions. So they arergnibe most dangerous. They will say, “l used & fe
the way you do and have the same beliefs you diedérstand exactly how you feel in your infancy, bu
now I've moved on to something more profound. ladvanced; I'm now on the cutting edge.” Precisely
because they can identify with some of the thihgs$ you and | care about, they are more able teidec

If you don't believe that cults are effective atdwing Christians just check the rolls of the Mom

and the Jehovah's Witnesses. | myself know menaamden who are genuine believers who have been
deceived into adopting false teaching. No one mime from this threat. That's why the writers of
Scripture attack it in 24 of the 27 New Testameuls.



[If we are to reject false teaching, we must expleetexpected. John also goes on to tell us to...]

2. Keep the faith(2:20-23).John warned his readers of the danger to thematg fellowship with God
that the teaching of those who denied that Jesihe i€hrist posed. If they rejected the Son, traylct
not expect an intimate relationship with the Fathe2:20 John writesBut you™ have an anointing*
from the Holy One, and you all know.™® In contrast to the antichrists (2:19), faithful ibgkrs were
“keeping the faith.” John even says that they tavéanointing.” If | had a dollar for every timeénave
heard this word used, | would be a rich man. If tmn on Christian television you will hear thatasad
so has “an anointing” or is “anointed.” The terns fi@en abused.

| have a confession to share with you. | have add@d a bit of an addiction to Christian TV.
Unfortunately, | don’t watch it for any real spirdll benefit. Rather, | am fascinated by the entertant.
It's like watching an episode dhe Gong ShowLori gets very angry every time | watch it because
believe that much of the preaching is hereticalllMfeyou watch TBN or Daystar for any length drfne,
you will see an “anointed” preacher carrying a Heeid mic, using a hanky to wipe his brow, running
around whacking people on the forehead. This is tm@Vanointing” is distributed. Now it's unlikely
that | will ever use a sweat cloth or handheld rhig, I'll be glad to whack you on the foreheadafsd
like.© Every time | watch “Christian” television, Lori wts to whack me upside the head. She doesn't
want our children hearing false teaching and slieuss that much of it is blasphemous. | tend teeag

Anyway, the word for anointingchrismg is used only here in the New Testament. It speéksspecial
enablement which comes from the Holy Spirit to discspiritual truth from error (John 14:26; 16:1%).
The moment a person believes in Christ he or spivés this “anointing.”” This is why John can say,
“you all know.”™® Contextually, John is saying that believers kneergthing they need to know to
counteract false teachérsThe reason being: we have a built-in Bible teackan “anointing.”

John continues his argument in 2:21have not written to you because you do not knowthe truth,
but because you do know it, and because no lie isthe truth.” John has great confidence in his
readers. He tells them that they “know” the trthe word for “knowledge”dida) here almost always
refers to “direct insight” into spiritual or divirteuth, although this truth may not yet have been
experienced’ This truth is the result of the teaching and coting ministry of the Holy Spirit. John’s
entire point is: you cannot discern error unless fiist know the truth.

In 2:22-23 John writes\Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesuis the Christ? This is the
antichrist, the one who denies the Father and thed®. Whoever denies the Son does not have the
Father; the one who confesses the Son has the Fathéso.” It is important to note that John does not
say that such a person is “a liar.” He calls supkr@on theliar.” He does this because to misunderstand
the identity of Jesus is the arch ffeThe antichrists lie because they deny that JestheiChrist, God’s
Son, and our Savior (cf. John 11:25-27). This wddde been the position of Jews who rejected Jesus
the Messiah and other false teachers to whom Jafded elsewher& These false teachers all claimed
to have the truth from Gdd.However, John pointed out that since the Son ladrather are one, a
person cannot deny the Son without denying thedrath well (cf. Matt 10:32-33; Mark 8:38; John
12:44-45; 14:10-11%

Let me be very clear: A person cannot worship Gadendenying Jesus’ full deity and full humanity.
There is no relationship with God that bypassessthf you don’t have the Son, forget the Fatfidre
true God is the God and Father of our Lord JesusCH you don’t have Jesus you don't have the
Father, no matter how committed you are to &dthe truth about Christ is the test of all religgéhwe
cannot get to God unless we go through Jesus. dagljs| am the way, and the truth, and the life;

one comes to the Father but through Me” (John 1&&rything in your Christian life must be meashure
by your fellowship with Jesus Christ. Jesus Clisist nonnegotiable.



Of course, in today’s day and age many peoplesaill| am preaching Christian hate, not love. Thidly w
argue, “We need tolerance and love.” Wait a minubelieve we should love all unbelievers. Butdal
believe in loving God'’s children. And | love my igal children. If | say to them, “Stay away fromugd
dealers,” does that mean | hate drug dealers?tieedns | love my children. Drug dealers can dgstro
their lives. And peddlers of false doctrine cantagsChristian lives.

This means that there comes a time when we mustisaainity for the sake of the truth. Sometimes
right belief is more important than cohesion andr@ss. Unity is not the ultimate virtue in the Gfiain
faith. John here is a coconspirator in the sptittif his church because he has stood firm in thté.tr
Certainly he mourned for these people, but he didegret his decisiofl.Likewise, we must stand
strong when it comes to cardinal truths about Jesus

[If we are to reject false teaching, we must expleetexpected and keep the faith. Lastly, we must...]

3. Learn the Word (2:24-27).In 2:24-25 John write$As for you, let that abide in you which you

heard from the beginningli.e., the teaching of the apostles, especialiyrtteaching on the core issue of
the gospel]If what you heard from the beginning abides in ya, you also will abide in the Son and

in the Father. This is the promisé which He Himself[Jesus Christinade to us: eternal life.”Three
times in 2:24 John mentions the term “abidimhn now calls his readers to abide in the trugrishecof
Jesus Christ to enable them to abide in fellowsliip God. Such faithfulness enables us to contibue
abide in fellowship with God. Again, abiding reféosremaining or continuing in intimate fellowship
with God.

A great analogy is marriage. If you are marriedrgthing that you needed in marriage you were gaten
the wedding ceremony. You promised that you wohhte the rest of your life with your spouse, for
better or worse, till death do you part. The ihici@mmitment was all that was required. Then youewe
called to remain or to continue in these vows. @oblem in marriage is that we stop abiding. W@ sto
dwelling in intimacy with each other. We stop hdngrour vows—in sickness and in health. In the same
way, abiding in Christ requires perseverance amsheibment.

In 2:25, John speaks of the “eternal life,” whielsults from an abiding relationship with Jesustrrizte
life is not speaking of deliverance from hell; mthit refers to the very life of God, experiencedearth
(cf. 1 Tim 6:12). Eternal life is not restrictedttee there and then; it is something we can enjdié
here and now. It happens on day one, when the Slgilyt comes to live within us.

In 2:26-27, John concludes his attack on falsetieaownith a warning and a word of encouragement for
his reader? In 2:26 he writes‘These things[2:18-25F° | have written to you concerning those who
are trying to deceive you.”John acknowledges that it is possible for belietetse deceived by false
teaching. If it were not possible, John and theotiblical writers would not have spent so muaheti
warning us. John does not want us to be led adttawants us to walk in truth. There are severalswa
that we can accomplish this:

1. Recognize God's sovereignty in divisioWhile divisions within Christendom create obvious
problems, God causes some good to come out ofblyaming these divisions to clarify doctrinal
differences and deviations from the truth.

2. Prioritize the top three most compromised beligft) The gospel; (2) the authority of Scripture;
and (3) the doctrine of sin. The devil's primaryriwis to attack God’s Word; and these are the
doctrines that the cults and world religions foapsn. This is how you can judge the validity of
other world views.



3. Build a strong eschatological basi&schatology simply means “the study of last thih@his is
why | taught through the book of Revelation soearimy tenure. So much false teaching
centers on Eschatology. If we don’t have a bibligaderstanding of the future we may fall prey
to false teaching.

4. Balance the extremes in Pneumatologye., the study of the Holy Spirit). Some Chasi are
charismatic; some are not. However, we must alidianced. The role of the Holy Spirit is to
glorify Jesus, not to attract attention to Himself.

5. Share fellowship with the right individualdMany of us hang out with people who claim to be
Christians who are terrible influences on our liwé%& must seek to learn the Word so that we
can hold our own with anyone at anytime.

In 2:27, John closes this passage with these pastands:“As for you, the anointing which you
received from Him abides in you, and you have no el for anyone to teach you; but as His
anointing teaches you about all things, and is truand is not a lie, and just as it has taught you,ou
abide in Him.” In this one verse, John uses the word “you” eighés. This is very unusual. John is
making his point with great emphasis! He wantsééglers to understand that they possess the Holy
Spirit, and He is more than able to help them keepourse in the midst of false teaching. Agdime, t
“anointing” is the discernment of the Holy Spirf.(2:20). The readers had within them the Holyi§pi
whose ministry it is to guide believers into allttr and to teach them what God has revealed.
Consequently, they were not dependent upon otlreahueachers, especially the false teachers.

From this verse, some Christians have concludddibahould not listen to any human teacher. That i
not what John said. He wanted his readers to rereethht the Holy Spirit watheteacher, the ultimate
source of illumination. He did not rule out secarydgachers through whom the Holy Spirit works in
teaching. If that had been his view, he would reotehwritten this epistle in which he taught hisdera.
His point was that we should not look to other harbaings as the ultimate source of our learning, an
attitude the false teachers were encouradfi¥f.course the Holy Spirit uses the Word of Gotetach us
(John 16:14-15). John was not saying we can dismard@ibles. Since immature believers need human
teachers (Heb 5:12), though they are not completehendent on them, John’s readers appear to have
been mature in the faitff. God has given human teachers as a gift to Hiscbhiiiph 4:11; 1 Cor 12:28;
cf. Rom 12:7). John’s point is that we do not neelbok to human teachers as oltimate sourcef
learning.

But you may be saying, “I'm not sure | can underdtthe Scriptures. | don’t know Hebrew and Greek.
I've never been to Bible college or seminary.” Jabants us to ask the Holy Spirit to teach us. Hatwa
each one of us to understand the Bible. He dogsnit us to be dependent upon any one person. God
wants us to understand the Scriptures even monavtkavant to understand them. It's not about 1Q.
What you need is humility and a love for JesussHticomplishes more than any seminary degree or 1Q.
The same Spirit that raised Jesus from the deddjiwd you the power to interpret God’s Word. We

can't follow teachers; we must follow God’s Words Auch as | want you to benefit from my teaching, |
don’t ever want you to be dependent upon my tegcHihat would result in laziness. Instead, | wani y

to be dependent upon the Holy Spirit. So...

» Bring your Bible to church. Make sure your wiferis her Bible to church. Help your children
bring their Bible to church. My goal is to help ydearn the Word.” | want you to check what |
preach with the Word (Acts 17:11).

» Pray for divine guidance and wisdom when you stih@yBible. Whenever | study or preach, |
like to say, “I believe in the Holy Spirit.” Thi#minds me of the power source and the Person
who lives within me.



The March, 2006, issue Bfeader’s Digesteatures a cover story on ten money scams to beafalte
seems that the Internet and other modern techresddgive opened many doors of opportunity for con-
artists who are after our money. To avoid beingeaipoff we must stay alert. It's traumatic whereteis
steal our identity and our money, but there is gbing far more traumatic and tragic, namely, when
spiritual con-artists deceive the unsuspecting. Sthkes are much higher than someone’s life savings

If you are a Christian, don’t be deceived or yoll ¢ disciplined by God and severely rebuked at th
judgment seat of Christ. Furthermore, you will leddiresponsible for leading people astray. If ymian
unbeliever, the eternal destiny of your soul iesi! To avoid spiritual deception, we must develop
biblical discernment and be vigilant at all timky weknow what'’s true so that we can discern what's
false”
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Scripture Reading

1 John 2:18-27
Matthew 7:1-5
Matthew 24:5, 24

John 14:26

Acts 20:30

2 Thessalonians 2:1-12
Titus 1:9

Study Questions

1.

John warns us that “antichrists” are popping upedlr the place (2:18-19). This reality could |&ttistians to
become paranoid. What is the difference (if anyjMeen being discerning and being distrustful? \gring to
be distrustful of someone? Why or why not? How kcdevelop discernment without becoming skeptical of
everyone and everything?

Do | know the Bible well enough to recognize fadeetrine when | hear it? Read Romans 16:17 andribfhy
4:16. Do | consistently test what | hear by thel@MRead Acts 17:11; 1 Thessalonians 5:20-22; & 4aly and
Revelation 2:2-3. What plan will | write up to ensuhat | am more biblically literate and prepareduard
myself against false teachers?

Since there are so many views of different docgim®w can | know that | am right? How can | haldat
biblically correct view without becoming arrogafi®w do | determine which doctrines are core doesin
worth dividing over, and which are more periphdra., non-essential)? The Bible commands us njtdge
others (Matthew 7:1). How does this square wittiutiag those who contradict” (Titus 1:9)?

John and the biblical writers emphasize the impmeeof persevering in our faith. How important is
perseverance to me? Do | reflect on my personaleperance? Read Proverbs 24:10; 1 CorinthiansZ¥.24-
Timothy 1:18-20; 2 Timothy 4:6-8; and James 1:16h Pcurrently standing strong in my faith? Read 1
Corinthians 16:13; Ephesians 6:14; and 2 Thessalsr2:15. What one area is keeping me from beiralyh
devoted to Christ? How can | develop greater “stgyiower?” Who can | call upon to help me in thissuit?

John informs us that the Holy Spirit is adtimateteacher (2:20, 27). Do | honestly believe that IGapable of
understanding the Scriptures for myself (2:27; T £6-16; 2 Cor 2:15-18; John 16:13)? Will | begprstrive
to read God’s Word and study to show myself appid@eTimothy 2:15; 3:17)? How will | go about thiB® |
have a plan or a goal? Who will | share this with?



Notes

! Sam Gordonl.iving in the Light 1.2.3 John (Greenville, SC: Trans World Radid)D(85.

2 John probably used a different Greek word traadl&thildren” paidia, also in 2:12) because it implies a child
who learns. His readers needed to learn what hereesaled.

% Technically, the Greek phrasschate horg‘last hour”) is without an article in front of itt can reasonably be
translated “the last hour,” but it can also reabbnbe translated “a last hour,” and in this cdselatter is better.
John is referring to an era of time not a spegédod of time.

* The term “last hour” occurs only here in the NTavréver, the biblical authors also use expressites‘last
days” and “last times” to describe this same pe(sme Joel 2:28; Mic 4:1; Acts 2:17; 1 Tim 4:1;in13:1; Heb
1:2; 2 Pet 3:3; Jude 17-18).

® From other references to “antichrists” in thigdeit is evident that when the writer uses thisntée means the
heterodox ex-members of his own community: those,whone way or another, were denying the truatiteof
Jesus, and the fact of God’s saving activity mediab the world through him. Stephen S. Smalley, 3 John
WBC (Waco: Word, 1984), 101.

® The antichrists are those who oppose Jesus @misHis teachings, not just people who professtthb
Messiah. John R. W. Stofthe Epistles of JOhAMNTC (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1964), 104-105.

7 Jesus will destroy the Antichrist when He retuahthe second coming (2 Thess 2:9, Rev. 19:20).

8 Just since 1945 the list of people that Christtaeee claimed were the antichrist includes Popes?l, John F.
Kennedy, Henry Kissinger, Anwar Sadat, Jimmy Cafemnald Reagan, Pat Robertson, King Juan Carl@paih,
Rev. Sun Myung Moon, and Mikhail Gorbachev. SeehRid Kyle,The Last Days Are Here Agai@rand Rapids:
Baker, 1998), 131-32.

° The term “us” lumon) probably does not refer to the Christian commwattlarge. If these revisionists had left
the churches, they would not have been a problerddion’s readers. Th#hysicalseparation of these men from the
apostles and the faithful eventually illustrateélitidoctrinal separation from them.

% The verbmeno(“remain/abide”) occurs 112 times in the NT (8¢5 by John, 23 times in this letter).

1 Smalley,1, 2, 3 John103. Cf. Zane C. HodgeBhe Epistles of John: Walking in the Light of Gade(Irving,
TX: Grace Evangelical Society, 1999), 109-110.

2|n 1 Cor 3:17, Paul writes, “If any man destrays temple of God, God will destroy him, for the m®enof God is
holy, and that is what you are.”

13 |n the Greek text, the word “youh¢mei$ is emphatic.

4 The false teachers may have been using the wordriing” as a technical term for being initiatedai their
special gnosis, or knowledge. Stdthe Epistles of John The Epistles of Jat®i.

! There is a play on words here in Greek. If theessionists represent the antichristt{christod, now we learn
that John’s Christians bear an anointiolgrismg that can aid and protect theAntichristosandchrismaoriginate
from the same Greek verthrio, “to anoint.” Gary M. BurgeThe Letters of JohiNIV Application Commentary
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996), 128.

1% This seems preferable to the idea that the Wof@aaf is the anointing. See C. H. Dodthe Johanine Epistles
Moffatt New Testament Commentary series (New Yeétarper and Row, 1946), 63. Marshdlhe Epistles of John
155, proposed a similar view, namely, that the Wagdlied by the Spirit constitutes the anointingjck Smalley,
1, 2, 3 John106-7, followed.

" See Rom 8:9; 1 Cor 12:13; cf. Luke 4:18; John 518917, 26; 15:26; 16:13; Acts 10:38; 2 Cor 1:2t-&. Luke
4:18; Acts 4:27; 10:38.

18 The NKJV and KJV render this “you know all thingsut this can be a bit confusing since only Godwa all
things.

19 Naturally, some Christians have more perceptian ithers due to God-given ability, satanic blirsin¢he
influence of human teachers, sin in the life, etc.

2 This is the second use @ifla (the first was in 2:11), a word that John now ukésnore times in the rest of the
letter. It does not refer to experiential knowledgedoeginosko(2:3-4, 12-14).

21 Michael Eaton1.2.3 JohnFocus on the Bible (Scotland: Christian Focu€6)980.

22 Among these were the Gnostics who believed thgtharg material was sinful and therefore Jesusaook have
been God’'s Son. Docetists taught that Jesus wasulpt man and therefore not our Savior. Follcwvefr
Cerinthus believed that Jesus was not fully Godlait God only came upon Him at His baptism anchdeg from
Him before His crucifixion. Glenn W. Barker, “1 Joh The Expositor’s Bible Commentai@rand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1981 [2001]), Electronic Ed.; Raymondvamn, The Epistles of JohAnchor Bible (Garden City, N.Y:
Doubleday, 1982), 112.



% These false teachers were denying that Jesus @htist. This probably was more than a denial Jeatis was the
Old Testament Messiah. The context here, whichrsgteJesus as the Son of God and which closely time
Father and the Son, indicates that these falsbdesdenied the full deity of Jesus Christ. Thayied the
incarnation that God took on human flesh in thginibirth of Jesus. They taught that “the Christfre upon the
human Jesus at His baptism and departed at Hiffigimie. John says that they denied both the Fatimer the Son.
The modern cults all go astray on the person antt wioJesus Christ. They deny His deity and Hisssititionary
death on the cross. They deny the trinity. Sonthed speak in Gnostic fashion of “the Christ withsall.” By
denying the Son of God, they do not have the Fatheéhe words of this apostle of love, they aeedj deceivers,
and antichrists.

24 Some readers have understood the first part ohfh 2:23 to mean that it is impossible for a trieigtian, one
who “has the Father,” ever to deny the Son. Thisrpretation seems inconsistent with other Scrgof@rTim 2:12)
as well as human experience. Genuine Christians dewied Christ, to avoid martyrdom, for examphethle
context John wrote about an abiding relationshifh Wod, not just a saving relationship. So anoéxptanation is
that John meant that whoever denies the Son dddsame the Father abiding in him. In this view, evie denies
the Son does not have an abiding relationship thighFather. This describes all unbelievers ancethetievers who
are not abiding in God. A third explanation is thahn was describing what is typical: typicallyshdaving the
Father do not deny the Son, though there may k&akceptions. However the broad “whoever” in thésse
seems to imply that what John wrote is true oflatefer view two. See also Dr. Thomas L. Congakibtes on 1
John (http://www.soniclight.com/constable/notes/pdf/1jgiuf, 2006), 28.

% The second part of 1 John 2:23 is the positiveltay to the first part. Confessing the Son is diposite of
denying Him. Confessing the Son results in the &aéividing in the confessor. Confessing the Soaluas a
public profession of faith in Him, not just exelioig saving faith in Him (cf. Rom 10:9-10; 2 Cor 3)1

% Let’s apply this lie detector test on Islam. Wtaes Islam say about Jesus Christ? Is He the SGoabr not?

WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

ISLAM CHRISTIANITY
Not the Son of God; just a man The Son of God; equal to the Father
Did not exist in any form before earth Has existed from eternity past
Did not die on the cross Died in our place on the cross
Did not rise from the grave Rose from the grave

What does this passage say about any religiousrayttat denies that Jesus Christ is the Son of Gaathings:
1) Itis alie; 2) it is from the Antichrist. Thatanother way of saying it is from the devil.

2" Burge,The Letters of Johri41.

% This is the only time John used the word “promi@gangelid in all his writings.

29 Barker, “1 John,” Electronic Ed.

% The phrase “these thingsa(ita egrapsprefers to what John has just written in 2:18-Plis phrase is used
throughout the book to refer to the immediatelycpring context (cf. 1:4; 2:1; 5:13).

31 The false teachers appear to have claimed thah@ddnspired them, but He had not. John was wgthis
readers about false teachers who claimed revelaggand what Jesus Christ and the apostles hatittatg need
simply to abide in God and to respond to the Hgiri8s ministry to us (cf. John 15:4-7). John’sginal readers
were doing well in their walk with God. John bedhis section of his epistle (2:12-27) by affirmitingir healthful
spiritual condition (2:12-14). He then warned theintheir spiritual adversaries (2:15-27): the alments of the
world (2:15-17) and the enticements of false teec(i&18-27).

%2 There is a parallel between what John urged hidams to do in this section of his epistle and vithases
commanded the Israelites to do. In both casesdtliedss of God demanded that those who came iptaltsest
and most intimate contact with God, in the Tabdeaad in the church, be holy. Moses advocatedureiag sin,
obeying God, rejecting worldliness, and keepingfttith in the “Covenant Code” (Exodus 20-23; 25;3h§
“Priestly Code” (Exodus 35-Leviticus 16), and théoliness Code” (Lev 17:10-25:55). John similarlgen his
readers to renounce sin (1:8-2:2), to obey God-12)3 to reject worldliness (2:12-17), and to kéep faith (2:18-
27). In both cases the prophet’s concern was tiwsiet believers under their care would be holy at i€boly (Lev
11:44-45; 19:2; 20:7; 1 Pet 1:15-16). Holinessripérative for God’s people to “know,” “see,” andatte
fellowship with” a holy God (cf. Heb 12:10-14). Cziable Notes on 1 Johr29-30.



