“Tough and Tender” (1 Corinthians 4:6-21)

Do you remember the last time you were spanked@stprobably more years ago than you care to recall
but try. Perhaps you were discovered in a lie anight stealing candy from a neighborhood drugstare,
sent home from school for fighting. Whatever thasian, you found yourself face-to-face with an angry
parent whose look of disappointment or rage letkmaw that your behavior was unacceptable. Still
pleading for amnesty, you turned your back—or, nligedy, were firmly turned until your backside was

in a vulnerable position—and winced as you feltgtieg of the first stroke. Other swats followedtilu

your bottom throbbed like it had just been attadig@ swarm of bees. But you know, despite youeang
and excuses, that your mother or father had danedht thing.

If you're a Christian you realize that correctiomedn’t stop with your earthly parents. Your heayenl
Father disciplines you so that you can “share mitdiliness” (Heb 12:10b). But unlike your parents—
who may have punished you wrongly at times—the laiwehys chastens you for the right reason, in the
right way, at the right time, and to the right dag(Heb 12:10-11). He never makes mistakes. And He
disciplines you to show His love for you (Heb 12:6)

In 1 Cor 4:6-21, God is going to lovingly spank spiritual bottoms through the pen of the aposéel P
Paul lives by the principlspare the rod; spoil the churéhn the passage that follows Paul will unpack
two challenging truths about spiritual maturity.

1. Spiritual maturity requires humility and sufferi ng (4:6-13)? In this section, Paul explains that for
the Corinthians to make spiritual headway they nteest to humble themselves before God and others.
Additionally, they must prepare themselves to sufke the apostles. In 4:6, Paul writéslow these
things, brethren, | have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, so that in us you
may learn not to exceed what is written, so that none of you will become arrogant in behalf of one
against the other.” Paul informs the Corinthians that they have aogamnt attitude because they have a
theological misunderstandifigds always, our attitudes and actions stem fromtwieabelieve or
perceive. In this case, the Corinthians are plageiges of spiritual “one-upmanshipThe phrase “what
is written” (4:6) refers to the five Old Testam@&uriptures that Paul has quoted in the previowesthr
chapters. These passages place a strict limit on human pridecall for trusting God alorfeThe
Corinthians were arrogant against each other bedhey were not obeying the Scriptures. Paul'stpoin
is: Scripture is meant to form the boundary ford¢baduct of the Christian life. If we humble ouxse

and depend upon God we will experience greatey imibur body’

This ought to motivate us to study the Old TestarSeniptures. The Old Testament is full of stodesl
principles that will humble us before God and mahich will lead to maintaining unity in the church.
When we ignore reading the Scriptures or listeminGod’s Word preached, we can become proud.
Therefore, we need to increase our familiarity whtb Old Testament in all of our children’s, youdind
adult ministries? We must know and apply the Old Testament. We maste sure to run ethical issues
through the grid of the Old Testament. We then mute a commitment to not “exceed what is written.
We must keep it between the lines.

In 4:7, Paul explains why the Corinthians shoultb®arrogant!For who regards you as superior?
What do you have that you did not receive And if you did receiveit, why do you boast as if you

had not receivedit?” Paul paddles the Corinthians by asking three ctingichetorical questions,
designed to damage their egos. He reminds the Gi@is that they are not intrinsically superior to
anyone else. Three times Paul uses the word “ret@vwemind the Corinthians that God is the on®wh
gave them everything they have. Consequently, sheyld be grateful, not boastful.




What explanation is there for your conversationyfour growth, and for your ministry? Who made you
different, and why? It is God who revealed the gbsp you and drew you in. He is the sole explamati
This is to have a humbling affect on the hearhefChristian. These questions are an invitaticeflect
on God’s grace. “What do you have that you didreotive?” This is a life-transforming question; and
the answer is “absolutely nothing.” The gifts ofdzare everywhere in our lives, and we are not only
undeserving, but ill-deserving recipients.

In 4:8, Paul shifts tone abruptly and unleashegter ldiatribe, dripping with irony and sarcasm. ¢tees
notspare the rod; spoil the churchisten to his words‘You are already filled* [with spiritual wisdom
and perfection]you have already become rich, you have become gmwithout us; and indeed, |
wish that you had become kings so that we also migteign with you.” The first couple of clauses
speak of the illusion that they need nothing mdre word “filled” means satiated or engorged. i ta
do with eating a huge meal. They are so full thmyldn't eat another bite. The second phrase spafaks
material wealth. They have everything they neee Chrinthians believe that they have it all. This
descgizbes their spiritual self-appraisal. They hawtrong sense of having arrived in their Christia
lives.

We face the danger of religious arrogance—believingelves to be spiritually filled and rich beaaus
we attend a Bible-teaching church, listen to Clastadio, spend money on a lot of resources at
Christian book stores, and watch Christian telewvisindividually, we can pride ourselves on knowing
lot about the Bible. As fat, well-fed Christianse wan become puffed up with our own knowledge. That
will evidence itself in argumentativeness wheroines to biblical or spiritual issues; that is, linee of
theological debate for its own sake. Watch outliose signs of self-satisfied spirituality and
impenetrable smugness.

This past year we took a church health survey. @tiee findings of the survey was that 98.5% of us
think we know what we believe and why. Now that bara wonderful thing, if it is really true. Buteth
disturbing thing is: We believe that only 75% of tthurch knows what they believe and why. This
finding can suggest that as a church we are adgmental and smug. We need to be aware of this so
that we can humble our hearts before God and otiMesmust learn to be humble, broken, transparent,
and vulnerable people.

In 4:9-13, Paul now begins to outline what his iffeeally like. It is a resume of sufferinglf anything
characterizes how he lives, it is suffering. Parites,“For, | think, God has exhibited us apostles last
of all, as men condemned to death; because we hdarome a spectacle to the world, both to angels
and to men. We are fools for Christ’'s sake, but yoare prudent in Christ; we are weak, but you are
strong; you are distinguished, but we are without bnor. To this present hour we are both hungry
and thirsty, and are poorly clothed, and are roughy treated, and are homeless; and we toil,

working with our own hands; when we are reviled, weébless; when we are persecuted, we endure;
when we are slandered, we try to conciliaté* we have become as the scum of the world, the dregfs
all things, even until now.” In these five verses, Paul contrasts the apostléshe Corinthians. He
explains that the apostles are a public spectasedryone. Furthermore, their lives will resultieath®®
From the world’s perspective the apostles are §3diveak,” and “without honor.” To make matters
worse, they are hungry, thirsty, poorly clothedigialy treated?® homeless! and hard workindg® Who
would ever sign up for this job? Very few! Paulcaisforms the Corinthians that the apostles undest
how to respond when they were persecuted. Thegddepersevered, and encouraged. Regardless, they
were still considered the “scdfrof the world, the dregs of all things.” The wosttim” means filth or
rubbish. It's what you sweep or scrape off of sdnimgf that you're cleaning. The word “dregs” medmss t
scrapings-off of a plate after a meal. Paul saysewgarbage in the eyes of the world. That term has
become common among young people; for instancen Wiey watch a highly-paid professional athlete
make a mistake, they yell, “You're a piece of ggdda



This is what a person gets for following Christlifs life. It is not glamorous and there are fewmises
of prosperity, despite the teachings of Christelavision. Yet, despite this seemingly discouraging
resume of suffering, we need to be reminded thatsfperity has often been fatal to Christianity, but
persecution never?

Are you willing to follow the apostles in their $efing? Will you take on ridicule and rejection for
Christ? How will you respond when your family, fids, neighbors, coworkers, and acquaintances
persecute you? Will you be gracious? Will you tepestful?

Paul concludes this first major section of the #pidl:10-4:21) by reasserting his apostolic alitior
which had led to his correcting the Corinthiansarsieful conduct and carnal theology. He changed the
metaphor again, and now appealed to them as a tathé children. He ended by warning them that if
they did not respond to his gentle approach he avbale to be more sevéfre.

[We have seen that spiritual maturity requires Hityraind suffering. But what else does spiritual
maturity require?]

2. Spiritual maturity requires mimicking and mentoring (4:14-21).Paul informs us that if we are to
grow spiritually we must follow an example and Ibeexample. He writes] do not write these things

to shame you, but to admonish you as my beloved @iien.” Paul wants to communicate that it is their
values and behavior, not their personhoods thatimaeceptabl&: By using the term “beloved” Paul is
expressing respect as much as affection. He waistill in them a sense of self-worth that corfresn
God's grace and power in their lives. The word:itd4hat is translated “admonish” can also be
translated “warn? It's what a fathéf does in hopes that his children will see the esfaheir ways and
changée® It implies counsel and appeal. His desire isnitriticize and punish but to admonish and
encourage. In this appeal to follow his correctiaruction he conveys a wonderful confidence thay
can change and that they will want to.

The reason that Paul writes the way he does isuBedze is their spiritual father. In 4:15, Paultes]
“For if you were to have countless tutors in Christ yet you would not have many fathers, for in
Christ Jesus | became your father through the gospé Paul states that the Corinthians have
“countless tutors” but only one father. In Paulsyd “tutor” fpaidagogo¥ was the personal attendant
who accompanied the child, took him to school amhé again, heard him recite his lines, taught him
good manners, and generally looked after him. Tha tvas entitled to respect and normally receited
but there was no comparison between his relatidhetdoy and that of the boy’s fatiféPaul is saying,
“I'm not your tutor, I'm your father! | have a pensal, relational, familial interest in you.” Pauud
make this claim because God used him to lead mathedCorinthians to faith in Christ.

In our church, we need some spiritual fathers anthers who will step up and help others grow in
Christ. What if | telephoned this week and saichdlre a baby Christian who needs to grow. Can you
help?” What would you say? Paul would say, “Theogil/ one right answer: be a father or mother.”
Today, will you begin to look for one person whaiyean help in his or her spiritual walk?

Paul informs the Corinthians and us that he ibwiiling to be an example. In 4:16, Paul writesrso
surprising words‘Therefore | exhort you,?’ be imitators of me.”? Again, there is gentleness here. He
is not laying down apostolic orders. He uses thedwexhort.” Exhortation doesn’t mean using a rdise
voice, with a finger wagging in someone’s facejmgy You'd better shape up or else!” It literaltyeans
to call to one’s side. Exhortation means puttingry@m around someone’s shoulder, walking alonb wit
them, saying, “Would you consider this? Can we &ddiut this?” That's the appeal that Paul is making
He’s not boxing these people in; he’s giving thdrice in the matter. He respects them.



However, Paul is confident in the Holy Spirit’s Wan his life so he can declare, “Imitate me.” tfiiy
were to perform a word study, you would discoveit the word translated “imitate” actually comesiro
the Greek wordnimetaj from which we get the words mimic and mimeograpdwil is urging people to
mimic his life because he practices the things legbresses upon the Corinthians. If they watchthaw
will see that he does not glory in Greek wisdom.ddes not live for human praié&Rather, he calls the
Corinthians to a radically Christlike life. Theyeao give up their hankering for high status anteptthe
lowliness that Paul models. They are to welcomadetgarded as fools for Christ, and as weak and
dishonored. They are to return abuse with blessiiagder with conciliation, and to endure perseculti
(4:10-13). They are to recognize that all that theyand have comes to them as a grace-gift froch Go
(3:10), and that they are not inherently extracdir(4:7). They are to think of themselves as rtebe
than menial field hands (3:5) and servants (4Miting God's judgment to determine if they were
faithful (4:5). They are to rid themselves of @tentments and rivalries with coworkers so that tae
toil together in God'’s field (3:5-9). They are &sist passing themselves off as wise or elite ygusfty
words of wisdom or aligning themselves with tho$ewlo, and to rely instead on the power of God that
works through weakness, fear, and trembling (2:IF4§ ultimate aim is not to be Paul-like, but
Christlike (11:1)°

Be careful to not perform a “spiritual skip” anai right over this verse. God expects you and nieeto
worthy of imitation. In our marriage, family, workchool, and church, God wants us to be able to say
“Mimic me.” | recently saw a bumper sticker thatdsdDear Lord, save me from your followers.” Isn’t
this sad? We should set out to change this buntigkesto read: “Dear Lord, help me to mimic your
followers.”

A young boy looked up at his grandfather and woadeloud, “Grandpa, how do you live for Jesus?”
The respected grandfather stooped down and quaddythe boy, “Just watch.” As the years went by th
grandfather was an example to the boy of how toviolesus. He stayed rock-steady in living for Him.
Yet the grandson often lived in a way that waspheasing to God. One day the young man visited his
grandfather for what both knew would be the lasgti As the older man lay dying, his grandson leaned
over the bed and heard his grandpa whisper, “Didwatch?” That was the turning point in the boy’s
life. He understood that when his grandpa had $aigst watch,” he meant, “Imitate me, just as bals
imitate Christ.” He vowed that from then on he wblive as his grandfather did—striving to please
Jesus. He had watched, and now he knew how to live.

Is somebody watching you? When people watch yéaimthat do they see? What are your priorities?
What are your views? Are there younger Christiahe meed to see that it is possible to live for desu
every day and in every way? Challenge them—andsgdfutChallenge them to “just watch.” Then show
them the way"

One of Paul’s disciples, Timothy, exemplifies wha Corinthians are called to be. Therefore, Paul
writes, “For this reason | have sent to you Timothy** who is my beloved and faithful child in the
Lord, ** and he will remind you of my ways which are in Chist, just as | teach everywhere in every
church” (4:17). The Christian life is spoken of as a “way™ways.” It is a manner of life or pattern of
life, and is characterized as “the ways that at€hirist” (4:17). It is not a mere list of doctringt we
nod our heads to. It is a revolutionary way of,lde one that is intended to transform us. In otdepull
off this kind of supernatural life we need mentddgntors are not optional, they are critical. Tgbig,
those who are making great strides for God havetorernlro presume that you can become a mature
Christian apart from learning from someone elsgriggant. Today, will you commit yourself to beiag
mentor and to being mentored? These are two comantsrtihat will change your life forever. You will
never look back on these decisions and say, “I Wisdd not done this.” You will be changed from the
inside out by investing in someone else and bygigivested in.



In 4:18-20, Paul hunkers down and talks some gdadiashioned trash! Take a look at these words:
“Now some have become arrogant, as though | were ncoming to you. But | will come to you
soon* if the Lord wills, and | shall find out, not the words of those who are arrogant but their
power. For the kingdom of God does not consist inevds but in power.” The arrogance of the
Corinthians is not in open rebellion against Paalithority. Their arrogant self-importance is ltkat of
little children who have the house to themselvesmiiie parents have slipped out for a minute. Paul
warns them that the father will be coming home saon he had better find everything in ortfer.
Some, supposing Paul would not come himself, hageibne inflated with self-importance. Paul warns
them, “I'm on my way...you better be ready. Talk lieap! You had better be able to back up your
mouth!” Paul is saying, “Show me your power, notiytalk.”

Arrogance will always misrepresent the truth, amdgance will always fail in the end. Hot air wilbt
avail much when action is required. Helium balloarns fun to play with the first day they are indlat
They rise effortlessly to the ceiling and remaiert) colorful and out of reach. But after a fewnsahe
helium begins to leak out and they descend toltiwe. fPaul is writing to a body of believers whe an

a high. They are “balloon Christians.” But the tils come when they must either put up or shdt up.

You may be thinking this is just too much. Paulgalizing a lot of pent-up anger and frustratiorhiMyit
may seem like that, nothing could be further fréwa truth. Again, he is a spiritual father who lotles
Corinthians. He simply wants what'’s best for théta.knows that if hepares the rod, he will spoil the
church Pastor Mark Driscoll of Mars Hill Church in Baidth WA likes to say, “Hard words make soft
people and soft words make hard people.” Thisashttnest to goodness truth! If we love our chureh w
will speak the truth in love (Eph 4:15).

Paul closes this section in 4:21 with these chgllemwords:“What do you desire? Shall | come to you
with a rod,®’ or with love and a spirit of gentleness?® Paul may be small but he carries a big stick.
He leaves the Corinthians with two options: thedroaa spirit of gentleness. Which would you prefer
Why do you do what you do?

...“The board of education.” Those words still strfkar into my heart. When | was 12 years old, my
parents took my brother and me on a six-week vacatiound the United States. Contrary to popular
belief, | wasn't always the perfect child. In factemember one particular episode when | rashlfiyea
four letter word directed to my dad. Now my daé'82,” and he used to love playing baseball. W,
pulled over on the side of the freeway and laiddoen on the backseat and hit a home run on my
bottom. After this ordeal was over and | could fiyait down, | couldn’t help but think, “| know mgad
loves me.” He risked getting himself in troubleéach me a lesson in respect.

God wants us to respect Him because He is our Féfledoves us and wants what's best for us. That's
why He will not spare the rod. Instead, He willdkeais to humble ourselves before Him and depend upo
Him for everything. May we follow in God’s footstejpnd refuse tepare the rod and spoil the church
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Scripture Reference
1 Corinthians 4:6-21
2 Corinthians 10:4-6
Amos 6:1-7
Matthew 5:6
Philippians 2:1-11
Revelation 3:17-18
1 Peter 3:8-12

Study Questions

1.

How well do | understand the Old Testament (4:6a)®@hat specific ways does God’s Word form the
boundary for the conduct of my Christian life?

When have | recently exhibited arrogance with @h@oor sister in Christ (4:6b-8)? How do | dealhwi
arrogant people? Where do | need to grow in my oamduct and treatment of others?

What grips me the most about Paul’s suffering @3%? Read Romans 12:17-21. How does this section of
Scripture parallel 1 Corinthians 4:9-13? How hasgeffered in the past as a Christian? How am |giribg
suffering for the cause of Christ? Am | being pgdreated or slandered by others because of my d¢nemt
to Jesus Christ? What have people said about mePsAiffering because others have seen evidencéas$tC
in my life, or rather is their criticism of me deged?

How do | respond when someone confronts a wromgyitife (4:14-21)? How do | confront someone else
about their wrongdoing? Would others say that leelbalance of “tough and tender?”

Do | feel comfortable encouraging other Christitm&mitate me” (4:16)? Why or why not? In what aseof
my life am | weak? Do | keep short accounts wittd@ad others when | sin (1 John 1:9)? Who am leculy
mentoring (4:17)? Who am | being mentored by?

Where is the power of God evident in my life (4:20¥here is God’s power lacking? How can | ensuaé ttie
expression of the kingdom of God in my life is mtran mere talk?



Notes

! See also Charles R. Swind@frong Reproofs for a Scandalous Church: A Study@érinthians 1:1-6:11
(Fullerton, CA: Insight for Living, 1988), 68.

% Fee observes, “The changes of tone in this passagal some of the real tensions that continueist in
Christian ministry. How to be prophetic without bgiharsh or implying that one is above the sinstbérs. How to
get people to change their behavior to conforniéogospel when they think too highly of themselvdgere is no
easy answer, as this passage reveals. But ond talfeinister in the church must ever strive tatgdoalling people
to repentance is part of the task.” Gordon D. FHée, First Epistle to the Corinthian¥he New International
Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids:nizmd, 1987), 193-194.

% This phrase is adopted from “Spare the rod; speilchild.” The biblical basis for this cliché iso® 13:24; 22:15;
23:13-14; and 29:15.

* Fee writes, “The irony is devastating: How theyceéve themselves, masterfully overstated in van8 10, is
undoubtedly the way they thirile ought to be. But the way he actually is, set famtthe rhetoric of vwv. 11-13, is
the waytheyall ought to be.” Fe€lhe First Epistle to the Corinthian&65.

® See also Dr. Thomas L. Constalietes on 1 Corinthian®005 ed.
http://www.soniclight.com/constable/notes/pdf/1athians.pdf 40.

® One-upmanship is the systematic and consciousigearf making one’s associates feel inferior ameteby
gaining the status of being “one-up” on them. Tdretoriginated as the title of a book by StephettelPaa follow-
up to theGamesmanshigndLifemanshigitles in his series of tongue-in-cheek, self-hehoks, and film and
television derivatives that teach various “ploys’achieve thishttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/One-upmanship

" This phrase is hotly disputed in the commentaiies, it seems clear the view that takes this tamtée OT
Scriptures is correct. This verbal form is the petfpassive indicative @raphg a form that Paul frequently uses to
introduce OT quotations. (This same form is found,, in 1 Cor 1:19, 31; 2:9; 3:19). Paul usesvéétb gegraptai
(“it is written”) 30 times, excluding, 1 Cor 4.6 tntroduce citations from Scripture and never himg else. Insofar
as Paul constantly drew the attention of his aumtign the Scriptures, and since he has been usiggad Scriptures
in his discussion of the problem of divisions ie tthurch (in sequence, Isa 29:14; Jer 9:24; |s& @0:13; Job
5:13; Ps 94:11), he is calling on his readers teereflect on all of these Scriptures. If they dihing more than
keep these texts in mind, they will not choose fags—Paul, Apollos, Peter, and so forth. See \feby
Verbrugge, “1 Corinthians” in thRevised Expositors Bible CommentéBrand Rapids: Zondervan, awaiting
publication, 94-95 and David E. GarlardidCorinthians Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament
(Grand Rapids: Baker, 2003), 135

8 Richard B. HaysFirst Corinthians Interpretation (Louisville, KY: Westminster JoKmox, 1997), 69.

° The verb Paul uses here for “become arrogaftiig§ioon is a favorite in this letter (see 1 Cor 4:18-52; 8:1;
13:4; cf. 2 Cor 2:18, the only other occurrencthim NT).

19 See also Craig L. Blombergy,Corinthians NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondety1994), 98.
™ Thiselton writes, “Normally meaning satiated, tedthe-full, glutted, applying to the ‘bloated’ &&hportant
‘people of the Spirit’ the farmyard metaphor of cfieel animals.” Anthony C. Thiseltoithe First Epistle to the
Corinthians: A Commentary on the Greek T{@tand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000). The only othenmence of this
word in the NT occurs in Acts 27:38.

2 The Corinthians aren’t hungering and thirstingaftghteousness (Matt 5:6). Nor are they willingshare their
spiritual father's self-assessment, “Not that |dalready obtained it, or have already become gterfe(Phil 3:12).
13 We should note here that in his second letteh@cQorinthians Paul dwells at great length on dipéctof his
suffering. It becomes a critical part in his argmtnfer the genuineness of his apostleship in cehtmathe
opponents in Corinth, who were apparently argulvag Paul’s suffering proved that he coulat be a chosen
servant of God. Verbrugge, “1 Corinthians,” 101.

4 The wordparakaleo(“conciliate”) has a wide variety of meanings i@ tNT. It can mean “to urge or exhort” (1
Cor 16:15), “to appeal” (1 Cor 1:10), “to encouraffe Thess 2:12; 4:18), or “to plead” (Phil 4:2)atRer than
simply meaning “to answer kindly” (NIV), the verlenhaps suggests that when Paul was defamed, he appéal
to his slanderers to cease and desist and to fdlorst instead. From what we read and know abaut, e never
lost an opportunity to tell someone about JesusA@fs 16:25-34; Phil 1:12-14). Verbrugge, “1 Cahians,”

15 paul may have had the Roman games in mind hezeifisally the battles between condemned crimiaald wild
beasts in the amphitheaters. F. F. Brdcand 2 CorinthiangLondon: Marshall, Morgan and Scott, 1971), 50.
Another view is that Paul was thinking of the Rontnmph, a figure that he developed more fullyeglhere (2
Cor 2:14). At the end of that procession came #piges of war who would die in the arena. Fewee First Epistle
to the Corinthians174-75.




16 May refer to beatings at the hands of the mobydhb authorities or to various harassments phlsicspiritual
(cf. 2 Cor 12:7).

7' Cf. Jesus words in Matt 8:28; Luke 9:58.

8 The Greeks despised people who did manual labd?aal had done in Corinth (cf. 9:4-18; Acts 18;32 Cor.
11:9; 12:13- 17); they regarded it as the workla¥es. Leon MorrisThe First Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians
Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Grand Rapiesirkans, [1958] 1990), 81.

¥ Thiselton says that the meaning is “scum,” filtegidue which clings to the surface of a vessekélton, The
First Epistle to the Corinthians

% This quote likely arose from an Amish church leadlo was quoted i€hristianity Today

L ConstableNotes on 1 Corinthian®2005 ed., 42.

22 Garland,1 Corinthians 145.

2 The word for “warn” or “admonish’noutheteoris found in the NT only on the lips of (Acts 2@)3r from the
pen of Paul (he uses the verb seven times andtirenouthesiathree times).

%4 Blomberg writes, “The paternal imagery of versds21 reappears in 1 Thessalonians 2:11 but is badhim that
context by corresponding maternal imagery (v. @)tt& point of Paul’s ‘fathering’ the Corinthianadittle to do
with his gender but much to do with the authoritg dove exercised over their children by gopéarentsof either
gender.’Blomberg,1 Corinthians 96.

% One of the main tasks of a father with his chitdi®to bring them up in the “instructionfiguthesia of the Lord
(Eph 6:4).

% See Brucel and 2 Corinthians51.

%" The phrase “I exhort youpgrakalo...humgsrepeats the beginning exhortation in 1 Cor 1@ lundles 1:10-
4:21 into a unit. Garland, Corinthians 146.

% \What pastor today would dare to stand in frortisfcongregation and suggest that they use hirmasde| for
how to live a godly Christian life? Yet Paul doed hesitate to do precisely that, both here anemdisre (cf. 1 Cor
11:1; Phil 3:17; 4:9; 1 Thess 1:6; 2 Thess 3:7|Ma sense, of course, this is to be expected yMéathese
Corinthians had just come out of paganism, andCthéstian way of life is more caught than taughtt.itSvas
inevitable that these people would look to Paudirtfather, as an example. Moreover, since the Bd ot yet been
written, believers did not have written guidelitgswhich to conduct their new life in Christ. Everore important,
Paul felt convinced that his own life was modeledlesus Christ (1 Cor 11:1), so that by imitatiirg they were
ultimately using Christ as their model and examylkerbrugge, “1 Corinthians,” 104.

2 Michael EatonPreaching Through the Bible: 1 Corinthians {#ent, England, 1998), 62.

% Garland,1 Corinthians 147.

31 Dave Branon, Our Daily Breadttp://www.rbc.org/odb/odb-07-11-05.shtml

32 Constable writes, “Several factors point to thebability that Timothy had already departed fronh&gus but
had not yet arrived in Corinth when Paul wrote #psstle (cf. Acts 19:22). One of these is Pawltklof reference
to Timothy in this epistle’s salutation. A secosdlie tense of the verb translated ‘have sent’ (B)ASB ‘am
sending’ (NIV;epempsaaorist tense). A third is Paul’s later refereted@imothy (16:10-11). Timothy was, of
course, one of Paul’'s closest and most trusteovfellorkers.” Constabléjotes on 1 Corinthian#3.

% Timothy was someone whom Paul had apparently paliyded to the Lord (1 Tim 1:2; 2 Tim 1:2) whike was
in Lystra on his first missionary journey (Acts 848; 16:1-3).

34 Paul did plan to return to Corinth if God allowsich to do so. Evidently he was not able to retamsbme time.
In 2 Corinthians he responded to criticism fromhivitthe church to the effect that he had promisetbine but did
not (2 Cor 1:15-18).
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% Steve Zeisler, “The Peril of Puffed-Up Christignithttp://www.pbc.org/library/files/html/4063.html

3" The word “rod” ¢abdog occurs in Prov 22:15 as the “rod” a parent migge to correct a recalcitrant child.

% The last word of the sentence in 4:21 is “gensshéraiitem$. Paul seems to do this for emphasis.




