“Marriage Matters” (1 Corinthians 7:6-24)

How many of you are single? How many of you wish yeere married? How many of you are married?
How many of you wish you were single? Don't raiseiyhands! Seriously, one of the biggest challenges
in life is to be content in our stage of life. Bshbeen well said, “Happiness is not having whatwant.

It is wanting what you have.Nowhere is this truer than singleness and marriage’s desire and
expectation is that you and | would be contentlini€t, whatever circumstances we find ourselves in.

The apostle Paul modeled godly contentment. In£hil, he wrote that he had “learned to be coritent
any circumstance” (NET). Amazingly, he penned thesels from a Roman prison. Paul could say he
was content in Christ even while he was sufferiraghardship. Paul allowed Jesus Christ to tramsfo
his heart and mind and give him a supernaturaleetisre. Can you honestly say that you share Paul's
perspective? Are you content in your singlenessamriage? If not, why are you not content? Coulkit
that you are seeking your own happiness? Whenrieedo issues pertaining to singleness, marriage, a
divorce and remarriage, the question is not, “Whiitmake me happiest?” but “What will make God
happiest?*

In 1 Cor 7:6-24, Paul will tell us th&od is happy when we are contehberefore, if you want to bring a
smile to the face of God, cultivate contentmentyés do, you will find that contentment is one loét
keys to Christianity. In this passage, Paul wil taut three directives that will help us to livéifa of
contentment.

1. Consider marriage carefully(7:6-9)2 Paul expresses his preference that all Chrisbersingle as he
is. Nevertheless, he acknowledges that both maraag singleness are viable options for the Chriéti
In 7:6, Paul writes;But this | say by way of concession, not of commah” Paul wants to make it clear
that what he is about to say in 7:7-9 is a “coricegsand not a “command’The word “concession”
means “permission to do somethirfigri 7:7-9 Paul explains his concessityet | wish that all men
were even as | myself am. However, each man has bign gift from God, one in this manner, and
another in that. But | say to the unmarried’ and to widowg that it is good for them if they remain
even as |. But if they do not have self-control, let them marry; forit is better to marry than to burn
with passion.” Paul wishes that all Christians would remain fngle will explain later in this chapter
that a single man or woman is able to be more @eMat Christ (7:32-34). He will also make it cléaat
his concession is based upon the “present distheswiill mention in 7:28 (most likely a faminej* In
light of these factors, Paul believes that durhig specific time, it is better not to marry. Yeten
during a time of crisis Paul is a realist and saysi is better to marry than to burn” with unfuléd
sexual passion (7:9).

As we reflect on these three verses, two principsesto the surfacéirst, celibacy is a spiritual gift

and should betreated accordingly.12 In 7:7,Paul writes,'each man has his own gift from God, one in
this manner, and another in that.” Those men andemowho are able to be single have been gifted by
the Lord to do so. It is unlikely that marriageaigift, since it is a normal expression for humans.
Nevertheless, it should be treated as a gift. Tifiysu are single you should value your gift of
singleness, and if you are married you ought telmake your marriage. This is God’s express de¥et.
often single people want to be married and mapiaple want to be single. Our problem is a lack of
contentment. We don’t value God’s gifts and timi@gpnsequently, we are always restless and
dissatisfied. But it is worth recognizing that aire point in our lives each of us will be singtemby be
before marriage or after marriage. Since 90% ofalkricans will eventually marry, it is also likellyat
many people who are single will marry. God’s calfar us to be content in Christ, whatever our
circumstances. Rememb&uod is happy when we are content



| believe most Christians reject the legitimacyinigleness. | am convinced that is the reasondfonisch
hurt in the church regarding this issue. Directiymalirectly, subtly or not so subtly, we have #sed to
the conviction that singles are unfinished businéss say in groups and in private conversations,
“Aren’t you married yet?” “What's a nice girl likgou doing unmarried?” “What you need is a good
wife.” “Found anybody to date yet?” “I'm prayingdh.ord will lead you to a good guy.” “It's too bad
he’s not married.” Parents say that; relativestBay, Family reunions apparently are notorioudfiese
and similar comments. Books and articles are wriftem a Christian viewpoint that say, “If you will
only commit your life to Christ, God will give yaaimarriage partner.” Christ never said that. Hd bk
will lead you to a life of meaning and purpose &uifillment. He never said He would give you
marriage. He's more concerned about other thingsn#éd to accept the legitimacy of singleness.
Simple mathematics says there are more women tearimthis world, and there always will be. We
need to accept singleness because there are sople pdose circumstances involve singleness, and
they have no opportunity to change. Others prefetorchange. We need to accept the legitimacy of
singleness primarily because the Bible ddes.

Second, marriage is to be encouraged not discouraged. In 7:9, Paul encourages singles to get married if
they lack control and are burning. This desiragasf God and is not meant to be inappropriately
squelched. Often, | will be asked the question: teould our young people get married? | usually
answer this question by explaining that at the tifhne New Testament writings (and for hundreds of
years afterward), marriage occurred closer to geecd puberty. Marriage permitted the blossoming se
drive to be fulfilled and not frustrated. Todaywever, marriage is usually postponed until latdifen

due to modern educational, vocational, and findmessures. The longer one postpones marriage past
puberty, the more sexual temptations he or shenatlirally have to face. According to the US Center
for Disease Control and Prevention, 96 percentroBAcans over the age of 20 have had'Sex.
Premarital sex is an epidemic in the world andhin¢hurch. We must seek to protect our young people
Does this mean that young people should get maati@é® years old? No, I'm not suggesting this.
However, | am recommending that young people aseidial temptation and not postpone marriage until
all their proverbial “ducks are in a row.” If youweaspiritually ready and are in a godly relatiopsthiat

you are willing to commit to for the rest of youarthly life, you have the biblical freedom to marry

But | must balance these comments by speakingttofg@rents and teens. Parents, apart from your
child’s relationship with Jesus Christ, do you izathat the most important passion you can devielop
your son or daughter is to be a godly husband fa\iVe typically don’t give this as much thought as
we should. We are more concerned about ensuringthahildren get good grades, get into the right
college, and learn the right profession. Howevgrou really want to set your child up for success,
prepare your child to be a godly spouse. Teach gbild responsibility and commitment. Encourage
your child to look forward to marriage. Let youiildrknow that nothing matters more than being algod
husband or wife.

Teenagers, do not attempt to use my words agasstparents’ wishes. Even though you may be
immersed in a flame of passion that is burning tgothe core of your being, most of you are not yead
for marriage. A Christian marriage is a covenariotgeGod that is filled with blood, sweat, and tedt
is not something to be entered into lightly. Sgaé want to get married soon or in the near futlre,
would suggest that you work feverishly on your tielaship with Christ, prioritize your purity, anthfl a
good job or finish college as quickly as you can.

| might also add that until God brings the rightgma into your life He will provide the strengthrisist
temptation. Two of the best means through whichsttisngth is realized are spiritual service and
physical exercise. Additionally, He expects yoawoid listening to, looking at, or being around thinyg
that strengthens the temptation, and to focus gonds on that which is true, honorable, right, pure
lovely, of good repute, of excellence and worthyiise (see Phil 4:8).



| teach at Ecola Bible School every year. This past, | talked to several young men about marriage
What astounded me was that these 18-19 year-oldanegpreparing for marriage. In fact, they aspire f
marriage! I've never seen anything like it. Eaclihifse young men told me that they would choose
marriage over their own goals, their own wealthd treir own desires. What's even more impressive is
that three of these men were wearing a ring om thedlding finger. They explained to me that theyeave
waiting to have sex until they married. This tlsrifthy heart and gives me hope.

[Paul is clear: you need to consider marriage odyeBut if you choose to get married you must...]

2. Remain married permanently(7:10-16).In this disputed section, Paul urges Christian spsuo
remain married. In 7:10-11, Paul writes to Christspouses in a Christian marriagfgut to the

married | give instructions, not |, but the Lord, that the wife should not leavddivorcel® her

husband (but if she does leave, she must remain unmarriedr else be reconciled to her husband),
and that the husband should not divorce his wifé Paul gives instructions that are from the Lord desu
who spoke about the permanence of marriage (ctt 5482; 19:6; Mark 10:11-12; Luke 16:8)Divorce

is not an option—neither for the husband to divdrisewife nor for the wife to divorce her husbatids
worth noting that there is a parenthetical staterirefi:112 (“but if she does leave, she must remain
unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husbad possiblethat Paul may have been making a
compassionate provision for an abused womaihis seems to indicate that God Himself is
acknowledging that some marriages, even betweeist@ms, are so difficult and so unwholesome and so
degrading that divorce is the lesser of two elflis as though God is regrettably tolerating dation of
one of His own principle®. Regardless, for the believer who divorces hisebiliy spouse there are two
options: singleness or reconciliation. Remarriaga tifferent spouse is not biblically permissiile.

We must recognize that “divorce” is an expletivaariyl of us who would never drop an expletive or use
Jesus’ name in vain, frequently bring up divorcewdver, this is equally sinful. If you are married,
God'’s intent and expectation is that your marrigges the distand@This meansvhen(not if) there are
problems in your marriage, it is imperative thati g to the leadership of the church before ittsltde.
Too often, couples run to the pastors and eldeewiieir marriage is on life support and nothing lsa
done to salvage it. Yes, God can and will work gies, but it is wise to include Him in our marriage
trauma before it's too late.

Paul continues his argument for the permanenceaofiage in 7:12-16. But in these verses Paul wtides
a believer who is married to an unbeliev@ut to the rest | say, not the Lord, that if any brother has

a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents tediwith him, he must not divorce her And a

woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he congstito live with her, she must not send her
husband away For the unbelieving husband is sanctified througthis wife, and the unbelieving wife
is sanctified through her believing husband; for dherwise your children are unclean, but now they
are holy. Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let im leave; the brother or the sister is not under
bondage in suchcases, but God has called us to peace. For how do you éw, O wife, whether you
will save your husband? Or how do you know, O husbal, whether you will save your wife?® Four
times in 7:10-13, Paul prohibits divorce. To wittence would be sufficient. Twice would be
unmistakably clear. Three times would be more #rasugh. But four times? The man means busiffess!
In 7:12, Paul distinguishes between his own apesitodtruction and Jesus’ teaching during His dgrth
ministry. Paul deals with a situation about whilcd Lord gave no instruction in his earthly teactfihg
Now it is very important for us to recognize thag tmixed marriages Paul is addressing here ateythe
products of the conversion of one of the partnafisen these two individuals got married they werthbo
unbelievers; now one of them has become a Christiais section does not apply to a believer who
violates God'’s law bknowinglymarrying an unbeliever. For such a person to dppehis passage
would be like a teenager killing his parents arehthppealing to the judge for leniency on the gdsun
that he’s an orphafi.




In 7:12-16, the discussion is not about a beliewpguse initiating a divorce. Instead, the unbaligv
spouse initiates the divoréeThe general principle in 7:12-16 is that those wh®married are to stay
married (i.e., the believer should remain marrgethe unbeliever). But although the believer shawdtl
initiate the divorce, if the unbeliever should dg the believer is no longer bound to the marri@ges).
Paul granted permission for divorce in the case loéliever being deserted by an unbelié¥er.

This is stated in 7:15, where Paul writes thattbkever is “not bound in regard to marriage” (ifese to
remain single or to remarry}.In 7:39-40, there is a conceptual parallel whengfe is said to be
“bound” (a different word in Greek, but the sameagpt) as long as her husband lives. But if the
husband dies, she is “free” to marry as she wistidy,in the Lord. If the parallel holds, then hatund
in 7:15 also means “free to marry anoth@&r.”

Two motivations that Paul brings out for remainingn unequally yoked marriage are the spiritual
benefits that accrue to your family (7:14) andhbee that you may win your spouse to Christ (7:16).
Paul says that the unbeliever is “sanctified” (iset apart for God’s blessings) on account ob#iever.
Salvation does not change the marriage statee Wife’s becoming a Christian annulled the marrjage
then the children in the home would become illeggiie. Instead, these children may one day be saved
the Christian mate is faithful to the Lord. Pawlaholds out hope that the believing spouse méyenée
the unbelieving spouse to believe the gospel.

| would counsel a Christian whose unsaved spouselirarced him or her to remain unmarried as long
as there is a possibility that the unsaved persayneturn. However, if the unsaved spouse who has
departed remarries, | believe the Christian wodrbe to remarry since, by remarrying, the unsaved
partner has closed the door on reconciliation. Reimg faithful to your marriage blesses your spouse
and children.

[Paul urges us to remain married permanently, getill also counsel us to...]

3. Stay put indefinitely (7:17-24).Paul now departs from commenting about marriagefer more
general considerations about one’s overall sitaatidife. But since he continues with issues conice
sexuality in 7:25-40, we cannot interpret the pnésection as unrelated to the marriage issues just
discussed. In order to explain the general priedia has been trying to communicate in the previous
verses about marriage, Paul uses two other lessuigsues (circumcision and slavery) as exampliss.
main point is that after experiencing the call @idiGeach person should remain in the situatiornrlshe
was in at the time of that call. Becoming a Chaistiloes not mean totally revamping one’s socialista
Do not seek marriage; do not seek singleness; tserd divorce. In fact, do not actively seek any
change in social statds!

Paul writes,’Only, as the Lord has assigned to each one, as Gbds called each, in this manner let
him walk. And so | direct in all the churches. Was any maxgalled when he was already

circumcised? He is not to become uncircumcis€dHas anyone been called in uncircumcision? He
is not to be circumcised. Circumcision is nothingand uncircumcision is nothing, butwhat mattersis
the keeping of the commandments of God. Each man rsuremain in that condition in which he

was called. Were you called while a slave? Do nobwy about it; but if you are able also to become
free, rather do that. For he who was called in théord while a slave, is the Lord’s freedman;
likewise he who was called while free, is Christ'slave. You were bought with a price; do not
become slaves of men. Brethren, each one is to remavith God in that condition in which he was
called.” Three times Paul insists that a believer is to renmathe situation he or she was in at the point
of faith in Christ (7:17, 20, and 24). This meamatta Christian does not have to seek “the rightgon”
in order to enjoy Christian freedom or to serve Gadll effectively. We should serve God where we a
until He calls us elsewhere.




Again, Paul's overarching point in this passag@asl is happy when we are contdfityou are single—
be content, if you are married—be content. Whatgear stage in life, be content.

| read a story some time ago callBte StonecutteOnce upon a time, a stonecutter lived all alone.
Though he had acquired great skills, he was veoy.pée lived in a tiny bamboo hut and wore tattered
clothing. One day as the stonecutter worked wishhiammer and chisel upon a huge stone, he heard a
crowd gathering along the streets. By their shbatsould tell that the king was coming to visit his
humble village. Joining in the procession, the statter gazed on as the king, dressed in marvsltkjs
was greeted by his subjects. Oh, how | wish | haddaower and glory of the king, he thought. He has
soldiers at his command. There is no one more galvétis cry was heard in the heavens, and
immediately the humble stonecutter was transforinteda powerful king. He found himself riding on a
great horse, waving at the crowds of people whofloated to see him. This is power, he thought.

As the summer progressed, however, the new kinghgdtthe effects of the heat upon his people. Men
and animals became weary, and plants withered uhdgrowerful rays of the sun. As he looked at the
sky, the new king realized that the sun was moveepiol than any earthly ruler. How | wish | were as
powerful as that, he thought. | wish | were the. domediately, his wish was granted. The stonecutte
relished his new role as the sun. He gloried inpiweer he felt as he surveyed the kingdoms belav. A
he sent his bright rays to earth, he watched kamgsprinces hide under their parasols; he watcked a
powerful warriors became weak under his gaze. Everrops in the field were under his command.
Then one day a tiny cloud moved over the land |dinig the earth from the sun’s bright rays. Sedra
here was something more powerful, he thought, ltwary much to be a cloud. Again, his wish was
granted. Now he blocked the sun’s rays and feloitgmt. He gathered all his strength, becoming a
gigantic cloud, and began to pour down rain oretiith. Rivers formed where previously there were
none, and water flooded the streets of the citiglsthe farmland. Everything—trees, animals, people—
seemed to be awed by his power. Only the massokes nwere unswayed. There is nothing, he thought, as
powerful as a rock. How | wish | were a huge stdt#is.wish was granted.

As a stone he remained motionless and powerfulowrthby sun, wind, or rain. He felt exempt from all
the forces that shaped the existence of those dioiom Then one day a man approached, carryingga ba
When he stopped, he pulled out a chisel and a hamntebegan to chip away at the rock. Realizing tha
the man with the tools was more powerful than atkrhe cried out, “Oh, | want to be a stonecdtter.
Once again the heavens heard his cry, and he bexataecutter. Once again he lived in a bamboo hut
and made his living with hammer and chisel. Anavas content® God is happy when we are content
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Scripture Reference

1 Corinthians 7:6-24
Matthew 19:9-12

1 Timothy 5:11-15; 6:6
Luke 9:57-62
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
Luke 14:7-11
Lamentations 3:21-23

Study Questions

1.

Do | recognize my single or marital state as at*dibm God (7:7)? Why or why not? How can | culite
contentment in my life? Is there someone who cdn ime grow in the disciplines of contentment and
gratitude?

Have | been guilty of contemplating divorce foeditimate reasons (7:10-11)? Why am | so proneévie gp
on my marriage? What is most important to me: nppir@ess or my holiness?

How could our church minister more effectively tembers with a non-Christian husband or wife (7:6221
How can we encourage these spouses to remainhithunbelieving husband or wife?

Do | take important decisions in my life as serlgws | should? Am | ready to sacrifice my own desifor the
sake of the Lord?

How can | bloom where | am planted (7:17-24)? Witmain content in my current circumstances anit foa
the Lord to bring about a change if He so desires?



Notes

! The source of this quote is unknown. B&e://www.heartquotes.net/Happiness.html

2 This great question comes from Robert JeffrésaceGone Wild: Getting a Grip on God’s Amazing Gift
(Colorado Springs: Waterbrook, 2005), 134.

® The vast majority of commentators and printedstéake 1 Cor 7:6-9 with 7:1-5; however, in each ohihis
chapter after 7:1-5, Paul begins with an assedfdris authority before addressing the particudgid (cf. 7:8, 10,
12, 17, 25). See David E. GarlardidCorinthians Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testar{@rand
Rapids: Baker, 2003), 267. Thus, | have choseakte 7:6-24 as a section that focuses on speciéstpns for
various audiences in the Corinthian church.

* It is important to recognize that in all probatyiliPaul had been married earlier in his life. N&ge was the norm
for young Jewish men. They were expected to mardythen have children to propagate the race anfhitie to
“be fruitful and multiply” (Gen 1:28). Rabbis by @arge were expected to be married. And we knamfthe
book of Acts that Paul was a member of the Sanhédiderusalem before his conversion (Acts 26:TBat ruling
body required that its members be married. So Waalmost likely either widowed before this, or dixed by his
Jewish wife when he converted to Christianity. Eftlvay, it is helpful to understand that Paul iswriting about
marriage as a dispassionate theological obsengeis Hot a crusty old bachelor who is anti-marridde is
comfortable writing about marriage and sexualitythofrom his experience as a married man and alsosingle
man. Yet, Blomberg is careful to write, “Rabbis waimost always married, and members of the Sammhledd to
be. Acts 22:3 refers to Paul’s rabbinic traininglenGamaliel, but we do not know if he ever congalét. In Acts
26:10, Paul speaks of ‘casting my vote’ with thal8adrin, but the language could be idiomatic fangpén
agreement with them. It is therefore perhaps liklket Paul was once married, but we simply canedure.” Craig
L. Blomberg,1 Corinthians NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondety1994), 134.

® Most commentators understand the “thisiu¢o) to refer to the entire section from 1 Cor 7:6primarily to 7:5.
Yet, Garland argues convincingly for the interptietaadopted here. Garlant Corinthians 268-270.

® BDAG s.v.suggnome“permission to do something, concession, indulgepaedon.” This is a unique word only
used here in the entire NT.

" The unmarried are a class of people that includdswers and both men and women who are singleyraggd or
divorced.” See Collin Browr\\IDNTT, Electronic Ed. And Simon J. KistemakExposition of the First Epistles to
the CorinthiangGrand Rapids: Baker, 1993), Electronic Ed.

8 paul may mention widows here because they wercisly significant members of the early church (cflim
5:3-16). Furthermore, widows may have been moreenaas than widowers. GarlardCorinthians 272.

° Verbrugge writes, “We should take careful notéhef condition used here. Paul uséplus the indicative, which
suggests that he is expressing a reality thakisdglace (i.e., “if, as indeed some are doingytare not exercising
control...”). In other words, Paul knows there aresthwho are not married but are still having sexelations,
probably with prostitutes (see comments at 6:12-R@jher than live this lifestyle giorneia Paul says, marriage is
preferable by far.” See Verlyn D., “1 Corinthiaris”the Revised Expositors Bible CommentéBrand Rapids:
Zondervan, awaiting publication), 140.

19|f Paul's counsel is not based primarily on theegent distress” (1 Cor 7:26) he will be contrdadigthe OT by
deprecating marriage and his own words in 1 Tind 3vhere he instructed young widows to remarry.

1 Corinth and much of the rest of the Roman world watfering from famines. This is corroborated bgudar
history, and by the fact that Paul was taking wpfttmine relief collection for Jerusalem (1 Corl18). Even
though the Corinthians were suffering, those imgalem were evidently suffering worse from the faesi

2 The word “gift” (charisma is the same word used of spiritual gifts in 1 @2r4, 9, 28, 30, 31.

13 Garland,1 Corinthians 271.

14 preaching Today citation: Howard Vanderwell, “Glin Singles,” Preaching Today, Tape No. 99.

15 Fox News, “CDC Releases Report on Sexual BehawidrDrug Use:
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,286073,00.htduine 22, 2007.

18 The word “leave” ¢horizo) is a word that means “be separated of divorce¢ BDAGchorizos.v. 2a. The word
had almost become a technical term in referrindjvorce during the first century. Moulton and Milin, The
Vocabulary of the Greek Testament lllustrated ftbmPapyri and Other Non-Literary Sourc@rand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1974), 696.

Y This is one of the rare instances when Paul applctly to Jesus’ teachings (cf. 1 Cor 9:142811 Tim
5:18). Usually he taught in harmony with Jesushauit citing Him. Constabléjotes on 1 Corinthiang'1.

18 This is clearly seen in the NASB, NET, ESV, andNR



19 See the helpful pastoral thoughts of Herb VandggtIDivorce & Remarriage: What Does the Bible Teach?
(Grand Rapids: RBC, 1994), 15-19.

%0 Michael P. Andrus, “Marriage Is for Life, Unless. (I Cor 7:10-17), unpublished sermon notes.

2L Notice the difference between this case and 7h@revhe said regarding the previously marriedhéfy cannot
control themselves, they should marry.” Here theyreot allowed to remarry. In my estimation thesmafor the
different treatment is that in 7:8 the previouslgrned person suffered divorce before salvatiort.Hguwe both
spouses are apparently Christians when the divakes place. What God is forbidding is the musitalirs
syndrome among believers. Some people seem tthigaf their marriage isn't making them fulfillethd happy
they should just try someone else and see if iksvout better. That is simply not an option opeRlwistians.
Andrus, “Marriage Is for Life, Unless...”

22 A Chicago based law firm has a huge billboard thatls “Life’s short; get a divorce.” On the lefttioe slogan,
there is a well endowed woman in a black bra anthemight hand side there is a man unveiling aetbd six-pack
stomach. Hope for couples in unhappy marriages.1c800-Get-Out. Fetman, Garland & Associatesyaflem
specializing in divorce cases, is behind the ae fiim’s president said the ad promotes “happingtsout
judgment.”See “Chicago Law Firm Ad Mocks Marriage,” 4 May 2Z0@ccessed 6 May 2007:
http://www.citizenlink.org/CLBriefs/A000004547.cfm

3 Exactly opposite conclusions have been drawn #setforce of this. Some feel that it means thatriage should
be retained as long as possible in the hope ofarsion (cf. NIV, NRSV, TEV, NJB, NEB). To othersu¥a
meaning is that marriage is not to be regardedIgiagan instrument of evangelism. To cling to arrage which
the heathen is determined to end would lead toimgtbhut frustration and tension.

% Charles R. SwindollThe Grace Awakeningallas: Word, 1990), 241.

% See also NET Study Notes.

26 Andrus, “Marriage Is for Life, Unless...”

%" There is a lot of controversy as to what Paul rhedren he used the verb “separate” in 7:10-11. Doesvord
“separate” mean “separate” or “divorce” in our maodsense? The NT does not help us much becauskitall13
usages simply mean depart or separate. In the @&ek form of this same word is used of separatigriace. In
the ancient Greek writings the term is clearly uagé technical word for divorce. The term is dilsked in the
immediate context (1 Cor 7:11) with the Greek wapthiemi,which clearly means “divorce.” In Matt 19:6, “lebd
man separate” is in contrast to “what God has pbitogether,” and clearly divorce and remarriageimrgew.

% |s there a principle to be deduced from this pgsgand others) when the deserter is a believes?iatthew
18:15-17 “treat him as you would a pagan...” (NIV)-atls, treat him as an unbeliever. See also 1 T&where
Paul states that a believer who doesn't providelfermembers of his household “has denied the &aithis worse
than an unbeliever.” It is certainly possible fdvediever to desert an unbeliever and the prina@ple apply. Note:
In most of these cases, the deserter has commaitiietery or will do so at a later time.

# Interpreters differ over the implication of thatetment the brother or sister is not bound. Thesipg view is
that the believer is “not bound to continue thenmge” (i.e., not so slavishly tied to the instioatabout not
divorcing, that he or she refuses to face realitgmwthe unbelieving spouse is unwilling to contithe
relationship). In this view divorce is allowabledan these circumstances, but not remarriage (Tl applies:
remain unmarried or be reconciled).

30 believe that divorce and remarriage are alsfssible in the case of adultery (jitorneig. See my paper at
http://www.timelessword.com/articles/christian-tigibiblical-perspective-on-divorce-and-remarriage

31 Verbrugge, “1 Corinthians,” 147.

32«_et him not pull over the foreskin,” that is, athpt to reverse the appearance of circumcisionswygical
procedure. This was sometimes done by Hellenisticsto hide the embarrassment of circumcision.NE€E
Study Notes: 1 Macc 1:15; Josephiiat. 12.5.1 [12.241]). Cf. BDAG s.\epispac3.

% preaching Today citation: Martin Thielen, pastb©tivet Baptist Church in Honolulu, Hawaligadership(Fall
1993), 27.



