“The Facts of Faith” (1 Corinthians 15:1-11)

| want you to stop for just a moment and think atiba greatest vacation you have ever taken. Do you
have those special memories locked into your m®&dad! Now think with me: what made that vacation
so memorable? Great food, great fun, great sightsgreat fellowship, right? Now, when you leftthis
vacation did you just jump on a plane and take Gff2ourse not! Before you departed on your dream
vacation, what did you have to do? You had to nsake you could take the necessary time off from
work. You had to have saved enough money to getdofro. You had to book airfare and lodging. You
had to research the location you were travelingP&whaps you even had to learn a foreign language.
Upon reflection, you had to put a lot of thoughtl &fifort into your vacation, didn’t you?

The same truth applies to moving to a new city. Wiwayou do when you finally decide you are
moving? You visit the new area and check out thghterhoods, the schools, the climate, the chutches
the restaurants, the gyms, the shopping areagharehtertainment options. You do your homework in
advance and discover everything you can aboutekeaity because it's going to be your new home.

What | find so surprising and tragic is most peaplee more thought to vacations and relocationa tha
they do their eternal destination and their quatitiife there. We don't prepare for our trip toraternal
home. | hope that we can change that as we studygh 1 Cor 15. In 1 Cor 15 we come to one of the
most important chapters of the Bible—the resuroectihapter. Interestingly, this chapter is the &sig
chapter of any New Testament epistle, and the bbdkCorinthians is the longest epistle in the New
Testament. Paul's words in this chapter divide tmto distinct sections. The first section (15:1-34)
makes the case for the reality and certainty ofélserrection. The second section (15:35-58) enplai
how the resurrection is possible and discussesahge of resurrection bodié®aul spent so much time
on this topic because the Corinthians had comelieve in life after death without bodily resuriiect?

Yet, Paul is not trying to prove the resurrectiédesus but to argue from it that Christians wél b
resurrected.The Corinthians evidently believed in the immatyadf the soul but had bought into the
popular Greek view that once a person takes histasth, it was curtains for the physical b8dyot so,
says Paul, and he argues in great detail from Becei@nd from reason that there is a future for our
physical bodies, as well as for our souls. But lefee can adequately defend the believer's redigngc
he has to deal with Christ’s resurrection, for pised the way for ours. In 1 Cor 15:1-11, Paul airas$,
“What goes down must come upti' these eleven verses, Paul imparts two featfrée gospel.

1. The gospel is trustworthy(15:1-8).In this first section, Paul explains the conteritewr relationship
with God. In doing so, he particularly emphasizesyalidity of the resurrection. Again, Paul doestny
to prove that the resurrection of Christ actualippened. Instead, he assumes the resurrectiontatfa
these verses, he simply wants us to know that thais risen from the dead. Paul begins by stating i
15:1-2:“Now | make known to you, brethren? the gospel which | preached to you, which also you
received, in which also you stand, by which also yaare saved, if you hold fast the word which |
preached to you, unless you believed in vainAs with some of the other topics dealt with in teiger,
Paul starts answering the problem even before fieedat in 15:12. What Paul is saying now is no
different than what he shared with the Corinthipresiously. The gospel still works today. This is
certainly not the first time the Corinthians hawaltd this truth, rather Paul is reminding them of
something they have forgott&fPaul uses this phrase when he wants to share lsiogénportant (cf.
12:3)? It is as though a father is sitting down with &is and saying, “Now | want to go over your
responsibilities around the housee more time.”!° | can relate to this, as | am sure you can as W
bulk of our faith is review. As Christians what veally need is to be reminded of what we already
know! We need to preach the gospel to ourselves every?dhen we do this, we experience a new
surge of life and love for Christ.




Paul wants to remind his readers of what the gdsp&he term “gospel” means “good news.” Thishis t
message that Paul preached to the Corinthiankdagighteen months he served as their paSRaul is
writing with the confidence that the Corinthians &ona fide believeré.What goes down must come up.

« Paul states that they have “receivédhe gospel® The verb “received” speaks of a response in
the past. Salvation is the miracle of a momerthdfgospel worked for you when you believed in
Christ and it's not working for you now, you chadgeot the gospel.

» Paul states that the Corinthians “stand” on th@glbd he verb “stand” indicatggesentstability
on the basis of past actibhArchimedes, a™® century Greek scientist and mathematician, once
said, “Give me a place to stand and | can movevtréd.” The gospel gives us a place to stand.
Jesus Christ is our stability and security.

» Paul affirms that the Corinthians are “saved” by ¢iospel he preached. To be “saved” means “to
be delivered or rescued.” The words “are savedukhbe translated “are being saved” to reflect
the present tense vetbThere are three phases to salvation: past, presmhfuture. Having
received the gospel at a point in the past, Gothbdg work on us so that we become more like
Him.™ If we hold fast the gospel we initially received we veilperience spiritual health. The
phrase “unless you believed in vain” is referringtie hopelessness of our faith apart from
Christ's resurrection (cf. 15:14, 17).

Paul has great confidence in this gospel messagibe Christ’'s death and resurrection is propHhitica
and historically verifiable. In 15:3-5, Paul is ggito clearly and succinctly share the core elemehthe
gospel* He writes,“For | delivered to you as of first importance what| also received, that Christ
died for our sins according to the Scripturesand that He was buried, and that He was raised otine
third day according to the Scriptures and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twedyv' An
important phrase immediately jumps out becausergpeated in 15:3-4: “according to the Scripttifés.
In the Old Testament, God predicted that Christldidie and rise again. One of the strongest argtsnen
that Jesus is the Christ is how He fulfilled Oldsenent prophecy. In 15:3, Paul states that heetetil

to the Corinthians the gospel he had received fstrar apostles. This gospel was “of first importinc
and foundational to everything else in the Chnistife. Underline that phrase “of first importanda”
your Bible. We can discuss and debate the Charisgifts of 1 Cor 12-14 and other non-essential
issues, but the gospel is “of first importance i5la non-negotiable. The reason for this is thepgbdid
not originate from Paul or any other man; rathevds received from God and then delivered to pediple
is God's gospel, not ours. No one would have eesrstd a plan of salvation like this one, for madki
always tries to obtain salvation the old-fashiomey—-to earn it.” But the good news of the Chrigtia
gospel is that salvation is a free gift—costly tari€t but free to u&’ Here are the facts of the gospel.

Fact 1: “Christ died for our sins."There are three important elements to the fittdathe gospelFirst,
Jesus ChristSay that powerful name out loud a few times. gbspel centers on Jesus Christ, not
Buddha, Mohammed, not even God. You believe in Gagte! But God wants to know: what are you
going to do with My Son, Jesus Christ? Responsds asi. “| go to church every week and I'm a good
father or mother” have nothing to do with the gdsphe gospel centers on Jesus Ch8scond,Jesus
Christ died One quarter of the gospel accounts focus onghthdbf Christ. Plenty of other information
was left out so that we would grasp the death sfid€hrist. Therefore, the issue is what happenedte
cross and why did it happefi®ird, Jesus Christ died for our siiJesus did not die as a good example;
He did not die because He was a nice martyr; Jebtist died for our sins. Sin is a concept one ddes
hear a lot in our culture today. We hear abougedlbes, addictions, and disorders, but we don’tineah
about sin. Yet, the truth is: Jesus Christ diedhencross for the sins of every man, woman, and théat
has ever lived. Sin is the reason Jesus went tortdss.



Christ had to die because you and | were in troulile God. What puts us in trouble with God is our
sin?® Just so that there is no doubt, let me clarifytvgiis: Sin is anything contrary to the charaeted
commandments of God. To boil down this definitimer further, sin is merely leaving God out and
failing to worship Him properly. If you have eveork this, you've qualified yourself to be a firgelee
sinner. The only reason God made you was to leaveitd He created you to have fellowship with
Himself. But you and | have continually rejected Hffections.

As a result, Paul and the rest of the biblical evstteach that Jesus Christ died for our Sifiie word
“for” means “in the place of, because of.” Thisigstitution. A substitute is a person who takesplace
of another. We should have died for our sins bstigelied in our place. Jesus took your place that y
might have His place. He took your hell that yoglmihave His heaven. That is His substitutionary
death. It is the heart of the gospel. Jesus’ lifesdnot save us. His teaching does not save usas us
by His death on the cross. There is no other waetaid of our sins. The good news of the gospéhat
when Christ died for our sins, He died for our ppstsent, and future sins. He covered all of g for
all time. Are you having trouble forgiving yoursédir sins you have committed? Remember, Christ’s
death was sufficient for your sins. His death §iatisGod’s wrath against sfi.

Fact 2: “Christ was buried.”Christ’'s death was not an accident that left Himd for a while along

some deserted roadway. He did not endure His agaay from the notice of the crowd; rather, His
death was the center of the city’'s attention. Farrtiore, as the center of the city’'s attention sitene

was one of deliberate execution. This was a p@xecution by soldiers whose own lives depended upon
their ability to carry out the death sentence. €heere no heroic efforts to save His life. No ereery

unit was called to rush His body to a trauma cewtesre it could be placed on life support systemnts u
vital signs returned. The evidence states thatsChdtually died and spent three days in a tomb ddath
was confirmed by His executioners, who didn't takg chances but plunged a spear into His side. Then
He was carried away, wrapped according to the emibglcustom of the day, and placed in a tomb,
sealed by a heavy rock. The emperor’s seal wagglac the tomb to warn grave robbers, and a guard
was posted to make sure that no one brash enouigk tais life to steal a dead body would be ablda

it. All of this is a reminder to us that what happd three days later was not just a physical réstiso.
Christ didn’t rally from a nonfatal injury. He wast buried alive. He die#! What goes down must come

up.

Fact 3: “Christ was raised.” Jesus Christ arose! Buddha has died. Mohammendévas arisen from

the dead. What makes Christianity distinct and isubat the Messiah of Christianity is no longettie
grave...His bones are nowhere to be found...He is!alikke firm foundation of the Christian faith is an
empty tomb. Peter Larson said, “The life of Jesuzraicketed by two impossibilities: a virgin’s womb
and an empty tomb. Jesus entered our world thraudgior marked ‘No Entrance’ and left through a door
marked ‘No Exit.”®

When you buy something at a store, the clerk asogpir money and gives you a receipt confirming tha
the bill was paid in full. If there is ever a disp@about whether the payment was made, all you twasle

is produce your receipt. When Jesus cried, “linsted!” (John 19:30), He uttered the Greek word
tetelestaj which means, “Paid in full.” The payment for iirmt God demanded has been paid, and the
empty tomb is proof that the payment was receivetithe debt satisfied. The resurrection is our
“receipt” from God the Father that He accepted $tia’s payment for sin on the crdss.

Fact 4: “Christ was seen.’Paul notes that Jesus appeared to Peter anddbesp This is evidence that
Jesus rose from the dead. It is amazing that thiepferson, after all of the women at the tomb, the
resurrected Christ appears to is the very one veldodenied Him three times. This ought to encourage
you. God is a God of restoration. He has forgiveu for all of your sins—past, present, and futédé.
that He wants is for you to run to Him like Petat (Luke 24:12).



Now that we have looked at the facts of faith, tagk you a question? Do you know the gospel better
than you know sports statistics, movie lines, amydyrics? Could you preach the gospel message in
your sleep? Are you that comfortable presentingdhes of faith? If not, you should be. There ismaore
important message in this world.

The great Emperor Napoleon had three commandsveehimmessengers as they conveyed his messages
to various sections of his army. Those three contmavere, “Be clear! Be clear! Be clear!” Those who

are entrusted with proclaiming the good news ofig&hrist must also be clerSo let me be clear right
now: You have sinned against a holy and righteocos (Rom 3:23). The penalty for your sin is eternal
separation from Him (Rom 6:23). Yet, God sent His She Lord Jesus Christ, to die on the cross for

your sins (Rom 5:8). He then demonstrated that Bie @od by rising from the dead (Rom 1:3-4). Today,
He asks you to trust in His person and work (Ro2i-26; John 3:16).

You know, a preacher can stand up every Sundayedirttie truth and never preach the gospel. For
example, | can say, “Diphtheria is a bad diseasew that is the truth, but that isn't good newst Bu
say, “Here is a medicine that can prevent diphéhericure diphtheria,” that's the good news. Arat’th
the gospel. Will you believe the good news aboetgérson and work of Jesus Christ today? Will you
place your faith in Him as your Savior?

In 15:6-8, Paul moves from the message of the gosestrong argument for the resurrection of
Christ—historically verifiable witnesses. He recarthfter that [His resurrectionHe appeared to
more than five hundred brethren at one time, most bwhom remain until now, but some have fallen
asleep; then He appeared to James, then to all tapostles® and last of all, as to one untimely
born, He appeared to me also.Paul’s main argument is that there were still eye®gses to the
resurrection living at the time he was writing tfiist letter to the Corinthians. Paul is invitipgople to
check out the reality of the resurrection for thelwss® He is saying, “There are nearly five hundred
people who, some twenty years ago, saw Jesustifteesurrection. Ask one of them.” This is very
convincing proof of the resurrection, because Reaulld never have challenged people like this in a
public letter that was going to be circulated #gb eyewitnesses had not in reality seen the exsed
Christ. Paul was convinced that his witnesses woaldirm the facts. While it might not be impossibl
for a small group of twelve to have a vision orreed optical illusion of a risen Jesus, this wdugd
impossible with as large a group as five hundred.

Paul gives another convincing proof: Jesus alseagu to James. James is Jesus’ half-brother, wgho d
not believe in Him until after the resurrectibrHe grew up in the same home with Jesus, but Hetss
Him until after Jesus rose from the dead. After étisounter with the resurrected Christ, James becam
the leader of the Jerusalem chuitihat another great reminder that God is a Godadey If you have
placed your faith in Christyhat goes down must come up.

The people that Paul mentions were living too closthe time of Christ’s resurrection to effectiyel
deny it. They simply could not explain away thisarhistorical event anymore than a person today ca
effectively deny the reality of the Holocaust. Ténare people today who try to deny the Holocaust, b
they don't get very far because there are stillt@my survivors of the Nazi concentration camps. In
1981, 10,000 of these survivors held a four-dafgyatg in Jerusalem. In an interview, Ernest Mithae
survivor of the Auschwitz and Buchenwald concerdgratamps, held up his hands and said, “These
hands have carried off (for burial) more corpsesmthcare to remember. And some say that the
Holocaust never happened! We know; we were th&rkikewise, the Corinthians to whom Paul wrote
were living far closer to the time of Christ’s regction than the people who met in Jerusalem 8119
were to the Holocaust they survived. You and Laidrse, are almost 2,000 years away from the
resurrection. We can't talk to eyewitnesses lileefirople to whom Paul originally wrote his letter.
Nevertheless, we have the testimony of Scriptucepdenty of changed lives.



Since this is the resurrection chapter, it is appate to touch quickly upon Paul’s notion of dedth
15:6, Paul states that some of the believers witeased Jesus “have fallen asleep.” The verb atmus|
“sleep” (koimag is often used in the Bible as a euphemism fottded&ien speaking of believers. This
metaphorical usage by its very nature emphasizekdpe of resurrection: Believers will one day “wak
up” out of death® Unbelievers “die”; believers “fall asleep”Death: separation. A Christian does not
die, we fall asleep, and we turn over from one diolanother world. We are alive! An unbelieversdie
because he is going to where God does not existhDe not having the life of God in you.

In 15:8, Paul also refers to himself as “one unlynhern.” The Greek term here is the word for a
miscarriage or an abortidfiPaul means that spiritually speaking he was likatsorted fetus or a
stillborn child. He is referring to his state ofatchedness as an unbeliever and persecutor ofitinetc
Before his call and conversion, Paul was spirijudéad but he was miraculously given life through
God's grace. This image fits the theme runningugtothe chapter of God’s power giving life to the
dead’" Like Paul, though, when you believe in Chrigtat goes down must come up.

[Paul has hammered home his point that the gosprlstworthy. Now he will demonstrate that...]

2. The gospel is life-changing15:9-11).Paul explains that the proof of the gospel isriteerent power
to change lives. He will demonstrate this by stmthree characteristicirst, the gospel leads to the
recognition of sinIn 15:9,Paul writes,'For | am the least of the apostles, and not fit tdoe called an
apostle, because | persecuted the church of GodAll of the others to whom Christ appeared were
believers, whereas Paul was a violent hateful ueNel. He chased down the early Christians andrgoug
to have them incarcerated or even kilféds a result, Paul never ceased to be amazedftalt,people,
Christ would have appeared to hi.don't think a dream about Jesus could ever fpawduced the kind
of humble assessment of himself that Paul camlé timok a direct encounter with the living Lordgth
very person he had rejected, to help him see hig state. Here, Paul called himself “the leasthef
apostles.” Elsewhere he labeled himself “the forgtthof sinners (1 Tim 1:15) and “the very |€4sf all
the saints” (Eph 3:8). Paul understood that apanh {Christ, he was nothing. Like Paul, do you set a
feel your own sin? Do you grieve over your sin? po& more concerned about working on your sin
instead of other’s sin? It is so easy to be consinvith the sin of others (e.g., spouse, childrexssh
neighbors), yet a mark of godliness is a conceth your own sin.

Second, the gospel results in a total transfornmatibcharacter In 15:10a, Paul write$But by the
grace® of God | am what | am, and His_graceoward me did not prove vain.” Paul may have been a
mess when Jesus found him, but Christ didn’t l¢éarethat way. Because of God’'s mercy and grace
Paul became a great missionary, preacher, andtiaal It is only the one who has experienced the
power of the resurrection in his life who can exgece such a thorough transformation in charactdr a
then give the credit to God.

| love the phrase, “l am what | am.” | grew up watg Popeye, who used a similar phrase, “l yam what
yam.” When Popeye eats his spinach, he becomesgystdhen you and | eat up grace, we become
strong. Popeye had to take his spinach. He hagdn the can, gobble it down, and do his thing!

Similarly, you and | must do the very same thing Kéed to gobble up grace and let God empower us to
accomplish His work in and through us.

Lastly, the gospel produces a redirection of omeiire life In 15:10b-11, Paul writes,..but | labored
even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grae of God with me. Whether then it was | or they,

so we preach and so you believedli response to God’s gradeaul worked harder than everyone else.
Paul does not believe, however, that he is repayiaglivine grace shown to him with hard work. Rath
Paul is like a child who joyfully gives his mom mthday present after having spent the parents’ own
money to buy i®



All of Paul's effort and energy was bound up in Gagtace. In the same way, we are saved by grate an
we minister by grac¥.“Grace” is mentioned three times in 15:10. In agyal sense, the word “grace”
means “an undeserved expression of kindness.” Ghnacefore is in the expression of the kindness of
God that is given to those who do not deservehiit Tnvolves not only the initial grace of salvatiout
every other expression of undeserved help we egeived from the Lor® Don't let this point escape
you.

In 15:11, Paul now reprises what he wrote in 18Me preach” includes all of the apostles, and the
present tense conveys that it continues to be thesisage. Christ’s resurrection is the common
denominator on which all are in accord. It is tmmegotiable and cannot be jettisoned without mgtti
the Christian faitl{? What comes down must ga up

This past month, | went to the dentist becauseetiad to have a wisdom tooth either pulled or filled
Since | am a manly man, | opted to have it extchdttowever, when | was told that it would cost $2000
decided to renounce my manliness and have my fidleith In the weeks that followed, | experienced
discomfort and sharp pains when water ran ovetabih or | chewed on the left side of my mouthatih
a cavity in this wisdom tooth that went all the wihgough the entire tooth! So | finally decided dwid
pay the $200 and get this tooth extracted. | kriésvtboth would not get any better, and since Inditl
want to live in long-term pain, Lori set up an ajppment for me. Fortunately, the oral surgeons that
worked on my tooth were two gentlemen fresh ouhefArmy. They were gracious enough to not bill
my procedure as an operation. | ended up beingtablalk out of the dental office without my cavity
consumed wisdom tooth. It dawned on me that what weneeded to come out. | could not just have
this tooth filled, | needed an extraction.

Similarly, your physical body that God brought itibds world needs to be taken out of this wowhat
comes down must go.ufesus Christ died, was buried, arose, and was Seee Jesus Christ came
down, He must go back up. The same is true forydweliever in Christ. Your body awaits physical
resurrection. One day you will be given a glorifteatly, you will stand before Jesus Christ, andwdlu
be made like Him (1 John 3:2). In the meanwhiled @sks you and me to live in the light of that day.
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Scripture Reference

1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Psalm 16:8-11; 110:1
Matthew 27:62-66; 28:11-15
Luke 24:13-35

John 11:25-27; 20:24-29
Acts 1:3; 2:27-31; 17:30-32
Revelation 1:11-20

Study Questions

1. What is the gospel message (15:1-4)? Can | shaheanother person how he or she can have a redéijpn
with God? Have | committed the gospel to memoryslfwhat Bible verses and illustrations do | usey
gospel presentation?

2. Am | absolutely certain that | am a Christian? Wikany confidence based upon? Do | have assurhiaté t
were to die today that | would go to heaven? Delidve other people can have the same assurartdedibia
Why or why not? Read John 5:25; 2 Tim 1:12; andlinXb:9-13.

3. How do | view my sin (15:9)? Like the apostle Pald,l see my sin for what it really is?
4. Author Harry Blamires once wrote, “In the Christiléfie, nothing, nothing at all, can be purchasethatdo-it-
yourself shop.” How does this comment mesh with’/Baunderstanding of God’s grace (15:10-12)? Am |

wholly dependent upon God'’s grace to accomplishvwitigk in and through me?

5. Do I work hard for the Lord (15:10)? What would skovho know me say? How can | labor more efficientl
for Christ? Where can | serve Him more effectively?
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eikatecheté¢“hold fast”) is in the indicative mood which mesaa statement of fact: “if and it is true.” In tligntext,
then the meaning is: “since you hold fast to thepgd of salvation you are indeed saved.” This istoasay that one
is not saved if one does not hold fast to the fditiat conclusion is not supported here or anywkte in
Scripture Paul is thus observing that the brethren in Coramthindeed saved, the evidence of which is coefirm
by their holding fast to their faith in Christ aavor. If holding fast to ones faith in Christ weagequirement of
receiving eternal life then the third class comuditshould have been chosen by God the Holy SpiriP&ul to use:
ean+ subjunctive (conditional) mood + future tensee@s saved if one (subjunctive-conditional) coméis in the
faith.

" Verlyn D. Verbrugge, “1 Corinthians” in tHeevised Expositors Bible Comment&Brand Rapids: Zondervan,
forthcoming).

8 The verbgnorizo(“make known”) is capable of several other transtat: “make clear” (NET); “remind” (ESV;
NRSV; NIV; NLT); “clarify” (HSB); and “declare” (NKIV).

° Some have suggested that the phrase “I make ktmwwu” might be a gentle rebuke, implying that the
Corinthians do not properly understand the gospehé¢hough they have “received” it from him. Se¢eP8&laylor,
1 Corinthians(Darlington, UK: Evangelical Press, 2004):
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remindef (italics mine).
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NavPress, 1994) arthe Gospel for Real Lif@Colorado Springs: NavPress, 2003).

13 paul knew that his message had brought nothingdmd as he makes plain by the repetition of “gBdpsth as
noun and verb (“preached”). “Gospé€uaggeliofl means “good message,” this part of the versemgadmost
literally: “the good message with which | good-nmeaegsd you.”

4 The aorist tense “received”; the perfect tensenfirich you stand”; and the first class conditiosehtence “if
[since] you hold fast.”

5 The term “received”faralambanis used of “passed on traditions” (1 Cor 11:2331 Mark 7:4; Phil 4:9; 1
Thess 4:10; 2 Thess 3:6).

16 John uses the term “receivéaifiband of the gospel when he writes, “But as many asived Him, to them He
gave the right to become children of God, et@those who believe in His name” (John 1:12). Vésb “received”
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