“The Good Life?” (1 John 2:12-17)

What is “the good life?” How would you define “tigeod life?” What does it look like? Is it a lot of
success, money, power, and possessions? If sojddigau know when you've arrived? How do you
know when enough is enough? These are perplexiastiqus. Is it possible that there is more tolifés
than attaining “the good life?”

We've been studying our way through the book abtnlJ In this power-packed book, John indicates that
his passion for you and me is to experience las@hgwship and joy in this life (1:3-4). His ergibook
compels his readers to pursue “the good life” Ghadl intends for us.

Thus far in our study, John has written about songoing struggles we face as believers. (1) We
struggle to read and apply the Bible to our li(@3.We struggle with ever-present sin in our livgy.We
struggle with Satan. (4) We struggle to keep Gedimmandments. (5) And we struggle to love one
another with the highest form of love—a love thah seem impossible. These struggles can be so
persistent and so challenging that we can bedmate some doubts about ourselves and our relatppnsh
to God. It is easy to think, “I struggle so muckriamust be something wrong with me. Maybe I'm
missing some secret key that so many other peepla $0 have. Maybe I'm not a Christian after all,
because it doesn’t seem like true Christians wetrlajgle like | do. Maybe the Christian thing didn’
take for me because I'm some special case of ldmaybe you're thinking, “This Christian life iggt
too hard for me. I'm so tired of my struggle wiih.d stepped into the light of God’s presence &nd
revealed so many issues | don't know where to.dt&teasier to hide in the dark. I'll never bdeatn
keep God’'s commandments. I'll never be able to likeeJesus loved. Living the Christian life is
impossible. | give up””

These feelings are quite natural and all too fratjUeortunately, God knows right where we are. o H
inspired the apostle John to provide some mucheteszhssurance to those of us who are discouraged.
This reassurance comes in 1 John 2:12-17 wherewiirargue thathe best defense is a good offense
Thus, we must...

1. Appreciate our spiritual resources(2:12-14).John writes;| am writing to you, little children,
becausé your sins have been forgiven you for His name’s ka. ** | am writing to you, fathers,
because you know Him who has been from the beginmjnl am writing to you, young men, because
you have overcome the evil on&l have written to you, children, because you knowhe Father. |
have written to you, fathers, because you know Hirwho has been from the beginning. | have
written to you, young men, because you are strongnd the word of God abides in you, and you
have overcome the evil one?In these three verse¥phn addresses his readers by three endearing
descriptions: “children>“fathers,” and “young men.” It is important to ogmize that John is not
subdividing his audience according to their phylsaege or spiritual stage. Rather, all three refeesrare
descriptions of John’s readers from different spéi points of view. In other words, as believers we are
all children, fathers, and young mélts as if John is saying, “From whatever persjyecyou look,” or
“in whatever role you play” certain reassuring tisrare true about you as believers.

We might wonder about the word order in addressiedl) little children, 2) fathers, and 3) youngmme
We would expect it to be: little childres young men= fathers, if we were trying to emphasize a
progression in growth. But the word order is swétthup in order to look back at ground already ceder
and look forward to the battle ahead:

» Little children—Forgiveness (1:5-2:2).

» Fathers—Intimacy (2:3-11).

* Young men—Qvercoming the evil one (2:15-27).



Now that we understand the overall flow of thistiet we can break down the particulars of theehre
descriptions. First, we will begin with “[little]hgldren” (2:13a, 13c): Every reader who is a clofdsod
is not only forgiven of their sins (2:13a), but@tgas come to know God in the way John has bekingal
about in 2:8.

We “have been forgiverf What does it mean to be forgiven “for His nameike?” A person’s name
includes his reputation, character, and work.nkhiohn is saying that we are forgiven based on the
character and work of Jesus Christ on the cros&(t8). The basis of our forgiveness is Christ’s
payment, on the cross, for our sins. The verb Heng’ is in the perfect tense. The perfect tensedees
“a present state which has resulted from a pagtratiThe past action happened at a point in tithe;
resulting present state is ongoing. John’s usheperfect tense confirms that there are two aspdct
forgiveness that are true for believers. Therepsiat-in-time aspect and there is an ongoing dspée
point-in-time aspect of forgiveness informs us thtathe moment we believe in Jesus, we are forgiven
and this forgiveness is complete (Acts 10:43). Wiverbelieve in Jesus, we receive remission or
forgiveness of sins. And the basis for our forgessnis Jesus’ name or work, which includes Histdeat
and resurrection for our sins. How many of our siresforgiven? All of them—past, present, and fitur
(Col 2:13). All means all. If you are a believerJ@sus, you will never ever be condemned by God for
your sin. All has already been forgiven. It happktiee moment you believed. We might call this jiedic
forgiveness because it immediately and completedygermanently releases us from the penalty of our
sin before God, our Judge.

But there is also an ongoing aspect to forgivettestswe might call relational forgiveness. Johnaiseof
this ongoing forgiveness in 1 John 1:9, sayingwif confess our sins, He is faithful and rightetous
forgive us our [lit. “the”]sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousnessdtiRnal forgiveness involves
a letting go of relational barriers that standhia tvay of fellowship. The letting go allows thetogation

of harmony in a relationship. Relational forgivemésclosely associated with reconciliation in vihiall
fellowship is restored. In the analogy of God'’s figtmGod's judicial forgiveness enables our point-in-
time adoption, and it's conditioned on our beli@bd’srelational forgiveness enables our ongoing
fellowship, and it's conditioned on our confessidhe shed blood of Jesus is the basis for both.

The problem with positional forgiveness is thatrs@ny people have trouble believing and accepting it
Bible college professor used to drive this poinnieawith his final exam.Before giving the exam, he
told the students to read the exam very carefdipte they began answering the questions. He aldo h
these same instructions written at the top of #@re Then he handed out the exam. It was impossibly
hard. As the students read through the exam vattlifficult questions, you could hear the groarte T
exam seemed impossible to pass.

On the last page, however, there was a note thdt f¥ou have a choice. You can either complete the
exam as given or sign your name at the bottommasd doing receive an A for this assignment.” Wow!
The students sat there stunned. Was he seriousSiglugt and get an A? Slowly it dawned on the
students, so one by one they signed the exam,dtrive and filed out. It took most of the resttbé
afternoon for the students to get over what hadhjappened. Some of them secretly came back to the
professor’s office to ask him if he was really sas.

Later on, he shared with the class some of thdioeeche had received through the years as heikad g
the same exam. There were always students whaootlidlfow instructions and began to take the exam
without reading it all the way through. Some ofrtheould sweat it out for the entire two hours afsd
time before reaching the last page. Their ignoraacesed them unnecessary anxiety.



Then there were the ones who would read the fisttages, become angry, turn in their paper blank
without signing it, and storm out of the room, UBuhbitter at the professor. They never realizecatvh
was available. As a result, they lost out compjetel

One fellow, however, topped them all. He read thteetest, including the note at the end, but he
decided to take the exam anyway. He wanted to shewwrofessor how much he knew, and he didn't
want any gifts. He wanted to earn his grade. AnditieHe made a C+, which was amazing considering
the difficulty of the test. But he could have easihd an A.

This story vividly illustrates many people’s reactito God's solution to sin. Many are like theffirs
group. They spend their lives trying to earn whatytdiscover years later was freely offered to tiieen
whole time. They spend years sweating it out, abwagndering if God is listening to their pleas for
forgiveness, always wondering if they have fingllyshed Him too far. They hope God has forgiven
them; they suppose He has. They do all they knogetdorgiven. But insofar as God is concernedy the
do not want to be presumptuous. So they live fhais with doubts.

Many people respond like the second group. Thely &adsod’'s standard—moral and ethical
perfection—and throw their hands up in surrendéfhy even try?” they ask themselves. “l could never
live up to all that stuff.” They live the way th@lease, not expecting anything from God when they d
Often they decide there is no God. Their acknowdeldgability to live up to His standard drives theam
this conclusion. Instead of living under constaneisgure and guilt, they choose to completely abando
the standard. What a shock it will be for them wiiey stand before God and understand for the first
time what was available had they only asked.

Then there is the guy who took the test anywayeénpeople like him all the time who are unwillitog
simply receive God'’s gift of forgiveness. Strikingt to do it on their own, they strive to earn egiou
points with God to give them the right to look heir own goodness as a means of pardon and
forgiveness. They constantly work at “evening tbers” with God through their good works. “Sure, |
have my faults,” they say. “But God does not expestone to be perfect.”

When it comes to forgiveness, there is no roonbf@sting in one’s own ability. As we will see,
forgiveness is not a team effort. It is not a matfeGod’s doing His part and us doing ours. Unlike
professor’s test, in God’s economy anything less th00% is failing.

When you go into battle, our enemy, the devil, willto get you to wallow in the past. He will tiy get
you to focus on your past sins, your failures. Milsweaken you when it comes to facing the world
with its many temptations. So John reminds hiseeathat they have been completely forgiven. They
stand before God in their position in Christ, absglly purified and secure. Their relationship &real.

Second, John discusses “fathers” (2:12b, 14) wive bame to know God well, in intimate fellowship.
These men (and women) have grown in their lovdiogiship with Jesus. They have learned to practice
His presence and continually abide in Him.

When | was in my senior year of Bible college, member one particular chapel service. It was a snen’
chapel, the ones that | hated the most. (I wasgatyt Lori at the time.) | don't recall a wholé &f

what happened during this chapel, but | do rememlogican Sprague, the RD, posing the following
guestion: “Do you love Jesus Christ more today y@mndid when you first enrolled at Multnomah?” |
confess this was a hard question for me to andweanted to immediately say, “Well, yes. I've leach
Inductive Bible Study, Greek, Theology, and Biblkve Jesus more than when | first arrived.” But
when | reflected on this matter, | began to agoimizay spirit. | realized that | was equating ifgetual
knowledge with experiential knowledge.



This is a great danger that we face as a churéhelsy to assume that we “know” Christ becauseeswe
receiving plenty of head knowledge. But head knodgdedoes not make one intimate with Christ. This is
only true of experiential knowledge—the kind thaegs God (2:3-4). Thus, it is crucial for us to ask
ourselves, “Am | growing? Am | making progress? Wdrzas of my life can | point to that are bearing
further Christ-likeness?”

Lastly, John speaks of “young men” (2:13b, 14b)e featuring disciples have had victories over Satan
and have grown strong by abiding so that theirovies are renowned. The “wicked one” refers to Bata
Once again, the verb “overcome” is in the perfenose, and once again we have the point-in-time
perspective and the ongoing perspective on overapriirom the point-in-time perspective, the moment
we believe in Jesus we have overcome the wickedndéhis world over which he temporarily holds
sway. You see, Satan’s objective is to keep us frasting Christ, to keep us from eternal life.\@zen

we believe, we overcome Satan. His accusationsisigaé no longer stand. He can no longer possess us
He cannot destroy us. We overcome Satan and hid @o#4). So if you have believed in Jesus, youehav
already won the spiritual war.

Nevertheless, this does not mean that there wilbnger be spiritual battles. Indeed, our spiritual
struggles are ongoing and need to be overcome,tewagh our ultimate victory is assurédur

spiritual battle with Satan and his demons is omgioSatan is out to discourage, deceive, and desail
But God equips us to keep on overcoming, both nuavia the future. The last part of 2:14 tells usvho
God equips us. It sayd,have written to you, young men, because yousaieng, and the word of God
abides in you, and you have overcome the evil dBeifig “strong” is not something we have to muster;
it's the power of God in us (4:4). As believers, ave strong because we have the all-powerful Gakeof
universe living inside us. Another key to overcogis abiding in God’'s Word. All mature Christiang a
“Bible Christians.” Show me a person who has thegyoof God, and | will show you a person who is
committed to the consistent reading of the WorGo#l !

The Christian life is not a perpetual Sunday scipomiic! It is an intense battle with the enemyaf

souls, who seeks to devour us (1 Pet 5:8). Tharefoe must always be on guard floe best defense is a
good offensewith God indwelling us, we are fully capable @irtg anything God calls us to do. We
have overcome, and we can continue to overconfeeimidst of our struggles. Ultimately, we can never
be defeated; we can only be deceived. And bechesdeinger is deception, we need to continuallywene
our minds with the truth of God’s Word. And thigle truth: Though our struggles are ongoing our
victory is assured. We are forgiven. We know Godd Ave have overcome.

[Building a strong defense demands appreciatingspiritual resources, but we must also...]

2. Guard our spiritual resources(2:15-17).John writes,'Do not love the world nor the things in the
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the &ther is not in him.” The present tense command,
“Do not love the world” can be translated, “Stopitg the world!” This suggests that John’s Christia
readers were to some extent caught up in lovingvthréd. They were acting in a way that was
inconsistent with their relationship with Christevkhust be very careful not to assume that thise\vsrs
written for someone else (e.g., my unbelieving hegg or my neighbor in church). The truth of the
matter is: it is quite possible for believers teddhe world. That's why John commands his Christia
readers to “stop loving the world.” Now once weimade the decision to stop loving the world, we must
fight to maintain our choice against the strongentrof the world. It is an ongoing batfe.

What is the world? We talk about the world of spomieaning a system of ideas and activities of leeop
who are involved in sports. We talk about the warigholitics, meaning an attitude, a system, ard th
activities of people who are involved in politi®®hen the Bible tells us, “Do not love the world, s
talking about an arrangement of things or a systernis opposed to Gdd.



When John writes]f anyone loves the world, the love of the Fattsanot in him,” he is not referring to
the salvation of his readers. He is simply sayhra such a believer does not love Gbdihe love of the
world will drive out love for God® Hence, he or she is not experiencing intimatefethip with God;
for love is capable of only one primary focis.

Suppose | come home one night and tell Lori thetvie a sweetheart on the side. How would she
respond? Not well. | can tell you this: | would dead after uttering those words. And I'm not spegki
figuratively. But if Lori allowed me to live, whdtt| engaged her in dialogue and explained, “Ohnélg
it's not so bad; I'm going to split time betweertthof you, fifty-fifty.” How will Lori feel about his
arrangement? Now suppose | say, “I tell you whkiigd the extra mile. I'll just give her one daweeek,
and you can have the other six.” Would Lori gotfmt? Not on your life! She would try to separate m
head from my body. She will not share me with arnlybd

Now here’s the question: Does God have feelingsitgense than our spouse? Of course not! Yet many
Christians don't even split time with God and therld. They pay their respects to God on one dahef
week (and only part of that day), while they deubie other six days of the week to the world. Newt i
possible to live such a life and still go to hee®/@f course, it is. We can do nothing to deserve ou
eternal life. Worshipping God seven days a weeltdcnat open the gates of heaven for us. But liiing
days of the week for the world and one day of tkekvfor God will not endear us to His heart. Ineoth
words, we will not be very close to Him. He woreef loved by us; therefore, why should He manifest
His love for us? That's what this letter is all abe-getting close to God. It won't happen if we toy

love God and the world at the same time.

Now before we go on, we need to understand thatre/eommanded not to love the world but we are
never told not to love life! Typically, Christiamse known for what we are against. While God ddesn’
want us to wink at sin and welcome worldly influeaénto our lives, He also doesn’t want us to be a
group of pharisaical zealots that don’'t know howeitgile and enjoy ourselves.

Like most children, our three children like to teli their siblings. On Friday night when we wer@im
van, Jena reported Justin’s bad behavior. Lori fzéd, “Jena, you don’t need to worry about Justi.
doesn’t need your help to get him in trouble. Hedjist fine on his own. You just need to take cére
yourself. I'll take care of Justin.”

John continues his thought in 2:16 by further eixyntg himself:“For all that is in the world, the lust
of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the bo&gtpride of life, is not from the Father, but is from
the world.”*® Let’s take a close look at these three areas.

» Lugt of theflesh: This has to do with craving or desiring pleasitte the pursuit of pleasure. It's
easy to think of pleasure pursuits that would bdalsly worldly, such as being involved in
sexual immorality or substance abuse. But therglagsure pursuits that are easier to hide or
more socially acceptable. We think we deservevtodomfortably. We deserve to be married.
We deserve to own a nice home in a nice neighbokhéMe deserve to be happy. We deserve to
drive a nice car. We deserve to be pain free. Véerde to have a nest egg for retirement. We
deserve stability and safety. We deserve to avaidlict. We deserve to avoid anything that
would push us out of our comfort zone, even ifiittsa good cause. And we count getting all
these things we think we deserve as the way Gadédeour efforts.

An area that is particularly convicting to me istefdng sports on TV. “If somebody offered you
$2 million, could you give up sports for two yedr$his was the question a sports radio station
recently asked its listeners. No games on TV, raaliin person. No sports page. No ESPN
highlight films. No Tuesday morning arguing aboudMay Night Football. One fan phoned in



and said no, he would definitely not give up sportt even for $25 million. “It's where | turn
when | pick up the paper in the morning,” he sditk where | go when I'm on the Internet. It's
what | watch on television. It's what | listen ta the radio in the car. Everywhere | go, it
surrounds everything | dd¥

Potato chips, cheese curls, and candy may be sbyaeiofavorite things to eat, but for a few
mule deer in Arizona’s Grand Canyon National PHrkse foods proved to be deadly. Park
rangers had to kill over two dozen mule deer bez#lusy became hooked on junk food left by
visitors to the park. Once they get a taste oftigar and salt, the deer develop an extreme
addiction and will go to any lengths to eat onlgljdood. The result is the animals ignore the
food they need, leaving them in poor health antheredge of starvation. Because of junk food
cravings, the deer lose their natural ability tgedit vegetation. One park ranger called the junk
food “the crack cocaine of the deer world.” Scriptwarns us of the dangers of developing a
craving for the things of this world. Such a dieeks us from hungering for the things of Gbd.

» Lust of the eyes: This has to do with wanting things we see but dbate (e.g., greed,
covetousness, materialism). The most common, cqurary manifestation of the lust of the
eyes is materialism. If | see it, | must have itvihdon't misunderstand me, there is nothing
wrong with money. We must have money to live. Bt Bible says, “For the love of money is
the root of all evils” (1 Tim 6:10a NET). Nothing wrong with getting money, but the world
takes a normal desire and wants us to become dls@ssise unjust methods of attaining it.

» Boadtful pride of life: This has to do with wanting to enhance our imaghé eyes of others
(i.e., status, position, egotism, self-centerednéiss being concerned about our image. It's being
driven by what people think of us. The pride of liefers to boasting about self, possessions, and
accomplishments. The person who thinks he has éneaglth and property to protect himself
and insure his security has no need for God (othémy outside himself}*

| was talking to my next door neighbor about highaol reunions and we concluded that they
are all about “I'm doing this.” “I make this muchomey.” “I live in this size house.” “I drive this
type of car.” “I'm married to...” Reunions can be ipail.

You may be thinking, “Is it wrong to enjoy pleaskitéls it wrong to enjoy our possessions?” “Is it

wrong to enjoy it when other people think highlyusf?” “Is it wrong to enjoy the material perks?”
Absolutely not. Here's the point: We can enjoy théot we should never enthrone them. To enthroae th
things of the world is to make them our priorityy @nthrone the things of the world is to arrange ou
lives around the pursuit of them. To enthrone tiegs of the world is to serve theém.

In our final verse, John highlights the brevityiitd. John writes; The world is passing away, and also
its lusts; but the one who does the will of God Ie€? forever” (2:17).John argues thatkey reason to
obey God’s commandments is the transitory natuthisfworld and its lusts. If we love the worldtbe
things in the world, we will lose them all at deati that the worldly person lives for is gonean
instant and means nothing in light of eternity. iifeve have attained our worldly desires, whatdyace
they at death? But if we do God’s will, we will dbiwith Him in heaven throughout all eternity!

The will of God is everything that God makes knaams by the Word and by the Spirit, as being His
will for our lives?* What are some practical examples of doing thel ‘afiGod?® Here are just a few:
1. Finding a spouse without premarital, physical imeohent (1 Thess 4:8).
2. Staying in a difficult marriage when your emotiare screaming at you to run away.
3. Not being dishonest and unethical in your busieess though it would mean a lot
more money in your pocket.



4. Not taking that promotion which would double yoatasy but would also cut your
family time in half.

5. Not cheating on the test even though it would lyelp get a better grade.

6. Honoring your mother and father even though thias seem so old fashioned and
out to lunch.

7. Giving the gift of love to a child who seems impbsgsdifficult.

We must remind ourselves again and again that hefvGod is eternal. Beauty is fleeting. It fadegh
the passing of time. Wealth is uncertain becausealue of stocks can rise and fall. Fame is stk
Popularity is precarious. If | want to invest miglin something permanent and not passing, soméhow
need to connect my life to God, who is eternal, peoble, who last forever. To be consumed with this
life is to be unprepared for the next. What a tdgg® invest our resources in what will not last.

In 1988, a native Iranian was expelled from hisntou For eleven years this man was without a agunt
For eleven years he lived in a Paris airport. Hfmpassport. He had no citizenship. He had nergap
that enabled him to leave the airport or fly totheo country. After being expelled from Iran he gast
away from Paris, France, because he lacked docati@mtHe said his Belgian-issued refugee document
had been stolen. He flew to England but was desity and sent back to Paris. When he was retumed
the Paris airport in 1988, airport authoritiesalal him to live in Terminal 1, and there he stafgrd

eleven years, writing in a diary, living off of tdwuts from airport employees, cleaning up in tmpaat
bathroom.

Then in September 1999 the situation reversed.chranthorities presented this man with an
international travel card and a French residenesnjteSuddenly he was free to go anywhere he wanted
But when airport officials handed him his walkingpers, to everyone’s surprise, he simply smiled,
tucked the documents in his folder, and resumetingrin his diary. They found he was afraid to leav
the bench and table that had been his home foerlgwars. As the days passed and he refused &\ leav
airport officials said they would not throw him aftthe airport, but they would have to gently and
patiently coax him to find a new horffe.

Can you imagine a more unnatural home than anréfrtas bustling, it is interesting, and it iscd like
our world, but it is not home. Most of us would eeeonsider living in an airport, yet we live oivels
with an airport mentality. We fly through life newecognizing what the good life really is.

If you have never placed your faith in Christ, hitdlame you for being worldly. | do not blame yfmx
getting all you can out of this world, because thithe only world you are ever going to have.déyare
not a Christian, all the heaven you will ever gati yare going to get on this earth and then it iego
forever. | want to introduce you to a better wdfld.
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Scripture Reading

1 John 2:12-17

1 John 4:4; 5:19
Ephesians 6:10-13
Matthew 6:19-24
Romans 12:1-2; 13:14
Galatians 6:7-10
James 4:1-10

Study Questions

1.

Every Christian has been freely forgiven by God 22: Do | believe | have been forgiven by God? Véhy
why not? When have | sensed God'’s forgivenesspimfound way? Am | guilty of exhibiting a “ho-hum”
attitude toward God'’s forgiveness? Why? What cda to change this mindset?

Those who have believed in Christ as Savior haea lpalled to “know” Him intimately (2:13-14). To wh
degree can | say | know Christ? Do | know Chrigtdyethis year than | did last year? If so, whalt tie this
spiritual growth? How would | advise others to griomtheir Christian maturity?

Christians are expected to overcome the evil orf8(24). Have | been defeated time and time agaiBdian?
Why do | continue to lose battle after battle whteemwar has been won? Read 1 John 4:4. How caerlray
battle plan so that | can regularly overcome thengnof my soul?

John commands Christians to stop loving the w&id%). Does “not loving the world” mean that itwsong
for a Christian to seek to succeed in businesscareer? Why or why not? How can we who live itugifice
know when enough is enough? How do we choose aigshie level of luxury?

John discusses three enemies that every Christigh lmattle: the lust of the flesh, the lust of dyes, and the
boastful pride of life (2:16). To fight off thesaamies requires a strong defense. Am | ignorind-tird in my
quest for security in my finances, relationshigeslule, and priorities? Am | preoccupied with whsttould
not have (immorality) or do not have (materialistA)f | living my life so that | have something todst about
to men rather than to God?

What does it mean to give something or someonegirsrity in my life? On a scale of 1-10 (10 beitig
highest), how high of a priority is my relationshifth God? What people or pursuits do | give a Sigant
amount of time, energy or thought to (e.g., jolmifg, money, prestige, recreation, TV, etc.)? Wplate of
priority does God occupy in my life in relationtttese other activities? How do Jesus’ words in Matt6:33
relate to my actual priorities?



Notes

! Bob Kerrey, “How to Experience God More Fully: Wmetanding Your Position in Christ, Part 1

A Study of 1 John 2:12-14http://www.moonvalleybible.org/sermons/2004-12-12)Jdhn_02_12-

14 Transcript_Christian_Life.doc

2 The Greek particlaoti (“because”can have either a causal or declarative senselamdcould have intended
both meanings. However the causal meaning seelhstadnger. Dr. Thomas L. ConstabMgtes on 1 John
(http://www.soniclight.com/constable/notes/pdf/1jgiulf, 2006).

® The phrase “the evil onés used in John 17:15 as a reference to Satam 8aadso the referent here and in the
four other occurrences in 1 John (2:14; 3:12; 5119,

* In many ways this is a difficult text to undersdait raises several questions: (1) Why does Jslerf'write” in the
present tense three times and then shift to thstdbree times? (The NIV obscures this, transtptirem all the
same.) (2) Why does he use different terms forlicbn?” (The NIV also obscures this; | recommerat fou use
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should be noted that there are dissimilarities wé@mparing these passages with 1 John 2:16. Thierafds
difficult to say for certain if these passages warelohn’s mind.
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