“Unity and Diversity” (1 Corinthians 12:1-11)

| want you to stop for just a moment and think banolall of your Christmas celebrations. When you
were growing up, can you recall a Christmas wherergally wanted a particular gift? In your childis
ways you didn't just request this gift, you neatbmanded it. You felt like your life would not be
complete if you didn’t receive this gift. You wadtthis gift so badly that you could taste it.

This pretty well describes my Christmas day ematiaimost 28 years ago. What was the gift that | was
yearning for? [Open a wrapped Christmas gift akd taut a Seattle Seahawks football helmet.] | was
beside myself. | put that bad boy on and ran arahediving room and tried to hug and kiss my p&sen
without injuring them. | was so grateful for thitghat | must have said “thank you” a dozen tinoes
more. This gift was one of my Christmas gift highlis... and as you can see, we are still the proud
owners of this Christmas gift and my children wikés helmet today.

Now, let's replay this scenario. Imagine that iast®f opening my gift with exuberance and gratitude
opened the package, yawned, said “ho-hum,” andatigsaid the gift aside without expressing any
gratitude. How do you think my parents would hae#?f They would have been devastated after
spending time and money locating this gift for Be.parents, they were excited to bless me withglfis
and watch me put it to use.

Now imagine how the Lord must feel when He givdtsdb His children and they never make the effort
to find out what the gifts are, never thank Himg arever put them to use. It must be incredibly
disappointing to the Lord to see so many of thisgifat He has given shelved away and never used or
shared with others. Today, I'd like to see us puéad to this common phenomenon. In 1 Cor 12:1-11,
Paul is going to tell you tanwrap your gift and use it to serve otheFhis passage addresses the topic of
spiritual gifts that runs all the way through chept4’ In these verses, Paul expresses two realitiestto y
and me to encourage usuowrap your gift and use it to serve othdrike a wide-eyed child in pajamas
on Christmas morning, let's begin to unwrap thessses on spiritual gifts.

1. Jesus is the validation of spirituality(12:1-3).Before Paul launches into his discussion on spiritu
gifts, he wants to focus first on the common waokkhe Spirit in each one of our lives. In 12:1, Pays
down a basic introduction to the paragraph andaddbe next three chapters. Paul indicates hisezonc
that the Corinthians not be ignorant of certaithsuabout the things of the Spirit. Paul writidéow
concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, |1 do not wantyou to be unaware."The phrase, “Now
concerning,” reminds us that Paul is respondirgnimther question from the Corinthignisis worth
noting that the word “gifts” is in italics, meanitigat it is not in the original text. Thus, the nou
“spiritual” (pneumatikoscan be rendered “spiritual gifts,” “spiritual gens,” or “spiritual things>It is
likely that “gifts” and “persons” were so closelgrmected in the Corinthians’ minds that Paul ubed t
word “spiritual” to imply both. Perhaps the questimuld be restated as follows: “Don’t the spiritua
gifts prove that we are spiritual persoris?”

Remember, the Corinthians were the most giftedathimr the Scripturéswvhile at the same time the most
carnal church in the Scriptures. They were a chafdhivisions, immorality, and distortion in docte.

This serves to remind us that a great spiritualigifio indication of spirituality. It is possibie be gifted
and not spiritual. In this case, the Corinthianseagetting high on their spiritual giftedness iast@f
recognizing the source of the gift—Jesus Christa4ssult, Paul informs the Corinthians that hesdus
want them to be “unaware” or “ignoraritAs we progress throughout chapters 12-14, we shalthat

the Corinthians are emphasizing the gift of toncalesve everything else. Therefore, Paul has tabrin
about order in the church and remind the Corinththat all of God's people have gifts and all are
equally valuable to the health and vitality of teirch.



In 12:2-3, Paul discusses three different respotes€éirist: the rejection of the pagan, the regactf the
Jew, and the faith of the ChristiaPaul is clarifying who possesses the Spirit and dies not. In 12:2,
Paul reminds the Corinthians of their idolatry dgrtheir pre-Christian lives. He writé¥,ou know that
when you were pagans, you were led astray to the tauidols, however you were led.Many of the
Corinthian believers had been pagans. These Gemtdeshipped various idols that could not speak or
help® A second response is the rejection of the Jews2i8a, Paul write$Therefore | make known to
you that no one speaking by the Spirftof God says, ‘Jesus is accursed®Here, Paul speaks of the
typical response of the Jews. Not all of the Cbiars were Gentiles before believing in Christ...some
were Jews who did not believe that Jesus Christhe&dlessiah. The final response is found in 12:3b,
where Paul writes....and no one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord}* except by the Holy Spirit.” To say that
Jesus is “Lord®is to say that He is God. In the context of theidle world and the O this confession
essentially affirmed that Jesus was Gbfihis was a counter-cultural assertion. A citizéthe Roman
Empire was required to declare, “Caesar is Lordit @hristians who believed that Jesus was the only
Lord couldn’t say this. It was really a challengddith. Thus, Paul's point is this: No one can 8wt
Jesus is Lord except through the work of the HaliiB It is a supernatural att.

Why does Paul bring up these three responses tst€hte does so to refute the claims of those
Corinthians who assume that they alone possessesihit. Paul wants all of his readers to undexsta
that salvation is the greater leveleEvery member of the Corinthian church who hastédis Christ is
indwelt by the Holy Spirit and is incredibly valdatio God. This is also true in our church todéayou
have believed in Christ, it is because God didpesuatural work in your life. If you have not beigsl in
Jesus Christ as your Savior, please do so today.

[Paul is clear: Jesus is the validation of spirityaNow in 12:4-11, Paul is going to explain another
reality.]

2. Variety is the spice of church(12:4-11).In this section, there are three emphases: thesadfour
gifts, the goal of our gifts, and the distributiohour gifts. First, in 12:4-6, we will see the soei of our
gifts from the triune God. Paul writeé®ow there are varietiesof gifts, but the same Spirit. And there
are varieties of ministries,'” and the same Lord. There are varietiesf effects, but the same God
who works all things in all persons.”Paul tells the Corinthians that there’s not a smgft or even a
one-size-fits-all box of gifts that believers areem’® In these three verses, Paul uses the word tredslat
“varieties” three times because God loves varigtery snowflake, every set of fingerprints, evesgfl
on every tree, and every grain of sand is diffefeh every other. God never makes an exact replica
Instead, God says we are wonderfully different filmme another. And He encourages diversity in His
church by gifting each one of us uniquely for minisYet, in spite of this variety believers ardted by
the same God. Each member of the Trinity (the ThityJof God) has a role in spiritual gifts: the Kol
Spirit distributes the gifts, the Lord Jesus plgoesple in ministry, and God the Father empoweoplee
to do ministry”® In light of these biblical truths, there are thresponses.

First, you must discover what spiritual gift theliA&pirit has given yo(2:4). The Greek word for
“gift” is charisma from which we get our English words charisma elnarismatic. Theharis part of the
word means grace” Themaportion of the word is the passive suffix meartimgt it is grace given.
They are “grace gifts” that enable a person toifyl@nd serve God. The one who exercises his or her
gifts could rightly be called charismatic. (So dhamatic is not a name for just a few of the gifishese
grace gifts are not earned; they are not the re$tlard work; they are not even ones we choose for
ourselves. And they may, or may not, be relatezlitonatural skill set Remember, God has not gifted
you to do what you want to do; He has gifted yoddavhat He wants you to do. The grace gift(s) that
God has chosen in His sovereignty to grant yoleapeessions of His love. In the exercise of your
spiritual gift from God you will find fulfillment.



That's why the question, “What is my spiritual gifis so important. Unless you know the answer,liyou
never be 100% effective in your service for JeshissE You may spend your life doing something for
which you were not gifted by God and so be frusttand ineffective. It's sort of like taking onetbbse
big offensive linemen and putting him out at wideeiver. He can’t run and his hands are like briBks
put him at left guard and he’s right at home, beegie was born to knock other men on their backside
the same way, some people throw up when they areddo go door-to-door witnessing. They aren’t
gifted in evangelism. But put those same people theefinances and because they have the gift of
administration, they are incredibly successful.réhare others who could never get up and teachsa,cl
but they know how to lead a small group becausg ltlage the gift of pastoring. Still others work beh
the scenes caring for the sick, bringing over meamforting those in sorrow. They have the gift of
mercy, but don't ask them to speak in public. Teethought makes them break out in hiffes.

So take the time to discover your spiritual gifegi today by carrying out these four steps:
1) Pray specifically for God to reveal your gift.
2) Ask mature Christians who know you what strengtey tsee in you.
3) Look for open doors of opportunities to try diffatareas.
4) Follow the desires of your heart.

| challenge you today tonwrap your gift and use it to serve others

Second, you must plug into minis{42:5). Jesus died to give you the gifihnérisma of eternal life, but

He also died so that you could serve Him with ygpiritual gift charismd. When you and | fail to do

so, we falil to carry out one of the purposes indiiath. God has given you a spiritual gift to benef
others around you. That is why it is a tragedyoifi ylon’t know what your spiritual gift is, if yo€mot in
the process of finding out what it is, or if youtet using your gift for the body. That means tbeybof
Christ is not benefiting from your supernatural @uchent. God wants to know, “Who is benefiting from
the gift that | gave you?*

Now | need to state that the discovery of spirigifik flows out of service. Whenever you see Gifid g
His people, it's because He has given them a tapktform, not vice versa. The problem is that aeeh
a generation of Christians who sit, soak, and sgary week waiting for God to reveal their giftsih@em
before they get busy serving. These people wileneliscover their gifts. Instead of “gift-huntintfese
folks need to be “Spirit-hunting®

What is more important than serving in the aregoofr spiritual gift? The answer is simple: exhihgia
servant’s heart. This means showcasing initiatha reliability. My wife is the ultimate servant. &h
rarely if ever asks me to do anything. She servesta | am a king. But once a year or so, she asks
to do something for her. Of course, | am glad tsodoBut what | really love is to do something Her
when she doesn’t ask me to do anything. It could binple task like make dinner, fold the laundry,
vacuum the house, or make a child’s bed. Thereesiatgoy in serving when you are not asked.

It is also worth pointing out that one of the gestipleasures in this life is serving others. Retea
indicates that serving has an overwhelmingly pesitmpact on one’s spiritual growth. Furthermore,
church members state that serving others has brtlgim as much or more joy than other spiritual
disciplines?® | would also add to this research my own conchusimt the only people who are ever
fulfilled or content in a local church are thosatthre actively serving. | rarely, if ever, receive
complaints or whining from those on the front limégninistry. Hence, one great reason to serve liw¢
a fulfilled life.

| challenge you today tonwrap your gift and use it to serve others



Third, you must depend upon God for the reqidl?s6). The Father Himself is responsible for theiaty
of effects. Literally, the word is “energizings.h@t means, logically, that we are not responslibtakes
a great weight off of us when we are trying to eghe Lord in ministry. What we are called to is
faithfulness in exercising our gifts in the plagdgere Christ directs us. Then God takes full resitmlity
for the eternal impact.

Is it possible for someone to walk in the Spirithmiut exercising his or her gift? Absolutely noher
Holy Spirit will reveal Himself in a special wayrtiugh you, through the exercise of your gift. Tluse
to use your gift is to say “No” to the Holy Spiaihd to deprive His church of blessing. Many of ageh
underestimated the consequences of refusing te §ewr personal lives. God disciplines His clatdr
for a lack of participation. Thereforenwrap your gift and use it to serve others

Now that Paul has described the source of ourtsalrgifts, he gives the purpose of spiritual gifts
12:7, he writes‘But to each one is given the manifestatiofi of the Spirit for the common good.”
This is the key verse in this section. Paul agaminds us that we have been given a spirituafgifthe
benefit of others. Unfortunately, too many Chrissiare like young children with their Christmagsyif
They have their stash, and they do not want theihbrs or sisters to touch their gifts. The pardwive
to spend part of Christmas playing referee becafiee children’s unwillingness to share a giftnhost
cases, those children added nothing to the purdfabkeir gifts. They made no contribution to whats
under that Christmas tree, yet they hoard theis gi§ if they personally bought and paid for tém.

Is your church stronger because of you? Nutritisrspeak of “empty calories.” In order for these
calories to be processed the body must use soiterftritional resources, yet empty calories titelior
nothing to nourish the body in return. Caloriesyfrother types of food, however, that only take fiten
body’s strength as they are metabolized, replahish

Do you receive more ministry from the church than yinister to it? | wonder what needs, long-term o
temporary, God is going to meet by placing you teiémmanuel? Have you asked yourself that
question? God intends for every member of the ¢hbazly to be served by it, and there are times when
even the most spiritually mature members will reeenore ministry than they give. Nevertheless, the
goal for each of us should be to serve in the dhirsuch a way that it is stronger because wehare.

Everyone who really wants to can do somethingrengthen the work of the church. I've visited many
homebound or nursing home Christians who maintainetnistry even though they could never attend
the church. They prayed faithfully, some even paraof the church’s prayer ministry. Some have a
ministry of encouragement through cards or calib;athers are determined to be an encourageli to a
who visit them. Our seniors fold bulletins everyaekeand every month they prepare communion. They
are not retired, they are “refired” to serve thed.dregardless of your limitations of time, stréngir
money, your church should be stronger becauseuof yo

Are you a consistent worker or a convenience wafk@oo many people have decided that they will
serve in the church only occasionally and whencitsvenient. They are convenience workers rattar th
consistent workers. The church needs servantsigegm will make long-term commitments and be
dependable. The classic example is a Sunday soh&ible study teacher. She or he prepares falthful
every week and serves God in His church, loyally steadfastly. Of course many other ministries
require the same regular commitment. No churchbeaeffective without people like this.

However, there is a lack of commitment in the chuFewer people want to commit to an ongoing
ministry. More and more leaders hear, “I'll helg @hen | can,” and “Call on me when you really need
me.” Yet the truth is most of us want the benedftthe nursery, the benefits of teaching, the hienef
children’s ministry without being involved.



The late Bud Wilkinson served as the chairman efRresident’s Council for physical fitness durihg t
Johnson administration. Someone once asked Wilkindwat role professional football had played in
America’s physical fitness. Wilkinson respondedhvitiese words, “Absolutely none. In football you
have 22 players on the field desperately in needsifbeing cheered on by 50,000 spectators in the
stands desperately in need of exercise!” Unforelgathat is true in many local churches. The mambe
see the pastoral staff as the “players” in ministny view themselves as merely spectators. If theah

is doing well, the members cheer. If the churchretp decline, the cheers quickly turn to jeefsaflT
may make for exciting football, but it is a lousgyto run a church. Paul says God’s pattern for the
church is that every member be involved in miniétry

In 12:8-10, Paul brings out the idea of the divgrsf the gifts as he lists nine of théWhen we look at
the list as a whole several characteristics emétg&:he gifts would have been prominent in the shqy
service. (2) They are the gifts most frequentlenefd to by people today as “miraculous.” (3) Mafhy
the gifts are directly related to speech and reizia(4) It follows that we would find little coimuity
between these gifts and any abilities possessedebehe becomes a Christiflrin these verses, it is not
Paul’'s desire to explain what he means by eaclewsed gift listed. They are simply enumerated toveh
the diversity involved in the Spirit’s work. Howeavyeé will quickly explain the gifts without bogging
down into too much explanation or controversy.

« The word of wisdom: God-given insight into the mysterious purposeswarkings of God*?
* The word of knowledge:God-given insight into what God is doing in therlgo

» Faith: the ability to confidently believe God for changesl spiritual growth that will enhance
the purposes of God. A person with this gift isciuo believe God for things they may never
see.

» Healing: the faith to believe God for healing. Individualn serve as agents of God'’s healing
33
power:

» Effecting of miracles: gives a person the ability to call on God to dpesnatural acts. The best
use of this gift is that of believing God for mikes that will bring glory to Him and cause others
to consider God'’s will for their lives. This gifain refer to miraculous healings but also to the
casting out of demons and other “signs and woriders.

« Prophecy: a declaration of God’s will to God’s peopfeProphecy is for edification and
encouragement and does not necessarily excludeinigeand doctrine (14:3, 33.

» Distinguishing of spirits: the ability to know when truth or error is beiqgpken and whether a
prophet is a true or false orfe.

« Various kinds®’ of tongues:the ability to speak in a Holy Spirit inspired larage® It is worth
noting that the gift of tongues is last in Pauilss. IThis is true whenever Paul mentions tongues in
1 Corinthians. One thing we should acknowledgéas Paul considered “tongues” to be a natural
part of worship; however, he did not expect thargene would have the gift of tongues.

* The interpretation of tongues:the ability to interpret tongues.

While you may not have any of these miraculousggftick around until next week and you will learn
about some other gifts. But don’t bog down in wy@ir gift is...just serve.



Paul closes our passage in 12:11 with these wtBdsé:one and the same Spirit works all these
things, distributing to each one individually justas He wills.” This is a great summary of this whole
section. It's also the fifth reference to the HB8lyirit as the giver of gifts. Paul emphasizes aagan
that every believer is spiritually gifted. Theséiggare not for some spiritual elite, but the enbody of
Christ. We are all gifted. We are all called by theed to minister with the gifts He has supplied.

Each believer, regardless of his or her gifts, stifgs, and the manner and extent of God'’s blessing
demonstrates the Holy Spirit through his or hex. l&ll three of these things manifest the Spirit's
presence, not just the more spectacular ones madegory. Believers who have spectacular gifts,
ministries, or effectiveness are not necessarilyenspiritual than Christians who do not. Each lvelie
makes a unique contribution to the common goodjusttcertain believers.

The story is told of a boy who did his householdesand left his mother this note: “For cleaning my
room, $5...For washing the dishes, $3...For rakingehees, $10...Total: $18. You owe me, Mom.”
The mother read the note while the boy was at da@mbput $18 on the table. With it she left henow
note: “For bearing you nine months in the wombowing up for three months, no charge. For cooking
your breakfast every day, no charge. For washingraming your clothes, no charge. For staying lip a
night when you were sick, no charge. Total: Gra@éiien the boy read that note, he ran to his mother
and asked, “What more can | do to let you know Igrateful?”

Our salvation cost a lot, but it was no chargestolmi grace, God has given us eternity. In graeeshéb

given us forgiveness. In grace, He has done maenasfthan we could ever do for ourselves. One thing
you can do to show your gratitude is to pray, “H8pirit, as | serve the family of God, show me how

You have gifted me. Reveal to me what supernaamablement You have given me that | can use for the
common good of my brothers and sisters in the faofilGod.” He'll answer that prayer every tirfie!
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Scripture Reference

1 Corinthians 12:1-11
1 Corinthians 12:28-30
1 Corinthians 1:4-5
Romans 12:3-8
Ephesians 4:11-13

1 Peter 4:10

John 13:12-17

Study Questions

1.

Am | more interested in spiritual gifts than initig for Jesus? Where should my emphasis be? Waahar
marks of true spirituality? How would | define whiaimeans to be a spiritual Christian? Specificalipat role
does serving play in my definition?

What is my spiritual gift(s)? How am | currentlytfing my gift(s) to use? When am | most satisfigthwny
gift(s)? When am | most dissatisfied with my giff$o | desire to discover my gift(s) so that | dizud my
proper place of service?

Would | be disappointed if | were to discover thatas gifted to be a helper and not a leader? Daly believe
that servanthood is the highest form of service2dRlmhn 13:1-20 and Philippians 2:1-11. Regardiessy
influence, in what ways has my qift(s) benefited chyrch family? Who has been touched and builty@béd
working in and through the gift He has given me?

What jobs are not being done in our church righthdVhich ones seem like options for me? What isterer
skills do | have that might be of use in our ch@®ch

When is the last time | expressed gratitude to fdothe spiritual gift He has given me? How doesdeygree
of gratitude affect my love for Christ and His b@dyow can | cultivate an attitude of gratitude tvét propel
me to serve Christ and His body?



Notes

! Paul wanted to correct the Corinthians in thigieagnot just provide more teaching, as he diduighout this
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Corinthians Epworth Commentaries New Edition (London: Epwdtf92] 2005), 127.
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Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Grand Rapigsirians, [1958] 1990), 165.
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subjectively (i.e., Jesus is my Master). Contexgjgasts that Paul had the objective sense in mind.

" “The thought of service might be that of servieadered to Christ [cf. 3:5]. But since in the poaxd and
following section it is the action of the divinethin the believer that is described, we should abtypunderstand
this verse of the service that the indwelling Gheisables His people to render, or perhaps oféhdce to which he
calls them.” Morris,The First Epistle of Paul to the Corinthigri66.

18 paul had several gifts—apostleship, prophecyhiegctongues, evangelism and leadership.

9 Michael EatonPreaching Through the Bible: 1 Corinthians 10{k&nt, England, 2000), 46.
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church stewardship. Nevertheless, God has giverayspecial gift so that you could be useful.

22 Ray Pritchard, “Unwrapping Your Spiritual GiftsV4rious):
http://www.calvarymemorial.com/sermons/SMdisplag2id=415
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body, dysfunctional limbs. (4) They are out of towath the Spirit of God.

Charles Stanley, You Gotta Have Pari3iscipleship JournaB0 (Nov/Dec 1995): 42.

24 Evans;The Promisg309.

% One pastor surveyed his church to see if peopleaselationship between ministering to others spidtual
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been “a more significant factor” to their spiritigabwth than Bible study or prayer. Over half (88qent) of those
who were not actively ministering to others fether “not satisfied” or “somewhat satisfied” witheir level of
spiritual growth.Eric Swanson, “What You Get from Giving,eadershipJournal (Spring 2003): 37.
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Corinthians Sacra Pagina (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Pre$899), 455.

3" Thiselton lays stress on the “different kinds” aays that it is wrong to seek to limit “tongues’one specific,
tightly defined phenomenonA‘“cluster of generic characteristiosark off ‘tongues’ from ‘prophecyin one
context the contrast betweenticulate speech andnintelligiblesounds (14:2b, 5, 7-9, 11,19);another context
the contrast between being addresse@odand being addresséal other human persor{d4:2a; 14:15); iryet
another contexthe distinction between communicative discoursia@ordinary public domairand something so
exalted as to be associated watigelic utterancé13:1);in one more contextapable of making some believers feel
like exiles and strangeraot at homein the community of believers (14:23a) and repelterunbelievers (14:23b);
in other situations that whidtenefits the tongue-spealand for which he or she can give thanks (14:4a18p,
Any generalizing definition will founder on semargdontrasts which constitute counterexampi@s the other hand,
one or moreof the above characteristics or family traits giacequate grounds for the use of ‘tongues’, provided
that they are ‘given’ by the Holy Spirit and notfseduced.”

¥ Fee calls the gift of tongues “the problem childllithough Fee is a Pentecostal commentator, hecadietiges
the fact that Corinthians abused this gift. Seed@oD. FeeThe First Epistle to the Corinthian¥he New
International Commentary on the New Testament (GRapids: Eerdmans, 1987), 591.

39 Evans The Promisg313.



