“Community Jeopardy” (1 Corinthians 10:14-11:1)

Ten year ago, Danny Villegas robbed a bank andseatenced to 70 months in a federal penitentiary.
Surprisingly, Villegas decided he liked prison e much that he committed another crime, justeso h
could return! Villegas walked inside a Federal @r&hion in Florida and told the teller he was riigh
her, adding, “You might as well call the policehighow.” He then sat down on a couch in the lobfny a
waited for police to arrive. Villegas had workedaasoofer in Texas for five years, but had growediof
the work. As an unemployed roofer, he decided kéepred prison over trying to find another job.

Perhaps many of us are more like Danny Villegas tha care to admit. Either consciously or
subconsciously, we prefer to take the easy waylostead of working to bless God and others, we
choose a selfish prison of our own making. Instfagiving God the worship that He alone deserves, w
worship ourselves. Instead of serving others, ve& seir own good. When this takes place there is
community jeopardy.

In 1 Cor 10:14-11:1, Paul is going to concluderad¢hchapter discussion on the freedom that God has
given Christians. The passage falls into two msgations. In 10:14-22 there is a stern warningiand
10:23-11:1 there is empathic counsel on how tcousdreedom to God'’s glory, for the good of other
people. Paul is going to tell us thate freedom is putting God and others filBaul first supplements
this idea with a warning.

1. Flee idolatry or fight God (10:14-22)? In this first section, Paul informs us that idojais sin because
God is the only true God, and He is a jealous lewes will not share our affections with anyone or
anything else. In 10:14, Paul begins with a stidgtvard command:Therefore, my beloved, flee

from idolatry.” The word “therefore” concludes the previous discussion (8:1-10:13)raades toward

a conclusion. Interestingly, Paul calls his readerg beloved,” even though they are practicing o}
Now | can think of a lot of names by which the @thiians could be identified or described, but
“beloved” is not one of themYet, Paul loves these saints (cf. 1'Phus, he wants to remind his readers
how precious they are to him even when he speakslyao thenf.

As a pastor, | occasionally feel at least a shfegliidt for preaching particularly challenging pioris of
God’s word. My weak and sinful flesh wants to cebple slack and be especially gracious. Even mastor
want to be liked and to make people feel good atfmmselves. Unfortunately, the Bible doesn’t spin
things like we do. Therefore, | have concluded tiblical honesty is the best policy. | once heladtor
Mark Driscoll of Mars Hill Church in Ballard, WA ga“Soft preaching produces hard people and hard
preaching produces soft people.” | like this! THere, the most loving thing that | can do is tdraffyou

in Christ, yet, drill us all between the eyes whegessary.

The command in 10:14 is to “flé&itolatry (cf. 10:7). “Idolatry” in the Old Testamewas the image and
worship of pagan gods. Today, in theé'2&ntury, we’re still idolaters, but we're just resophisticated
idolaters? Our idols appear more innocent since they arelpeppssessions, work, and leisure.
However, if anyone or anything besides God getdest thoughts, feelings, and energy we're
idolaters'® Let me ask you a few quick questions: Do you kisparts or the entertainment industry
better than your Bible? If so, you will accumulatalless knowledge that will amount to nothing in
eternity. Do you spend more time in your hobby than do serving Christ? If so, you will have to
answer for why Christ and His church meant sceliil you during your brief sojourn on earth. Do you
spend more time surfing the web than you do withppe? If so, you will have neglected eternal souls
that you could have impacted. Are you so drivesuceed in your job that you don’t have time testo
and pray? If so, you will never be satisfied. Aoaiypent on making just a little more money for \gmli
and your family? “If you make money your god, iflylague you like the devil'*



In 10:15, Paul writes] speak as to wise men; you judge what | say.Verse 15 shows Paul's approach
to leadership. He was an apostle of Christ, yetdmonishes these sinful saints to judge his wards f
themselves (cf. 14:39-483 If this was true 2,000 years ago in Corinth, thisertainly true for us as well.
God has called you and me to study the Scriptunesurselves® He expects that we will be wise and
discerning because the Holy Spirit lives insid¢hofse that have trusted in Christ.

In 10:16-22, Paul asks seven rhetorical questioisgven verses. As 10:15 indicated, Paul is inyitire
Corinthians to carefully consider his words. FiRul uses the Lord’s Supper and Israel’s saaifici
meals as an analogy to demonstrate that God's péapke always had one God. Second, he warns Israel
against idolatry. In 10:16-18, Paul writéks not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharinin the

blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break aharing in the body of Christ? Since there is one
bread, we who are many are one body; for we all p&ake of the one bread. Look at the nation

Israel; are not those who eat the sacrifices shargiin the altar?” Paul informs us that any kind of
idolatrous involvement contradicts our identityliesus Christ. Here, he shows how the communioa tabl
is a symbol of our relationship with Jesus Chrigtp is the very source of our spiritual life. Helso the
source of the unity that we have as brothers atdrsiin His body. So when we partake togethenef t
elements at the communion table, Paul says it iegoh sharingkpinonig with the Lord Jesus and also
with our brothers and sisters in the body of Chhistl0:18, he furthers his analogy and says tieat t

same dynamic was at work in ancient Israel as vijpes$ ate sacrificial meals in the temple in Jdama
(see Deut 14:22-27). They communed with the Lordugh the forgiveness associated with those animal
sacrifices. So both believing Jews under the olegtnant and followers of Jesus Christ under the new
covenant are defined in terms of spiritual ideritijpwhat they eat together. And those meals ajestt
religious ritual...they are a picture of their retatship with the Lord of the universe. So symbolical

when we come to the Lord’s table, we are sayingssence, we eat this just as we live by it; Jesaar
source of life and strength. This sacred meal defisho we are in Jesus Christ. We have died titin
Him, and we have been resurrected to new life IsratiHis resurrection life.

The natural response to our oneness with Chriseantl other should be to avoid idolatry at any.dast
10:19-22, Paul explains that mixing drinks is af trevil! Paul writes;What do | mean then? That a
thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an dol is anything? No, but | say that the things whib
the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons dmot to God; and | do not want you to become
sharers in demons. You cannot drink the cup of theord and the cup of demons; you cannot
partake of the table of the Lord and the table of dmons. Or do we provoke the Lord to jealousy?
We are not stronger than He, are we?In these verses, Paul is contrasting eating dtohé's table
with eating meals in the pagan temples. It isghfening reality that all idolatry is driven by denic
evil. The point Paul is making is that while theanthat was partaken of in these pagan sacrificesls
had no spiritual power, the meal did represennsatvil. Demons are the spiritual force behind all
idolatry, religious or otherwise. All idolatry, moatter how innocent we may think it is, is built on
destructive lies about ultimate fulfillment and paose in life. So Paul is warning these Christiduas t
even ug\ivitting involvement in pagan idolatry caawla believer into participation with Satan and his
demons:

People say, “You are what you eat.” The Christiannterpart to that is, “You are what you believe.”
Idolatry conflicts with our identity in Christ arsb incurs the wrath of God. We live out our idgnitit
Christ, so if we identify with something other thidim, then we will live that kind of life. The Clstian

life and the life of demons are mutually exclusiMe. Christian can participate in demon activityhwit
impunity. Christianity cannot be a mere religiowbhy to us. No Christian can dip his flag or lower
colors by accommodating what he believes to anatiigion® Christians are all one big loaf of bread in
unity with the Lord Jesus. We cannot inject otledigious beliefs into that relationshipCompromise of
truth and credence to other religions always weglkem faith. If we compromise truth, we had better
check our insurance policy to see if it is up tteda



The final verse in this section (10:22) is partilyt interesting. Again, Paul writeQr do we provoke
the Lord to jealousy? We are not stronger than Heare we?” In the Old Testament, the metaphor of
marriage was often used to describe the Israeligdationship with the Lord in the context of their
flirting with idols.*® Idolatry was equivalent to the Israelites’ prastitg themselves to another, foreign
lover;® and as a result the Lord became jeaf8Tshis is to be expected. If your spouse said heherhad
another love interest, your nostrils would flareuyvould see red, and you would pour out your wrath
Similarly, any form of idolatrous involvement prdeas the jealousy of God. All through the Old
Testament, God identifies Himself as a “jealous Godut His jealousy is not like ours. It's totally
consistent with His character. It's also totallyrouitted to what's best for us. God’s jealousy coffnes
His loving ownership of us. He loves us too muahu®to get away with whatever rebellion or idofatr
we’re pursuing. He will intervene; He will crastidrour life and it will be painfuf? He will do whatever
it takes to get our attention, because the answietquestion is, we amet stronger than He is. No
matter what the rebellion is or how entrenched,itie is more powerful!

It goes without saying that this has not been & t@erant sermon, but | don’t care to arouse God's
jealousy. The jealousyf God requires us to be zealdus God. The words translated “jealous” and
“zealous” are the same in both the Hebrew Old Testd and the Greek New Testament. The person
who is jealous should also be zealous for the oljEkis love. You and | should be righteously pel
for God’'s name and reputation.

You and | should be zealous for God’s people—blotis¢ who are already His and those who are not yet
in the family. When Paul was preparing to estalttighchurch at Corinth God gave him a very
encouraging word: “I have many people in this citts 18:10). Well, there weren’t any Christians

there yet. What God meant is that there were mdnywere destined tsecomeChristians, but they
needed to be evangelized. Do we have a passi@oiits? Do we have a passion for making disciples?
Do we have a zeal for serving God’s people®e freedom is putting God and others first

Then, too, you and | should be zealous for Godisskpwhich in the New Testament is His church. Do
you remember what Jesus said, “Zeal for Your haiBeonsume me?” (John 2:17; cf. Ps 69:9) How do
you rate in this area? In every church there arsetwhose zeal has waned and even evaporated. For
many American Christians it might well be said, 8Z&r my job has consumed me,” or “Zeal for sports
has consumed me,” or “Zeal for my family has consdmne,” rather than zeal for God’'s house. May we
focus our zeal on that which will last for eternityhen the rest of these things are burnt up ogriedt
Day? True freedom is putting God and others first

[Paul has warned us to flee idolatry or fight GNdw he will encourage us to...]

2. Sacrifice for others or dishonor God(10:23-11:1).In this second section, Paul discusses how we
should interact with others over issues of free@bHis counsel is: Be willing to relinquish your “Hts”
for the sake of your brothers and sistérs 10:23, Paul shares an important principle: iEdifon is
more important than our personal gratification. IReites, “All things are lawful, but not all things

are profitable. All things are lawful, but not all things edify.” As Christians we really do have
essential freedom in matters of morally neutraidbi But our behavior must be tempered with concern
for others in the body of Christ. If our freedongiming to be expressed through Christian matuitisy,
going to be concerned with the spiritual benefibtioers. That word “edify” means to build up or
strengthen. It's a word from the vocabulary of thestruction of buildings. Paul uses it in hisdettto
describe the strengthening of Christian charaateurselves and other peopieSo when we're faced
with a decision about a particular practice, fivsstve got to ask ourselves if we have the righdadt. |
would say if it's not forbidden by Scripture, ahsgely we have the right. But the next questiontodse
whether it's profitable and edifying. Will this &gty build people up, both ourselves and othersd A
again, if the answer is yes, then we can partieipath full abandon.




A second principle is found in 10:24. Our freed@going to express itself in serving other pecfhlet
no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbbrPaul is saying: Our thoughts should always be
directed to other brothers and sisters in Christ.dNould desire to sacrifice for others. Now, gednt
there are two extremes when it comes to the iskfreadom: Some say, “| don't care one iota what
anyone says about what | do; I'll do as | pleaszpdrate on the principle of grace and am freetadl
please.” This attitude approaches spiritual anar€hgre are others who live in a spiritual strajglket.
They are afraid to sneeze without a sense of diitre must always be a delicate bala&ut if you're
going to err, err on the side of putting your $pal family members first

On a flight from Atlanta to Chicago in July 2004n@ U.S. soldiers—home from Iraq on a two-week
leave—were among the passengers. Before one ebtliers boarded, a passenger traded his firs¢-clas
ticket for the soldier’s coach ticket. As the plamas boarding, other passengers asked to tradditbei
class seats for the coach seats occupied by thenmie soldiers. Devilla Evans, a flight attendantthe
American Airlines flight, said, “It was a privilege be flying with those two groups of unselfistopke:
those who would put their lives on the line to prittheir fellow citizens’ freedom, and those wherev

not ashamed to say thank ydt True freedom is putting God and others first

In 10:25-27, Paul will tell us that liberty in Chriwill always triumph over legalism. In 10:25-Fqul
writes, “Eat anything that is sold in the meat market withaut asking questions for conscience’ sake;
for the earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains.”®® In these three verses, Paul majors on our freedom i
Christ. He says it doesn’'t matter what we eatuidiclg food offered to idols, because neither theta

of it nor the abstaining from it will have any affeon our relationship with God. All food is a difom
God. So Paul says to enjoy life, to not be ovethygulous. In this context, the old saying, “Whatiy
don’t know can't hurt you” is true.

In 10:27, Paul explains how Christians should behakien invited to a unbeliever's honid.one of the
unbelievers invites you and you want to go, eat atfying that is set before you without asking
questions for conscience’ sake.This verse is one of the favorite verses of mothéiraver the world.
Now if only children and husbands would abide kg girinciple©. Seriously, in context, Paul informs
the Corinthians that they should not make an is$ulee origin of the meat or food they are eatifigey
should eagll of it. Eating a piece of meat that was offered to ahvidlbnot defile the Christian. What
defiles the Christian is participating in heathesrsthip. If eating a piece of idol-meat does notleehe
Christian, there is no need to make an issue ®his simply exercises an overly-sensitive consmen
and introduces an unnecessary affront to the ragpiof the host. Paul implies that living outghi
freedom means that we're going to have evangebstide into people’s lives. There are nonbelievers
who will invite us into their home¥,and we have complete freedom to eat with themteviea they put
before us. Paul’s solution to a potential violatafrtonscience is “Don’t ask!” To the extent that'se
willing to do that, we're reflecting the life of das, who ate with tax-gatherers and sinners (Ma@-21).
But if we are legalistic, uptight, self-righteosslf-protective Christians, “holier than thou” tgy@ur
non-Christian acquaintances won't want anythingdavith us anyway. We’'re not even going to get
invited to their homes. But if we live a life ofeledom and openness, that will attract them to Jesus

In 10:28-30, Paul raises another challenging séeri&@ut if anyone says to you, ‘This is meat
sacrificed to idols,’ do not eat it, for the sake fothe one who informed you, and for conscience’ sak

| mean not your own conscience, but the other mary'$or why is my freedom judged by another’s
conscience? If | partake with thankfulness, why ant slandered® concerning that for which | give
thanks?” What Paul is doing in 10:28-29a is raising a hyptitial situation in which you’ve been invited
to a non-Christian friend’s home, and one of yohri§tian friends is there as well who has a weaker
conscience. And they are offended or confused éyrdtedom with which you're indulging: “Didn’t you
know this is idol food? Are you sure you ought &dating this?” Paul suggests that we might detoide
refrain from eating the meat so as not to riskilegthat younger brother or sister in Christ intoar



confusing their consciené@But Paul makes clear that even though we may ehtwomodify our actions
for the good of the weaker brother or sister, veerat to adjust our own conscience. Their weakness
ought to make us very gracious, merciful, and sisesioward them. But the legalism of the weakes on
shouldn’t make us feel condemned or influence wsitd legalism in our own lifestyle. In 10:29b Paul
again defends his freedom to partake of any kinwad, especially food that he knows is a good gift
from God, and receive it with gratitude. He alsgsslae refuses to be fearful about what other people
think of him. He’s not going to be controlled byth

Paul is now ready to summarize this entire thresptar unit (chs. 8-10). Paul's use of the wordfithe
(oun) in 10:31 is intended to draw his discussion anfdod issue to a conclusion. As a general priegipl
believers should do everything “for the glory ofd5e-and Paul particularly mentions here
(understandably) eating and drinking. To do sometlior the glory of God means to reflect God'’s glor
in the way we live. Verses 31-32 again talk abbatgurpose of our freedom in Chri&hether, then,
you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to theglory of God.** Give no offense either to Jews or
to Greeks or to the church of God."The aim we ought to have in using our liberty calfgfand
selflessly is to glorify God. These two verses wagpeverything we've been looking at in the prengdi
verses. We're to use our eating and drinking todbglory to God, not to cause conflict, to honor a
demon, or to undermine the faith of weaker brotla@c sisters. Paul’'s desire was to live out hisdogn
in Christ, partly because of its evangelistic ptitdrior the sake of the Gentiles and the Jews dino’'t
yet know Christ, and partly so he could have aluérfce on the church of Jesus Christ as an apbfitie.
concern was having an attractively inoffensivesiifée of freedom. Paul spoke earlier in the ledtgout
the fact that the gospel in and of itself is offeaso some people (1:18, 23). But he didn’t wastdwn
life to bring offense to the gospel in the eyesmybody, Christian or non-Christian. The real feere
was that legalism, being controlling, would somehmmthe offense that would keep people from the
Lord Jesus. His desire was to try to live withoffiénding in any direction, always thinking of both
honoring Christ and affecting other people in hanlitted. And Paul always looked in both of those
directions. That’s what Paul is talking about witigard to the purpose of our freedom in Jesus Chris

Paul closes the section in the last two verses avithnsettling invitation. We could ask ourselv€xuld

| issue the same invitation Paul does?” He saytshibaown life is a pattern of freedom in Jesusi§€hr
and he invites other people to imitate him. In B013.:1, Paul writes:...just as | also please all men in
all things, not seeking my own profit but theErofit of the many, so that they may be saved. Be
imitators of me, just as | also am of Christ.*> Paul doesn’t mean that he was a man-pleaser (tf. Ga
1:10). His concern was that his life would be atiree so that they would be drawn to Jesus in him.
“Saved” in this context probably includes Chrisiaand means saved in the wide sense of delivesad fr
anything that keeps someone from advancing spliit(ef. Rom 15:1-3)° Paul is not content simply to
live his life as an example for the Corinthiangoulate; he actually instructs them to (lit.) beeom
“imitators” of him. (cf. 4:16). For Paul, as an afle of Christ, it wasn't just a matter of preachand
teaching. It was a matter of living out the truthtthe taught. And in many of those cities Paultwerhe
would be the first and only Christian they woulé.s8o watching him live his life was very importéort
them to understand the reality of the gospel.

Paul is asking every one of us through this epi@gsage, “Do you want to know what it means todive
consistent Christian life? Do you want to propdryance freedom and restraint? Do you want to be in
the world and not of the world? Do you want to haymositive spiritual influence in your communibyt
not allow that community to mold you so you compisgnwhat's true and what'’s right? Do you want to
live a balanced life, not being driven by the extes of legalism or it's opposite, selfish licen#fefdu

do, then watch me, follow me, live with me. | magt be perfect, but | try to imitate the selfless that
Christ lived. | want to glorify God in what | sap@what | do and in the attitudes of my heart. A t
extent that | succeed, then the good news is thatgn, too.”
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Scripture Reference

1 Corinthians 10:14-11:1
Exodus 20:3-5

Exodus 34:14

Joshua 24:14-24
Matthew 6:24
Revelation 3:15, 16, 19
Philippians 2:1-11

Study Questions

1.

How am | presently guilty of idolatry (10:14)? Hale | spend my time and money? Who or what recdives
best of my thoughts, energies, and feelings? Haowl ¢fiee” this person, possession, or activity? &t/ban | do
to reprioritize Jesus Christ as my supreme affa@tid/hat will this practically look like?

In what ways are Christians unknowingly guilty ¢émding various world views with Christianity (1@)2
Why is this so attractive to both the world and ¢harch? How can | stand strong and refuse to comise the
exclusive claims of Jesus Christ (John 14:6; Act24Phil 2:9-11)? What are some approaches tbah luse
to be loving and gracious in my workplace, neiglhload, and family/friend network?

Are there any activities that | am biblically freiparticipate in that | may need to relinquishtfog sake of my
Christian brothers and sisters (10:23-24)? If g0l ldve the body of Christ enough to surrenderriglits?
How can | balance sensitivity to fellow believerghathe need to guard myself from legalistic Pregsthat
intentionally or unintentionally turn Christianiigto mere rules and regulations?

To what degree does my life glorify God in all thato (10:31)? What one area of my life tarnishesl'
reputation and pleasure? Who can help me submi¢lftgsthe Lord and others?

Would | want people to “imitate” my life (11:1)? Wlor why not? What one step can | take to be a more
worthy example to my children, grandchildren, aeltbiv Christians? Is there a fellow believer thagédpect
and look up to? Have | told this man or woman houcml appreciate his or her walk with Christ? Have
sought out a mentor that will help me in my spaltprogress?



Notes

! Preaching Today citation: Hugh Poland, KingwooX; 3ource: Associated Press, “Police Say Man St&deida
Robbery to Go Back to Prison,” Houston Chronicl®{Q7). See also “Man Prefers Prison To Working/2007:
http://www.northcountrygazette.org/articles/20008Q7PrefersPrison.html

2 Garland writes, “In 10:14-17, Paul develops thepthgical significance of participating in the Lig@®upper. In
10:18-20, he develops the theological significamicgarticipation in pagan sacrificial meals. Hewdsghe
conclusion in 10:21-22 that participation in thed's Supper bars participation in pagan sacrifioialals in any
form believer should not fool themselves into thirgkthat they are strong enough to try to mergewemeals, to
affiliate with Christ in demons. To attempt to doanly kindles the jealousy and judgment of Godavial E.
Garland,1 Corinthians Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testar{érand Rapids: Baker, 2003), 473.
3 This word translated “thereforedioper) is only used one other place in the NT: 1 CoB8The term is only used
in the LXX’s apocryphal books: Jdt 8:17; 2 Macc®:8:16, 27; 7:8; 14:19.

* The termagapetodranslated “my beloved” was used by God the Fathéesus (e.g., Matt 3:17; 12:18; 17:5).
Furthermore, many of the NT writers use this adjedn their letters to denote the followers ofukes.g., the
author of Hebrews (6:9); Peter (1 Pet 2:11); Jafhd®); John (1 John 4:7); and Jude (Jude 3).

® The termagapetoss used six times in the Corinthian correspondehd@or 4:14, 17; 10:14; 15:58; 2 Cor 7:1; and
12:19.

® Paul’s Corinthian letters are his hardest wordshiarches; however, his words to the church at tadae rather
severe as well (1:8-9; 5:4, 12).

" David Busby said, “God loves us as we are, neta@should be, for we will never be as we should Qeioted in
Rick Warren'’s Ministry Toolbox #327, 9/7/2007.

8 Paul also uses the term “flegfHeugg in 1 Cor 6:18 (immorality); 1 Tim 6:11 (false ddne, disputes, greed);
and 2 Tim 2:22 (youthful lusts).

° “Christianity can easily become a significant apiege, but not the core priority.” Dr. Bob Utleg,-2
Corinthians”:http://www.freebiblecommentary.org/pdf/VOL06.pdR22.

19 As Jesus said, “For where your treasure is, theue heart will be also” (Matt 6:21).

1 A quote from Henry Fielding in Rick Warren’s Mitig Toolbox #327, 9/7/2007.

12 Many scholars suggest that Paul is being sardasti (cf. 1 Cor 4:10). However, this is unlikelyce he just
addressed them as “my beloved” (10:14). Furtherptbeeseven rhetorical questions that follow (1E22$ suggest
that Paul was confident his readers could thin&ugh his argument.

13 See Acts 17:11: “Now these were more noble-mirttad those in Thessalonica, for they received thielwith
great eagerness, examining the Scriptures dadg¢owhether these things were so.”

14 If we fellowship with the Lord Jesus, we cannatoahave fellowship with the demonic, and vice veTdas is
reminiscent of Jesus’ words in Matt 6:24, “No oa@ serve two masters; for either he will hate the and love the
other, or he will be devoted to one and despis@ther. You cannot serve God and wealth.”

15 One remembers Elijah’s words to Israel 1 Kgs 18‘Mow long will you hesitate between two opinich¥ the
LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him But the people did not answer him a word.”

% There are world religions that have been createmmbine the table of the Lord and the table ofiaes. The
best example is the Bahai religion, which triesambine the best of all the world’s ideologies.

" Grant Richison, “1 Corinthianshttp://versebyversecommentary.com/2002/10/24/1atloians-1018-22/

18 Verlyn D. Verbrugge, “1 Corinthians” in tHRevised Expositors Bible Comment&Brand Rapids: Zondervan,
forthcoming).

19E g., Lev 20:5; 2 Chron 21:11, 13; Ezek 16:15-41.

2 E g., Deut 32:16, 21; Josh 24:19-20; Ps 78:588&4k 8:3, 5; Zech 1:18.

% Nahum 1:2 reads, “A jealous and avenging Goddd{BRD; the LORD is avenging and wrathful. The LORD
takes vengeance on His adversaries, and He reseradsfor His enemies.”

22 proverbs 27:4 declares, “Wrath is fierce and aigyarflood, But who can stand before jealousy?”

% Michael P. Andrus, “The Danger of Mixed Drinks” Cbr 10:14-22): unpublished sermon notes.

24 viktor Frankl,“ Freedom is only part of the story and half thehtrut That is why | recommend that the Statue of
Liberty on the East Coast be supplemented by a&taHtResponsibility on the West Coast.” Viktor igtg Man’s
Search for Meaning§Touchstone Books, 1984); submitted by Kevin Mijldce president, Christianity Today.

% G. K. Chesterton, “To have a right to do a thingdt at all the same as to be right in doingGt.’K. Chesterton,
A Short History of Englandl917 Christian History (Issue 75, Vol. 21, No. 4).

% verbrugge writes, “We should recall here that thithe word Paul used at the very beginning of tfiscussion in
8:1 when he stressed that the overriding prindipiehe Christian life is ‘love [that] builds upThis verb, therefore,




forms an envelope or inclusio around this entitisa on whether one may eat meat in an idol terapkven
elsewhere.” Verbrugge, “1 Corinthians.”

27 Sometimes Christians must choose whether or npartiicipate in certain “questionable” practices. A
questionable issue is a “gray area” of activitpahoice not directly addressed by the Bible ast 1og wrong. Good
Christians can disagree about many gray areashehtt use alcohol, tobacco, or caffeine; or wihatsgpropriate
movies, music, and magazines; or whether to ppetieiin certain traditions surrounding Christmasster, or
Halloween; etc. Some resort to extremes to séitléssues. One extreme is license: If the Biblesdme prohibit a
practice then there is freedom under grace togyaatie. The other extreme is legalism: A judgmeoeatainty
about these issues that demands total abstinentie eBtremes neglect critical examination of treaésand the
biblical principles, and both short-circuit the mna@ng process (see Heb 5:13-14). The Bible giveguidelines for
making responsible decisions about questionableessdJnder grace we are free, but we should us&eroom to
make good decisions. A good decision is one tresigds God and is beneficial to all. In short, algterision is
one that reflects love towards God and others (110®4).

28 phj| 2:1-11 speaks of having the same spirit diivgness Jesus had: to live sacrificially, to giyefor the sake
of the other, to consider other people more imprtiaan | am in the body of Christ.

29 preaching Today citation: Headlines.agapepres§7egg-04); submitted by Greg Miller, Madison, Missppi.
30 verse 26 includes a quote from Ps 24:1, which weasl in Jewish society as a means of giving thhafare
meals. David W.J. Gill, “1 Corinthians” in Clintda. Arnold,Zondervan lllustrated Biblical Background
Commentary: Vol 3 Romans to Philem@rand Rapids: Zondervan, 2002), 155.

31 The word used for “invites’k@leo is found in papyri from Egypt relating to bottcatar and religious meals.
Gill, “1 Corinthians,” 155.

%2 This is the only place in 1 and 2 Corinthians vehstandered” iflasphemepoccurs. Paul is highlighting the
tragedy of a believer being maligned by a readjutiyge Christian.

% Paul is very clear in Romans 14 that if we cawseebody to violate their conscience, we've donentlaehorrible
disservice in terms of their relationship with Glbri

3 In 1 Cor 10:31, Paul uses the Greek weitd (“whether”) implying choice three times for empisas

35 Chapter divisions in the Bible were added in 1B9Stephen Langton, a professor in Paris (he tteame
Archbishop of Canterbury), who put these into agét# edition of the Bible. It was Robert StephamauBarisian
book printer, who took over the verse divisiongatty indicated in the Hebrew Bible and assignedbarato them
within the chapter divisions already assigned lgpBan Langton. While riding on horseback from Parisyons
he affixed his own verse divisions to the NT anchbared them within Langton’s chapter divisionsoPto that
time when folks looked at Old and New Testamentusaripts, there were no divisions, just one comusulong
epistle from beginning to end.

% Thomas L. Constabl&otes on 1 Corinthian2005 edition:
http://www.soniclight.com/constable/notes/pdf/1othians.pdf 107-108.




