“Love Knows No Limits” (1 Corinthians 13:1-13)

A Peanutscartoon shows Lucy standing with her arms foldedi astern expression on her face. Charlie
Brown pleads, “Lucy, you must be more loving. Thizrld really needs love. You have to let yourself
love to make this world a better place.” Lucy alygwihirls around and knocks Charlie Brown to the
ground. She screams at him, “Look, Blockhead, thddu love. Its people | can't stand.”

I'm sure we all feel that way from time to time,dasome of us feel that way most of the time. Mayte

feel that way right now. Loving the world in genlésa’t that difficult; loving the people around gan

be a major challenge. In 1 Corinthians 13, we @ind of the most beautiful and familiar chapterthin

Bible. This chapter is typically read at weddingsl anniversary celebrations. It has even beeroset t
music. Yet, this was never the original intenttdasl, Paul was writing a rebuke to a dysfunctional
church for their abuse of the spiritual gifts. Togdly though, this understanding is often ignored.
Consequently, | wonder if most Christians haveytpdndered the deeper meaning of this passage. Have
we heard this Scripture so often that we no lotigiek about what the words mean? | would suggest th

if we ignore the context of this chapter we ardamger of missing its major impélct.

In 1 Corinthians 13, Paul will argue tHave is an action, not an emotiofhe kind of love Paul will talk
about is seen, experienced, and demonstratedisTtisitrary to our culture that honors persondirige
above almost everything. We do what we want whenvesat because we “feel” like it. And if we don't
“feel” like it, we don't do it. But as | study thjgassage, | am struck by the complete absenceyafterss
on personal feelings. Hencelake is an action, not an emotione need to study what God has to say
about love. We need to know what love is and whiabks like when it is lived out in the churéin
these thirteen verses, Paul provides three digimzbf love.

1. Love is greater than any spiritual gift(13:1-3).In these three verses, Paul mentions six spiritual
gifts: tongues, prophecy, knowledge, faith, giviagd martyrdom. The first four gifts are listedLi28-
10. The gift of giving is among those mentionedim 12:8. Martyrdom does not occur anywhere else
as a spiritual gift, but by its association witle thther five gifts here, we can add it to the sjoli gifts
God gives to His churchPaul kicks off 13:1 with the gift of tongues whies writes “If | speak with

the tongues of men and of angels, but do not hawvavke, | have become a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal.” Some Bible students seem to have missed Paubs peie and have interpreted him as
speaking merely of eloquence in human speech,|baitlg he is referring to the gift of tongues. Aftdl,
the last gifts mentioned in chapter 12 are tongunekthe interpretation of tongues. And those saifte g
are the main topic of chapter 14. It is quite lagjithen, that Paul begins the intervening chapyer
discussing tongues. The use of tongues that Papkigking of here is the gift of speaking a private
prayer languagéPaul says you can speak in tongues all you waiif ou don’t have love you are
merely making a lot of noise.

In 13:2-3, Paul mentions five more spiritual gifteen he writes;If | have the gift of prophecy, and

know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if | havall faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not
have love, | am nothing. And if | give all my possssions to feed the poor, and if | surrender my

body to be burned, but do not have love, it profitane nothing.” Prophecy refers to the ability to
declare God'’s truth in a powerful, life-changingywEnowledge involves the deep understanding of the
Word of God. Faith is the unique ability to trusbdfor great things. These three gifts are all fthm

Holy Spirit, and yet without love the person whe liaem is “nothing.” Verse 3 poses a problem bezaus
it asks us to ponder activities that we automdsicansider noble. Giving to the poor is a goodhio

do. And dying for your faith in Christ is the ultite sacrifice. But as good as these things arbpulfit

love they do you no good. Paul declares that thatgst expression of spirituality is love. We could
summarize these three verses like this: Withowt lol’say nothing, I am nothing, and I gain nothing.



Clearly, we must have love when we are exercisimgspiritual gifts. So stop for just a moment and
reflect on your spiritual gifts and your ministrythe local church. Do you do what you do out afugee
love for people? Or do you serve out of a sensiblijation? Do you serve because of the satisfactio
you derive from ministry? Do you minister becauea {ike honing your skills? Although no one has
perfectly pure motives, we ought to be seekingrtavgn our love quotient. Paul says thate is an
action, not an emotigrtherefore, we need to put feet to our love.

[After talking about the importance of love, Paolnwill discuss how love behaves.]

2. Love is expressed by supernatural respons€k3:4-7).Love is a word that can only be properly
defined in terms of action, attitude, and behavRaul has no room for abstract, theoretical dédims;
instead, he wants us to know what love looks likemwe see it. Thus, he paints fifteen separateaitsr
of love. Yes, that's right: in the space of fouoghverses Paul uses fifteen verbs, all of whickheH#ove”
as their subject. Our contemporary definition afeds that it is an emotion or a feeling—we love ou
jobs, we love football, we love pizza. In the hikli definition ofagape love acts, fofove is an action,
not an emotion Verse 4 begins by summarizing the unselfish nattiteve.

1) Loveis patient. The Greek language has several words for “patie@iee signifies patience
with circumstances while another is used only fanence to patience with peopl@he Lord
knows we need both kinds of patience, but it is fticond word that is found here. The KJV
renders this word “long-suffering.” | like this! Blaseems to be saying that love doesn’t have a
short fuse. It doesn’t lose its temper easily. Aspa who exercisesgapelove does not lose
patience with people. Love never says, “I'll givauyjust one more chance.” Love is patient.

The longer that | am in pastoral ministry, the eagiis for me to be patient with others. With
every passing year, | recognize more fully thahlagainst God and others. As God humbles me
with my own sinful shortcomings, | find it easierexercise greater patience with others. Loving
people are willing to tolerate the shortcomingstbfers because they know they have faults too.
As you mature do you feel more and more patiediooyou feel you are growing more crotchety?
God wants you and me to grow in patient love fasthwhom we minister to and with.

2) Loveiskind.” Patience must be accompanied by a positive reacfignodness toward the
other person. Kindness, however, is not to be eguaith giving everyone what he or she wants.
Sometimes love must be tough. In the context otthech, kindness may mean forcing an addict
to go through the hell of withdrawal. Kindness nmagran saying no to a spoiled child. Kindness
may mean reporting a crime committed by a frienddikess means to withhold what harms, as
well as give what heals. Love is kind, but ofteng® Paul followed the two positive

expressions of love with eight verbs that indidater it does not behave.

3) Loveis not jealous.'® Jealousy implies being displeased with the sucoksthers. Yet, true
love desires the success of others. The best wayréoenvy is to pray sincerely for the one of
whom you are jealous. To pray for him or her islémonstrate love, and jealousy and love
cannot exist in the same heart.

4) Love does not brag. The root word for “brag” in Greek is very pictuge® and is closest to our
English word, “wind-bag* Love is not an egotistical blowhard. Love is nig-beaded but big-
hearted. This means the more loving you becomdesiseboasting you need to do. The greater
your spiritual gifts, the less prone you shoulddobrag. After all, the gifts you have been
graciously given are from God. When you and | bvegare demonstrating our insecurity and
spiritual immaturity. Paul states that bragginthis converse of biblical love. Hence, we should
pursue Christ so that we will be humble before Himd others.



5) Loveis not arrogant.*? The term “arrogant” refers to a grasping for pavieis more serious

than bragging, which is only grasping for praisecofyant people push themselves into
leadership, using people as stepping-stones, araysiconsider themselves exempt from the
requirements on mere mortals. Arrogance disrespéotss and carries a distain for others. God
calls us to serve others and be gracious toward.the

6) Love does not act unbecomingly.™ This word is best translated “rude.” There aresom
Christians who seem to take delight in being bljustifying it on the grounds of honesty. They
will say, “I'm just telling it like it is.” But love doesn’t always tell it like it is; it doesn’t adys
verbalize all its thoughts, particularly if thos®tghts don't build others up. There is a
graciousness in love which never forgets that esyrttact, and politeness are lovely things.

7) Love does not seek its own. Love is the very antithesis of insisting upon en@in rights.
Needless to say, this is a rare quality today. @uassociety in which self-seeking is not only
tolerated, it is even advocated. You can go tolamgkstore and pick up titles liké/inning
Through IntimidationLooking Out for Number Oner Creative AggressiarBut a self-absorbed
narcissistic person cannot act in love. Love ispossessive, demanding, stubborn, or
dominating. Love does not talk too much but listassvell. Love does not insist on its own
way It is always willing to defer to others.

8) Loveisnot provoked. Love is not given to emotional outbursts, is na@sperated by petty
annoyances, and refuses to let someone else get omel's skin. But, you say, when someone
else provokes me, it's natyfault. Yes it is. We don't have to get irritatechd if we were
exercising love, we wouldn’t. One English versitanslates this virtue, “Love is not touchy.” Do
you know people who are so quick to take offenaeyhu have to handle them with kid gloves?
You try to avoid talking to them and when you canid it no longer, you carefully measure
every word you say to make sure that you say exadtht you mean. But still the person seizes
upon something and twists it to make you look Fdwht kind of person knows nothing adape
love, for love is not touchy.

9) Love does not take into account a wrong suffered. Paul uses the normal word here for
bookkeeping. Love does not keep a ledger of exdtldelt doesn’t write down each injury done
and keep the account open to be settled some#lagw some people who are accomplished
bookkeepers in regard to injuries sustained. Laasd’'t hang on to reminders of wrongs. Who
are you keeping a book on? Are there some ledgersiged to go home and toss in the
fireplace?

10) Love does not rejoicein unrighteousness. One of the reasons | detest watching the news is
that the bulk of stories concern people’s misfoegiand misdeeds. There is something in our
human nature which causes our attention to be dtawmurder trials, FBI probes, natural
disasters, and human tragedies. Love is not lilie ttove takes no joy in evil of any kind. It
takes no malicious pleasure when it hears abouh#uequacies, mistakes, and sins of someone
else. Love is righteous. Now, after eight soberiagatives come five glorious positives:

11) Love rejoices with the truth. When | was in seminary, | studied an ethical sysieseph
Fletcher labeled Situation Ethics. Fletcher taubhat any action—whether lying, adultery, or
even murder—can be moral if it is done in love. ld@er, | would argue that if an action does
not conform to the truth of God’s Word,cian't be done in love. Truth and love go together like
hand in glove. Truth must make our love discrimimgtand love must make our truth
compassionate and forgiving. If our actions aradoord withagapelove, we will always
welcome biblical truth, never resist it.



12)Love bears all things. The phrase “bears all things” comes from a Greeldvwneaning to
cover something. It is related to the word for reaf covering that offers protection from the
hostile elements. 1 Peter 4:8 says that love cavensltitude of sins. That is precisely the
meaning here. Love protects other people. It dodsoadcast bad news. It goes the second mile
to protect another person’s reputation.

There are two very relevant applications: Firsteldoesn't nitpick. It doesn’t point out every
flaw of the ones you love. Second, love doesnttaizie in public. This is perhaps Paul's primary
meaning. Love doesn't do its dirty laundry for #reire world to see. That's why | cringe
whenever | hear a husband humiliating his wifelbljz or a wife making snide remarks about
her husband. | always think, if they do that in [pylwhat do they do in private? As a friend of
mine once told me, “There are many times in mywfen I've been sorry | opened my mouth.
But there has never been a time I've been sorgpt kilent.” When it comes to needless criticism
of other people, that's excellent advice.

13)Love bdieves all things. Love is always ready to allow for extenuating gimstances, to give
the other person the benefit of the doubt, to elibe best about people. Many of us have
developed a certain distrust of people becausegstive experiences. We have heard stories
about how the person who stopped to help a mofaridistress was robbed or even murdered.
We have been warned never to loan money to someitingut a legal document guaranteeing
repayment, even if the other guy is a Christiart.tBaere are worse things than gullibility—namely
suspicion and mistrust. Love always trusts. Ii$® aiseful to remember that even in a court of
law the accused person is always “innocent untiven guilty.” Love says, “I am willing to wait
for the evidence to come in before making my denisi choose to give you the benefit of the
doubt as long as there is reason to do so.” Sorne tkat our loved ones in nearly the opposite
way: “You are guilty until you prove you are innoté

| do not tire of repeating that people tend to Ineeavhat we believe them to be. They either live
up to or down to your expectations. If you treatan as trustworthy, he will strive to prove
himself worthy of your trust. If you tell a chiltiTake a big swing. You can hit that ball,” he'll go
to the plate and swing like Babe Ruth. If you tgair wife as if she is the most beautiful woman
in the world, she will be transformed before yoaryeyes. That's what Jesus did. To vacillating
Simon, He said, “You are a rock.” To a prostitide, said, “Your sins are forgiven.” To a woman
caught in adultery, He said, “Neither do | condgyon. Go and sin no more.” It is the simple
power of believing the best and not the worst alpeaple.

14)Love hopes all things. The third phrase in 13:7 tells us that love “hoakghings.” This is
simply a step beyond believing. The meaning is sbimg like this: There are times in life when
you face situations so difficult that faith is nmissible. You would gladly give the benefit of the
doubt but there is none to give. You search forsthver lining but the angry clouds overhead
have no silver lining. Love has a positive forwlrdk. Paul is not here advocating an
unreasoning optimism, which fails to take accodnkality. Nor is he just teaching the power of
positive thinking. But he is suggesting that logéuses to take failure as final, either in oneself
in someone else. Love never gives up on people.tdadeason the believer can take such an
attitude is that God is in the business of takinghn failures and producing spiritual giants out
of them. And He can do it with you or your childtbat impossible kid in your S.S. class. Of
course, “always hoping” doesn’t mean that we sikland just watch God do His thing. Rather it
means that we get actively involved in the proe@eskle molds the future according to His
perfect plan. Love hopes and expects the best. hever loses faith in other people and gives up
on them but remain faithful to them, in spite afittshortcomings.



15)Love endures all things. The word “endures” is a military term that meamfiold a position

at all costs, even unto death, whatever it takhs. Battle may be lost but the soldier keeps on
fighting to the very end. The word pictures an asuagrounded by superior forces, being attacked
and slowly overwhelmed on every side. One by one gomrades fall at your side. Through the
noise of battle comes one final command: “Stand goound, men. And if necessary, die well.”
So love holds fast to people it loves. It perseseltenever gives up on anyone. Love won't stop
loving, even in the face of rejection. Love takeSam to shake up an intolerable situation. Love
looks beyond the present to the hope of what nbighh the future.

No one can have a totally happy conscience aftefing through these fifteen expressions of ve.
We are the opposite of 13:4-7 on every poifiowever, this love list defines God’s gift of Higikin
Jesus Christ. If you go back through these vensésaerywhere you find the word “love” substitute t
word “Christ,” all these statements will still bei¢. The kind of love being described is love thes its
source in God, and as we look at each of the phiiabecomes obvious that we're defining a lifestyl
that really is beyond our human reach. It is alisbfimpossible unless we abide in Christ and aisk H
to live His supernatural love in and through us/déi have never believed in Jesus Christ as yovinGa
will you do so today? Not only will He give you thét of His eternal love, but He will allow you tove
the way God intended.

[Love is greater than any spiritual gift and logeekpressed by supernatural responses. Now weesill
that...]

3. Love is an eternal gift(13:8-13).In these final six verses, Paul will discuss #maporary nature of
the spiritual gifts and the eternal nature of ldwel3:8, Paul talks about the temporary naturgifté
when he writes;Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there
are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledgé will be done away.™ When Paul says, “Love
never fails,” he means love never ends. The syndiyrhis expression is “love abides” in 13:13. $ae
phrases serve to bookend this final section whats &gues that the spiritual gifts will be doneagiw
with one day.

The reason that spiritual gifts like prophecy amgues will come to an end is revealed in 13:9PHuI
writes, “For we know in part and we prophesy in part; but when the perfect comes, the partial will
be done away.”Paul explains that we are limited in our undersitagncout this will not always be the
caseA time of perfection is cominglhe “perfect” refers to the returning of ChridWhen we recall that
1.7 pointed out the ongoing role of the gifts uthi return of Christ, there can be only one pdssib
interpretation of “perfection”—it is the life in ¢hworld to come, after Jesus reappears on earth.

Paul explains himself further in 13:11-1®hen | was a child, | used to speak like a childthink like

a child, reason like a child; when | became a man,did away with childish things. For now we see

in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now | know in part, but then | will know fully just as | also
have been fully known.” Paul explains that our understanding of God isré@adiin this life. He uses two
analogies: childhood and a miridin using the analogy of childhood, Paul is notgrsging that those
who speak in tongues are childish and immaturend®ahe is adopting an eternal perspective andligimp
saying that there will come a time when the giftthe Spirit will no longer be necessaty.

The analogy of the mirror implies that our visityilof Christ is indirect. In other words, Paul is
comparing the nature of looking in a mirror to teationship we will enjoy with Jesus when we sém H
“face to face.® | enjoy looking at pictures of people, but if Ichay choice | would prefer to spend time
with the people that | am looking at in photo allsum



Paul concludes this chapter in 13:13 with thesedaigBut now faith, hope, love, abide these three;

but the greatest of these is love? For all eternity, we will enjoy these three atttisi\We will

experience God’s incredible love, we will experiergcdeep love for God, and we will love one another
with a perfect love. We will also continue to h&faith” in the Lord for all eternity. But what abbu
“hope?” What could possibly be the meaning of hwhen we are in an eternity that has no pain ostear
or sorrow? Will we hope for better days? Obviousdy! There is one nuance behind “hope” that is
applicable here, namely, a meaning of hope thajrisnymous with “trust® In eternity, we will

continue to trust in God’s goodness in our lived emHis provisions for us. Hope in this sense dalsi’

or “remains,” as do faith and love. But the greatéshese is love, for love covers not only what w
experience in our relations to others and to Gatwhat we experiendeom God Himself.

Today, how will you grow in your love for others?<t, | would suggest that you cannot become the
loving person you desire to be apart from a lodngd vibrant relationship with God. This love
relationship must be cultivated first and forem@&stcond, you must love those nearest to you. This
means that if you are married, you focus on yoousp. If you have children, you prioritize your
children. If you are serving in a ministry, you éthose children, teens, or adults. You strivete lyour
neighbors and coworkers. Once you have accomplitigdyou will be able to better love the world
around you. God has called us to love people. Jesdghat all people will know we are His discipley
the love that we have for one another (John 1354-3
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Scripture Reference
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Galatians 5:22-23
Ephesians 4:26, 32
Colossians 3:12-17

1 Peter 3:8; 4:8

Luke 7:36-50

Luke 10:30-37

Study Questions
1. What are my motivations for doing the work of minyg(13:1-3)? Do | minister from a heart of love®dwido |
know that my ministry is built on love? Read Jol3n34-35.

2. Would people describe me as a loving person (1824Athy or why not? What characteristics of love are
presently true in my own life? What qualities aaeking? Read Galatians 5:22-23.

3. The love of God's people often seems so fickle;Batl says, “Love never ends” (13:8a). Why is ieasy to
lack endurance in love (13:7)? How can | be a pevgloo is known for perseverance in love?

4. When | am at church, how do | express love for mothers and sisters in Christ? Read 1 John 3:18. Ho
would | describe the culture of our church? Isdtrm and welcoming? If so, what have | done to doute to
this? Today, what commitment will | make to exudeager love?

5. What will it be like to see Jesus face-to-face dag (13:10-12)? Am | looking forward to meeting {St?
Read 2 Timothy 4:6-8. Do | have harmonious relatfops within the body of Christ? Is there any rielzdl
strife that | need to deal with before Jesus rattiiRead Matthew 5:23-24.



Notes

1 “To some extent the chapter can stand on its dwhits full richness comes out only when we intetjit in its
biblical context.” Verlyn D. Verbrugge, “1 Corintims” in theRevised Expositors Bible CommentéBrand
Rapids: Zondervan, forthcoming).

2 Ray Pritchard, “Why Love Has a Bad Memory” (1 (8:4-6):
http://www.keepbelieving.com/sermons/read_serm@?ids14

3 Verbrugge, “1 Corinthians.”

“In Acts 2 on the Day of Pentecost the gift of teegwas obviously the ability to speak in a hunzaryliage which
the speaker had never learned, and | believe thsttue each time the gift of tongues was uselddrbbok of Acts.
But 1 Corinthians seems to be talking about araticgtrayer language. Look, for example, at 1Z2r anyone
who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men ltktdo Indeed, no one understands him; he uttestarigs with
his spirit.” We will be addressing that passagemure detail in January, but for now please note perfectly 13:1
fits into this interpretation. If chapter 12 reféo the qift of speaking human languages one &esriearned, and if
chapter 14 refers to the gift of a heavenly langudgen it only makes sense that right in the néiadithose two
chapters the Apostle would say, “If | speak intiviegues of meand of angels and have not love, | am only a
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.”

® Certainly every expression in the Bible that refier God's love shows God in action; in love Hetd¢is Son to
be our Savior and our Redeemer (e.g., Rom 5:8).

® The words araupomonendmakrothumeaespectively.

"In Rom 2:4 Paul said it was the kindness of Gaeteized toward us that led us to salvation, andae toward
people will act just as purposefully and considtent

8 Michael P. Andrus “What Is Greater than the Gretaté Spiritual Gifts?” (1 Cor 13:1-4): unpublishsermon.

® The first five of these marked the Corinthiansyashave seen. They were envious (cf. 3:3; 4:1&stiul
(ostentatious; 3:18; 8:2; 14:37), proud (4:6, 188:2; 8:1), rude (7:36; 11:2-16) and self-seeKib@24, 33).
Thomas L. Constabl&otes on 1 Corinthian®007 edition:
http://www.soniclight.com/constable/notes/pdf/1athians.pdf 144.

' The vertzeloowas used in a positive sense in 12:31a (“desiteiyjt can also have a negative sense of being
jealous and envious.

1 This is the only location in the NT for the Graeérd “brag” perpereuomai

2 The verb for “arrogant’husiog has been used several times in this letter akdRaied the Corinthians for their
arrogance (4:6, 18, 19; 5:2; 8:1).

3 The word group reflected mschemoneis used elsewhere in the NT with sexual overtofResy( 1:27; 1Cor
7:36; 12:23; Rev 16:15). In 1 Cor 14:40, Paul useddjective derived from the same Greek root peapfor
proper behavior in the worship service.

14 Michael P. Andrus, “Love Never Fails” (1 Cor 13t8): unpublished sermon notes.

15 See BDAG s.vstego?2 “to keep confidential, cover, pass over in siehc

16 After writing a commentary on this incomparablejpter, Leon Morris observed that he sensed thatisy
hands have touched a thing of exquisite beautyhatidess.” Leon MorrisThe First Epistle of Paul to the
Corinthians Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Grand Rapgieisimans, [1958] 1990), 90.

" Michael EatonPreaching Through the Bible: 1 Corinthians 10{k&nt, England, 2000), 71.

18 The fact that 12:8 begins a new subsection withénparagraph, and does not go strictly speakitiy ¥@:4-7, is
indicated by the repetition bie agap€cf. he agapen 12:4).

19 paul useseleiosto refer to this period (cf. 1 Cor 1:8; 15:24)rfReps one problem with this view is the fact that
the gifts of prophecy and knowledge do seem toigoatinto the millennium after Christ returns (sfa 11:9). But,
the “partial” is a focus on what the gifts produnet the gifts themselves. In the Millennium, thegbably function
in a complete way, not partial, with the resulttthiach an objection poses no real problem.

2 Gordon D. FeeThe First Epistle to the Corinthian¥he New International Commentary on the New Trestat
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987), 648.

1 See also David E. Garlant Corinthians Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testarf@rend Rapids:
Baker, 2003), 623.

2 The NET Study notes suggest, “The word ‘indirédtignslates the Greek phrase ainigmati(“in an obscure
image”) which itself may reflect an allusion to NUr#:8 (LXX ou di ainigmato, where God says that he speaks to
Moses ‘mouth to mouth [= face to face]...and notamkdfigures [of speech].” Though this allusionhbe tOT is not
explicitly developed here, it probably did not gmnoticed by the Corinthians who were apparentlyiiamwith OT




traditions about Moses (cf. 1 Cor 10:2). Indeed iDor 3:13-18 Paul had recourse with the Corimthi® contrast
Moses’ ministry under the old covenant with the éiafforded through apostolic ministry and the newenant.
Further, it is in this context, specifically in 213:18, that the apostle invokes the use of ttreomanalogy again in
order to unfold the nature of the Christian’s pesgive transformation by the Spirit.”

% These three eternal elements: faith, hope anddowsuperior to all other desirable things, amy #re very often
linked together in the NT (Rom 5:2-5; Gal 5:5-6h&h2-5; Col 1:3-5; 1 Thess 1:3; cf. Heb 6:10-1P¢t 1:21-22).
24 Verbrugge writes, “ For example, when Paul sayadts 23:6, ‘I stand on trial because of my hopéhia
resurrection of the dead,’ he is speaking of ardethat he firmly adheres to and trusts in—thatl @& the sort of
God who can raise the dead. Moreover, in Romanshope’ is the last element in a chain of devebgpChristian
character, about which Paul concludes, ‘And hopesduot disappoint us, because God has pouredlave into
our hearts by the Holy Spirit.” The backgroundhistverse is Psalm 22:5, where the psalmist Dawithtense pain,
is looking back at the history of Israel and remeriniy that ‘they [their fathers] cried to you [Gaatjd were saved;
in you they trusted and were not disappointed.’ Témd the NIV translates as “trusted’efpizom(GK 1827 in the
Septuagint, the Greek translation of the OT,; tleidnis related to the nowtpis There are, in fact, many references
in the psalms that call believers to ‘hope in God'€all that is synonymous with ‘trusting’ in God—ehiie verb
normally used i®lpizom(see, e.g., Pss 42:5, 11; 43:5; 119:114; 130:5;3)3The nourelpisitself is used in the
sense of ‘trust’ in Psalm 146:5. Verbrugge, “1 @Gtrians.”



