“Love is the Last Word” (1 Corinthians 16:13-24)

While serving as a staff pastor in our previousrchul remember receiving a loving exhortation from
wife. This is the gist of what Lori said to me: ‘it® when you teach your adult Sunday school abdiss
30-40, you are so passionate, yet whenever youipteahe entire church family, your passion wanes.
You rise or sink to the level of your listeners.tié! Lori put her finger on a blind spot in my liféou
see, in my adult Sunday school class, | had 30etple who brought their Bibles to class, eagedy &l
forward when | spoke, and hung on every word thsaid. Now contrast that with the preaching service
where there were 300-400 people that seemed tggdtrjust to stay awake. | was passionate about my
class because of their spiritual hunger and mgturibse to their level of excitement. In the Sayd
morning worship services, | sank to the level @fldck of passion and interest in the body.

| received that rebuke from Lori and have been wgrlon this weakness of mine ever since. For, as my
chiropractic mentor, Dr. Greg Zimmerman, stateq) @y given Sunday, only one or two people really
get it. Don't be discouraged by the masses, indimas on the one or two people that will truly gétat
you're saying.” Today, | ask you this question:lwidu be one of the few that get it? Will you apply
God’'s Word to your life and be changed? We hawalfireached the conclusion of the book of 1
Corinthians. We are about to wrap up this year-lstagly. My prayer is that as we conclude this baek
will all “getit.” In 1 Cor 16:13-24 Paul will suggst thatove isthe remedy for churchills. In this

passage, Paul provides three elements of spirtaglrity.

1. The Exhortations of Spiritual Maturity (16:13-14).In these opening two verses, Paaleils five
moral exhortation$Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. Let all that you
do be done in love."These five exhortations are all present tense iatppeis demanding continuous
action. Therefore, we must recognize that God’sroamds are not good advice. They are not optional.
God’'s commands are not like a cafeteria where wepaek or choose what we want. All five commands
are incumbent upon the believer. The first four s@nds employ military metaphors to encourage
resoluteness in the faithyhile the final command summarizes the previouws.fo

» Beonthealert. This command is a warning to watch out for thdee seek to bring about
division. Paul urges the Corinthians to be watchéglarding danger from inside as well as
outside the churchMost of the problems in Corinth, and in most of ohurches today, arise
from within the congregation, so we must be esfigatert. The expression “be on the alert”
sometimes occurs with anticipation of the Lord’snoag, so that may have been in Paul's
thinking as wellt We should expect the return of the Lord at anyefiend our behavior should
reflect the Lord’s values and should not be charized by deeds of darknéss.

e Stand firm in thefaith. This is a military image that urges the Corintlsiéto hold their ground”
and not retreat before an enefrifhe command to “stand firm” has already servethas
bookends for chapter 15 (15:2, 38Jhe phrase “the faith” here probably denotes tio¢hbody
of Christian teachindsand our own personal relationship with the Lb&Ince there are many
temptations out there that can cause us to depantthe faith we need to be vigilant and stand
firm. Are you standing firm in the faith or are ytike shifting sand?

« Act like men and be strong.® These next two commands should be taken tog&tfdre verbs
are frequently combined in the Old Testament tmex@od’s people to have courage in the face
of danger, especially from one’s enenfieShe word Paul uses for “be strong” is in the passi
in voice, meaning “be strengthened.” We cannongtieen ourselves; that is the Lord’s work.
Our part is to submit ourselves to HiffGeneral George Patton summed it up well, “Couisge
fear that has said its prayers.”



The fifth and final command is the glue that hdliks other four together. In 16:14, Paul exclaims,

» Letall that you do be donein love. Paul makes his point especially clear by framing lgiter's
closing: “Let all that you do be done in love” (18), and “My love be with you all in Christ
Jesus” (16:24Y This love involves both love for the Lord (16:22)d love for one another
(16:24)*° Paul earlier challenged his readers with thetfzat “knowledge makes arrogant, but
love edifies” (8:1). Love is the greatest motivgtiorce for ethical behavidf.The old saying is
still true that “People need to know how much yatedbefore they care how much you know.”
Love isthe remedy for churchills.

[What does love look like in the body of Christ? \Wn’t really have to speculate because Paul paints
picture of it for us in the next six verses.]

2. The Characteristics of Spiritual Maturity (16:15-20).In these six verses, Paul shares five
characteristics of spiritual maturity: service, sussion, friendship, hospitality, and affection] fWe of
these are essential aspects of growing to matuaritye Lord and in our relationships with God'’s pleo
In 16:15-20, Paul writeSNow | urge you, brethren (you know the household bStephanas, that they
were the first fruits of Achaia, and that they havedevoted themselves for ministry to the saints),
that you also be in subjection to such men and toveryone who helps in the work and labors. |
rejoice over the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatusnd Achaicus, because they have supplied
what was lacking on your part. For they have refresed my spirit and yours. Therefore
acknowledge such men. The churches of Asia greetwdAquila and Prisca® greet you heartily in
the Lord, with the church that is in their house. Al the brethren greet you. Greet one another with
a holy kiss.” Let's now consider the five characteristics of ispal maturity.

« Service. Stephanas and his family were Paul’s first convgfitst fruits”)*® in Achaia, the
province in which Corinth stood (1:16). They hadegi themselves selflessly to serving the
Corinthians. They were probably loyal to Paul arad/have been the source from which he
received some of his information about conditionthis church. Verse 15 states that the
household of Stephanas “devoted themselves fostmyrtio the saints.” The King James Version
translates the verb “devoted” as “addicted.” | likés! They were serving in ministry so
consistently, so regularly, that it was like aniatidn; they were hooked on ministry. That's not
such a bad addiction, is it? Could anyone accusefithis?

Last week, | talked with one of our longtime mengh@&arb Mansfield. After retiring from
approximately twenty years as one of our childré&usday school superintendents, Barb
immediately took on more ministries. She curreptyforms women's follow-up, serves in our
coffee fellowship hour, and is discipling a new &tian. | had to gush over Barb’s commitment
to service that stems from a love for Christ ansl ¢tiurch.

e Submission. The Corinthians had a problem with submission thanity. They were
competitive, stubborn, and even arrogant at timuesy in the church wanted to do their own
thing. Verses 16-18 would have encouraged themycegiate some less flashy servants of the
Lord. Submission is not earned by holding an offite earned by godly character and service.
There’s no indication that Stephanas was a past@ven a church officer. He was apparently
just an ordinary Christian with extraordinary loBit he deserves as much respect as pastors and
elders?® Mutual submission is a key theme of Spirit-filled liviAGAIl believers are to submit to
each other (Eph 5:2%).Service, not status, should be the basis for honitre church. Are you
submitting to the various servant leaders in ourrch? Do you esteem them above yourself? Do
you seek creative ways to honor them?



Friendship. Apparently, when the financial support for Paul'ssionary work dried up,
Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus bailed hinBoatiteven more meaningful is the fact that
they “refreshed” his spirit. One of the finest cdiments that can be paid of another Christian is
to say that he or she is refreshing to be aroucsmp your spirit, and encourages you to keep
going. | know a lot of people in our church who kke that; | always feel better after being with
them. They are a blessing to everyone they comeritact with.

Let me ask you: when you enter a room, is thereerjay, peace, and love than before you
arrived? When you leave, is the atmosphere artddgtbetter? Do you refresh your fellow-
believers or bring them down? And let me ask armajtiestion: when you experience
refreshment from other believers, how should y@poad? Paul says, “Such people deserve
recognition.” Thank them. Write them a note. Gikkerh a hug and tell them how much they
mean to yo§®

As a pastor, | occasionally have people tell me tteay like our worship services but are not
making friends in our church. They tend to assun®ethe fault of our church. | used to take this
personal until | began to notice a trend. Thoséviddals that approached me with this grievance
didn’t want to be involved in a small group, an ladiass, or in any type of service. It quickly
dawned on me that that problem did not lie withlubas been well said, “We don't find friends,
we make them® Emmanuel is a wonderful place to cultivate lifejdriendships, but we must
invest in the body in order to reap the benefitse isthe remedy for churchills.

This section closes with two additional marks dfigpal maturity: hospitality and affection.

Hospitality. Aquila and Priscilla opened up their home andéubst church. According to the
New Testament, this dynamic ministry couple livedi least three different cities—Corinth,
Ephesus, and Rome—and in all three places thewlthdrch in their house. Furthermore, it was
at their house that Paul stayed during his vesy fiisit to Corinth, probably for more than a year
and a half. There may be no greater tool for minigtan the Christian home. Because the home
is a testing ground for the power of love and ataoage, it serves as a living demonstration of
God'’s love for those seeking to be part of Godifa

The late Dr. Francis Schaeffer and his wife, Elethbmoved from America to Switzerland and
started L'Abri (“shelter”) in their home in 195506n they were inundated by students and others
seeking answers to life’s questions. They providietical truth, acceptance, and hospitality to all
who came to their door.

Closer to home are our own Nathan & Jennifer Curgmatho have the gift of hospitality. Yet,
interestingly, they could make use of all kinder€uses to not be hospitable. Nathan just
returned from serving our country overseas, Jenrgfgently gave birth to a second child, and
they have moved into a new house that demandstarethey want to reach out and be a
blessing to others.

By the way, as we consider these characteristispiafual maturity, it is worth noting that the
entire household of Stephanas is recognized irb1®arents, children learn love and service in
the home, and they learn the lack of love and seriere also. They learn hospitality as they see
their parents practice it; they also learn to faido their stuff tightly as they watch parents who
do that. As a parent, are you helping your childeann through observation and practice how to
live out these characteristics?



« Affection.® Paul sees the custom of the holy kiss as a prapezative to the cliquishness and
bickering that characterized the church at Corititbould also serve as a remedy to the
tremendous personal isolation that so many feayod/hy, then, has this custom of kissing one
another on the cheek all but passed from the cRUfaist, it faded because it was liable to abuse.
Some people had trouble distinguishing holy kigsm® other kinds. Second, it faded because
the church became less and less of a fellowshighdtittle house churches, where friend met
with friend and all were closely bound togethewdis the most natural thing in the world; but
when the little fellowship turned into a vast coeggation, and houses gave way to cathedrals,
intimacy was lost and the holy kiss vanished witi he kiss, of course, is not the important
thing; a hug, or a warm two-handed handshake, armraround the shoulder can express the
same feelings, and in some cultures might be mupeogriate. The key is the love and intimacy
that the gesture symbolizes. Who needs a hug olykiss from you today? How will you
communicate your love to others in the body of &iftiove is the remedy for churchills.

[We have considered the exhortations and charatitariof spiritual maturity, but now Paul closeis th
passage and the entire book of 1 Corinthians with...]

3. The Mark of Spiritual Maturity (16:21-24).Please notice that this third and final pointifegalar,
not plural. In fact, in these four verses, Pauldbdown everything that he has said in this pasaagden
this letter to a single word: LOVE. First, howeviee, provides a note in 16:2The greeting is in my
own hand—Paul.” This verse indicates that this letter, like mosPalil's letters, is written by a scriffe.
In our day, this is akin to an executive that diesea letter to a secretary but signs it and aduteeanote
at the bottom. The point is this: Paul picks updh#l and signs off this letter with a personaldb.

In 16:22, Paul's personal touch is a verse withrae:“If anyone does not love the Lord, he is to be
accursed. Maranatha.” This verse is rather sobering! The word “accursedans “devoted to
destruction.” The question is: does Paul have imdtemporal or eternal destruction? Most scholars
argue for the latter; however, there is no cont@xteiason to assume that Paul is now all of a sudde
discussing unbelievers or false teachers. Rath&eeims that he is still addressing believers. Toderm,
some of the Corinthians do not I6%he Lord® Lack of love for the Lord refers to factiousnesf-
seeking, strife, and carnality that practically idsrone’s love for Chrisf.In this context it means lack of
obedience to Him in such things as exalting humedaem over the wisdom of the cross, tolerating
incest, attending idol feasts, dividing over spaitgifts, and abusing the Lord’s Suppethose that fail
to love the Lord and other believers will face Godurse? This probably is exclusion from fellowship
the local church? The opposite of this is “Maranatha,” an Aramaiaavthat means, “Our Lord, com&'”
This is similar to John’s final words in Rev 22:2Gome, Lord Jesus.”

Paul now prepares to close the book of 1 Corinthidthe grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.'Paul
concludes this strong but loving epistle with aypréul benediction of God’s graéeThis is the very

same way that he began his letter: “Grace to yaiB)¢° What a wonderful reminder that people need the
grace of God, for without it they are hopeless. st loving act that we can perform is to showgbeo
God’s grace. First, we must share God’s graceliragan. This means informing people that God’'sdov

is not based on our own merit but on Jesus Chrisgist. We receive salvation the same way that we
would receive a Christmas gift. We simply open uplmands, receive it, and then express gratitude. W
must also be messengers and dispensers of grduestowho are believers. This means not only do we
proclaim God’s grace in salvation, but we exempBfyd's grace in being gracious.

Paul’s parting words are found in 16:2¥ly love be with you all in Christ Jesus®’ Amen”* The last
sentence of the letter, written in Paul's own haedffirms his love for all the Corinthians—desgheir
failings, despite their arrogance. Although Pawdwrsome pretty ornery people in the Corinthian chur
and some of them made his life difficult, he selmiddove to all of them.



Paul wrote thirteen letters, yet this is the ontg ¢hat he ends with an affirmation of his love Ha
readers. It's amazing when you think of the chuoctvhich he expressed it. This was the church that
resisted him the most, that was the most fracturéd love life. But he says, “I love you,” notguin
himself but because of the relationship with Chhistt has transformed his life. Out of that he egpress
his love for the church, because he knows thagtily kind of love that lasts, the only kind oféothat
makes a difference, the only kind of love that'sgio enough to survive in the face of the personal
rejection and insult he has experienced from thigch.

Who do you need to express love to today? Who danged to forgive? Who do you need to come
alongside of? Who do you need to serve or to reatho? Our church will advance when we show love
for one another. As Jesus said, “All men will knthat we are His disciples by the love that we Have
one another” (John 13:34-35, paraphrake)e is the remedy for churchills.
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Scripture Reference

1 Corinthians 16:13-24
John 15:20-21

Matthew 24:42-44

1 Thessalonians 5:2-6

1 Corinthians 1:7-8

2 Corinthians 11:12-15
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13

Study Questions

1.

Which of the five exhortations in 16:13-14 do lusfgle with the most? Why do | find this particuéeea so
difficult? Who can help me master this characte&?®sWhich of the five exhortations have | growrtlie most
this year? How can | share what God has taught iteanother brother or sister in Christ?

Would my church family consider me a submissive @spectful person (16:15-16)? Why or why not? Read
Ephesians 5:21; 5:22; 6:1-3; Romans 13:1; 1 P&8;2:5a. How can | cultivate a more submissiveitspi

Am | a friendly and hospitable person (16:17-18)Rattecent examples can | cite that demonstrag@ thi
what specific ways do | “refresh” other believers?

For the married: how do my spouse and | participatainistry together as a couple (16:19-20)? Qler
years, what have we successfully accomplishedtiegeis a ministry couple? Where can we improvaiin o
service together? How can we encourage other rdardeples to serve the Lord as a team?

Can | honestly say that | love the Lord (16:22)WHimes my love for the Lord flesh itself out in agily life?
Read John 14:21, 23. Do | look forward to JesussCaireturn? Read 2 Timothy 4:8.
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had to rebuke sharply. But he bears no malice.dfdslove to all of them, a love in Christ Jesiotris, The

First Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians, 244. Thiselton “Paul wishes to assure his reattatswhatever have been
the stresses and strains within a vibrant, artieylaverly self-centered church, he never doutgsmbrk of God’s
grace within them (cf. 1:4-9), and he holds therhignheart with genuine ‘love.’...He loves ‘all’ ifem, not simply
‘the weak’ nor the most gifted, nor ‘Paul’s groip:12). It is as he sees them as One Badghristo Iesou that he
sends them his genuine ‘love’ to be ‘with’ them":alThiselton, The First Epistleto the Corinthians, 1347.

¥ «“Amen” means “So be it, | believe it.”



