“A Model Ministry” (1 Thessalonians 2:1-12)

What makes a model ministry? How can we be theathtitat God wants us to be? [Think about these
questions for just a moment.] At EBF, we have fstuategies: learn the Word, live the life, love bualy,
and lead the worldlWe believe these four strategies are what Goddléed us to fulfill. We have come
a long way in this endeavor but we still have efegther to go. Interestingly, these strategies are
addressed rather nicely in 1 Thess 2:1-12. Ingassage, we will learn from Paul and his coworkers
to work toward a model ministry. We will see thahadel ministry is dependent upon each and every
individual doing his or her part. Paul tells ustttiés can happen when we serve Christ with puck an
parental hearts. In these verses, Paul sayiittle example can have a big influerice

1. Serve Christ with a pure heart(2:1-6). In this section, we will see that Christian minystan be

fruitful when it is carried out with a pure hedrat desires to please God. In 2:1-2, Paul expthgisGod
blessed his ministry because of his willingnessreamch Christ amidst persecution. He writésy ? you
yourselves know,* brethren,® that our coming® to you was not in vain’ but after we had already
suffered and been mistreateBin Philippi, as you know, we had the boldne$sn our God to speak to
you the gospel of God™ amid much opposition.” The word “for” that begins 2*4indicates that the
material in this chapter is the basis for the pieagmaterial in chapter *£.The main point of chapter 1
was Paul’'s thanksgiving for the Thessalonianshfaitd dynamic witness. The ironic climax of 1:6-10
was that Paul and his coworkers did not need taghr€hrist as much in the areas where the
Thessalonians faith had spread (2*8Fonsequently, his visit was “not in vain.” On ttentrary, it was
quite fruitful! Verse 2, then, gives the reasont@aontrast} for Paul's claim in 2:1. Paul's coworkers
were fruitful because they proclaimed the gospehén the face of persecution. In 2:2, Paul sttitas

they had “suffered and been mistreated” in Philippiat is a bit of an understatement. In PhilipgilP

and Silas had been stripped, beaten, thrown insomrand their feet fastened in stocks. It hadombt

been an extremely painful experience but humilgatis well, since they were flogged naked in public,
without trial, and in spite of their Roman citizéifs After this, most of us would have taken a Viace

or found an excuse not to minister ever again.FButl and his coworkers headed to Thessalonica where
they met up with more strong oppositiSret, they didn’t say, “We better pull the punchoiar

preaching so that we don't offend anyone.” Instélagly preached the Word with no-holds-barred! These
guys were animals! But before we get too excitenbaBPaul and his men, we must note that Paul declar
they had boldness “in our God.” It was not theindwoldness—it was “in God.”He gave them their
boldness.

It is also worth noting that the term “oppositida'the Greek wordgon—from which we derive our
English word agonyAgonis an athletic term that suggests intense effwitsdrenuous exertion in the
face of hostility and conflic This reminds us that ministry to others, the worleading people to
Christ and helping them grow in Christ, is a contaspiritual strugglé’ It is not an easy job—it is
physically, mentally, emotionally, and spirituatigmanding and drainirfgNevertheless, it has been
said, “The door of opportunity swings on the hingéspposition.** So what are we to do in the face of
opposition or indifference@@) Refuse to be intimidated. One of the reasons Christianity is so ineffective
in our culture is that we are easily intimidatedother words, we are more scared of people thaareve
Jesus. Today, will you pray for “holy boldness?’lMou ask the Lord to help you to boldly proclaan
work or school this week2) Rely on prayer. Persevere in prayer despite discouraging circumst
Will you write down two names this week—one unsaaed one saved—and then begin praying for
these two people@) Stay the course. Don't stop sharing Christ and living the Christida because
people reject you. Sometimes the best thing youdeais to keep on doing what you are already doing,
whether anyone pays attention or not. If you kesgisg with a pure heart long enough, sooner er It
will pay off. Our Christian lives and ministry aa#f about perseveranca.little example can have a big
influence



In 2:3-6, Paul details how to serve with a purerh&ince Paul was being grouped in with religious
charlatans and hucksters he responds to perstackstgainst his own ministry. Interestingly, thes
attacks have continued to be levied against Carniityi for the last 2,000 years....sometimes legitatyat
and other times illegitimately. He writé'§;or our exhortation does not come from error or impurity
or by way of deceit”(2:3). In this verse, Paul debunks three accusationsiguiiing his ministry. First,
Paul's ministry did not come from error; rathenviis grounded in God’s Word. This is how you can
judge a ministry: is it grounded in the truth ofd@Word? An effective ministry is not based upon
preferences, opinions, or musings...it is based aisXouth. The one great advantage that Christians
have is that our holy book is accurate. Even thquegiple attempt to find contradictions and errorthe
Bible, their attempts are always foiled. In facamg of Christianity’s greatest detractors have bezo
believers during their quest to disprove Christa resurrection.

Second, Paul's ministry did not come from impufdy he was a man of purity. In this context, thedvo
“impurity” is broader than sexual immorality (cf.74. The NIV is probably right to render the word
“impure motives,” alluding to such evils as “amobitj pride, greed, and popularii? Paul is saying, “I
am ‘above reproach’ in every area of my life andistry.” We can measure the impact of God’'s Word
upon any group of people by the spiritual calibiethe spokesman. Water flows through pipes. Ifipe
is rusty, the water may flow but there will be dikgation and sediment in the water. It will tasfehe
pipe. Often God’s Word will not taste right if theessenger is uncle&h.

Third, Paul's ministry did not come from deceit f@ was an honest man. The word “deceit” was
originally used of a fisherman who deceives a figth a lure. Secular Greek literature also useaéite

for a tavern keeper of the ancient world who wouéder down the wine of an inebriated person. There
are those who also water down the W8rBaul didn’t use trickery or slick salesmanshiget the

gospel, assuring people of things that the gospetmpromise$> Sometimes, in an effort to get people to
receive Christ, we tell them how Christ will solak their problems, but we don't tell them the hedrighs
and cost of following Christ. So they come to Chuisder false pretenses. When their problems dmn't
away, or grow even worse, they grow bitter anddalay?®

Paul’'s words in 2:4 mark a stark contradbut %’ just as we have been approvéliby God to be

entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as ptag men?® but God who examine?® our®

hearts.”* Paul and his coworkers have been “approved by Gbe entrusted with the gospel.”
Therefore, they are responsible to proclaim Choistnyone and everyone who will listen, regardtdss
what others think or say. The contrast Paul makégtween pleasing men and pleasing God, who
examines the heart. In making this claim, Paubissaying that he did not care how he lived in frafn
people or what they thought about his way of lifiet that he just answered to God. Sometimes you hea
men say, “l don't have to answer to people; | arstwer to God” as an excuse for not being accolmtab
That's not what Paul meant. In fact, he repeatagfyeals to their knowledge of his blameless®fitde
simply argues that the dominant goal in his lifd @neaching is pleasing God above all else.

Let’s suppose that you have been feeling sickya®hen you go to the doctor, he administers a Test
results are not good. The outlook is grim, butdisease is treatable if you get started now. Wbatadi
want the doctor to do? If he tells you truth, ybb# devastated. If he doesn't, you'll be dead. Wgou
rather have him sugarcoat the truth or even ligotd Or do you want to know the whole truth abauiry
condition? | know the answer for me. When | gohie dloctor | want to know the whole truth, evert if i
hurts. But what if he says, “l want to spare yoinpal would tell him, “Doc, tell that to my wiferal
children at my funeral.” When life and death issaesat stake only the truth will do. When it cortes
the gospel of Jesus Christ, the stakes couldrfiidfeer. Therefore, Christians must be people whd ho
to the highest possible standards of truth andjiitie®* A little example can have a big influen¥éhen
you and | live for Christ with our lives and oysdi the world can be changed.



In 2:5, Paul continues to detail how to serve withure heart. He write4§;or we never came with
flattering *®> speech.”Dale Carnegiencesaid, “Flattery is telling the other person prelsisehat he
thinks about himself* In preaching and ministry many leaders want topbple what they want to
hear. It is easy to say, “You're a victor, a chifdhe king, and God wants you healthy, wealthyl an
wise.” That's a popular message and one that maaglp want to hear. But it is flattery and it i tiee
gospel. Recently, | was talking to a nurse at 8te'B Hospital and noticed that she had a gorg2eus
carat wedding ring. | complimented her on her hi&auing. | then had the audacity to ask her ivés
real. She acknowledged that it wasn't. It was daminpconium. Cubic zirconium is a mineral thahesrd,
optically flawless, and cheap. It resembles a diaavep closely that sometimes only a trained eyealan
the difference. But it isn't a diamond—and thatis point. A similar comparison exists between true
compliments and flattering words. They may lookalibut one is sincere and precious; the other is
insincere and cheap. We must ensure that we tetrtith when we minister in God’s name.

Paul also says in 2:5 that he never came %pitetext for greed—God is withess.” Always remember, if
the apostle Paul was accused of greed we musttetkaave will be as well. When | was working at
Target as an 18-year-old, | boldly shared my faiith my coworkers. As a result, they accused me of
being like Jimmy Swaggart or Jim Bakker, which Wwamarre because | was not dating anyone and was
living with my parents and making $4.25 an houre3éwords were spoken to shut me up, but they only
riled me up. | don’t want a couple of fallen pastogpresenting my faith.

Paul concludes this section in 2:6 with these pawerords:“nor did we seek glory from men, either
from you or from others, even though as apostl&sof Christ we might have asserted our authority.”
For the second time in three verses, Paul bringdegsing men. Here he says we did not “seek glory
from men.” Recently, | was really tested in thisarln May, | was asked to preach at my alma nsater’
(Multnomah Bible College) graduation banquet. Llaord | were seated next to the president at hig tabl
We were greeted by the vice president and assiataidemic dean. And then, fear of all fears, myere
professor approached me. Honestly, | was nervaalsolfelt incredible pressure to impress the tgcul
and administration and the 300 people | didn't knbhaven't felt that nervous in a long time. This
forced me to ask myself the question, “Keith, wh®you preaching for? Are you preaching to impress
others and please yourself? Or are you preachingdd’s glory and pleasure?” Our aim must always be
to glorify God and please Him. If people are plebisethis process, praise God! But this is notitedon
by which we are to judge our ministry (cf. Gal 1).10

[Paul's exhortation has been serving Christ wiluee heart. Why is this so important? Because only
when we please God will we see lasting results.]

2. Serve Christ with a parental heart(2:7-12).In this second section Paul explaiasat an effective
ministry is. To draw this out, he uses paternalapleors. This is important because some believess ha
lost family relationships for believing in Chridtin this light, Paul’s extensive use of parental &amily
images is significant. Through the use of suchuagg he essentially portrays the congregationasva
family, whose relationships substitute for thosat theve been broken or lost.2:7, he compares his
pastoral work to that of a nursing mother. Pautesri‘But we proved to be gentlé® among you, as a
nursing mother*® tenderly care$” for her own children.”*? One of the distinguishing characteristics of
mothers is that they are gentle. This is a lovelgige that goes against the grain of our mentalngicif
the apostle Paul. Of all the words we might usgescribe him, somehow the word “gentle” doesn’t
come to mind. Strong, determined, zealous, andssipaed—yes. But gentle? Nonetheless, there it is.
Gentleness is not a quality often respected todéeytend to value tough, strong, assertive leadars.
none of us likes to be bullied; we'd all ratherltveed*® Thus, Paul illustrates his relationship with the
Thessalonians by describing the bond between @&ngursother and her child. Just as a mother nouwsishe
her child through her own body, so Paul as a sirjparent nourishes his children in the faith whtéa
Word of God.




In 2:8 Paul writes‘Having so fond an affection for you, we were welpleased” to impart to you not
only the gospel of God but also our own live’s,because you had become very dééto us.” The

word “affection” homeiroma) is only used herim the NT; however, in Greek literature it was @8t
term of affection related to parents longing foildrien who have passed awdyVe need to have a heart
of compassion and tenderness for others. It tddeegdspel, plus us. People will listen to our mgssa
when they know we care about them. In my pastoiatgence, | have discovered that most people will
not respond to a pastor’s public invitation. Forstnaeople to believe in Christ for the first tintieg
personal touch is required. This means that we fake into our home or take them out to a meahtk
to them in the foyer about a faith relationshiphalesus Christ. | can recall several times wheplpeo
have told me that one of our regular attendeedélisved the gospel. Consequently, | have beerdaske
why this person didn’t believe in Christ through gospel invitations. The answer is simple: Mostgieo
require a personal invitation in a one-on-one cdnfkhis is the responsibility of the church. Welksar
the privilege and responsibility to share Christrwadthers. We then share a responsibility to share
lives with new Christian&

In 2:9 Paul writes‘For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship,*® how working night and day
so as not to be a burdet! to any of you> we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.If you read 1
Corinthians 9, Paul makes it clear in that passiagiehe doesn’t consider it wrong for a man to tifie
the preaching of the gospel. And in 1 Timothy Shgs that an elder who both rules and teaches is
worthy of “double honor,” which presumes that etdeould in fact be paid for their work. But he
himself apparently worked in secular jobs wherdwewent so that he would be free of any accusations
about his motives. His work ethic was exemplaragically, many Christians give Christianity a black
eye because of their poor work performance. Thisdsying shame, since work is an expression of
worship and it also serves as a powerful withebss Week, will you go to your cubicle or your
classroom or home and work as unto the Lord? Asyank your daily grind for the glory of God the
mundane and monotonous nature of your work canmbe@xtraordinary in its kingdom impaétlittle
example can have a big influence

In 2:10 Paul writes:You are witnesses, and so is God, how devoutfyand uprightly>® and

blamelessly* we behaved toward you believers>® The word “devoutly” speaks of inward affections
toward both God and man; the word “uprightly” refés their outward behavior toward God and man;
and the word “blamelessly” is the overarching restibeing holy and righteod Paul means to say that
no one could make an accusation against him ane ihakick. No one could say, “Aha! | gotcha!” Te b
“blameless” means to live in such a way that nocaresuccessfully make a serious charge against you
It means living in such a way that anyone who fifalgt with you would have to tell a lie to do it!

Paul continues his train of thought in 2:11 whezenhites,“just as you know how we were exhorting
and encouraging and imploring each one of ydas a father® would his own children.”® Paul says
that he behaved with the Thessalonians as a failiehis children. “Exhorting” speaks of pressingpn
God's people the need to live a life of godling3ien, this takes the form of a rebuke. “Encourgyjin
points to progress where a spiritual father miglyt 8 see your growth. | am watching your step$aith
beyond your comfort zone. You are moving towardrymatential. | believe in you. | am proud of you.”
“Imploring” is the strongest of the three sincsliggests the idea of insisting or requiring the¢main
course of action be adopt&dThis is where we challenge people to cross thedirfaith or press on in
the faith. We urge people to make a decision oheg have been exhorted and encouraged.

Not long ago, | read an interesting statement atteudifference between mothers and fathers. Msther
tend to worry about their children’s safety andusiég; fathers focus on their children’s success. A
mother frets over things like tender loving cardlevfathers push their children hard because thmeyk
we live in a world where failure is easy and susadifficult. Both are absolutely necessary—in ragsi
children and in serving the Lof4.



The purpose of this entire section comes to a erekrin 2:12b'so that you would walk®? in a manner
worthy of the God®® who call$* you into His own kingdom and glory®> (cf. 4:1). Paul exhorts the
church to walk in a worthy manner. Spiritually skieg, this is putting one foot in front of the ottend
taking steps of forward progress. For this, Paelsdd give them a list of rules, rituals, and regans.
Instead, he urges them to become like Jesus indhaiacter and conduct. This is simply respontiing
God's call upon our lives. Paul refers to “His okingdom.” We must temper and tune our lives to this
calling. We adjust ourselves to God; He does napatimself to us. We could accept a call to many
kingdoms. Those kingdoms would compete for our cament and these false allegiances will lure us
away from our ultimate purpose. Many philosophidspander to our baser motives. God designed us
for the highest callin§ The chief end of Paul’s ministry is a church tisatbeying God. Fascinatingly,
the word translated “glory’doxd here is used in 2:6. In this way, the theme jieated. If | know that it
is God’s kingdom of glory | am being called intben | will not be so worried about the praise ohmrie
is the eternal kingdom of the glory of God that bming called to, and therefore | want to livefa li
worthy of Him. This type of life is not a meansezfrning God'’s favor. On the contrary, it is clealy
response to God who calls us to Him§éRaul's prayer is that we would express our grééitto God for
who He is and all He has done, in the form of akhgu card.

Spiritually, you may be nursing, crawling, walkiray,running. The important thing is that you're rmay
forward in your maturity. If you are growing, Gaslpleased. He wants the best for you. He yearns for
you to be conformed to the image of Jesus. Henaillstop until He accomplishes this in you. Today,
will you respond to Him? Will you take small stehat will help you grow as a spouse, a parent, a
worker, a church member? You can be used by Gotike an eternal difference in your home, work, and
church A little example can have a big influence
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Scripture References

1 Thessalonians 2:1-12
Acts 16:19-24
Philippians 1:27-30
Galatians 1:10

John 5:41, 44

2 Timothy 2:24-26

1 Corinthians 9:1-27

Study Questions

1.

How would | have defined a fruitful ministry befoseudying this passage? In what ways has my uratetistg
changed since working through this passage? Whed do boldness and perseverance play in my new
understanding of a fruitful ministry? How can | §bhese qualities intensify and grow in my own bfed
ministry?

In his book,Leading from WithinParker Palmer writes, “Leadership and spirityaite probably two of the
vaguest words you can find in our language, andwjog put them together you get something even more
vague” (p. 201). Do | agree with this quote? Whywy not? How would | define the individual terms
“leadership” and “spirituality?” How would | defintbe phrase “spiritual leadership?” To what degteé live
out my understanding of these definitions? Reacel2k24-27. How does this passage help me defaseth
terms?

Are there anyegitimateaccusations that the world or church could briggiast my character (2:3-4)? Am | a
man or woman who is above reproach in every areaydffe? How do | measure up to the charactes listl
Timothy 3 and Titus 2? What specific area(s) deddathe most work in? Is there someone | look wgstan
example who can help me grow spiritually? Will htact this person today?

Am | a God-pleaser or a man-pleaser? How would somevho knows me well characterize my life? What
would be included in my obituary? In what aread fiod it most difficult to strive to please God?hyare
these areas so difficult? What am | afraid of? Rdatthew 10:24-32 (especially 10:28) for encouragem
How should this passage change my thoughts anoha€ti

Am | a good father or mother (2:7, 11)? What waulg children say? In what areas do | excel as anpare
How can | apply my paternal instincts and convitsian raising up mature believers? To what degeeklaing
to see my fellow believers grow in Christ (2:12)&4d | become busy and selfish with my time and gyrelf
so, how can | correct this trend? What will | dstiveek to help another believer grow in Christ?



Notes

! For more information seftp://www.emmanuelbiblefellowship.com/aboutuslignl#statement

2 There is no clear or obvious structure to 1 Tte$sl2, except for the repeated use of “faar) at the beginning
of 2:1, 3, 5, and 9. Michael W. Holmdsand 2 ThessaloniansllV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1998), 60.

% The “you” (autoi) is emphatic and is thus translated by the NASB/as yourselves.”

“ Paul appeals to the Thessalonians experienceamo thiat the phrase “you know” becomes characien$this
book (see 1 Thess 1:5; 2:1, 2, 5, 11; cf. 2:9 “sexall” and 2:10 “you are witnesses”).

® The wordadelphoiis more accurately translated “brothers and sist&ee BDAG s.vadelphosl, where
considerable nonbiblical evidence for the pladélphoimeaning “brothers and sisters” is cited.

® Morris writes, “By repeating the tergisodos(“coming”) the thoughts here are linked back witB. ‘You’ here
corresponds to ‘they themselves’ in 1:9. There aedt outsiders as witnesses; here he says thdithssalonians
needed no one else to bear witness, for they tHeessknew what had happened.” Leon Mortignd 2
ThessaloniansTyndale New Testament Commentary series (Lon@igndale, 1984), 50.

" Paul uses the wolkenos(“vain”) 12 times (1 Cor 15:10, 14 [2x], 58; 2 Cérl; Gal 2:2; Eph 5:6; Phil 2:16 [2x];
Col 2:8; 1 Thess 2:1; 3:5), but his use in 1 TigeSsseems to parallel his use of the word in 2ree@ writes, “The
theme of 2:1-12 is the character of the messenggssion and not the results of their labors. Bhotlevthe primary
emphasis seems to be on the apostolic missiomibgonary character was bound up with the resditse
mission...Character and results could not be seghr&tund character produced credible results. GeBGeeen,
The Letters to the ThessaloniaRdllar New Testament Commentary (Grand RapidsdiBans, 2002), 115. See
also Michael Eatoril. & 2 ThessalonianPreaching Through the Bible (Kent, England: Seiggr World, 1997),
27. G.K. Bealel and 2 ThessalonianB/P New Testament Commentary (Downers Grove]iterVarsity, 2003),
63. With this said, it should be noted that Pawlldde using this word in reference to the congemt character of
their preaching and ministry. Since he dealt whih tesults in the lives of the Thessalonians irptdral, and in
view of the context that follows here in chapteh@,is using this word with regard to the essewtialracter,
earnestness, and sincerity of their entrance amingpto proclaim God’s truth to the Thessaloniatbat follows
will set forth Paul's proof that their coming waslfof authentic earnestness and substance. lhaaempty and
without power or prompted by vain methods, motieg] means.

8 Gk. hubrizois a strong word found five times in the NT (M22:6; Luke 11:45; 18:32; Acts 14:5). Our English
word hubris comes from this word.

° Morris writes, “It denotes a state of mind whea tords flow freely, the attitude of feeling quitehome with no
sense of stress or strain, an attitude that insliad¢h boldness and confidence (in fact the coordipg noun is
sometimes translated “boldness,” sometimes “confid®). When it is used in the New Testament thé adways
has to do with the proclamation of the gospel.” Ml and 2Thessalonianssl. In the NT this verb is always
used with reference to proclaiming the gospel (AcgY, 29; 13:46; 14:3). But because of the anitydbat often
comes with preaching the gospel, it came to meahdive courage, venture boldly” but always, it seem
connection with the word. There are many reasonsstins do not witness or share their faith, butloubt, fear is
the underlying issue—fear of failure, fear of ridie, fear of hostility, and so on.

9 The genitive in the phrase euanggelion tou thedithe gospel of God”) could be translated as eithe
subjective genitive (“the gospel which God bringsi)an objective genitive (“the gospel about Go&ijher is
grammatically possible. This is possibly an instaata plenary genitive (s&xSyn119-21; M. ZerwickBiblical
Greek §836-39). If so, an interplay between the twocemts is intended: The gospel which God bringe fact
the gospel about himself. This same phrase ocoutrsBiand 9 as well. See NET Study Notes.

1 paul refers to the “gospel&@aggeliof four times (2:2, 4, 8, 9; cf. 1:5) and threelufge times he refers to it as
“the gospel of God.” The phrase underscores thettiat the gospel originates with God; Paul didhibk it up
himself. The gospel isn’t the best thinking of teégious minds of the day. It comes from God wheealed it to us
by sending His Son as the sacrifice for our sih&dd had not revealed it, we would not have it.

2 The wordgar (“for”) is left untranslated in the NIV.

13 Charles A. WanamakeTFhe Epistles to the Thessaloniahew International Greek Testament Commentary
series (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans/Exeter, Englandriratter, 1990), 92. Bealk and 2 Thessalonian63-64.
Specifically, 1 Thess 2:1 is a striking paralletwl:9 and gives the basis for 1:8.

14 Beale provides the following paraphrase: “The oeahat your witness was so effective and we agsstid not
have to witness as much as we would have (1:8tismy because those whom you witness to becanmesges
(1:9) but also because our witness to you wasnafdctive.” Bealel and 2 Thessaloniané4.




15 In most contexts, the adversatalea (“but”) serves as a contrast; however in 1 The&dtZerves an explanatory
function.

1% |n Thessalonica, the attacks were probably comingtly from without. The Jews, who were jealou®aftil’s
success and opposed to his message, stirred upch bfirabble rousers and the city authoritiesragdfaul, so that
he had to leave town. They even followed him togae60 miles away, to stir up opposition there sAct:4 reports
that a number of leading women in the city haddweld after hearing Paul preach. Perhaps the huslodidese
women were saying, “Paul is just another religibuskster like we see come through here all the.ttosv could
you be so dumb as to fall for what he said? Hess guit to make a buck or to con women into sleepiitig him.
Don't be so gullible!” To answer these charges,|Ragerts and defends his own integrity with tme af defending
the gospel and of urging the new Christians to walkthy of God. Steven J. Cole, “Becoming Men degrity” (1
Thess 2:1-12): 3-4.

" Before coming to Thessalonica, Paul came to Gotintweakness and in fear and in much tremblifigCpr
2:3).

8 The Greek world was familiar with athletic contesind Paul often used this idea to illustrateitspirtruths (see
1 Cor 9:27; Phil 3:13-14; 2 Tim 4:7). Paul used ttame word in Phil 1:30 where he pictured the<iihn life as
an athletic contest that demanded dedication aechgnlt had not been easy to start a church itigphiand it was
not easy to start one in Thessalonica. Cf. Col Wl8re the verbagonizomajiis used in much the same way.

19 Morris writes, “The use of [this] ... worégori here reminds the Thessalonians that the oppositiat Paul had
met had been intense, and his preaching had notdsesy. How, in the face of this, could it be urgeat he
preached only for what he could get out of it.” Merl and 2 Thessalonian52.

% Undoubtedly, by the use of this word, Paul hamind both inward and outward conflict that believeften face
in ministry if they are faithful to God's callinghd purpose. But there were also inward battlesgperiike the
temptation to throw in the towel in the face ofadigraging conditions. There were the spirituallbativith spiritual
opposition, and there was his deep concern focllueches which he rated right alongside with higsptal
sufferings. Note in particular 1 Cor 2:3; 2 Cor-8@ 7:5; 11:23-28. Hampton Keathley Ill, “An Exalafor
Ministry” (1 Thess 2:1-12)An Exegetical and Devotional Commentary on FirgtS&aloniangwww.bible.org)

2 This quote is attributed to Dr. Bob Jones, SmfiRay Pritchard, “Five Words on a Tombstone” (1 $h2:1-6):
http://www.keepbelieving.com/sermon/1996-08-18-FiVerds-on-a-Tombstone/

% Ernest BestA Commentary on the First and Second Epistlesg¢dtiessalonian®lack’s New Testament
Commentaries series}®&d. (London: Black, 1977), 94; John R.W. Stdtte Gospel and the End of Time: The
Message of 1 and 2 Thessalonigbswners Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1991), 48. Itgsssible to preach the right
message with the wrong motives (Phil 1:14-19).

2 Grant C. Richison] Thessalonianéttp://www.gracenotes.infd/997), 45.

Richison,1 Thessalonian#5.

4 Richison,1 Thessaloniansts.

% Getz comments, “Here’s where we are dealing witlelicate balance. Jesus stated that we are te besa as
serpents and harmless as doves (Matt 10:16). lag¢alght His followers how to be ‘fishers of meNldtt 4:19).
But this in no way gives us license to be cunnamgfty, and tricky.” Gene A. Get&tanding Firm When You'd
Rather Retreat: Based on 1 Thessaloni@fentura, CA: Regal, 1986), 51.

% Cole, “Becoming Men of Integrity,” 6.

% The strong adversativala (“but,” “on the contrary”) is used to make a shagmtrast between 2:3 and 2:4.

2 The worddedokimasmeth&approved”) is in the perfect tense, which sugg@®t only past approval but one that
continues into the present—“we stand approved.”

291 like what Bill Cosby once said, “I don’t knowetkey to success, but the key to failure is trymglease
everybody.” See Preaching Today citatiemvw.quotationspage.com

30 Mayhue suggests that Paul may be alluding to I@01here: “But, O LORD of hosts, who judges righitsly,
Who tries the feelings and the heart, Let me sa# Yengeance on them, for to You have | committgccause.”
Richard Mayhuekirst and Second Thessaloniaf®cus on the Bible (Great Britain: Christian F&c1999), 68.

31 Morris writes, “Here the meaning is that God shascout the whole of our inner life. Nothing isdiéeh from
him. In passing we might note that the plural, ‘bearts,’ is unlikely to be an editorial pluralaksociates Silas and
Timothy closely with Paul in this great affirmati®Morris, 1 and 2 Thessalonians4.

32 See 2 Pet 2:14, 18-19: These false teachers leges full of adultery that never cease from siticety unstable
souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursiédreh...For speaking out arrogant words of vanitgtientice by
fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who baretpps from the ones who live in error, promisingrifeeedom




while they themselves are slaves of corruptionpfpwhat a man is overcome, by this he is enslévefd.Jude 7-8,
16; Rev 2:14, 20.

¥ See “you know,” “knowing,” “you recall,” “you areitnesses” (1:5; 2:1, 2, 5, 9, 10, 11).

% pritchard, “Five Words on a Tombstone.”

% The wordkolakia (“flattery”) occurs only here in the NT. Morris ites, “We can use this English term of remarks
that, although insincere, are directed to the pleasf the person being flattered. The Greek teamrhather the idea
of using fair words as a means of gaining one’s emts. It is a matter of using insincerity as astriment of
policy, as a means of persuading another to dosomidl.” Morris, 1 and 2 Thessalonian54.

% This idea came from David Jeremi&Bubic Zirconium,” Today’s Turning Point7/1/08.

37 1n this context, “apostles” is used in a rathemagal sense meaning “as Christ's messengers” rdtharin the
more technical sense of the Twelve and of Paultddlee special revelation given to him. F. F. Brucand 2
ThessaloniansWord Biblical Commentary series (Waco, TX: Wot882), 31.

% See Matt 10:34-36; Mark 10:29; 13:12-13; Luke 1253; and 1 Cor 7:12-15.

% The word “gentle” épiog is only used here and in 2 Tim 2:24.

“0 paul may have applied the maternal image of amyireother to himself because he represented tieeGod (1
Thess 1:9), whose relationship with Israel was sones portrayed as a mother caring for her yousg 49:15;
66:12-13; Hos 11:1, 3-4). Bealkand 2 Thessaloniang3. Mayhue proposes that Paul's imagery mighelf@me
from Moses’ leadership of Israel. The liberatothed Jews from Egypt pictures himself as a guardarying a
nursing child (Num 11:2). It is the picture of ombo unselfishly cherishes her own children jusaasother bird
does for her young (Deut 22:6). Mayhtrst and Second Thessalonia’®. Weima notes, “Instead of the
common word for “mother’rfiete), Paul employs a term with the specialized meanfrigvet nurse” {rophog,
someone who suckles children. The use of wet nuvagswidespread in the Greco-Roman world, and ahcie
writers typically portrayed the wet nurse as anantgnt and beloved figure. Since the original reers to this
woman nursing heswn children, Paul has in view here the natural mothtirer than the hired wet nurse. Yet he
uses the unusual tertmophosbecause this metaphor of a nursing mother undersdus sincere love for the
Thessalonian Christians. A hired nurse competeattgs for the children in her charge, but she shes her own
children even more.” Jeffrey A.D. Weima, “1 Thesséans,”Zondervan lllustrated Bible Backgrounds
CommentaryGrand Rapids: Zondervan, 2002), 414.

1 The vertthalpo (“cherish, comfort”) is only used one other platéhe NT: Eph 5:29 where it refers to a
husband’s care for his wife.

*2 There is a textual variant here betweepios(“babes”) anchpios(“gentle”). It is difficult to determine which of
the two is the original reading. The UBS text fasepioibut Metzger and Wikgren dissent, arguing thaibi
alone suits the context.

3 John Watson (1812-1872), a Scottish preacher vinetge words on the flyleaf of his Bible: “Be kinyau don’t
know what battles people are fighting.” Quoted iorén,Hope and Glory 76.

“*4 The imperfect tense of “we were well pleasegtidokoumenexpresses that this was the apostles’ habitykal. st
5 «“Our own lives” — their whole being was given tetcare of the Thessalonians (cf. 1 Cor 12:15; P1il).

“® The Thessalonians are Pawgapetoi(“dear ones,” “beloved”). Cf. “beloved by God” in4; 2 Thess 2:13.

"It is also used in the LXX (Job 3:21) of one whifers and longs for death.

“8 Eaton writes, “Paul was not too shy or too prautié¢ an affectionate person. Although he had ademtly got
to know these Thessalonians he had taken thenhisitoeart, and wanted them to know how much heddlrem.
They were foreigners to him. He was Jewish and tiene Macedonians. But Paul did not let any kindwfural
differences bother him. He is a citizen of God’'shwide church, and so are they. He loves them thighlove of
Jesus.” Eator, and 2 Thessalonian34.

9 These words are also found together in 2 Cor 12 Zhess 3:8.

0 The verbepibareo(“burden”) is used only here and in 2 Thess 3:B&NT.

*1 paul had received some help from friends at Riilighile he was at Thessalonica (Phil 4:16) buktnothing
from those to whom he preached.

2 The wordhosios(“devoutly”) is only used here in the NT.

*3 The worddikaios (“uprightly”) is found elsewhere in the NT only inCor 15:3.

¥ The advertamemptog“blamelessly”) is also used in 1 Thess 5:23aligctival form is used at 3:13 in the
context of the return of Jesus; that is, no chaegebe brought against him when he is examineddd; G

% Bruce writes, “The Christian minister is expectedjive practical instruction to his fellow Christis, but not by
way of dictation. Since he cannot rule by decrdeeifs to be true to the spirit of Christ, he ngistie by.” Bruce;l
and 2 Thessalonian89.



°¢ Mayhue,First and Second Thessaloniai#$. Some commentators see the word “devoutly&sring to our
attitudes and actions toward God and “uprightifféreng to our attitudes and actions toward manweleer, it
seems more likely that both of these terms areiegipe to both God and man.

" Paul’s ministry among them was not marked by féigon or partiality but by a fatherly care for “émnone of
you” (hena hekaston humpn

*8 For other Pauline fatherly metaphors see 1 Cot-48, 21; 2 Cor 6:11-13; Phil 2:22; Philem 10.

%9 The construction of the verse is difficult, ladiia main verb.

0 GreenThe Letters to the Thessalonian86. Cf. Eph 4:17; Gal 5:3.

®1 Ray Pritchard, “How to Turn the Word Upside DowviriThess 2:1-12):
http://www.keepbelieving.com/sermon/1994-09-25-HmaF urn-the-World-Upside-Down/

2 The verb “walk” peripate is used to describe one’s life, either in a posil Thess 4:1, 12) or a negative
fashion (2 Thess 3:6, 11). Mayhuétst and Second Thessaloniads.

% The phrase “worthy of God” is used in Eph 4:1;|RH7; Col 1:10.

%t is important to notice the present tense vedll$.” The Thessalonians have been called to satvaNow God
is calling them to a life of obedience and holiness

% Holmes notes, “Paul links “glory” closely with ‘fkjdom” (they share a single preposition and artahel a
single “his” governs both words). The two termsdibgr indicate a believer’s ultimate goal: to liveder the
dominion and in the presence of God.” Holnteand 2 Thessalonian§8.

% Richison,1 Thessalonianss.

®”Holmes,1 and 2 Thessalonian§7.




