
“A Gift Exchange” (1 Samuel 1:1–2:11) 
  
Have you ever heard the expression, “Everything rises and falls on leadership?” There is a great deal of 
truth to this statement. However, in the church, I would suggest that: “Everything rises and falls on godly 
leadership.” Throughout human history God has always used leaders to accomplish His purposes. 
Whenever God wants to move in a powerful way, He raises up a man or woman to serve Him and His 
people. Godly leadership is critical to God’s kingdom purposes. And, at no time, has godly leadership 
been more critical and desperately needed. The ancient book of 1 Samuel is a leadership manual that will 
raise up godly leaders. It chronicles the lives of Samuel, Saul, David, and many others. Studying the lives 
of these individuals teaches us how to be godly leaders who have an immense view of God. 
 
Before jumping into our study it is important to understand the context of 1 Samuel. In our English 
Bibles, 1 Samuel follows the book of Ruth. However, in the Hebrew text, 1 Samuel immediately follows 
the book of Judges. Thus, in the Hebrew Bible, the last words written before 1 Sam 1:1 are: “In those 
days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (Judg 21:25). After more 
than four centuries of failure, Israel was frustrated with the lack of central leadership. They concluded that 
their troubles were political, and therefore, required a political solution, so they requested a king to lead 
them in battle. They were blind to the fact that their political problems had a spiritual cause. Instead of a 
political solution (seeking a king), they should have opted for a spiritual solution: renewed faithfulness to 
the Lord and the covenant. 
 
First Samuel is a call to all leaders. As we study through this great book, we should learn from the 
successes and sins of the various characters. More importantly, we must see God throughout His stories. 
Although there are several contributing characters, God is always the main actor. This is true in every 
passage.1 God is the chief leader and we are to follow His lead. In 1 Sam 1:1–2:11 the narrator pens a 
story filled with hurts and obstacles. Despite disappointment and pain, God yearns for you and me to 
worship Him. This passage poses two critical questions: (1) What is true worship? (2) Why is true 
worship important?       
 
1. What is true worship (1:1–28)? Our story begins with three seemingly innocuous verses: “Now there 
was a certain man from Ramathaim-zophim from the hill country of Ephraim, and his name was 
Elkanah the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite.  
He had two wives: the name of one was Hannah2 and the name of the other Peninnah; and 
Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children. Now this man would go up from his city 
yearly to worship and to sacrifice to the LORD of hosts in Shiloh.3 And the two sons of Eli, Hophni 
and Phinehas, were priests to the LORD there”4 (1:1–3). The same formula “Now there was a certain 
man” begins the books of Joshua (1:1), Judges (1:1), Ruth (1:1), Nehemiah (1:1), Esther (1:1), and 
Ezekiel (1:1).5 The Scriptures love to emphasize the significance of God’s man coming onto the scene. 
Here, Elkanah,6 is depicted as a wealthy and godly man,7 who had just one problem: he had two wives. 
His first wife, Hannah,8 whom he loved, was unable to have children, so he married a second wife, 
Peninnah, in the hopes of having an heir. I know what you’re thinking: “That’s awful!” I agree, but please 
understand that polygamy is never explicitly condemned in Scripture.9 Godly men such as Abraham, 
Jacob, David, and Solomon were polygamous. However, polygamy was not God’s design from the 
beginning (Gen 2:28, 24). The complications and consequences of polygamy are devastating! One wise 
man once said: “First learn to live with two tigresses, and then expect to live happily with two wives.”10 
With that said, we must understand that the inability of a wife to produce an heir was a huge disgrace in 
ancient Near Eastern societies. An heir contributed to the family wealth through their work, cared for their 
parents in old age, and ensured the future of the family by inheriting the family wealth. To put it bluntly: 
Children were the Social Security of that culture.11 So, obviously, having children was especially 
important in this time and culture. This cultural insight provides greater appreciation for Hannah’s plight.   



Now back to our story: “When the day came that Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to 
Peninnah his wife and to all her sons and her daughters; but to Hannah he would give a double 
portion,12 for he loved Hannah, but the LORD had closed her womb. Her rival, however, would 
provoke her bitterly to irritate her, because the LORD had closed her womb. It happened year 
after year, as often as she went up to the house of the LORD, she would provoke her; so she wept 
and would not eat” (1:4–7). The Lord had closed Hannah’s womb.13 This reality is repeated in 1:5 and 6. 
Clearly, God is utterly sovereign.14 Interestingly, barren women seem to be God’s instruments in raising 
up key figures in the history of redemption, whether the promised seed (Isaac), the father of Israel  
(Jacob), deliverers of Israel (Joseph, Samson, Samuel), or the forerunner of the great King (John the 
baptizer). God loves to make our total inability His starting point. He wants us to understand that our 
hopelessness and our helplessness are no barriers to His work. Indeed, our utter incapacity is often the 
prop He delights to use for His next act. When God’s people are without strength, without resources, 
without hope, without human gimmicks—then He loves to stretch forth His hand from heaven.15 This 
principle ought to be a tremendous source of encouragement. Are you dealing with an impossible 
situation? Is your marriage falling apart? Does it seem like divorce is inevitable? Do you have a child that 
is adversely affecting the rest of your children? Is this child even putting significant stress on your 
marriage? Do you have a job that is driving you mad? Have you tried to find other work but without 
success? To all of these circumstances, God says: “Trust Me, depend upon Me, cling to Me. I will see you 
through.”                
 
Of course, it’s never easy to endure helplessness and hopelessness. “Adversity makes cowards of us all.” 
Not only did Hannah have to suffer through barrenness, she was continuously taunted. Can you imagine 
the pain and grief? To make matters worse, Hannah had to endure such mistreatment “year after year” on 
her way to worship the Lord. Yet, despite her pain, Hannah, continued to go up to the house of the Lord, 
year after year. She was a faithful woman of God even when other women and even members of her 
family made her life miserable. Worshipping God demands perseverance in the dark nights of the soul. 
We could call this “Worshipping in the dark.” This narrative should remind you that your family 
problems may go on for a long time before God resolves them or changes the situation. I wish I could 
promise you immediate deliverance, but I can’t. It seems to be that God uses our pain for His purposes—
one of those being—our maturity! Nevertheless, in the midst of your pain, God longs for you to pour out 
your hurts to Him. Our Lord can handle your tears; it won’t make Him nervous or put out if you unload 
your distress.16 Cry out to Him today. Cultivate an intimate relationship with Him.  
 
How did Elkanah respond to Hannah’s plight? Read these words in 1:8: “Then Elkanah her husband 
said to her, ‘Hannah, why do you weep and why do you not eat and why is your heart sad? Am I 
not better to you than ten sons?’”17 This is a “guy response” if there ever was one! Hannah needed 
empathy and sincere understanding, not a typical male, self-centered approach. Elkanah displayed 
insensitivity to the needs of his wife. Instead of praying for her, he feels rebuffed that she doesn’t value 
him more than ten sons! Guys, learn from Elkanah’s mistake.   
 
Fortunately, Hannah doesn’t react to Elkanah’s hurtful words with more hurt or resentment. Rather, she 
turns to prayer. In 1:9–11 the narrator writes: “Then Hannah rose after eating and drinking in Shiloh. 
Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat by the doorpost of the temple of the LORD. She, greatly 
distressed, prayed to the LORD and wept bitterly.18 She made a vow and said, ‘O LORD of hosts, if 
You will indeed look on the affliction of Your maidservant and remember me, and not forget Your 
maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a son, then I will give him to the LORD all the days of 
his life, and a razor shall never come on his head.” Even in the midst of great pain, Hannah makes a 
special vow to the Lord.19 She dedicates her son to the Lord for his entire life as a Nazirite (Num 6).   
Normally, a Nazirite vow was temporary.20 However, Hannah was so committed to the Lord that she 
made it permanent. She promised that if God would give her a son, the child would be given back to God. 
Hannah dedicated her son for lifelong service.21 Are you willing to offer your kids to the Lord’s service? 



There are two notable observations that stem from 1 Sam 2:11: (1) Hannah cries out to God as the “Lord 
of hosts” (Yahweh tsbaoth). This is the first time God’s war title is spoken by a person (cf. 1:3).22 The 
“hosts” are the armies of the sovereign God and consist of humans (17:45), angels (Josh 5:14), and stars 
(Isa 40:26). This name expresses the infinite resources and power at God’s disposal as He fights for His 
people.23 The reason that Hannah prays is because Penninah provoked her. As a result, Hannah’s prayer 
transforms a nation. Always remember God commonly uses sinners to provoke saints to transforming 
prayer (e.g., Isa 37:1–4).24 (2) Hannah referred to herself three times in her prayer with the term 
“maidservant” (amah), which is normally used to describe a female household slave. Hannah humbled 
herself before the Lord.25 Are you willing to humble yourself in this same manner?   
 
There is an interesting exchange in our story in 1:12–14: “Now it came about, as she continued praying 
before the LORD, that Eli was watching her mouth. As for Hannah, she was speaking in her heart, 
only her lips were moving, but her voice was not heard. So Eli thought she was drunk. Then Eli said 
to her, ‘How long will you make yourself drunk? Put away your wine from you.’” Worship was 
apparently so rare in Israel that the priest didn’t even recognize it.26 (Remember, this is the time of the 
Judges.) We will discover later the utter hypocrisy of Eli’s words. Eli was an indulgent, lazy priest and 
lazy father. He had learned to indulge his wicked sons (2:22–25, 29–30), yet he gets riled up over what he 
thinks is an inebriated woman.27 Hard times have fallen on Israel; even the priests are messed up! 
 
Sadly, Hannah must overcome the obstacle of a priest whose dulled vision sees the expression of 
godliness as drunkenness.28 “But Hannah replied, ‘No, my lord, I am a woman oppressed in spirit; I 
have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have poured out my soul before the LORD. Do not 
consider your maidservant as a worthless29 woman, for I have spoken until now out of my great 
concern and provocation.’ Then Eli answered and said, ‘Go in peace; and may the God of Israel 
grant your petition that you have asked of Him.’30 She said, ‘Let your maidservant find favor in 
your sight.’ So the woman went her way and ate, and her face was no longer sad” (1:15–18). Far 
from pouring herself too many drinks, Hannah had been “pouring out [her] soul to the LORD” (1:15).31 
Eli jumps to conclusions and is quick to judge others. What a lesson for us not to jump to conclusions and 
not to judge fellow believers unless we know all the circumstances. Fortunately, Eli corrected his error 
and blessed Hannah. Amazingly, she found peace before the answer came (1:18)! Her peace was the 
result of casting her cares upon God, even though the answer had not yet come. 
 
In 1:19–20 we read two powerful verses: “Then they arose early in the morning and worshiped before 
the LORD, and returned again to their house in Ramah. And Elkanah had relations with Hannah 
his wife, and the LORD remembered her. It came about in due time, after Hannah had conceived, 
that she gave birth to a son; and she named him Samuel, saying, ‘Because I have asked him of the 
LORD.’”32 Elkanah and Hannah worshipped the Lord, returned home, and celebrated their oneness. Then 
God in His grace “remembered her.” This is a key phrase. It doesn’t mean that the Lord had forgotten 
Hannah. Rather, He “remembered” (zakar) His commitment or promise and acts on it!33 Nineteen verses 
prepare for the birth; one verse narrates it.34 God often builds great faith and sends special blessings out of 
sorrow and disappointment. What trial or test are you going through today? Will you worship God as you 
go through it? Will you patiently wait on Him until your change comes?   

 
God responded to Hannah’s prayers. Now the question is: Will Hannah follow through with her vow?  
This is the tension point of the story. What will Hannah do? Will she obey God or keep her baby boy for 
herself? “Then the man Elkanah went up with all his household to offer to the LORD the yearly 
sacrifice and pay his vow. But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, ‘I will not go up 
until the child is weaned; then I will bring him, that he may appear before the LORD and stay 
there forever.’ Elkanah her husband said to her, ‘Do what seems best to you. Remain until you 
have weaned him; only may the LORD confirm His word.’ So the woman remained and nursed her 
son until she weaned him” (1:21–23).   
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These three verses are not looking good. Elkanah goes up to Shiloh and worships Lord alone. Previously, 
Hannah had always accompanied him. But now she is caught up in being a mother and weaning her child. 
It should be noted that in the ancient Near East the weaning of a child could take three years.35 While 
Hannah still seems to remember her vow, it appears that she is procrastinating. Elkanah seems concerned 
about Hannah keeping her vow. He has a right to be concerned! The God-given love of a mother for a 
child is powerful and relentless. Hannah had prayed so hard for this child. Would she really be able to 
give him up as she had promised? This would be gut-wrenching and excruciating! 
 
Our chapter concludes with these powerful words: “Now when she had weaned him, she took him up 
with her, with a three-year-old bull36 and one ephah of flour and a jug of wine, and brought him to 
the house of the LORD in Shiloh, although the child was young. Then they slaughtered the bull, and 
brought the boy to Eli. She said, ‘Oh, my lord! As your soul lives, my lord, I am the woman who 
stood here beside you, praying to the LORD. For this boy I prayed, and the LORD has given me my 
petition which I asked of Him. So I have also dedicated him to the LORD; as long as he lives he is 
dedicated to the LORD.’ And he [Samuel37] worshiped the LORD there” (1:24–28). Hannah kept her 
vow! She then worshipped the Lord. In 1:27–28 a form of the Hebrew root word “to ask” (shaal) appears 
four times. This is not evident in our English versions because it is translated by different words (e.g., 
“dedicated,” “give,” “lent,” “praying”).38 This emphasis seems to point to the fact that God honors 
Hannah for asking Him to move (cf. 1:17). A mother’s prayers and a father’s encouragement changed the 
destiny of an entire nation. Just look at the man that Samuel became! There is tremendous potential for a 
godly, loving mother to change the world through a child conceived in faith and dedicated to the Lord.39 
Never underestimate the power of prayer or the value of one godly home.  
 
[Throughout chapter 1 the theme is worship. Specifically, what is true worship? The answer is that true 
worship is costly worship. In chapter 2 the writer of 1 Samuel addresses the question . . .]  
 
2. Why is true worship important? (2:1–11).40 The song of Hannah is important for the interpretation of 
the story because, like most songs in the Bible, it is one of the ways the author uses to draw out thematic 
hot spots of the story.41 Read 2:1–3 carefully: “Then Hannah prayed and said, ‘My heart exults 
[rejoices42] in the LORD;43 My horn is exalted in the LORD, My mouth speaks boldly against my 
enemies, Because I rejoice in Your salvation. There is no one holy like the LORD, Indeed, there is 
no one besides You, Nor is there any rock like our God. Boast no more so very proudly, Do not let 
arrogance come out of your mouth; For the LORD is a God of knowledge, And with Him actions 
are weighed.”44 Hannah has just dropped off Samuel at the temple and now she breaks out into praise. 
Most people would sing if they could keep their son, but Hannah sang because she could give her son to 
the service of the Lord. She was thrilled to be able to parent a prophet. Hannah indicates that her “horn is 
exalted in the Lord.” The horn of various animals is a symbol of pride or strength.45 Hannah speaks boldly 
because of her confidence in God’s salvation. She says three times that there is “no one” like the Lord 
(2:2). She also calls God a “rock” (tsur), which refers to a rocky cliff where one can seek refuge from 
enemies. Here the metaphor depicts God as a protector of His people. This entire song is about God, 
which can be clearly seen in the twenty references to Him. Based upon your knowledge of God, what do 
you have to sing about? 
 
In 2:4–8 Hannah continues her prayer: “The bows of the mighty are shattered, But the feeble gird on 
strength. Those who were full hire themselves out for bread, But those who were hungry cease to 
hunger. Even the barren gives birth to seven,46 But she who has many children languishes. The 
LORD kills and makes alive; He brings down to Sheol and raises up. The LORD makes poor and 
rich; He brings low, He also exalts. He raises the poor from the dust, He lifts the needy from the ash 
heap To make them sit with nobles, And inherit a seat of honor; For the pillars of the earth are the 
LORD’S, And He set the world on them.” God’s great sovereignty is evident throughout these verses. 
He can be trusted. Worship Him in the midst of your sorrow.  



Hannah’s psalm closes out with two critical verses: “He keeps the feet of His godly ones,47 But the 
wicked ones are silenced in darkness; For not by might shall a man prevail. Those who contend 
with the LORD will be shattered; Against them He will thunder in the heavens, The LORD will 
judge the ends of the earth; And He will give strength to His king, And will exalt the horn of His 
anointed” (2:9–10). Perhaps you assumed that Hannah’s is song about her son. It is. It concerns her 
“horn” (2:1). The song, however, breaks out beyond Hannah. It anticipates the “horn of David,” who is 
the true horn of Israel. This is a reference to none other than Jesus Christ.48 This is further confirmed by 
the Hebrew word for “anointed” (mashiach) or “Messiah,” which translated into Greek means “Christ” 
(christos). This is the first time that the term Messiah appears in the Old Testament. Through King David, 
God brought a line of kings that would usher in Jesus Christ. The Old Testament is all about Jesus! He is 
present in every book. This is one reason studying the Old Testament is so exciting! 
 
Our story concludes in 2:11 with a sobering sentence: “Then Elkanah went to his home at Ramah. But 
the boy ministered to the LORD before Eli the priest.”49 Elkanah and Hannah left their son Samuel 
with Eli. What a grueling commitment they fulfilled! I can’t even begin to imagine how arduous and 
painful the journey home from Shiloh to Ramah must have been. But they fulfilled their vow in obedience 
to the Lord. Note the key phrase, though, is “to the Lord.” While Samuel was trained and mentored by Eli 
he worshipped and served the Lord.   
 
What does true worship look like? It is costly and sacrificial. Is this type of worship reasonable? 
Absolutely! It is the only proper response to the God of the Bible. This passage has taught us that God’s 
gifts should be given back to Him. In light of what God has done for you and me, the only natural and 
reasonable response is to give ourselves back to Him. So what does this look like on a practical level?    
 
Give your children back to God.50 Now, don’t drop your child off tomorrow morning to live and serve at 
your church facility for the rest of their lives. I don’t know if your pastor would appreciate being a full-
time daycare provider. Obviously, this is not what the text is suggesting. But, it may be that you have 
thought: “I don’t want my child to be a pastor.” “I don’t want my child to become a missionary.” I don’t 
want my child to work for a nonprofit organization.” Do you tell your child, “God loves you, but I have a 
wonderful plan for your life?” This text is calling you to recognize that God has a better plan for your 
children than you do. He created them and has a calling upon their lives. He can accomplish more in and 
through your children than you can possibly imagine. Will you fully release your children to whatever the 
Lord calls them to do? Will you pray that they will use their gifts for mission and worship? God’s gifts 
should be given back to Him.  
 
Give your career back to God. You may have the tendency to hold on tightly to our job. In this unstable 
and insecure economy, this is natural. However, God is calling you to a supernatural perspective. It could 
be that God is calling you to serve Him in another capacity. Eric Messelt was a successful computer 
consultant who made six figures. When Eric visited our church he was living in Rancho Cucamonga, CA. 
He had everything that this world had to offer. But he decided to move his family to rainy Olympia, WA, 
become my intern, and enroll at Western Seminary. Eric graduated from seminary at fifty and took a 
pastorate in snowy Detroit. Eric and his family gave up a great deal to realize his calling. Paul MacLurg 
was a successful executive pastor at a church of 5,000. He was in his fifties when he decided to leave his 
pastorate and reach unchurched people by opening up a Thrive Fitness Club. He and his family gave up 
security and stability to pursue another calling. Maria Goodin, a member of our church, earned a degree in 
engineering. She is brilliant and analytical. She could make a great deal of money as an engineer. Instead, 
she decided to become the director of our church preschool. Although her training was not working with 
children, she decided to pursue another calling to transfer truth to the next generation. Can God have your 
occupation, if He wants it? Will you commit to making your business a place of mission? At the very 
least, will you ensure that your work is an expression of worship? Remember, work is intended to be 
worship. God’s gifts should be given back to Him.  



Give your time back to God. Our most valuable commodity is time. We are selfish creatures who want to 
protect our time and use it for ourselves. Yet, God is calling us to redeem the time because the days are 
evil (Eph 5:16, KJV). If you are a teenager, you may say, “I am just a kid. Kids are supposed to have fun. 
This means I should be able to watch movies, play video games, spend time on social media, and hang 
out with my friends.” There is nothing inherently evil with these activities, but it is so easy for teenagers 
to squander time. God is calling teenagers (and even children) to invest in His kingdom.51 Presently, I am 
seeing a trend among my retired friends and church members to invest their lives in eternity. Our 
marriage mentors, Kevin and Debbie Mehan, currently live in Phoenix, AZ. Debbie (57) just retired from 
being a schoolteacher and Kevin (61) has also resigned from his place of employment. Instead of 
traveling and playing golf in sunny Arizona, they are spending the next ten days with us and are exploring 
how they should spend their remaining years. They want their lives to count for eternal purposes. Our 
own Roger and Vicki Brittingham recently retired from their successful state jobs. Like the Mehans, they 
have said that they want to pour their lives into people not their own pleasures. They regularly ask me 
what more they can do to serve our church and our greater community. They are even exploring ways that 
their lives can touch the outermost parts of the world. This is what it’s all about! How will you give your 
time back to God? God’s gifts should be given back to Him.  
 
Do you know what the name “Hannah” means? “Hannah” (Channah) means “grace.” What a reminder of 
what God has done for us through Jesus Christ. Hannah’s severe trial proved to be the salvation of God’s 
people. Throughout the course of our lives we experience salvation via personal rescue or deliverance on 
a micro scale. It happens over and over again. It is a reminder of the macro salvation that will be ours one 
day. God uses micro deliverances to persuade us that He is God and that He sent the Lord Jesus to die for 
our sins and rise from the dead. Will you place your faith in Him today? If you have already believed in 
Christ, will you allow grace to motivate you to live for Him? God’s gifts should be given back to Him.  
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Study Questions 
1. What are my unfulfilled dreams? When have my expectations of blessing from the Lord been frustrated or 

delayed? Is there something in my life that God has refused to give me that I am bitter about? Will I confess that 
to God right now? What is the proper perspective in response to trials? Read Job 2:10 and Ecclesiastes 7:14. 
What personal tribulations and trials have brought me to a deeper recognition of God’s purposes and His love? 

 
2. Do I pray from a broken and sincere heart? Have I recognized that God must be approached humbly? Read 

Isaiah 66:2b. Am I desperate for God to move in my life? What has brought this about? How do I cultivate an 
intimate relationship with the Lord? Do I communicate my heart to Him? How well do I listen to God? How 
can I increase the passion and fervency of my prayers?  

 
3. Have I dedicated all my children to the Lord, realizing that even if they are grown, it is still not too late? Will I 

pray that they will be committed to doing God’s will in every respect? Have I encouraged my children to serve 
in the church? In their community? On missions trips? Am I willing to wholly release my children to the Lord 
regardless of what God may call them to do or where He may lead them to go?    

 
4. Do I worship out of a sense of obligation or out of a heart overflowing with gratitude for all that I have received 

in God’s grace? Do I possess an attitude of gratitude? If not, why not? Am I constantly looking to “get” more 
blessings from God or do I long to “give” back to God and others? What area is God calling me to give back to 
Him? Will I do so today?    

 
5. Do I consider myself a leader? Do others think of me as a leader? Why or why not? Who do I presently have 

influence over? Am I using my influence to impact these individuals spiritually? If so, how? What area of my 
life needs attention (e.g., character, skill, experience) so that I become a more effective leader? Will I take the 
necessary steps to grow in this area?           
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16:16, which required that all Israelite men appear before the Lord three times each year to present an offering to the 
Lord. We thus see that Elkanah and his family are righteous, obedient Israelites, which makes the announcement of 
Hannah’s barrenness all the more problematic.” John Sailhamer, NIV Compact Bible Commentary (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 1994), 218. 
8 For a similar construction (“the first . . . the second . . .”), see Gen 4:19; Exod 1:15; Ruth 1:4; cf. 1 Sam 8:2; 25:3.  
9 Although polygamy is never expressly forbidden in the OT, it is also never expressly approved of either. The 
Torah governs it by various regulations (Exod 21:7–10; Lev 18:18 [legislates not marrying sisters]; Deut 17:17; 
21:15–17 [legislates inheritance when both wives have children]). Lamech, the seventh descendant from Cain, is the 
first mentioned polygamist in Scripture (Gen 4:19). 
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11 Stephen J. Andrews and Robert D. Bergen, 1, 2 Samuel. Holman Old Testament Commentary (Nashville: 
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12 The Hebrew text is difficult to read at this point and scholars are not sure exactly how to translate it. Regardless of 
whether it was a “special portion” or a “double portion,” Elkanah gave it to Hannah because he loved her, even 
though the Lord had closed her womb. 
13 Hannah emphasizes it in her prayer: “The Lord kills … He brings down to Sheol . . . The Lord makes poor . . . He 
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