“Built to Last” (2 Timothy 3:14-17)

What is your most prized material possession?deeth gift that you have been given that is espgcia
meaningful to you? If your house was burning dowd wour family was safe, what would you want to
run in and take out? If you were relegated to &ded island, what one possession would you watht wi
you? Three of my favorite possessions are: my glitg stationary recumbent bike, and my computer.
If I had to choose my most valuable material pasises | would choose my glider, which was a giétrfr
my parents when | graduated from seminary. Thideglhas thirteen years of use and abuse and has
traveled over 2,000,000 miles. (It's a good thingtthe frame has a lifetime warranty!) | can’t gire
our house without it.

As valuable as my glider is there is another paggeghat is even more valuable to me—my Biblés It
through my Bible that | hear God speak directlyn®. It is my Bible that feeds my heart, soul, ariddn
It is my Bible that is my daily food and drink.ist my Bible provides me comfort and direction irstlife
and assurance and hope for the next life. Sadgn géwugh | would vehemently argue that the Bible i
my most prized material possession my life doeglwtys show this to be true. Nevertheless, ités th
passion of my life to be a man of God’s Word. | kniiis is your passion is well. As a church, ogiomn
is to transfer truth to the next generation. Weehavour step vision strategy: learn the word, thelife,
love the body, and lead the world. The first meafreccomplishing our vision is to “learn the Wordf.”
we fail in this first and most important step, vannoot fulfill our vision. In 2 Timothy 3:14-17, Pau
states, Scripture transforms not merely inforrhin these four verses, Paul provides two tips tiid
enable you to be a transformed believer.

1. Remain in God’s Word(3:14-15).In these first two verses, Paul reminds Timothy tha key to
Christian growth is persevering in God’s Word. Tugbout much of 1 and 2 Timothy, Paul warns
Timothy not to be led astray by false teachersalde urges Timothy to prepare for persecution. The
means to avoiding heresy and enduring trials &aad firm and continue in God's Word. Verse 14
begins with an emphatigou” (cf. 3:10). Paul is snapping Timothy to attentibl® wants young

Timothy to know that he is speaking directly to hifhis is a helpful reminder to you and me. When th
Word is preached, it must be direct and intenselggnal! While it's more socially acceptable to thee
word “we” when preaching, “YOU” is far more effeadi. If | use the term “we,” it's easy for you tdrtk

I’'m talking to the person sitting next to you. Bulhen | use the term “you,” it's more difficult fgou to
evade the Spirit’s conviction. This principle abgaplies to personal Bible study. When you are sipgnd
time in God’'s Word, there are two primary questitivet you must ask: Lord, what do You want to teach
meabout You? And, Lord, what do You want to teashabout me? Always remember, Bible study must
be personal. When it is for your personal benifitjll become beneficial for others.

Now back to 3:14a where Paul writ€¥pu, however, continue in the things you have leared and
become convinced of.'Please circle the wortontinue” in your Bible. It is the key word in our
passage. It means “to abide or remain.” It is agmetense imperativengné that calls for a constant and
continual way of life. This means that month-in-andnth-out, year-in-and-year-out, you remain faithf
to God’'s Word. This may sound like an easy taskan assure you, it is not; many have failed. Elsxah
Paul tells Timothy that some have refused to “figjiet good fight, keeping faith and a good cons@gnc
rather they have “rejected [this] and suffered sihgek in regard to their faith” (1 Tim 1:18-19). ldkso
predicts that “in the later times, some will falvay from the faith, paying attention to deceitfpirdgs and
doctrines of demons” (1 Tim 4:1). These verses ptghemind you that one of the severest tests of a
believer's character and loyalty is to continu&iod’s Word, in the midst of a world filled with &
doctrine. It is no small feat to continue in the MloYet, God will judge you by how you finish. Ayeu
committed to running the race? Have you made up yond by God'’s grace that you are going to
persevere? Will you make that commitment today?



Paul describes the truths he had instructed Timiatlepntinue in asthe things you have learned and
become convinced of *There is an important distinction between “learnadd “convinced,” for the

first denotes content, but the second, convicflamothy had not onlylearned” the truth, but he had
“become convinced”of it. The important insight to note here is thahothy checked things out for
himself! What he learned he then went on to confiersonally (cf. Acts 17:11). The difference betwee
the things we “learn” and those Wigecome convinced of”is that we hold the former while the latter
holds us! Until God’s Word becomes not just somrmgghive hold, but rather something that holds us, our
Christian living will be anemié.

In 3:14b-15, Paul provides three reasons why Tisnothst continue in God’s Word. First, Timothy
must continue in the Word because he learnededttlrfrom the apostle PatiPaul writes‘knowing *
from whom you have learned (3:14b).The word“whom” (tinon) is a masculine, plural pronoun.
Therefore, this word can’t refer to Paul alone.&p¢halso taught Timothy. We’'ll see whom in 3:15t Fo
the moment, it is critical to understand that yaanrmot understand God’s Word in a vacuum. You need t
take advantage of the knowledge and insight ofrdikBevers. Do you have a person in your life Wo
presently helping you grow in your love for God’ki? If not, why not? Have you prayed for a spaitu
man or woman to come alongside you and help ygouim Christian growth? Is there a man or woman
that you need to ask to mentor you? Mentoring hasged my life. | have peers and mentors who
disciple me in God’'s Word. | need this! You do tforou want to grow and continue in the Word, you
must be challenged and led by at least one maglievbr. Today, will you commit to finding that
mentor? Will you also commit to being a biblicalm@ to someone else? Today, will you pray for a
Paul and look for a Timothy?

Second, Timothy must continue in God’s Word becdngskearned it from his immediate family. In 2
Tim 1:5, we read that, before Timothy learned fieaul, he was taught by his grandmother, Lois asd hi
mother, Eunicé.Paul recounts this for Timothy in 3:1%om childhood you have known the sacred
writings.” The word“childhood” refers to either an unborn child or an infafthe point being, Lois and
Eunice taught Timoth§the sacred writings” (i.e., Old Testament Scripturésyhile he was still in the
womb or shortly thereafter! These godly women dillés head and his heart with God’s Word. The
Christian world owes these two heroines of thénfaitremendous debt of gratitude, for who can pbssi
calculate the number of lives that have been chgdld and strengthened over the centuries because of
Timothy and the two letters written to him? Havel yxpressed your appreciation to your parents or
grandparents for the spiritual heritage they hafteybu? This afternoon, will you call them or verthem

a card and simply tell them how much you apprecdlzde legacy?

We must recognize that God can profoundly usertfieence of a mother and grandmother to forge a
godly legacy. We must elevate and affirm thesesriighe church. The Christian mother or grandmothe
who is committed to her high calling is an awesaemapon in the hand of God, for she is producing
polished arrows for His sturdy bow. Ladies, pledgeot minimize your role. Research indicates that
most boys are closer to their mothers than to théiers. So mothers, take advantage of your oglstip
with your son. Teach him the Word and help him gepivitually. Grandmothers, your grandchildren
may be more prone to listen to you instead of thaients. Use this to your advantage and teach them
Word of God. Model it before them and speak it ithieir lives. You will leave a lasting legacy ifyalo.

Before entering pastoral ministry, a former co-varrind seminary graduate told me that he didn'twan
to push his faith on his kids. Instead, he wanhedt to come to their own conclusions. Whateverdmu
do not make this same mistake. Someone will inflegrour children and grandchildren. It can be you o
it can be a peer that may have a detrimental effamir children and grandchildren will be influeddey
something. It can be the Word or it can be the mddke Joshua, we must be bold and courageous
enough to say, “But as for me and my house, wesgitve the Lord” (Josh 24:15).



Third, Timothy must continue in God’'s Word becaiiseill enable him to make wise ethical choices
(3:15b). Paul writes that the Scriptufase able to give you the wisdom that leads to sadtion

through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” The phraséare able to give you wisdom® means “to give the
ability to live skillfully.” God’s Word enables bielvers to “live life skillfully.” The“salvation” (soterig
spoken of here must refer to more than deliver&mmre hell, for this had already been accomplishred i
Timothy (2 Tim 1:9)° Here,“salvation” is equivalent to growth and maturity (i.e., safiwtion). Paul is
saying that the Scriptures have the power to peolifd-changing wisdom, which if properly appliediw
save us from the power of &lrand the peril of false teaching (cf. 3:13).

[Paul's first exhortation is to remain in God's WloiT his is critical if you are to persevere in your
Christian life and ministry. In his second exhaaatPaul says...]

2. Train in God’s Word (3:16-17).In these next two verses, Paul says that the Bitideth inspired and
useful. These verses are the strongest statemte Bible about itseff: In 3:16, Paul affirms thatll
Scripture is inspired by God.” He doesn’t say “some” Scripture or “most” Scrijgtuine saySALL
Scripture.” The word“Scripture” (graphé specifically refers to the Old Testament. Howeired, Tim
5:18 Paul usegrapheto refer to quotations from both the Old and Nexgtaments (Deut 25:4; Luke
10:7). In 2 Pet 3:16, Peter also calls Paul’s ngii “Scripture.*? This means that God has inspired every
biblical book, including Leviticus and Numbers. Byevord and every idea is “inspired by Gdd\t is
worth noting the phrasénspired by God” comes from a single Greek wottiéopneustg$’ that means
“God-breathed” (see ESV and NIV; cf. Gen 2:7; P$B3The Scriptures were written by men, but only
“as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet J:Z1Therefore, God’s Word can be trusted
unreservedly as the final authority on whatevediresse¥ Have you come to the place of absolute
conviction that the Bible is God’'s Word? Think tkfisough very carefully. Don’t immediately say
“Yes.” Are you willing to submit to the Scriptures the final authority in every area of life andtlime?

Paul writes that the God-breathed Scripture$pnafitable” *” or “useful” (NIV) for four specific tasks:

* First, Scripture is profitable fdteaching.” This is a mandatory use of God’s Word (cf. Acts
2:42). The Word must instruct us! My greatest pryomust be to teach and preach the Word.
One of your highest commitments must be to corptyait under God’s Word and let it
transform you (Col 1:28). But listening to corper&taching is not enough.

« Second, Scripture is profitable faeproof.” The word‘reproof” *® means “to reprove or

convict.” It is to show us when we've departed frira path of righteousness. The Word of God
is a faithful, two-edged sword, which ruthlesslyscacross many of our actions and attitudes
(Heb 4:12-13). We must be willing to undergo thisree surgery if the Great Physician would
heal us. Woe to the man who never winces undanfhence of God’s Word, for he has
deceived himself about his true spiritual conditidhis is the other side of teaching. As believers
we must use the Scriptures to expose the errdedsaf teachers. We must also use the Scriptures
to reprove ourselves.

» Third, Scripture is profitable fdicorrection.” The word for‘correction” is a companion of
“reproof,” but emphasizes the behavioral side ofgh. For instance, the Scriptures not only say,
“He who steals must steal no longer,” but addgh&ahe must labor, performing with his own
hands what is good, so that he will have somettdrghare with one who has need” (Eph 4:28).
The first part of this verse may be consideredreprbof,” whereas the second part is
“correction.” The word literally means “to restdrean upright state” (cf. 2:13y.The Scriptures
not only show us where we've fallen, but also howéet back on our feet. They point the way
back to the path of righteousness and seek ouk geiiarn. Have you stumbled in your
relationship with God? If so, God wants to resiaa.



» Finally, Scripture is profitable fdtraining in righteousness.” The word that is translated
“training” (paideig originally referred to “the rearing of a child3od’s Word was not given
simply to increase our knowledge, but mostly teatfour character and conduct. The Word has
its full effect upon us only when it produces axgfarmed and righteous life. It is worth noting
that all four of these words involve a change feffi What a reminder: Knowledge that does not
change one'’s life is useless. How fully functiohalie you allowed the Scriptures to be in your
life? It has well been said thiaachingtells us what is righteprooftells us what is not
right, correctiontells us how to get right, arichining tells us how to stay rigft.

This leads us to 3:17. When all is said and doiatus the ultimate purpose of God’s Word? Paul
explains that we are to train in God’s Wdésth that the man of God may be adequate, equippedif
every good work.” Though we cannot see it in English, Paul usesfowas of the Greek word for
“complete”: the adjectivéadequate” and the participléequipped.”? These two words form a play on
words. The adjectivéadequate” or “complete,”"means “to be fit, sufficient, and complete—ableteet
all demands.” We might translate the wordplay ast# complete and completely equipped for every
good work.” Note carefully that Paul did not sagtttkbod’s Word is adequate for “many good works,” or
even, “most good works,” btevery good work.” We should not study the Scriptures to simply inseea
our knowledge or to help us win arguments. We shetudy the Scriptures so that we will know how to
do God'’s work in the world. Knowledge of God’s Wasthot useful unless it strengthens our faith and
leads us to dtevery good work” (cf. Eph 2:10%*

The phraséthe man of God” refers specifically to Timoth§”. Timothy is to immerse himself in the
Scriptures so that he is fully equipped. This &lae application to you and me. Paul’'s expectaddhat
every person reading this letter will put theséhstinto practice and become a person super-quipped
God’'s Word. God’s man or woman is, first and forstna man or woman of the Word. The Bible
thoroughly equips us for ministry. This means, lo& dther hand, that if you do not thoroughly knbe t
teaching of the Bible you are not thoroughly eqeihp

Several years ago when | was in Russia, my trayg@artner, Dr. Paul Benware, brought some Maxwell
House instant coffee. Every morning, he and | waalke a packet of this coffee and drop it into ayrafi
boiling water. Dr. Benware explained to me thadlild make the coffee strong or weak. The difference
would be found in the number of times | dippedpheket into the water. Since we both like strong
coffee, we would dip that packet in the water agaid again. The result was that the coffee would
permeate the hot water, bringing out all the padéftagrance and flavor. Consider the difference
between a strong and a weak cup of instant Maxdalise coffee. The same ingredients—water and
coffee—are used for both. The difference is thatdfnong cup of coffee results from the packetdpein
immersed in the water longer, allowing the waterertome to get into the coffee and the coffee thio
water. The longer the steeping process continhessttonger the cup of coffee. In the same way, the
length of time we spend in God’s Word determines deeply we get into it and it gets into us. The
longer we are in the Word, the “stronger” we become

In an interview, Billy Graham was asked this quasti'If you had to live your life over again, what
would you do differently?” To this question, mo$tus would expect Graham to say, “l wish | had been
able to preach more evangelistic crusades,” olishwwould have spent more time with my family.”
However, Graham responded, “One of my great reigétet | have not studied the Scriptures enough.
wish | had studied more and preached less. Peapke fressured me into speaking to groups when |
should have been studying and preparing.” This mgply is surprising, fascinating, and convicting
This response reminds us of what is ultimately irtgod in life. One day you will stand before the
judgment seat of Christ. On that day, | would Hateyou to say, “l wish | had read the Bible mor#ay
we take Dr. Graham'’s words to heart and be a paoptesoak in God’'s Wortf.



Spend time alone in God’s Word his past week, Theo Yu (one of our members), tadckhat he
typically reads through the Psalms every monthhatebeen doing this for years. Theo is a PK (pastor
kid) with a rich biblical heritage. He is also dll@nt man. Yet, the Scriptures continue to besfréo
Theo because he immerses himself in them everyTday.past week, | also received an email from
Candra Fisher who informed me that she was talkaeb attitude/behavior (there are 26) from my
Sermon on the Mount Personal Evaluation workshegfacusing on each one for a week at a time.
Looking up the Scripture, meditating on it and thaoking/ at other verses (like gentleness) andijalu
my growth in these areas. These are two great.idféilsou choose a reading plan and pray this $mp
prayer: “Lord, as | study Your Word, will you studyy life and help me to be transformetavill you
then seek to share with another person the thivegs3od has been teaching you to apply directioto
life? This is the place to begin. As you learnerd and live the live, then you can and will halve
impact God desires you to have.

Seek additional ways to hear and read God’s WdBsh your commute, could you listen to the Bible on
CD or cassette? If you're working at home, would gio the same as you clean the house or fix dinner?
Children and teens, can you listen to God’s Worthénmorning as you get ready for school or attrégh
you drift off to sleep? Can you download Christi@mmons from the Internet that will help you grow i
God’'s Word? Can you find a radio pastor that failllgfteaches God’s Word and begin listening to him?
The possibilities are endless.

When | was playing basketball, we used an expres$ioyou throw up enough mud, something is
bound to stick.” We meant that if you shoot thd babugh times, eventually one of your shots wallirg
the basket. This principleanalso apply to hearing God’s Word. The more you realisten to God’s
Word, the more likely yomaybe to obey it. How often do you “hear” God’s WoKdfice a week?
Twice a week? Three times a week? The goal mutst bear or read more from God’s Word than from
the television or the Internet. When this happgas,will find that there is greater potential for
obedience. Your mind will be so saturated with GodVord that He will lovingly compel you to ob&Y.

As a church family, we can also help you. We o8anday morning classes, Wednesday evening
teaching, and numerous resources to help you (eads Word. We can offer you Read through the

Bible plans. We can recommend Internet sites. We Bable marathon where a group of people read and
heed large portions of God’s Word in a single sgttAgain the possibilities are endless.

Find the time. You can read through the entirdeBith seventy—one hours. This means in fifteen taisiu
a day you can read through the entire Bible intleas a year. Only five minutes a day takes yoatih
the entire Bible in less than three yedrs.

Pray agggnst laziness. The basic difference betBé#de reading and Bible study is a pencil andez@
of paper.

Pray through the Scripture.
Read the Bible for transformation and not justiinfation. Apply the Scripture to your life.



Scripture References

2 Timothy 3:14-17

2 Timothy 2:14-26
Hebrews 4:12-13

James 1:22-25

1 Peter 2:1-3

Acts 17:11

John 14:21, 23; 15:14-15

Study Questions

1.

During the course of my Christian life, what pautar biblical truths have | learned and become gwed of
(3:14a)? Am | still faithful in living out God’s Wd? What specific areas of my life are marked by
perseverance? Where am | presently struggling i@ppication to God’s truth?

Who has helped me learn God’s Word (3:14b—-15)? Have | expressed my gratitude to these people? Read
Galatians 6:6. How can | help children (my own, fmgnds’, and my fellow believers’) to value Bihleading
in a television and computer-dominated society?

When did | finally become convinced that the Bilslé€sod’'s Word (3:16a)? Was there a dramatic turipioigt
in my life when this recognition occurred? In myhgersations with other people, how have | explaited the
Bible is God’s Word?

How have | responded to the purposes of Scripiwee {eaching, reproof, correction, and training i
righteousness, 3:16b)? Am | humble and teachab&nwhead the Scriptures or listen to them beinghéor
preached? Has the Bible become too familiar to Wkat can | do to avoid this trap? How can | growrin
receptivity to God’s Word?

How has Scripture equipped me in my life and migi§8:17)? What good works is God producing in ime i
direct response to His Word? What goals in God’sd\m | have for 2009? How can | encourage thossyin
sphere of influence in God’s Word this year? In twiays can | help my church family “learn the Wdrd?
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